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I'naBa nepBasi
moJ COJIHIEM EI'MIITA

Hwxuuii Eruner. 525 ropg 1o Haiel spsbl.

OrpomHble, Kak TOpBI, IITOPMOBBIE Bajbl C TPOXOTOM pPa3OUBAITUCH O
ckanucThIii Oeper. Beerna sipko-ronyboe CpennzeMHOE MOPE KaTUIIO TKEIbIS
TEMHO-3€JIEHBIC BOJIHBI, HH3KOE MpavyHOEe HEOO MPOpe3aay SIOBUTHIC S3BIKU
momuaui. [TeHa kumena Mex 1y KaMHSIMH, KIIOYbsIMH YIOJ3aJia 00paTHO B BOLY.

OOnoMKH (DUHUKHHACKOW JTaJbl KPYXKHJIO BOJHAMH, IIBBIPSIO HA CKAJBL.
Cpemu TeHBl W MICTIOK WHOTJA MOSBILUICS CHIYIT 4denoBeka. OH CTOSUT Ha
KPOXOTHOM BBICTYIE CKajbl, IPWKABIIMCH CIIMHOW K OTPOMHOMY TJIAJAKOMY
KaMHIO. BOJIHBI CKpBIBaIM €0 ¢ TOJIOBOW M CHOBA OTKaThiBAK. OH AepiKaics
Y3 TIOCJICTHUX CHIL

ApcaM, pOJICTBEHHUK TPO3HOTO Mepcuackoro 1aps Kambusa, ubs aepkaBa
ObUla KpymHEHIIeHl B HM3BECTHOM €My MHUpE, YyJOM BBDKHJ, KOTIA JaIbio
pa3dmwio o pudel. OH ycrmen B MOCIACTHUA MOMEHT CHPBITHYTH B BOIY M
BBIOpasicss Ha ATOT OCKOJIOK CKajlbl, HO OKAa3aJicsl B OC3BBIXOJHOWM CHTYAIIVH,
OCTYIIHJICS, HOTA 3aCTpsiia MeXIy kKaMHAMH. OH HE MOT Jaxe MICBEIbHYThCS.
Tak ¥ CTOSsUT: TPyIBIO BCTpedasl yaaphl TSHKETBIX BOJH.

Ilepc ObUT MONIOJ, NMIMPOKOIUICY, KPEMOK, C MOIIHBIM TOPCOM, TYCTHIEC,
CMOJISIHBIC KyJpU CHaai 0 Iuied. ApcaM MPOMOK, JOPOTHE SPKHE OJCKIbI
ObUIM HM30pBaHBI B KJIOYbsA. Bo prTy OBUIO TOPHKO OT MOPCKOH BOIBI,
3acTpsiBimiasg Hora Oosiesia. Ho mepc ObUT CIIOKOEH, YBEpEHHBIH, 4TO CKOPO
nonanér B pail.

Bpewms nuto. OH ycTan cMoTpeTh Ha Oypro ¥ 3aKpblI ri1asa. Teso 3arexio, B
rOJIOBE IIyMeNlo U OyXayo, eMy XOTeJIOCh BCIIOMHHUTB I€pel] CMEPTHIO YTO-TO
camoe Ti1aBHOe. Ho B TonoBe BepTesiach TOJIBKO IIeyXa HEOKOHYEHHBIX JIEl.
Orerr Bc€ XOTell ero KEHUTS, J1a TaK U He yOeIus 3aBecTH ceMblo. Terneps ero
MEUTHI HUKOTJa HE COYmyTCsI.

AXeMeHHIT OTKpBUI Tja3a, Haxmypwics. Her, Hamo 4To-To 1enarth!
[ombITancs ocBOOOIUTECS, 00N yaapHia MOJIHHEH, NepexBaTiiia JbIXaHHe.
Hora 3actpsiiza HamepTBO. Apcam BepTell roJOBOM, MIlla CHaceHus. Y camoro
JMIia BOJIHA yJapuia B KaMeHb OCTpoil memoil ot Becna. OH eBa ycren
YBEpHYThCS, cXBaTHa 00J0MOK. Korma Bojma oTXibIHYyNa, mepc CyHyN ero B
IIeNb PSJIOM C HOTOW M HaN€r W30 BceX CWwil. KaMHHM CIBUHYIHCH, pa3kain
tucku. OkaszaBIIMCh Ha CBOOOAE, ApcaM HaOpan BO3dyXa, HBIPHYJ, KaK MOT
ri1y00KO0, K CaMOMY JIHY, TyJa, TJie BOJIIHBI CTPEMSATCSI 0OpPaTHO OT CKall.

TedyeHre MOIXBATUIIO €r0 W MOHECIO C TaKOM CUJIOW, YTO OH €ABa CyMell
BBITIIBITD, I1IT061:»I BAOXHYTbH I'NTOTOK BO31yXa. Mope KHuJgajJo CMEJIOro ImjioBIia,
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Kak Berep MymuHKYy. OH MOTEpsUT U3 BHIY CKajbl, KpyroM ObIIa OJHA BOAA.
OOpBIBKK BOJIOPOCTICH W MEeHA HECIHMCh Hall TOJIOBOM, HEOXKHIAHHO, MEJIHKAJIO
OHO... KaMHH... KaMHH... KJIOYOK HeOa... BCIIBIIIKA MONHHUH... Apcam
3aJpIXaJICA, TJI0TAIl BOY, BCE CIMIOCH B MyTHO-3€JIEHYIO MAccCy. ..

3pI0Kasi MyTh pAacCTYNWIach, IIEpPell IEepPCOM OTKPBUICS  OOJBIION
CyMpayHBId TPOHHBIM 3aJ JBOpIIA MUAUNCKHMX maped. HaBcTpeuy marnymm
rpomaznsbie u€pHbele kameHHble llleny. OH yxe Buaen Takoe, KOrja HasBy
BXOAMJ B 3TOT 3] B IIEPBEIA pa3; TOTAa eMy OOBSCHHIIH, YTO OTPOMHEIC, B TPH
YeNIOBEYECKUX pPOCTAa KPBUIATBIE KAMEHHBIE OBIKM TONBKO — KaXyTcs
JIBOKYIIMMHUCS, Onaronmapsi TpeThbed mepenHedl Hore. Ho Temeps uépHbie
[lleny He ocTaHABIMBAJINCH, C )KYTKUM I'POXOTOM CKaKajM IO IUIMTaM IoJa...
Brpyr pacnpaBmin cBou HEOOBATHBIC KPBUIbS, OTTOJKHYJIHNCh W HOTHSJINCH B
BO31YyX; TSDKEIO LIYMHO IOJIETENM Ipo4yb. MrHOBEHHE, M HUX IOIJIOTHIIA
TbMa... [lycToW 3am HamoNHWJICS IYNIHBIM >KapoM, MPOXJIAaJHBIA CyMpak
IBopma B Dk0OaTaHaX CMEHIIO TECOYHO-KENTOE CHSHHE, CTajJ0 TECHO OT
NOSIBUBIIENCS  TOJIIBI HE3HAKOMBIX BBICOKMX CMYIJbIX Jronel... Her, He
moneit! BmecTto OOBIYHBIX YEOBEYECKHUX IIEH THUTAHTOB BEHYAIH TOJIOBBI
COKOJIOB, HOHMCOB, co0ak, OBIKOB W IKYTKHX 3y0acThIX dyIOBHII. Bce
KOIIIMapHBIE MOPJBI OBLTH IMOBEPHYTH K AXEMEHHIy, IIACTH OCKaJIeHEI, Tla3a
M3y4alld €ro C YIPO30H. ..

Apcam ouHyics oT 0Oonuw, Bc€ Temo sommio. He Obuto cuim  maxke
[ICBETBHYTHCS, OTKPBITH I7a3a, ABIIIATh OBUIO THKENOo. TOMIHOTBOPHO MAaXjio
THUIOIIMMHU BoJopociisiMu. CO3HaHME BO3BpALIAIOCh MEAJIEHHO, ITOCTEIIEHHO
OH TIOHSJ, YTO JISKUT BHH3 JIUIIOM Ha OCTPHIX KaMHIX, HO eMy OBUIO BCE
paBHO.

Kro-Tro moTsHyn cnacmierocs 3a Iuledo M IepeBepHyn Ha cnuHy. OH
CIIBIIIIAJ]l HE3HAKOMYIO peub, HO HE MOT OTKPBITH IM1a3. Ero ynapunu no nuny.
Ilepc 3acToHanm U ¢ TPyAOM MNOMHSI TKENbIE BeKW. Hax HMUM CKIIOHUIIUCH
IBoe My>KunH. OauH OBUT TPY3HBIH, JTBICHIH, TTAIKO BEIOPUTEIH, C TIIATEIHHO
[0/IBEJIEHHBIMU CYpPbMOH I'Jla3aMu, Kpacka TaK CTPAaHHO CMOTpEJIach CPEAU €ro
mopuuH. [lepca mopa3unu pasMepsl MACUCTBIX YIIEH cTapuka. Bropoi — emé
MOJIPOCTOK, XYIOH W KOCTJISIBBIM, TAKOHM e JIBICBIN Kak crapuk. Ha oboux u3
OIIEKIBI OBLIH TOJIBKO CTPAHHBIE [UTHHHBIC Y3KUE IOOKH.

ApcaM TomeBenI rydaMu, HO CJIOB HE MONyYHJIOCH — TO JIM XPHII, TO JTH
peik. Ilepc kammsin u mieBancs MOpckoi Bogod. CTapuk IETOBUTO ONIyTai
€ro MYCKYJBI, KaKk BepOiofa Ha 0a3ape, W YIOBIECTBOPEHHO XMBIKHYI. OH
JOJTO YTO-TO OOBSCHSUI MAPHIO, TOKA TOT PaloCTHO He 3aKWBaI. HezHaKoMITBI
MepeTaluiig rnepca Ha LUHOBKY M KyAa-TO MOBOJIOKIM. KpoBb napeit kumnesna
OT BO3MYIIECHHUS, HO OH MOT TOJIEKO phI4aTh. Ham HUM IDIsLIO Oenoe OT sKaphl
He0o, HU 00TauKa, HU JepeBa. ApcaM OIATh MOTEPsT CO3HAHUE. . .

JyliHyr0 TEMHOTY HANOJHWI €IKUH YEPHBIA NIBIM, MEPC XBaTall BO3AYX
pTOM, HO OH He &N B TPyHb, oOxkuram ropno. llumano rmaza, Apcam
BCMAaTPUBAJICS CKBO3b clie3bl. M3 HEnmporjasgHOM TEMHOTbl BO3HHKIIU
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orpoMHbie BOopoTa. OHM TO JIM CTOSUTM Ha 3emJle, TO JIU BUcenu Haj Hel. Obe
CTBOPKHM OBUIM TUIOTHO 3aKpbITHl. Bo3iie BOpoT AXeMeHHJ pa3iuduil JBE
BBICOUCHHBIC (DUTYpBI, HO CHOBA 3TO OBUIM HE JIFOJU, a CTPaHHBIE YPOIbI C
YEJIOBEYESCKUM TEJIOM W 3BEPHHBIMH TOJIOBaMHU. CKBO3b KOJBIIIYIIHUECS KITyOBI
JIbiIMa OH Ja)K€ HE MOT TOHSTh, HA KOTO MOXOXXH UYJAOBHIIHBIE BUICHUS.
3BepUHBIE MOPIABI TOPYAIW W3 TBIITHBIX YEPHBIX MAPUKOB, HIUPOKOILICYHE
(urypbl OBUIM HEECTECTBEHHO JUIMHHOPYKHMMH M XYABIMH. MexXIy HUMH
BHJIHEJICSI MAJICHBKUN TIIEAYITHBIM YenoBeuek. OH KIAHSJICS TUTaHTaM H
0OpMOTaJI YTO-TO CTPaHHOE:

— S — Tor BenmkHH, KTO co3man cBod cBer. S mpumen k tebe, Ocupuc,
cmaBa Tebe, Ocwupuc.... B cune m momu B Po-Ceray. Ilomaumuce B
MorymectBe B Aoumoce, Ocupuc!.... Tbl 00xoauimb He0O, TUIBIBEIIbL B
npucyrcTBuu Pa....

Apcam ycTaj MpUCITyIuBaTHCS K HEBHATHOMY Opey HecyacTHOM (QUTrypkH,
MPHOIM3HUIICS, YTOO JTydIiie OBUIO CIBIITHO.

— ...ponoxu emy myth B bonbmryro Jomuny. OcBetu myte Ocupuycy! —
pazobpaur niepc.

XKyTkoBaTeie CTpakm  HaJeriv Ha TOKETbIE CTBOPKH, BOpPOTAa €1Ba
MPUOTKPBUINCH, @ MTHOBEHHUE CITYCTSI U BOBCE MCUE3NIM BMECTE C TMTaHTaMH.
MaJieHbKHiA YelloBeUeK MOMIEN Jajbllle B TEMHOTY, W JIIOOOIMBITHBIH Apcam
ycTpeMuIcst 32 HuM. EMy moka3anoch, 9To JpIMHAS 3aBEca CTana mpo3padHei.
Brepenn oH yBuaen JBe JUIMHHBIC TPONHHKH, OTHOABIIHME YIUBUTEIHLHOE
03epo, TEMHas BOJa KOTOPOTO Topena spue Jroboro koctpa. KpacHbie
OTOJIECKH TITAMEHH OCBSIIAIN OJAMHOKYIO YEJIOBEUECKYI0 (PUTYPKY, 3aMEPIIYIO
Ha pacnyThe. EMy OblIo Han yem 3amymathcs. Ha 00enx TpOonMHKax IMyTHUKA
OXKHJIaTU JKYTKHE ypPOJIbI, Ha B3TIIA[ Iepca JOBOJIBLHO MAJI0 OTJIMYABIINECS OT
T€X, YTO OXPAaHSUIM BOPOTa, — MOJYIIOAH, TMONTy3BepH. TIIEAYIIHBINA OISTh
3a0opMoTal:

— Brnanpika nByx wctun! S mpumen k Tebe, o, rocroguH Moit!... Tor, ybn
Osm3Hensl TroouMble — J[Ba Oka, Bianbika nByx MICTHH, — TaKOBO UMS TBOE. ..

Hukem He 3ameueHHBIH, Iepc BCIOQY CIIEOBal 3a OOPMOTABIIHM
YeJIOBEYKOM. TOMy SIBHO OBUIO OYEHb CTpAIIHO, OH OYKBaJIbHO TPsCCS Ha
KoM mmary... Kasamock, OH HEMHOTO YCTIOKOUJICS, YKPBIBIIUCH IO/ CEHBIO
JKUJKUX TAJIbM, JaXKe TPHUCENT OTIOXHYTh. ApcaM NpUOJM3HICS K Oa3HCy.
3mech ABIIANIOCh Jierde, He ObUIO BUIHO MPAvHBIX ypozaoB. Ilepc perwi, 4To
TSDKKasl JIOpora IMOJAONUIa K CBOEMY KOHIlY, HO TIIEAYIIHBIA CO B3HOXOM
noaHsuIcs U noriéncs nanpire. OH Bc€ mén, mén, MAMO CMYTHO Pa3IHIUMBbIX
XOJIMOB, OTIIHPAsi OTPOMHBIE BOPOTA C IIOMOIIIHIO HEMOHITHBIX CJIOB.

AXeMeHH]T YCIeNl X0JOAHO OTMETHTh, KaKOi TsHKKud Open ero myuni. Ho
HE MOT' BBIPBAThCS U3 €r0 IUICHA.

— ...5l 3naro0 TeOs, 3HAF0 UMEHA COPOKa JIBYX OOroB, KOTOPhIC HAXOMIATCS B
Yeptore nByx MctuH, — Bce OyOHWI THIEXYIIHBIN. — ... KOTOpBIC MBIOT KPOBb
B ATOT JICHb UCIIBITAHUS B IPUCYTCTBUH Y HHedepa. ..
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JpIMHas TbMa pa3oM paccesnach, OTCTyHass Iepel OCIENUTENIBHO
COJIHEYHBIM CBETOM. B sIpKOi KeNTr3He mepc pa3inuyuuil JJIMHHBIA BBICOKUN
3ai. Beé 3nmeck kasanoch mepcy CTpaHHBIM M HemoHATHbIM. Ho oH He cran
OCMaTpPHUBATHCS, HE MOT OTBECTH B3IJIIA OT (PUTYpHI BBICOKOTO CTPOHHOTO
YyeJI0BEKa, BOCCEIABIIEro Ha TPOHE B JaJbHEM KOHIE 3aina. Han ero rosnosoit
CUSUL COJHEYHBIH KpyTr, KOTOpBIM W 3aJuBajl BCE CBOUM JKapKHUM CBETOM.
Manenpkuii 4eIoBeUeK, 32 KOTOPHIM BCIOAY CIIENOBaNT AXEMEHHU], TOPOILUIHBO
HanpaBUJICS K BenvecTBeHHOU (urype. OH CHOBa 3aroBOpWII, H OIISITH Apcam
HE MOT [IOHSTH CMBICTIA €r0 peyeil.

— Sl He coBepian HECMpaBeNIMBOCTA NPOTUB JoAeH. I He TpUTECHS
OMKHUX... S HE OTPaBILUL S He Aenan Toro, 9To HEYrogHo Ooram. S 4ucr...
YHUCT... YUCT...

Apcam  yctam OT OECCMBICIICHHBIX 3BYKOB, CTall BEPTETh TOJIOBOH,
NpUCMATpUBaThC comlypuBmmch. CHOBa 3am  OBDI IOJIOH CTPAHHBIX
BeIMYaBbIX TurautoB. OaMH W3 HUX C UIMHHOHM IIaKajlbell T'OJOBOH B
BBITSIHYTOHN pyKe Aeprkajl BeChbl, BHUMATEIbHO IJISASl Ha HEMOJBH)KHbIE YaIlIH.
ApcaMy TOKa3ajJoCh, 9TO B ONHOH M3 HHUX OBETCA KMBOE UYEIOBEUECKOE
cepaie. OH Ope3rJIMBO OTBEPHYJICA, HO TyT JK€ TMOXKaled 00 JTOM,
HATKHYBIIUCH B3IJISII0M Ha HOBOE UyIOBHILE, CTPALIHEE BCEX YK€ BUACHHBIX.
3agHUMH JlamaMd OHO MOXOIWMJIO Ha OYeHb OOJBINYI0 CBHUHBIO, TPYyAb H
nepefHue Jambl OBUTH JBBUHBIMH, a BBITSHyTash TEMHO-3€JIEHAas TOJOBA
KJIaranxa OTPOMHOM NACTBIO C Y)KACHBIMHU 3y0aMH. ..

— Kto 18I Tako#? — ycnpimran ApcaM packartbl TpoMa Hajl CBOEH TOJIOBOW. —
3ayem TbI 371€Ch?

ConHeyHbIH TUraHT TOBOPMII HA HEU3BECTHOM SI3bIKE, HO TEIEPh IEepC SICHO
MMOHUMAJI KaXKJI0€ CJIO0BO.

— 51 Apcam, u3 posa AXxeMeHUA0B! — rOp 10 mAarHys BIEpe mepc.

— Tebe 31ech He MecTo! YOmpaiics!!! — rpoxoTai Turasr. . ..

CusHue MOMEPKJII0, BUIECHUE UCYE3JI0, COBHAaHUE BO3BPAILajoCh MEJIEHHO,
My4duTenbHO. Jlunkuii kap He oTmyckaid. Apcam ¢ TpyAOM MOIHEC K JIUIY
TsokEnyro pyky. [IpoBen namoHpO 1O JIOY, MOKpPOMY OT MoTa. MeajieHHO
OTKpbUI IJIa3a, HO HHUYEro HE YBUAENA B IUIOTHOW TeMHOTe. OCTOPOXKHO
MOBEPHYJ MYUYUTENBHO I'yJAIIYyI0 T'OJIOBY, CBETJIEE HE CTaJO.

— Houb, — yausuics Apcam.

— CeroaHs HOBOJYHHME, camas TEMHas HOYb, — YCIBIIAI OH MPHUSATHBII
JKEHCKHW TOJIOC, YIIOBHII HEXKHBIA apoMaT AYIIHUCTOrO Macia.

HoBoe BuIcHBE BO3ZHUKIO YEPHBIM CHIYITOM Ha (DOHE Y3KOTO IpoeMa.
OpmHoO¥l pyKOW JKEHIMHA OTOABWHYJA Kpal IIMHOBKH, 3aMCHSBIICH IBEPD,
Ipyroil nepxajia KpOXOTHYIO IUIOIIKY € ropAuuM MacioMm. CBer oT Heé
KOJIe0AaJICs ¥ e[[Ba Pa3TOHSI ThMY, IOYTH HE OCBEIIIast JINIA BOIIEATICH.

Ona roBopuia MO-MUAMMCKH, HO HEPC 3HAJI 3TOT SA3bIK, OH MPUXOIUICA
JAJIbHUM POJCTBEHHHKOM U MPEXKHUM LapsaM Munnu. ApcaM OpUIIOAHSICS Ha
JIOKTE U BCMOTPEJICSI B TEMHOTY, CMOT Pa3jMyUTh TOJBKO €€ CHUITYIT.
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—I'ne 51?7 — XpuIuio copocusi oH.

— B Erunte, — npocTo oTBETHIIa HE3HAKOMKA.

— 3Oto ropoa? ®usel? Memdpuc?

— D10 nMeHne HoMapxa. Ho cromnmia Heganexo, eciu IIIBITh 0 peKe.

— Kro Te1? Kak Te0s 30ByT? — paccrpaniiBa nepe.

— Moii My MECTHBII HOMapX, — YKJIOHUJIACh OT 0TBeTa A04b Muann. — OH
MPUCIIANT MEHSI, TIOTOMY UTO S 3HAIO S3BIKH, YTOOBI CKa3aTh TeOe, 9TO THI TEIECPh
€ro BeYHbIH pad.

— A?! Hwuxorma! — Bosmytmics Apcam, — S u3 Axemenunon! S
POICTBEHHUK I1aps BceX HapoaoB! Mbl HUKOTIa HEe ObLIM padamu!

— Kup ©e cmor 3aBoeBath Erumer. ®apaoHbl HE MOJUHHSIIOTCS
AxeMeHHIaM, — MATKO BO3pa3mia KeHITHHA.

— DT0 HEHaJ0Jro, — HaJIMEHHO 3asBWI mepc, — KamOus 3aBepmut aeno
Kupa, u craner ¢papaonom Erunra!

— Ho moxa Ts1 pab Moero Myka ¥ JOJDKEH CMUPHUTHCS C ITHM.

— Hukorpa! — moBTopuir Apcam 1 OTBEpHYJICS.

Kenmuna tuxo ymma. Ilepc cHoBa octancs oawd. ['nmasa mpuBBIKIM K
temHoTe. OH CTall pa3iauyarh CBETIBIC CTCHBI, Y3KYIO IIENb ABEPH, KOJOHHBI,
ToJIIep KUBAroOIIHe MOTOJIOK. K 0/THOM M3 HUX OH OBUT IPUKOBaH 3a Hory. [lepc
3aperyan oT Oeccrims, yZapmil KyJdakoM B CTEHY. 3allypIuana, OCBINasch,
cTapas IITyKaTypKa.

— He ymeroT crpouth, — OTMETHJI ApcaM, — XOTh OBl y3HaTh, YTO 3TO
BooOIIe 3a momemeHue. Heyxenu, moasai ais paboB.

CrnoBo «pab» KIMHKOM pybOaHymo no cepaiy. [lepc onmsaTh yaapui B CTeHy.
U yemexHycs, Hal s HEOXKUAAHHOE YTEIICHUE:

— He rycro IieHHHKOB y 3TOT0 HOMapxa, pa3 s 31eCh OIWH-OTUHEIICHEK !
X0341H nonancsa Kakoi II0XOHbKui!

Hour oH mpoBen Oe3 cHa, TOpOOCTP W THEB HE IaBald AXEMEHUIY
COMKHYTb TJIa3.

— A xak Xopolro Bcé HauMHalloch! MeHs xmano Benmkoe Oynymiee. Cam
Kup mozaBunoBan 0br TakoMy Hadany! U g cam, cam Bc€ ncnoptri! 3axore,
BHIWTE JIM, IUTHITh HA TEPBOH K€ JOAKE, MEPBHIM CTYINHTh HAa ETHIIETCKYIO
3emito, BoT W Berymumi! Jlypak! Bomoi npensctuics! ITlouyBcTBoBay ceds
BIaabIkoil Mopei! A Tenmepr — korma emé KamOu3 mpeampuMer HOBOE
Hactyrienne?! CKoJIbKO eié MHe 0CTaBaThecsl pabom?!

OH 3110 TUTIOHYJT HA MBUTBHEIHA 10J1. Y TOBTOPSIT ¢ OTHAsTHHEM:

— Pa6! Pao!

Hacrymenust yrpa oH He 3aMeTHiI, B KOMHATy 0e3 OKOH HE MPOHHKAIH
YKapKue JIy9H COJHIIA. . .



I'naBa BTOpas

IIPUXOTH BOT'OB

Apcam  ycnmblllan royoca, KTO-TO OTOABHHYN TSXKENBIA IONOT, M U3
JIBEPHOTO NIPOEMa XJIBIHYJ SIPKO-KENTHINA COMHEYHBIN cBeT. Ilepc courypuics,
MIPUKPBLT TJ1a3a PyKOH.

B xomHarTy BOLUIM €ro crapble 3HAKOMIBI — CTapUK M KOCTJISBBIH
MOJPOCTOK, MX HIEU YKpalllald MACCHBHBIE 30J0THIC OXKEPENbs U AIHHHBIC
HUTKH Oyc, a JIBICBIC TOJIOBBI — YEpHBIC IUIOTHBIE TAPUKH U3 BEpOIIOKbEH
mepctd. Pykn ObUTM yHHM3aHBI IIMPOKMMH OpaciieTamMu W3 Jasypura. Bes
OJIeXKJa COCTOSUIA U3 JUIMHHOMN YINO0XKEHHOH B XUTpbIE CKJIAAKU JIbHSIHOH F0OKH,
Ha Horax OBUIM CaHAANMM M3 TpyOOH KOXH. 3a HMMHU CJIEAOBAIM  J[BE
xkeHIMHel.  OpHa OblIa JpeBHEH CTapyXoM, COTHYTOH M CMOPLICHHON Kak
KOpAra, Toke B 4EPHOM HIepcTSHOM mnapuke. OHa CMOTpena Ha IUICHHUKA
BOJISIHUCTBIMH TJIa3KaMH 0e3 pecHHI, Ope3riiMBO MOPIIMIIA KPIOYKOBATHIH HOC,
o0nu3bIBajia TOHKHE T'yOBbl, TOKa3bIBas MEJIKUE KENThIe 3yObl. ApcaM e€ U He
3aMeyail, OH *aJHO BCMAaTPUBAJICS B UEPThl BTOpPOH xeHIUHbL. Eif 6bu10 enBa
Oonbuie aBanuatd, B €€ OOMbIIMX TEMHBIX IJIa3axX JKWUJa IPYyCTh. J[Buramachk
OHa IJABHO M MATKO, BO Bced e€ TOJHOM ¢urype ObUIO YTO-TO KOIIAybe.
ToHKue erumerckue TKaHU obOjeranu e€ cTaH MITKUMM CKIajgkamu. Pyku
00BUBAJIN 30JI0ThIE OpacieThl, a IS0 ISATh PSA0B OYC U3 CEPLOIUKA U SIIMBI C
3acTéXKaMU B (DOpME COKOJIMHBIX TOJIOB. ['ycThle 4€pHbIC BOJOCHI BeHUasIa
u3dIHas AUageMa U3 Jla3ypuTa U 30J10Ta. E€ KOHIbI COEAMHAINCH Ha 3aThLIKE
JBYMs HIHypaMu ¢ kucroukamiu. Ilepcy mnokasanoch, 4TO OH YK€ AaBHO 3HaJ
STY JKCHIIUHY MU, MOXET OBbITh, BUJIEN BO CHE.

Crapuk KpUTHYECKH OCMATpUBAN IUIEHHMKA, MOTJaKUBas CBOM OpUTHIi
noJ00po0K, apadiyto mero. OH 4TO-TO cKa3aj, cTapyxa IPHHSAIACH CIIOPUTh
U MaxaTh pyKaMu. ApcaM [0rafaics, 4To HoMapxa 30ByT XepHuxop, a crapyxa
— Y0aunep, ero MaTb. AXEMEHUAA UHTEPECOBAJIO COBCEM JPYyroe, HO UMEHU
MOJIOZIOM JKEHIIMHBI OH TaK U HE y3Hall

Crapyxa cMayHO IIIIOHYJIA Ha TOJ M yIUIA, XEPUXOp MOOETHO BBIISTHI
Ipylb, CKa3al YTO-TO JKEHE IOBEIUTEIbHBIM TOHOM U YHAJIUICS, IIOJIHBIH
Ba)XHOCTH, BMecTe C ChlHOM. JKeHIIMHa octanack, ApcaM yIbBIOHYJCS el u
nonpo0OoBaj BCTaTh, HO LieNb HA OOJILHON HOTE MO3BONMIA TOJBKO CECTh Y
KOJIOHHBI.

— Myx Benmen TeOe ckaszaTh, UTO Thl OCTa€llbCcs B €ro JoMe W Oynemib
CTPOUTH TPOOHUILY, — IPOU3HEC]IA OHA THXO, TIEPC C YAOBOILCTBUEM OTMETHII,
YTO OHA CMYILEHA U IIPSYET IJ1a3a.

— Jlnst Hero s He TOJBKO HMOCTPOIO TPOOHMILY, HO CaM €ro MOXOPOHIO, —
3asiBUJI OH.

— Eruntsige cTposiT cBOM IpOOHMIIBI 330JITO 10 CMEPTH.

— Xaus.

— Myx Benen Te0e yIUTh ETHIIETCKHUH S3bIK.

9



— U1 kTo Oyzmer MeHsl yUuTh? — JIYKaBO CIIPOCHII Apcam.

— 31eck HUKTO HE 3HAET TBOETO S3bIKa. My MpHKa3al MHE O0yIUTH TeOsI.

— Sl roToB, — 6en03y00 YIBIOHYIICS TIEpC.

— S mpuny mo3xe, — MOTYNMIIACH JKESHIIHA.

Omna BbIIIIa, AXEMEHU] MPOBOAUI €€ AOJTHM B3TJISIA0M; TEMeph TOPIBIA
Iepc coriaceH ObUI OcTaThes B aAoMe HoMapxa. OH mpocTo HE MOT HUKYIA
YUTH OT 3THX TJIa3.

— Bunno, s, mpaBaa, momnan B 1apcTBO AXpHUMaHa, — XMYPHUJIICS TIEpC, — TO
OH HAaCchUTaJ Ha MCHS CTPAaHHBIC CHBI, CJIOBHO BHICHHE U3 aJa, TO HCKYIIAaeT
JKeHCKHMH TpeNecTsIMA. 3psi 1 BCE HE BEpWI, YTO Jr00as KEHIIWHA CO3JaHa
IyXOM pa3pyLICHHUs, HaM Ha ITOTHOEIb.

B omuHodectBe ApcaMm OCMOTpen pacmyXmIyl0 HOTY, 3710 TMOMSHYI
JEeMOHOB M NEPHYIN IEeNb H30 BCEX CHWII. B ritazax moiro crosuia TeMHOTa, HO
octpast 601p mOCTEeTIeHHO yria. OCTOPOKHO HOMIEBENIHI HOTOM, K CUACTHIO,
BCE OBLIO B MOPSIIIKE.

— Xopor1io, 3T0 TOJLKO BBIBHX. Temnepk Obl emé 1enb yopars.

OH nmonépran MacCHBHBIE METHBIE KOJIBIIA.

— Kpenko, x0Ts1 Meqb, KOHEYHO, HE JKEIIE30...

3aKOHUYUTH MBICTh €My HE AN, OISTH MOCIBIIANACH CTHIIETCKAs peyb, U B
MOJIyMpaK KOMHATBHI BOIUTH XEpUXOp M €I OIWH MYyXYnHa. ManeHbKHiA,
IIyIUIBIA, B TBUTBHOM mapuke. [lepc pacmpaBui IUledd, BCTPETHI WX
MIPE3PUTEIIEHON yIbIOKOH. ErunTsHuH yka3zan Ha HOTy cBoero paba. JIbIChIH
MEINIKO 3aKWBaJ, 3alllenTal, MOMEN K IUICHHUKY, HO HAaTKHYJCS Ha XOJIOTHBIN
B3IJIAI Tiepca M OCTAHOBWIICS OMACITHBO. XO3JMH MaXal pyKamH, SIBHO
Opansich. HamycTrics Ha BOIIEANTYIO JKEHY, JONTO, TPOMKO BO3MYILAICS, JasKe
Horamu toman. OHa Moi4a CIymmajga, a KOrJa OH 3aKOHYWI, >KCHIIMHA
oOpartuiachk K mmepcy.

— Myx TpeOyeT oT Teds MOUTCHHS U IIOBUHOBSHHS, — IIPOM3HECIa OHA TaK
MSTKO, 4TO XEpUXOop AEPHYI €€ 3a PYKY, OISTh CTal KpUYaTh.

— OH roBOpHT, — MIPOJOIDKHIIA JKEHIIIHA, HE JOCIYIIaB MyXa, — 9TO THI €ro
XeHyy — pal ¥ JODKeH MOBUHOBATHCS CO CMUPECHUEM.

B crarHoll dpurype AxemeHHIa OBLTO CTONBKO K€ CMUPEHUS, KaK JOXK/IS B
TBUTBHOM Oype. OH BCTall, CKPECTHI PYKH Ha TPYIH.

— He crout ero 31uth, Xepuxop MoKeT YOUTH TeOs1, — KEHIIWHA HE CMOTIIa
CKPBITh CHMIIATHH K TUICHHUKY.

My cobpai 100 B CKIIaJKH, ITOYecall CBOH OTBUCIIBIN KUBOT. Pab cMoTpen
Ha HETO C IPE3pEeHUCM.

— V¥V Bac, Kak s CIBIIIaji, pa0dbl CIUIIKOM IOPOTH, YTOOBI WX yOWBATh, —
PaBHOAYIITHO 3aMETHII Apcam, — 9eCTh Xepruxopa He CTOUT TaK JOpPOTo.

Jous Muanu Besl BCIIBIXHYIA, €€ MYK HE MOHSUI CIIOB, HO IIOYyBCTBOBAJ
ockopOirenre. OH cxxall KyJlakd U IBUHYJCS Ha Tmepca. AXeMEHH] CMEPHUIT €ro
B3TJIIIOM M PacXoXoTajcs. ETUnTsSHUH pa3eBan poT, Kak peida Ha Cyle, HO He
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3HaJ, 4TO CcKa3aTh. JKeHa MpUHsIAchk ero ycroKanBathk. I10TOM moBepHynach K
nepcy.

— Ckaxu, YTO TpU3HACIIh XEpPHXOpa CBOMM XO3SHHOM W TOKJISIHHUCH
CBOMMHM OOTaMu CIYXHTbh eMy. Toraa ¢ TeOsi CHUMYT IIelTb.

Apcam moiiman B3I )KSHIIMHEI, U, 00paliasch TOJIbKO K HEW, IPOU3HEC:

— YV MEeHS TOJNBKO OJUH OOT, a JIOXKb — XyIIINI U3 TPEXOB, B KAKIOM MOEM
cioBe ToibKo npasaa. Kistanycs Axypa Maszaoli 1 BceMu ero TBOPEHUSIMH, YTO
OTHBIHE OY/y CITyHUTh TeO€ OJTHOM U TOJBKO TEOS MOYNUTATH CBOCH TOCIIOKOM.

[I{exun kpacaBuibl BcnbixHyau. OHA COBCEM pacTepsIIach.

3amma crapyxa, moAépraia HOCOM, OYATO TPHUHIOXHBAasCh, BeJea
nepeBoanTh. E€ ronoc 3By4an pazapak€HHO U MOBEIUTEIHHO.

— Pa6er momxupl pabotats. Thl CHIIBHBIN pad M JOJDKEH MHOTO paboTath.
BonpHeIX paboB HAmO J€YUTH. DTO JEKAph [UIS KUBOTHBIX U CIYT, €CIH OH
TeOe He HY)XCH, CTyIali CTPOUTh TPOOHUILY.

Taxk u 3akoHUWIACh 11 Apcama cBoOojia. BeuepoM ero ocTaBHIIM B ITOKOE,
IOPUTPO3MB, YTO €ImE 0 BOCXOJA CONHIIA y HEro HAyHETCS HOBAs JKHU3Hb.
Erunrsiae BeImumH, OMSTh OCTaBUB AXEMEHHA B MOIHOW TEMHOTE.

— Oif, a iens?! — BOCKIIMKHY TTepc.

OH cpeman WepBBI BBIBOJ: ETUIETCKUM OOCIIAHBSIM HEJIb3Sl BEPUTH,
OCOOCHHO, €CIi OHW JaHbl pady. ApcaM  pa3IpakéHHO TIO3BEHEN
3JIOTIOJTY9HON METHOMN IEMBIO.

—TI'apocts kakas! Jlonro MHe enié Tak cuaeThb, OyaTo Jaibs Ha sKope?!

— Ckazaim ke Tede, TOIBKO 10 3aBTpa!

ApcaMm pe3Ko 00epHYIICs, B CAMOM TEMHOM YTITy OBLT SICHO BUIEH CHITYIT,
emé 6oree Y€PHBIN, UeM OKPY’KaloIias ThMa. BOKpYT HEro pacrpocTpaHsiIoch
MEpPTBCHHOEC CHHEBaTOE CHsAHHE. [lepc pasimuyuin XyZoro JOJITOBSI30TO
YeJIoBeKa C IIaKallbell TOJ0BOH, JJIMHHOW IOJBMIKHOW MOPAOH U OOJBIITMMH
320CTPCHHBIMH YIIIAMH.

— Cruns!

— Bor eme! — ormaxnyncst TeMHbIH crryaT. — Uik, packomanmoBancs!

Bo3myménneiii AxeMeHu | TPSXHYJI TOJOBOW, MOTEp Tia3a. Bumenune He
nporano. JKEnTele ropsue makaiby Iia3a HACMEIUTHBO CY3MINCE.

— Tol emé HoroW tomHu. CKa3aHO, HEOXOTa MHE TeOS CIyIIaThCs, —
MPOTABKAJ MIAKAJIOTOJIOBBIN.

— Te1 xkTO?

— bor.

— He mMoxet ObITH!

— I'me-to m He moxer, a 31ech 1 — bor. AHyOHMC — cTpaxk 3arpoOHOTO
1apcTsa, Hy ¥ 0or emé koe-uero. KoHe4HO, caMblil TJIaBHBIA y Hac Ha TOM
ceere Ocwupuc, HO mocnennue jer 200 erunTsHe cTamu HAc MyTaTh, KTO
TJIABHBIH, KTO He TNIaBHBIHA. OCHpHUC aXk MO3EJCHEN OT 3JI0CTH, HUYEro He MOT
nonenathk. Tak 9To nepes To00i HaCTOSIIH OOT.

3opoacTpuer] yCMEXHYIICS, a IIaKal MPeITOKILIT:
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— Xomb, nokaxy? Cmotpu!

['pyboe koJIbI10, CKUMAaBIIIEEe HOTY IJICHHHUKA, caMo c000i pazkaachk, 1erb
OTIION3/Ia K KOJIOHHE, CIIOBHO OOJBIIAst 3Mel.

— DOKYCHHUK, — TTOKaJ TuIeyaMu Apcam.

Mennast 3Mesi pBaHylJach K HEMy H IOIHSJIAch, CIOBHO KoOpa mepen
HamageHbeM. OHa MEUIEHHO TIOKAaYWBalach M3 CTOPOHBI B CTOPOHY, H
pa3)xaroe KOJIBII0 HAIOMHHAIO OTKPBHITYIO MacTh. [IIEHHWK BHUMAaTEIbHEH
B3TIISIHYJT HAa TEMHOTO HE3HAKOMITA.

— Tak 51 TeOs y>xe BUAET BO CHE, — IPUIIOMHILI TIepC.

— Kakue cHbl, — BO3MyTHIIaCh IIaKajbs TOJNOBA, — 3TO OBUI HACTOSIITHIA,
OYeHb HACTOSAIIUHN TocieqHui cyn. [lyma Toro erunTsHuHa OTIpaBUiIach B
paii. Tombko THI-TO 3aueM Tyaa npuriepcs? Krto teds 3Ban?

— He HyxHBI MHe Bamu cObopumia! S cam He 3Har0, Kak 3TO BBIIILIO.

— 3Haemp, HEe 3HACNIb, TOJBKO Temeph Tebe KUTh oA BiacThio borom
ErunTa. MBI TeOst 3aMeTHIH, TETIEPH YK HE CIPSUEIIBCS, TO3THO.

— Bot panoctb-To! — ipe3puTenbHO Opocui AXEMEHHI.

— Emg yBuaumcs! — TaBkHYT AHYOHC U Bicues.

Mennass menp TPOMKO pPyXHylna Ha TOJ W OcCTajach BailaATbes. llepc
HEIOBEPUYHUBO OCMOTpETN €€:

— MeTam kak MeTa, OIsATh 3MTI00HBIC IEMOHBI MYTSIT TOJIOBY.

OT yBUICHHOTO yIractoro AHyOWca W METHOW 3MEH OTMaxHyThCS OBLIO
JIETKO, HO HOTa TUICHHHKA OblJIa CBOOOHA OT OKOB, Oecrojie3Has elb MHUPHO
Jexkana TIMoojaib. JTO ApcaM MOT OOBSCHHTH TOJBKO OO0KECTBEHHBIM
BMEIIATeECTBOM. [lepchl y)ke JaBHO MCIIOBEIOBAIH eIHHOOO0KHUE, OTHAKO HE
KQXOBIH CIYy>KUTENIh KylbTa MOr OBl TOYHO HAa3BaTh MMEHAa BCEX AYXOB U
nemMoHOB. OOmIHe B 4yXOH cTpaHe pa3HbIX boroB Apcama He yIUBHIIO, HO
9TOOBI BOT TaK 3aIPOCTO MOOONTATH C XO3SHMHOM MHpPa MEPTBEIX. . .

— Hagno xe, — paccyxnan AXeMeHHU, — 5 COBCEM HE MOHUMAIO CTHITSIH U
JIeTKo o0Imatoch ¢ ux Ooramu. HaBepHska, Omaromaps napckoi KpOBU B MOHX
KHITaX.

TmecnaBue yChHIIMIO BCE COMHEHHUS, 1 ApcaM YCHYJ, YTOOBI TPOCHYTHCS
HACTOSIIIUM PabOM ETHIIETCKOro Homapxa Xepuxopa. Ha stor pa3 xo3smH
JaKe He 3aIIéN B CyMpavHOE JKIINIIE CBOETO IUICHHHUKA, IPUCIIAI )KEHY.

— Jlo dYero e mNpHsITHA HEOCTOPOKHOCTh TBOECTO MYyXa, — JIyKaBO
VIBIOHYICSI AXEMEHH].

Ona noTynmiack, HO TBEPIO MPOU3HECTA!

— Moii Myx yBepeH B MOEM OJ1aropa3yMHuu.

— A TBI — yBepeHa?

— Bce paboTHHKH yke coOpainch, TeOe HaJl0 TOPOIHUTHCS, — OHA Clenaja
BHJI, 9TO HE 3aMETHJIa €r0 BOMpOCa.

— [MomoxayT, — OTMaxHyNCsl pOJCTBEHHUK Hapeit [lepcun.

— HukTo He cTaHeT KIaTh OTHOTO, — HACTaWBalla 109 Muanu, — 10 Topoa
MEPTBBIX ITyTh HE OJHM3KUIA, HEe 3a0BIBaif, UTO THI 371€Ch TOIBKO pad.
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— 51 TBOW pald, — OMATH B3SICS 3a CBOE IepcC.

— 51 Toxe x04y, 4TOOBI TH IOTOPOMHIICA, — MSITKO ITPOM3HECTA OHA.

— Torna — yxe uny.

—Iloronu... a ems. .. st MO30BY Ky3HEIA.

— He crour.

AXeMeHH/]I IIapCTBEHHBIM KECTOM YKa3all Ha BaJSIBIIYIOCS ITOOAATH LEMb.

— Ko Tebst ocBoOOIMII? — axHYJa KpacaBuIla.

— Camu boru, — 6pocuit ropablii epc.

Kenmaa u mogymMaTths He MOTJIa, YTO B €0 CJIOBAaX HET HU Karwmm ok, U
BcE JKe OHa CTaja MoOamBaThCsl YAMBUTENBHOTO HHO3eMIa. E€ ayBcTBa coBceM
CMEIIANCh, KOTJa IUIGHHWK BBIOIET HAa 3alWTHIE  coiHmeM maBop. OHa
CMyTHJach, XBAaTWJIO OIHOTO B3IIsAa Ha JroOuMmma boro, 4ToOBI JBICHII
CTapbli My’ TTOKa3aJICs ei el€ OTBpaTUTEIbHEe.

[lepc >xMypwics OT SPKOrO CBeTa, IJla3a  YCHENH OTBBIKHYTH OT
OCJICTIUTEIBHBIX COMHEYHBIX JIydei. PermTenbHO OTPSIXHYNT CBOM M30PBaHHBINA
SIPKO-CHHUI XallaT, TJISTHYJ BBEpX: HeOO HaJ rojIoBOU yke ObUIO OeechiM OT
HaJIBUraBIIeics kapbl. [IIEHHUK eBa IIISIHYJI Ha IIMPOKHUHA JABOP OOJBIIOTO
MIOMECTbs, Ha CKYYHBIE CTPOCHHSI C IDIOCKUMHE KPBIIIAMH ITOJ[ CEHbIO THOKHX
najybM. Y BBICOKOTO 3a00pa M3 HEOOOXKEHHOTO KHpIHMYa, Ha KENTOH
MeCYaHoOH MOpOoKKe, paba HOMapxa OXXHIANO YeJOBEK JeCATh erHNTsIH. Bee
KaKk OOWH C ONWHAKOBHIMH MPSAMBIMH YEPHBIMH BOJIOCAMH, YAWBUTEIHHO
pOBHO oOOpe3aHHBIMH Yy Iuled. Bce OHM OBUIM IONMYTONbIe, B OMHUX
Ha0eIPCHHBIX TTOBI3KaxX, 00OCUKOM.

— Cyzst o uX OJeKAe ACHEK MPEICTOUT KaPKUH, — 3aMETHII TIepc.

Henonro aymas, Apcam BepHYyJICS B IPOXJIagablid oM. UT0O He CKOBBIBAI
JIBIDKCHUS, CHSAJI CBOW pBaHBIM cHHUM XanaT. CBepHYIN aKKypaTHO W TTOJOXKUIT
Ha TUHOBKY. OcCTaBmWiCS B OJHWX MITaHAX, BEPHYNICA K OKUAABIINM
eTUNTSHAM, XYIBIM ¥ XMYPBIM.

— Hy u paboTHHYKH, — yCMEXHYIICS TIepe, — JKaIKOe 3peuile, HEY>Keln He
HaIuIoCch padoB momyurie?!

— O10 He paldbl, — OOBSCHWIA KeHa XEpHuxopa, — KaKIBIH ErunTsHUH
00s13aH paboTaTh Ha CTPOIMKAX B TOPOJIe MEPTBBIX.

— Crpannsle mopsinkd. JlamgHo, OKa3bIBaiiTe, TOe COOMpAcTECh XOPOHUTh
Balllero HoMapxa, — BeceJo oOpaTwiics ApcaMm K pabOTHUKaM, M03a0bIB, YTO
OHH €ro He MONUMYT, — HAIeICh, IOXOPOH HEAONTO OCTaIOCh XXAATh, —
J00aBHII OH, TOJMUTHYB MOJIOJION KEHE CTaporo Xepuxopa.

OnHa cHOBa IPUTBOPWIIACH, YTO HE CIBIIIUT €0 HAMEKOB, H TOPOILTHBO
yIuia B JOM. A CTPOHWTENH TPOOHHMII MOIUIEIHCH BIEPEN MO MOpOre, KOHEIl
KOTOPO# HEBIpsUT 3a TOpU30HT. [lepc cKydanm cpeam erunTsSH, eMy OYeHb He
XBaTajlo XOTb OOHOro cobeceqanka. CtpowTtenu TpoOHUI] OBUIH Tak
YMOPHUTEIBHO CEPbE3HBI U COCPENOTOUCHBI, a AXEMEHHAY HE ¢ KeM OBLIO
MONENUTBCS BECENMBIMU  HaOmiomeHUsMA. Pa® HoMmapxa JIErKOMBICIICHHO
yIIBIOANICS, U pacCcykKJIal caM ¢ co0oit:
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— YynHoe MecTeuko, 3ToT Erumer. OueHp MmoaxojsIiee Ui TOTO YTOOBI
coiftu ¢ yma. S, kaxercs, yke Hadan. [lo HOWam ypoasl mepemiarcs, JTHEM
TOBOPIO CaM ¢ COOOM.

OH 3amMoiT4all, BIEYATJIMBIIUCH 3TOW MBICI0. Ho He BBImepxas BceoOIiei
YTPIOMOCTH, TIOTSHYJI 32 PYKY IIATaBIIETO PSIIOM XYIIOMIETO CTHIITSHIHA.

— Oi, ganeko emé? Yto-To s HE BUKY HUKAKUX CTpoeHui Briepeau. OqHu
TIOJISL.

Crpowurens rpoOHUI €ro He MOHsUI. PaccepeHHO 0nEpHYT pyKy, MPOU3HEC
9TO-TO TpO3HOE. ApcaM OCTaBWJI €ro B IIOKOE, MON4a OCMaTpUBAI
okpectHocTH. [lo 00erM CTOpOHaAM JOPOXKKH, MPOTONTAHHOW COTHEH OOCKhIX
HOT, SIBHO HE TMONXOAALICH U1 Mpoe3la IMOBO30K M KOJECHUI, TAHYIHCH
OcCKOHEYHbIC KBaApATUK{ TIAIIEH, HOKPHITHIE CBEKUMH BCXOHaMH. Brmoib
Ka)XIIOTO TOJSI TSHYIUCH PSIIBI OPOCUTEIBHBIX KAHAJIOB M KaHABOK, IOJHBIX
MYTHOW HWJIBCKOW BOJOW. 31€ch MOA MIESAPHIM ETHUNETCKUM COJHIIEM
KpEecThsIHE COOHMpany 1Mo TpU ypokas B roi. Bramm ObUiM BUIHBL PSABI
BUHOTPAJIHUKOB W Ooybliie cajubl. Takodl JIakoMbld KyCOK HE MOT He
MIPEITLCTHTD JKaJTHOTO 1aps rnepcoB — KamOuza 3aBoeBaTeins. AXeMEHHU]] JIETKO
MPEJCTaBHII, KaK TOOETOHOCHAs TIEPCUJICKAsi apMHUsI CBEXKEH MOpPCKON BOJTHOM
BPBIBACTCSl B COHHOE ETUIIETCKOE [APCTBO...

A moka pab Xepuxopa Tomas clieZioM 3a YHBUIBIMH paboTHuKamu. OJHOTO
B3MJa Ha WX 3aMOPEHHYIO CTaTh MepCy OBUIO JOCTATOYHO, YTOOBI TOHSTH,
9TO €My HEW30eKHO JIOBEpAT caMyl TsDKEmyro paboty. Kapkoe CBETHIIO
MOJHUMANOCh BCE BEHIME, OOXKHTAas 3eMIII0 Oe3KaJOCTHBIMH JTyYaMH.
I'opuzoHT TOnEpHYJNCs Oenecold OpIMKOW. ErumnTsHe cMoTpenn Ha Heé ¢
TPEBOTOM.

«JleHicTBUTENBEHO, OTKyIA 3[eCh B3SATHCSA TyMaHy?» — OOBSICHWI cebe ux
OecrokoiicTBO Apcam.

Crpoureny rpoOHHIIEI HOMapXa IPOJOJKAIN ABUTAThCS BIEpEN, HO BCE HE
TPUOIIDKAINCH K CBOCH IICTIH.

— Kyna momeBancst 3ToT Bam ropon MEPTBHIX? — BO3MyTHICA miepe. — Ecimu
OH HaXOJAWTCSI TaK JaleKo, TO MBI HUYETO HE YCIIeeM CHIEeNaTh, TOIBKO MPHIEM
— ¥ ropa yxe OyJieT BO3BpaniaThesl.

Ero crnoB erunTsHe HE MOHSIIM, OHA OCTAaHOBWIIWCH, IPUHSINCH MaXaTh
PYKaMH, CIIOPUTH O YEM-TO Ha CBOEM SI3BIKE.

— Mp1 ymyapwinchk 3abnyautbes?! — nmoragancs Apcam. — Il mo
CJIMHCTBEHHOW Y3€HBKOW TpoNMHKe W 3abpenu kynma-to He Tyna? He wHaue
JIEMOHBI HAC MOpOYAT WJIM KaK €ro TaM Bamiero. .. AHyouc, 4to jau?!

VYIIOBHB B €ro peyd 3HAKOMOE WMs, pPa0OTHHKH emé OombIne
3a0€CIIOKOMIIHCE, CTAJIN UCIYTAaHHO ITOBTOPSITH:

— Any6uc! Anyouc!

A TyMaH HagBUHYICS CO BCEX CTOPOH, CTYCTHJICS, CIIOBHO BepOIIOKBE
MOJIOKO; BCKOpE OBUIO TPYIOHO YK€ Pa3IHYUTh MBIl BEITSHYTOH PYKH.
AxeMenHn[ ObII B BOCTOpTE.
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— Bor yx He oxupan mocpeau 3TOH YHBUIOW paBHUHBI YBUJETH OCIBIH
TyMaH Kak B TOpax MOEW pOJAWHBL. YX, Kak erunTsiHe nepenyrammcs! 1 ects ¢
4ero, s CJBIIIAN, y HUX 3]IeCh TOXK/IEH-TO He OBIBACT, OTKYIa TyMaHy B3sSThCs?!

[TonmanHple (hapaoHOB MOBATNIINCH HAa KOJICHH, NPHHSUINCH BO3HOCHTH
MOJIUTBEI CBOMM MHOTOYHCIICHHBIM 0OOTaM, 30pOacTpHer] CMOTpEN Ha HHX
PaBHOAYIITHO.

— S BammM qypankum 0oxkkam He moasiiacten! M 6osTbest MHE Hevero!

Ho ctpanHbii TymMaH BcE€ HE pacceMBajCs, yCHIIMBAs CTPAaxH CTHUNTSH U
npoOupasich  Mep3KoH TpeBoroil B cepame Apcama. Ha Beskuil ciydwaid,
MOCTIEIOBATENb «I00POH PETUTHW MPOIIENTaNl clioBa AXyHBaphl — TJIaBHOU
MOJIHTBEI 30pOacTpUUIEB. A ETUNTSAHE TPOMKO MPHU3BIBAIN HAa MOMOIIH CBOIO
6oruHio:

— Hyt! Hyt! Hyt!

lopaslit mepc HACMENIIMBO OKHAAN, YTO OHM CTAaHYT AEJaTh HajIbIle.
Huuero ©He mnpoumcxommmo. Tyman W He [ayman paccemBaThCS, JIOAN
YyBCTBOBAJIN ceOs Ha THE KyBIIMHA ¢ MOJIOKOM. HU 3ByKa HEe TOHOCHIIOCH U3
IoTHOH Oenm3Hbl. HeokumaHHO, Apcamy IOKa3ajlioch, YTO OH Pa3JIAYHII
JAIEKWA YHBUIBIH, TJIyXOH 3BOH, KaKOW H3al0T TIpyOble KOJOKOJIBUYHUKH
BECSIIUE Ha IIee CKOTa. 3BYK OBICTPO TMPHONIMKAJICS, U BCKOPE CKBO3b 3aBECY
TyMaHa CTaJl BHICH HESCHBIH CHIYydT. MTIHOBEHHE CIIyCTS HaBCTpEUy
CTPOUTENSIM TPOOHHMI] BecElIOW PBICBIO BBIOEKATa CBETIO-KENTAs yIacTas
KopoBa. M3 HaOyxmiero Kpyriioro BBIMEHH Ha JOPOXKKY IaJaid KPYIIHBIC
KaIUTH MOJIOKA.

— Emé u xopoBa?! — ynuBmics AxeMeHHI.

[NomusBmme OBLIO TOJOBH HOANAHHEIE (DapaOHOB U €1Ba YBHIECB POTATYIO
CKOTHHY, CHOBa PyXHYJIH HUI. B MX MHTOHAIMIX 3a3Bydaiia 01arogapHOCTh U
BOCXUILICHHIE.

— Hyt! HyTt!

J’KuBOoTHOE OCTaHOBHIJIOCH, IMIMPOKO PACCTABHB HOTH, CTaJO OIIAPANICHO
MOTaTh TOJIOBOH, OTMaxWBasCh YIIaMH OT HEBHIAMNMOW Myxu. bompmme
TEMHBIE KOPOBBH TJIa3a COHHO YCTABHWJIMCH HAa CTPAHHBIX JIFO/ICH.

I'naBa Tperbs

JIOPOT'A K TOPOIY MEPTBBIX

CrnemoM 3a KMBOTHBIM M3 TyMaHa BBIOSKAN YEPHBIN, KaK ITOATOPEBIIHN
xJieb, TapeHp ¢ JIMHHOW MaTbMOBOW BEeTKOW B pyke. OH IpOMKO KpHYal Ha
KOPOBY, ¥ K €II€ OOJbIIEMY CBOEMY YIMBICHHIO MEPC PA3IMYMI B €r0 BOILIAX
3HAKOMBIE CJIOBA.

— Croit! Croii! Kakue n1eMoHEBI 32 TOO0# rousarcs?
ApcaM yXBaTHI TEMHOKOXKETO 32 PYKY.
— To1 kt0? Tol He erunTsHuH? THI MEHS MTOHUMAEITE?
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—Ilyctu! Beé s mormmaro! CaM-TO ThI KTO TakoM?

AXeMeHH/] BBIIYCTIII €r0 PYKY, TOPAO BBIIPSMIUICS, IPOU3HEC HAAMEHHO:

— 51 Apcam u3 pona uapeit [Tapcer.

— Uro-TO HE MOXOX THI HA IApsl, — PE30HHO 3aMETIII HE3HAKOMETI.

Ilepc cmyTmics, gaieko ObIIO eMy OTCI0Ja O IAPCKOT0 TPOHA.

— 5 pab HOMapxa Xepuxopa, — OypKHYJI OH.

— Tak y Hero, 4ro ecTb erie padbI?

— 5] eqUHCTBEHHBII.

— Bpsan mu. He 3Hato, xak THI moman B paOCTBO K HOMapXy, a MOSI CEMbs
3a[0JDKalla eMy CIIUIIKOM MHOTO, BOT 51 ¥ OTpabaThIBaIo.

— OrtpabarbiBaciib, MMOMaxuBas IaJTbMOBOH BETOYKOW? — YCMEXHYJCS
Apcam.

— Ecnmt OBI... KOPOBY MHE JOBEPHIIH TOJIBKO CETOMHS, a OOBIYHO 5, KaK BCE,
BOXXYCh Ha CTPOUTEIHCTBE TPOOHUIIBI, — B3IOXHYJ HE3HAKOMETI.

— Mg Toxe uneM tyaa. Jlaneko emé?

— OdYeHp JaneKo, — paccMesvIcs MapeHb, — BBl TOMAETE COBCEM B IPYTYIO
CTOpOHY OT Benukoit peku, a MEPTBEII ropoJ1 Ha Jpyrom eé Oepery.

— Heyxenm oHm, — mmepc TKHYJ ManbleM B COTOEHHBIX €TUNTSH, — CAMU HE
3HAIOT Ky/a uaTu?!

— Cnpocw y HEX.

— He Mory, o MeHs HE TTOHUMAIOT, a 51 uX. B 3T0# cTpane ThI — BTOpPO
YeNoBEK, ¢ KOTOPHIM SI CMOT TOTOBOPHTH. XOTh THI W IIyTaellb CIOBAa BCEX
M3BECTHBIX MHE SI3BIKOB.

— Moii oTer| 3aHMMAIICS TOPTOBJIEH M 3aCTaBWJI MEHS YUUTh SI3BIKHA PA3HBIX
TOproBueB. Kakmplif KapaBaHIIHK TOBOPIUI II0-CBOEMY, BOT I M HAXBATAJICS.

— Torma ckaxkn STHM YyAWKaM, 9TO0 MOTHUMAINCh HA HOTU W OEXamu
00paTHO K CBOMM JioMaM, paboyvnii IeHb OKOHYCH.

— JIoBKO THI pacmopspKaemibes UY)KUMH PaOOTHHKAMH, — TPHCBUCTHYI
TEMHOKOXUH MacTyX.

— Cyng mo TymaHy, pacnopsDKaroch HE 5, & MECTHBIC HOCHUTENH ITypamnKux
TOJIOB.

— He cnieritn ockop61siTh Boros, 3To TII0X0 KOHYHUTCS.

— S nomHIO, AHYOHMC TOBOpWJI 4YTO-TO TMOJOOHOE, — OTMAaxHYJCS
JIETKOMBICTICHHBI AXEMEHU]I.

— Hy, 101 3a3mancsa! He ynmuBuTennHO, 4TO BOKpPYr TeOS IPOUCXOIUT
HEBECTH UTO.

B aT10 Bpems octaBneHHas 0e3 MpUCMOTpa KOPOBA M BIIPSIMb IPOHUKIACH
YYBCTBOM COOCTBEHHOW Ba)KHOCTH, TOPIO BCKHHYyJIA pPOTaTylO0 TOJOBY,
Kalpu3HBIM B3MaxoOM VINeH OTOTHajla HAa30WIMBYI0 MYyXy H MEUICHHO
IBUHYIIACH B OIS, 00beAaTh cBexue nodern. Heoxnnannas O6e3Haka3aHHOCTh
MOJCTETHy A e€, U )KHBOTHOE PE3BO MPHITYCTHIIO MPOUYb OT CBOETO MAacTyXa U
MMaJIbMOBOU BETBH.
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— Hekorna MHe ¢ ToO0M, — OpocHII mepcy ero HOBBIM 3HAKOMBIN U TIOOEKal
JIOTOHSITH KOPOBY. — YBUIUMCS 3aBTpa Ha CTPOIKE.

Apcam XoTen OBUTO €ro0 OCTaHOBUTBH, HO TEpPEeayMall, YBUAEB, UTO CTUNTSIHE
CaMH TIOHSJIH, YTO IUTH HE Tyxa, OpaHsiCh, HOIHSIINCH C 3€MJIM U IBUHYIIUCH B
oOpatHbIii TyTh. TyMaH MeIJIEHHO CTAHOBWJICS MPO3pPAvHEH, Jierye W BCKOpE
BOBCE pacTasyl, CIOBHO €ro W He ObpuIo. ErummTsiHe yAuMBISITHCH, CIIOPWIH,
TBHIKAJIM TANBIEM TO B OJHY, TO B JPYTYIO CTOPOHY. ApcaM HpHCITyIIHBAJICS,
OBITANICSL  yragath, O 9EM OHHM TOBOPAT, HO HAIPAcHO: EAWHCTBEHHBIM
3HaKOMBIM €My CIIOBOM OKa3aJIoCh UMS BCE TOTO K€ 3IIOMOTyYHOTO AHyOHCa.
[lepc Opocun Gecrone3HOe 3aHATHE, PEIIMB, MPABIA, HPHIOKUTH MAKCUMYM
YCHJINN Ha YPOKaX CBOEU MPEKPACHOU XO3SHUKH.

OOpaTtHast Jopora okaszajach YIUBHUTEIBHO KOpOTKOW. CoOBCEM CKOpO
BIIEpEAN TOKA3INCh 3a00p W KBaIpaTHBIE KPBIIHN ABYXITAXKHBIX CTPOCHUI
ycaap0br HoMapxa. OHU OBUTH CJIOKEHBI U3 JKENTOr0 KUPIHUYa-ChIpIa ¢ ABYMSI-
TpeMsi MaJCHBKHMH Y3KAMH OKOIIKAaMH W IUIOCKMMH Kpblmamu. llepen
JOMaMH TOpYal IECATOK IMAIbM, HO WX BBICOKHE TOJNBIC CTBOJBI M IYYOK
JKECTKUX [UIMHHBIX JIHCTHEB HA BEPIIMHE HaBEBaJIM HA AXEMEHHAA TOCKy. B
CKaJICTBIX TOPax €ro poJauHbI He ObLIO OYHHOW 3€JIeHH, OJJHAKO JHO00H KyCT
CO MHOXECTBOM BETOK, C MEJIKHMH BECEIBIMH JIHCTOYKAaMH Apcamy ceidac
Ka3aJics BO CTO KpaTr MpeKpacHed majbMoBOH pormru. Ho GOJbIION TEHUCTHIH
caJl IPATAJICS 32 BEICOKUM TPEXITAKHBIM XO3SHCKUM goMoM. OH OTIHYANCS OT
OCTANTBHBIX YETHIPHMsI KOJOHHAMHU B ()OpME CTBOJIOB IANHpyca, Mepea HUM
OJiecHyJ 1 HEOOJBIION MPSAMOYTOJNBHBIA OacceliH. AX, Kak Jajieka ObLIa ero
3€JICHOBATas BOJA OT IPO3PAYHON CBEIKECTH TOPHBIX pek!

Morozmoit epc B3rpyCTHYJ OBI, HE TOSBUCH BO3JIE Orpagbl OOBHCIIONy3as
¢urypa Xepuxopa. OH OBUI 10 CaMBIX AT 3aBEPHYT B OCIOCHEKHYIO TKaHb,
KOHEIl KOTOPOH, IepeOpoIIeHHBIH Yepe3 IUIeY0, IpUACpKUBAIl PYKOH. YBHICB
BO3BPAMIAIONINXCS PAaOOTHUKOB, HOMapX MIMPOKO PAa3WHYT POT M OTYASHHO
3aMaxai CBOOOIHOM PYKOH, CIIOBHO COOHMpPAIICS B3JIETETh. XEPHUXOP HE IMIPOCTO
opaJl Ha CBOMX pa0OYHX, OH CXBATHJI TOJICTYIO HAJIKy, YIpOXKast UM PaclpaBOi.
[ToxopHbIe cTpouTeny TPOOHUI] 3apaHee BTSHYIU TOJOBH B IUICYH. A TOPIBIH
AXEMEHHI TOJIEKO PacCMEsIIIC.

— Teneps monsTHO, Boru 3aresuin BCIO UTPY ¢ TYMaHOM pajd TOTO, YTOO
BIIOBOJIb TIOCMESATHCS HaJl YMOPHUTEIBFHBIM THEBOM HOMapXa.

Xepruxop HE MOT HH YCHBIATh, HA Pa3raJaTh CMBICIA IIYTKH, OJHAKO
OCKOpOMJICS 10 TIyOWHBI Iy, B OCIIeHCTBE PEIIUTEBHO IOMBITANICS
CIIOMAaTh CBOIO TaJKy, HO TONBKO ymuO KojeHo. OH MpomoinKaid opats U
TOIIATh HOTaMU, a TIOAYHMHEHHBIC €My eTUNTSHE O0pEUeHO IUIETHCh K XO3SMHY.
ApcaM TIOpazoBaics, YTO He 3HAET 3IIOCIOBHOTO CMBICIIAa TPOMKHUX Borwieid. Ho
U Tak OBUIO JIETKO IOTamaThbCs, YTO, BO3MYIIEHHBI HEBUIAHHON HATJIOCTEIO,
JKpell IpU3bIBajl Ha TOJIOBEI Pa0OOTHUKOB THEB BCEX U3BECTHHIX eMy boros. He
JIOXHIAsICh UCIIONHECHUS CTPAIIHBIX MPOKJLITHH, OH caM Moxde,al K HUM U
TPUHSIICS JIYIIUTH [0 CIIMHAM CBOEH KPENKOH MaJKOM.
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Xepuxop 3aMaxHylcs ObUIO WM Ha AXEMEHHIA, HO Kak-TO OBICTPO
nepexyman. OH TOJBKO CHHM3Y BBEPX ITOCMOTpPEN Ha HAJIMEHHOTO pada, cpasy
OCTBUT M OOMSIK. MomJan, HENPUATHO MOPIIHI HOC, BRICTYIIUBAs JKaI0ObI
paboTHUKOB. OTKpBUT POT, YTOOBI OOBHHUTH BO BCEM IIepca, BCTIOMHHJI O
0ECIOIe3HOCTH YIPEKOB U KPUKOB, IIOBEPHYJICS K JOMY, 320paj THYCaBO:

— AHaxwut, AHaxuT!

B otBer u3 moma Habexanu OeCHONe3HbIE CIYTH U CITyKaHKH, OHU JOJTO O
4éM-TO CIIOPHJIM Ha POJHOM S3BIKE, HOMAapX CHOBa BCE OOJIBINE CEepIMIICS U
pa3maxuBan nankoi. Iloka Ha mopore He MOSBIJIACH €TO JKCHA, KaK BCET/a
CHOKOWHast u HeToporumBas. CTymas MSrKO, Kak KOIIKa, OHA IMOJONIIA K
MYXy, YyABIOHYyJach, IOJIOKWIA PYyKy eMy Ha Iuedo. Herpomko MupHO
3aropopmiia. ApcaMm ciuyman e€ pedb Kak MY3BIKy. Xepuxop cpaszy
YrOMOHWICS, KaK MaJCHBKHA peOEHOK OT 3BYKOB KOJbIOeNbHOW. OH pa3oM
1M03a0BUT O BO3MYTHUTEIHHOM IIOBEICHHU CTPOUTENCH M KaKk HH B 4EM HE
OBIBAJIO BEPHYJICS B IPOXJIATAy CBOETO AOMA.

Xo3s1iiKa OTIyCTHIIA CIIYT, MSITKAM JKECTOM yKasaja IMPOITPadUBIINMCS
pabounm Ha Ompkaiimee crpoeHne. 1 OHE OXOTHO MCIIONHIIN €€ OBEICHHE.
A mepcy COBCeM HE XOTEJIOCh TONATh CIEAOM 3a Pa0OTHHKAMHU, OH CIOBHO
3aBOPOKEHHBIM HE MOT OTOPBATH B3TJISAA OT MATKUX JABIKCHUH JKCHIITIHEL.

— Tebe He ciemyer Tak ceOs BeCTH, — YIPEKHYJa OHA, — HE3a4eM JIMIITHUI
pa3 3nmuTh Xepuxopa. B rHeBe oH Tak OTBpaTHUTENCH.

— Jla, ma, oH yxaceH, — paccMesuics TepC, NPUIIOMHHB YIPAKHEHHUSI
HOMapXxa C MaKOH.

— 3ps cMeenTbesl, OH TBOM XO3SIMH, — CTPOTO HATIOMHMJIA JKCHIIIMHA.

— YV MeHs HeT X03i1Ha, — TOPAO BEIIPSIMUICS AXEMEHHU/, — HO Y MEHS €CTh
X03s1iiKa, — 700aBHUI OH JIACKOBO.

— Crynait B 10M JJisi paOOTHHKOB, YYHTh ETHIIETCKUN OylIeM Beuepom,
cedyac y MeHsI MHOTO JieTl.

ComHIle CTpeMUTENBHO YKaTUI0Ch 3a ropu3oHT. C Huna npuneren cBexuid
BeTepok. CBOOOAHBIE PAaOOTHHUKH PAa30ILINChH IO CBOMM JIOMaM, U TIepC BHOBB
ocrancst oguH. OH cHUAENT Ha TPOCTHHUKOBOM NIWHOBKE B aOCONIOTHO ITyCTOH
KOMHATe, Kyla He MPOHMKAN Jake TyCKIbIH cBer. [Ipummo monroxmaHHOE
BpeMsl ypoka. ApcaM TOYYBCTBOBAJ 3HAKOMBIA 3amax IYIIACTOTO Macia, U
cepane pamoctHO 3abmimock. EnBa jKeHIMHA BOIDIa B KOMHATY C MaCIISTHBIM
CBETIJIPHUKOM, W Cella Ha IIMHOBKY PSIIOM C HUM, AXEMEHHU] 3a[all BOIPOC,
KOTOpPOTO OHA CTapaTeNbHO m30erana BCe dTO BpeMsl.

— Kaxk Te0s 30ByT?

— XeHyy He3a4eM 3TO 3HATh, — MATKO BO3pa3niia OHa.

— Kaxk Te0st 30ByT? — MOBTOPYJI OH HEXKHO.

— Jiist Te0s1 ST TONBKO TOCIoXka, )KeHa TBOETO XO3SHMHA.

— Kak HazpiBaet Tebs Xepuxop, KOrja Bbl OTHU?

— OH 30BeT MEHS JKCHOH, — YKIOHSIIACh OT OTBETA KCHIIMHA.
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— 4 3Hato. OH otBparutTensHo Ipyd. Ho Beap y Tebst ecth mMs? — mepc
MIPHUBUHYJICS OJFKE.

Omna otctpanuiacsk. OH MOBTOPUI MAaHEBDP, CMEHUII TEMY.

— A KTO 3TOT KOCTJISIBBIA MOJIOKOCcOC? MHE MOKa3ajioch OH Has3bIBal TEOs
Mamoii, mouemy? OH ke el1Ba TeOs MOJIOKE.

— Oro [lerybact — cbiH Xepuxopa OT cTapilei )KeHbl, OHA yMepJIa. .. BepHee
OT HAcTOsIIeH >XKeHbl. Sl Belb TOJIBKO HAJIOKHHUIIA... KEHOM XepHuxop 30BET
MEHSI TOJIBKO 3/I€Ch, B TIOMECThe. Sl BCerna )KUBY 3/1€Ch, a B CTOJIHILY OH €3IUT
0e3 MeHs. PonmoBuThle erunTsHEe HHUKOTZHA HE OEpyT B JKEHBI NIEBYIIEK U3
JOpYTHX CTpaH.

— S Tak W 3Ha|, OTOT CTapblii BepOMrOa Tebe coBceM He MOAXOauT! —
obOpamoBaics Apcam.

JKenmmHa yneIOHYIAach, MPHUKPBIB POT Jagomkoil. Ilepc momonasuHyncs
emé, oHa clenaia BUA, 9TO HEe 3aMEeTHIIA.

— Pemeno, — 3asgBun ApcaMm, — s TOXe CTaHy Ha3bIBaTh TeOsI MaMoH, s
OoJbIe Ha TeOsI MOXO0K, YeM BCE 3TH CTUIITSIHE.

— He Hano, Mo€ nMs — AHaXHT, — COBCEM THUXO CKazaja OHa.

— AHaxWT, — TIOBTOPWJI OH C HEXHOCTHIO, — MPOIITY, Ha3bIBall MeHs Apcam,
TaK 3BaM MEHS Ha poamHe. S1 He Xouy It TeOs ocTaBaThCs OE3BIMSIHHBIM
XCHYY.

— Xoporo, Apcam.

AHaxXuT OTOIBUHYNACH OT HETO, PE3KO BCTaNa, OBICTPO, CTPOTO 3arOBOPHIIA:

— MBI TpaTiM BpeMsi, MHE HYXXHO €I HayIuTh TeOsI CTOIIBKAM CIIOBaM.

— JIns Havaia CKaXxwu, Kak OyJeT Mmo-3/IeIIHeMY — JIF000Bb, KpacoTa. ..

— DTH cj0Ba Ha cTpoiike TeOe He MOHaIo0ATCs! — BCIBIXHYB, 000pBaja ero
JKCHIITHHA.

— O, s mOCTPOI0 TBOEMY MYXKY CaMyl0 KpacHUBYIO TpOOHHILY, — JIYKaBO
VIBIOHYJICS TTepC, — BO3BMYCH 3 JIEJIO CO BCEH JIF000BbBIO!

Crporass AHaXWT HE MOIJIa CHCPKaTh YIBIOKY, CHOBa OITyCTHJIACh Ha
IIMHOBKY, Ha CAMBIN JAHAN OT Iepca Kpaw.

— Jlydme Hay4mch MOHMMATh HPOCTHIE KOMAaHIBI, — IOCOBETOBANa OHA, —
TaM, Ha CTPOWKE, HAJCMOTPIINKN HAYETO HE CTAHYT JOITO OOBICHATE.

YHpsMBI 1epc MOCTYIIaacs COBETa M CTAPaTEIbHO MOBTOPSII 32 JOUYEPHIO
Munuu crpanable crmoBa. OH OKa3aycsi CIIOCOOHBIM YYEHHKOM H, KaK TOJBKO
mepecTan OTBICKAThCs, OBICTPO IPOJBUHYIICS B M3YICHUH €THIIETCKOTO SI3BIKA.
Kenmmnaa naxke pacckaszalia €My HECKOJIBKO PYraTelIbCcTB, KOTOPBHIE MOTYT
KpHYaTh HaICMOTPIIAKA. ApcaM CIIPOCHIT HEOKUAAHHO!

—Yro takoe Hyt?

— 'me TB1 HaxBaTaCs TaKUX CIIOB? — BIPYT paccMesuiach AHAXUT.

— OmHa KOpoBa Ha yXO MICMHYIA.

— 3Haunr, oHa Tebe MpEeNCTaBWIACh, — 3BOHKO CMEsIach JKCHIIUHA, —
MOJKET, THI 3HAKOM H ¢ npyrumu boramm?

— Tompko ¢ caMbIM TOXJIBIM, KaK €r0 TaM... AHyOUC, KaXXeTcsl.
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’Kena Homapxa axHyIa, UCITyTaHHO 3aKPhLIa JINIO PYKOH.

— He mytu tak! Pano Tebe emnié BcrpeuaTbes ¢ AHYOHCOM.

— 3ps BBI €ro Tak OOUTECH, BECENBIN MapeHb, — MOXKAJ TUIeYaMHu AXEMEHHU]I,
— TOJIBKO C TOJIOBOU MPOOJIEMBL.

HaxmypuBmasics AHaxuT TakuX OIyTOK HE TOHUMAJIA.

— Ha cerognst ypok oKOHUYEH, — CEphE3HO CKa3ayia OHa.

— A 3aBTpa Oyzer HOBBI?

— He 3naro... ecnmu My BeNuT.

— My, — IPe3pUTEIBHO PBIPKHYI APCKHUH MIICMSIHHUK.

JKenmriaa GBICTPO BCTalla HA HOTH M BBINUIA M3 KOMHATEL. ApcaM HE yCIem
JaXe TpUAyMaTh, Kak e€ ynep)kaTh. 3a CTEHaAMH €ro HOBOTO HEYIOTHOTO
JKWIHIIA HacTajda HOYb. AHAXUT yHecla ¢ co0oi lammy, U AXeMeHHU ] CHOBa
OKa3ajcsl B IOJIHOW TEMHOTE.

OH naxxe He YAMBWJICS, YBUJIEB 00Pa30BaBIINNCS B JAIILHEM YTy TEMHBINA
VIIACTBINA CHIYIT, CIIPOCHI OYAHUTHO:

—Yro, 1 Tebe He crures?

— 51 coBceM He cIUTIO, a THI, XeHYY, MeHsS 3a0aBiselib, — OTO3BANACh
IIaKaJbsl TOJIOBA.

— [IpencTaBmsio, 0 9ero TH CKy9aellb CPEAH IePEIyTaHHBIX ETHITTSH.

— Ckyuato, — B3JIOXHYyJIa TEMHOTA.

— benusra.

— Her, Hy 310 yXe Harmocth! — paccepamics Anyouc. — Jloxwics,
CMEPTHBIA MEHS KaJeeT.

— Ckaxu cracu0o, s He HAIIOMHHAKO, YTO TeOs BOOOIIE HE CYIIECTBYET.

OmrapanieHHbId  €THUNETCKHA bor paswHyNn Iakajibio IacTh, OCIIEHO
BEIITYYHII T71a32a ... UCUE3.

[lomHS1 0 mpencTosmeM TPYIOBOM IHE, ApcaM HE CTaj TPATUTh BpeMs U
yIercss Ccmate Ha CBOe XKECTKOEe IoKe. B 3Ty HOUB JHOOOMBITHBIE
3BEpOITOIOOHEIE ETUTIETCKUE CYIIEeCTBa ero He mocemanu. OH BOBce HE BHICI
CHOB — HH BOJINICOHBIX, HA OYAHHYHBIX.

Pa3Oynmun AxemeHuma TPOMKHH pe3KWid 3BYK OT yaapa OWYOM ITO
KaMeHHOMY Tory. Apcam cpasy mnpocHyics. C  aBepHOro mpoéma HUHOBKA
OblTa yOpaHa, CBET 3allOJHSUI KOMHATy, OCBEIIa] BHYIIUTEIBHYIO QUTypY
HaacMoTrpuiuka. OH OBUT TPY3HBIH, OIETHI TOJBKO B TPAIUIHOHHYIO
HaOeIpEeHHYI0 TOBSI3KY, TOJIOBY €ro yKpamraid 4épHBIH MapuK, MOKOpode U
MOXKMXKE 4eM y Xepuxopa.

«[loxoxe, erumTsHE IBICCIOT Cpa3y, KaKk TOJNBKO MOOMBAIOTCS KaKOH-
HUOYIB TOIHKHOCTHY, — ITOTyMall TIepc.

— brictpeit! beicTpeit! — kprdan HaICMOTPIIKK.

[ToToMoK mapeii ABUTANICS HAPOUUTO MEIUICHHO: OAEPHYII, ONPABIII IITAHEI,
pacuecai mITepHel BOJIOCHL.

— beictpeit! beicTpeit! — Gecuiicss erUNTSHUH.
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st 60IIBIIOT0 yCTpaIIeHUs OH Pa3MaxHYJICs, YTO0 OISTh MIENKHYTH CBOUM
OW4YOM, HO THEB CHITPaJ C HUM 3JIyIO0 IIYTKY, 1 KOHYHK OMYa CTErHYyJd €ro 1o
6ocoit Hore. HameMOTpIIKK B3BEUI, 3aKPYKHUJICS Ha MECTE, CXBATWICS 32 HOTY
U CTaJl OpaTh TaKWe BBIPAXKCHHUS, CMBICI KOTOPBIX IE€PC MOHSI, HE 3HAs HU
cioBa. EMy nake mpHIIIOCH MOAOKIATH CBOETO CTPaka, IMMOKa TOT 3aKOHYUT
CTpPaHHBIN TaHEIl.

Ha sToT pa3 Bo nBope cobpanock ropaszno Oombline padbouux. beut cpenn
HUX ¥ BUEpalTHWA NacTyx. Apcam oOpamoBaics eMy Kak poJHOMY. 3aTo ermé
TPOHX HAICMOTPIIUKOB BOBCE HE 3aMETHII.

— Hy u9to0, moiiman cBoi0 KOpoBY? — MONPUBETCTBOBAB, CIPOCHI IEPC Y
CBOETO HOBOT'O TIPHUSTEIIS.

— XBaa boram, oHa He ycrena Janeko yoeKaTh.

— A moveMy ThI He JKHBEIIb 37IcCh y XepHuxopa, ek Thl ero pad?

— [lo3mHUM BewuepoM s BO3BpAIAIOCh B CBOIO XIKHMHY. Benb s TONBKO
otpabatsiBaro 1oiT. Pa0bl, 3axBadeHHBIC B 0010, COBCEM JIPYTOe JIETIO.

— B 6oto, — ycMexHyIics niepc, — u3 Xepuxopa BOMH, KaK M3 MEy3bl TUIAII.

— DTO TOYHO, — PACCMESUICS TEMHOKOXHA, — HAIll HOMapx XpaOphlid, Kak
I1aKaj, ¥ CHIBHBIN, KaK TyIIKaHYHK.

— Hu pasy He BHIen Takoro Iy3aToro Imakania.

— BunHo ero kyxapka BKYCHO TOTOBHT.

— Emy BooO111e MOBEe3110, — B3AOXHYJI Apcam.

[lpuarens THSHYT Ha HETO BHUMATENBHEW, COIIYpHJ YEpHBIE IJIa3a,
I10Kayaj rojIoBOM.

— -3, Opar...

ITepc 3aroBopui 0 gpyrom.

— 4l Benmp Tak M HE 3HAIO, KaK TeOs HA3HIBAThH?

— [ananban.

— HWms cnumkoM Topmoe, OHO OOoJbIIe TMOAXOIUT BEIUKOMY BOXKIIO H
TTOJIKOBO/IITY, — 3aMeTH Apcam.

— 51 moka He 3HAMEHHWT, a g Mpo TeOs y)Ke HacibllaH. Bpems ckydHoe,
CITyxu pazoerarorcst ObICTpo. TBOIT XO35IMH y)Ke BCEM yCIel OXBACTAThCS, 9TO
003aBeJIcs HACTOSIIUM padoM.

— 3psa xBactaercs, BoT-BOT KaMOH3 mpeamnpuMeT BTOpOe HACTYIUICHUE, U
IPUAYT COBCEM IPYyTHE BpeMeHa, HeKoraa OyIeT IOCKyJaTh.

— Tak THI HajeemibCcs, YTO IAPh MEPCOB OCBOOOIHUT TeOSA? — YCOMHUIICS
IaraunOba.

— VBepen! — ropio nponsnec AxeMmeHu. — S ero poJICTBEHHUK.

Ero mpusitens IpuUCBUCTHYII, HO HE OCOOCHHO MTOBEPHII B IPABIUBOCTH ATHX
rpoMKuX cJ0B. CTpOUTENH TPOOHHIBI, MEXKAY TeM, YK€ IBUHYIHACH B MYTb.
BecnipyunHHO  cepAaWThIe HAACMOTPIIMKH INENKATH CBOMMH  OMYaMH,
TOPOIIHIIH.

— UHTepecHo, MaeKo JIM Mbl YHIEM ceroHs, — Oypdali mepc.
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Mumo onsTh NOTSHYJIUCH OAWHAKOBEIC MOJIS ¢ KaHAJaMU M KaHAaBKaMH, MO
HOraMy OBLTa Takas K€ MBUIBHAS JOPOKKa, OJHAKO ApcaMm OBIT yBEpeH, 4TO
TETeph OHM UIYT COBCEM B APYTYIO CTOPOHY.

— Te1 paB, — moaTBepawt ["aHHMOAN, — CeTOMHS MBI TOUYHO MaeM K Humy
BEpHOI I0POTOM.

— 9710 emmé 3aueM?

— Bo-niepBBIX, ropoa MEPTBBIX HA IPYTOH CTOPOHE PEKH, a BO-BTOPHIX, U3
9ero, MO-TBOEMY, 34€Ch MOXKHO YTO-HHOYIb CTPOUTH?

TeMHOKOXHI TOBEN PYKOW BOKpPYT. Apcam TOKE€ OCMOTPEINCS, XOTA YK€
3Ha)] 0TBET. Ha paBHMHE rima3y He 3a 4TO OBUIO 3aLEMHUTHCS.

— Ilocne kopabnekpylieHusi, — BCIOMHWII TIepc, — 5 CIaccs Ha KaKOH-TO
CKaue.

— 3Hauut, Te0Oe MOBE3NI0 HAWTH SMHCTBCHHYIO CKally Ha 3TOM Oepery.

— MHe gacrto Be3€T.

CoBceM psioM 3amenkaid OMYd, W HAJACMOTPLINKH 3aKpUYaId 9TO OBLIO
CHIT:

— brictpeii! beictpeii! Bac xxnath He OynyT.

Ha Bcsiknii comyvait mepc cienan BUA, YTO MOCITYIIAJCS.

I'naBa yerBépras

PABCKUI TPY ]

Bcxope oH pasznuunn Brepenu 3enényro 3mero Huna, o KoTopoi Tak MHOTO
cIblman pasbiie. [locne mpUBBIYHBIX OYPHBIX XOJOAHBIX TOPHBIX pek Ilepcun,
BEJIMKYIO ITOJHOBOJHYIO a(pUKaHCKYIO peKy OH ceOe MpeiCTaBiIsI COBCEM
uHaue. EE crokoiiHble, MOYTU CTOSYME BOABI HE IOKA3aJIUCh IEPCY HU
[IIyOOKHUMU, HU CYyJOXOAHBIMU.

— Ota nyxa u ectb Baml Hun?! — npe3purenbHO yTOYHUI OH.

— Beero numb ognH U3 pykaBOB AENBTHI, — HOSICHUI ['aHHMOAI.

Ilepc BHEpBBIE YBHIEN PEKy, KOTOPYIO MPHUBBIK CUHTAaTh BEIUKOH U
eArHCTBeHHOU. B 3710 Bpems roza Hum, ycmokouBHIMCH TOCIE pas3iuBa, B
CaMoM JieJle HaIOMUHAJ CIISIIEro KPOKOJUIa, HO CTOMIIO €My NMPOCHYTHCH. ..

— Bunen Obl TBI 3Ty JIyKy BO BpeMs pa3iuBOB, Thl ObI COBCEM MO-APYrOMYy
3arOBOPHMII, — C TOPJOCTBIO CKa3al MacTyX AXEMEHHIY, — BbIIIE 110 TEUECHUIO
€CTb J)KyTKHE IIOPOTH U JAaXE CIydaroTcsi OypH, B KOTOPBIX TOHYT JaJbH.

— Mo3eTt ObITb, s U IOBEPIO, KOT' /1A CaM YBIIKY.

Conune 3abupanoch BCE BbIIlEe, MpUMeEKano BcE cuiabHed. JlecsaTok
paOOTHHKOB HOMapxa B CONPOBOXJCHUU TPEX HAACMOTPLIUKOB JOIIIH 0
MOJIOroro peyHoro Oepera. Uepe3 HEHUIMPOKYIO B 3TOM MECTE PEKY ETUITSHE
NEPENPABILLINCH HA MAJIEHbKOM YTIOM OYEHb CTapOH JIOMYOHKE.

— Xorts 661 MOuca 3Ta pyxJisiib BEIIEPKUT? — YCOMHUIICA TIEPC.
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— OTO mepenpaBa MEXAy TOPOAOM >KUBBIX M TOPOJOM MEPTBBIX, — BaXKHO
MIPOU3HEC ETUNTSIHUH.

— Jloakoi moNb3yl0TCS € CaMOT0 COTBOPEHHS MHpa?

B wHe mnonpaBuBmmiics AXEMEHHIY JIOAKE BO3BBIIAICS MpPAYHBIN
oOropeBmuii Ha comHIEe MepeBo3YMK. OH BBHITIISAICT TaKUM XK€ TPEBHUM, Kak
€ro MoCyINHA.

— YecTHO TOBOPS,, — CMYTUBIINCH, OTKIUKHYINCS ["aHHNOAM, — S HE 3HAIO, 5
BCETJa BUIET MEePEnpaBy TaKoH.

— Tak HaM HaJ0 Ha Ty CTOPOHY?

B romnoce nepca npo3Byuano Henosepue. OH KpaifHe OCTOPOKHO CTYIWI Ha
XJIUMKYIO JIOAOYKY; K HEMAJIOMy YIUBIICHHIO IIE€pca, Ka3aBIIUHICS CTapbIM U
HEMOIIHBIM TIEPEBO3YMK CHJIBHBIMH YBEPEHHBIMH IBIKEHUSMH OBICTPO Tped
uyepe3 peky. Benuknit Hunm cam momor emy OCTaBUTH MAcCCaXUPOB. T OJIBKO
CTYIIUB Ha TBEPIAYIO 3eMJII0, ApcaM B3JIOXHYJ C oOJierdeHueM. A XMypbIid
JONOYHUK O€3 JUIITHUX CIIOB Cpa3y OTIPABIJICS B OOpAaTHBIA IyThb U OYCHB
OBICTPO TOSABWIICA C APYIHUMH Naccakupamu. Ha meBoMm  Gepery pekw, Ha
MeCYaHol OTMeNM ObUT yCTpoeH HebOousbmiol mpuuan. Bosne Hero 3amepiia
erumneTcKas JIMHHAS Jaabs. CIIOKOHHEBIE BOIBI JaXKe HE TIOKAYNBaAIIHN €&.

— Crout, cTIOBHO BKOTIAaHHAS, — TTOpa3WiICcT Apcam.

— Hudero yauButensHOTO, — 3¢BHYN ['aHHMOAN, — OHA CIMIIKOM TSDKENAS C
TaKUM TPY30M.

— Kakum?

— Jlagpst Harpy)keHa KaMEHHBIMH OJOKaMH Ui TOopolda MEPTBBIX, HX
JIOOBIBAIOT JANICKO B BEPXOBBSX U 110 PEKEe MPUBO3ST K HAM.

— A 0o0paTHO J1aes o3eT NPoTUB TeueHus? He mopesio rpediam!

— Ilycroe cymHo — 310 epyHnma. bwiBaeT, 4ro BBEpX IO TEUYECHHIO
MTOTHAMAIOTCSI U C TPY30M.

— He xoten ObI 51 OBITh IPpeOIIOM, — B3IOXHY AXSMEHHI.

— Hama y4acts He merde. Ckopo cam yOenumIbes.

PaBHbIf TIapssM  He Mor ceOe MPEJICTaBUTh 3aHATHE Ooyiee THKEIOro H
MOHOTOHHOTO, 4YeM pabora rpebma. OH TPOCTO HE TOBEPWI CBOEMY
erurnerckomy mnpusarento. Ho... TOT 3Han, 0 4€M roBOpuiI.

Han Geperom Bo3BBIIANACH JepeBsSHHAsA Oaika, KOPOTKHI €€ KOHeIl| ObLT
OIyIICH K 3eMJIe, K HeMy OBLIO TPHBSI3aHO HECKONBKO MEIIKOB C MECKOM, a
JUIMHHBIA TOIHAT BBICOKO B HE00. CoopyKeHHe NpEACTaBIsUI0 W3 cels
OrpoMHBINA phrdar. Korjga nmuHHBIA KOHEN HAKJIOHWICS K TPYKEHOHU J1ajibe, K
HEMY MPUBS3aIN OIUH U3 MACCUBHBIX KaMEHHBIX 010K0B. PaboTHHKYM Hanerm
Ha MEHBIINH KOHEI, U TPYy3 MEIJICHHO IMOAHSUICS B BO3AyX. OOIHBAsCH TOTOM,
MIpOJ0IDKas MABUTh HA pPbIUar, eTUNTSHE CTAIM MOBOPAYMBATH CBOH Kpail K
peKe, 1 KaMEHHBIH OJIOK TIOILTBLI II0 BO3IYXY MPOYb OT Kopadis. Ero 6epexHo
ONMyCTHJIM Ha 3€MII0, W TpoleAypa NOBTOpmiIack cHoBa. Bckope
HAJICMOTPIIUKH BEJCIH APYTUM padOTHHKAM CMEHUTH BBIHoxXmmxcs. Hacrama
ouepenb Apcama u ["anaubana.
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Hackonpko Jjerye w mnpusTHee HaOmoaTh 3a paboOTON Ipyrux, 4em
Tpynutrcs camoMmy. HecMoTps Ha TO, 4TO KOpPOTKHMH KOHenm Oanku ObuI
YTSDKENEH, ISl TOTO YTOOBI OAHATE TPY3 JaBUTH Ha MIPOTHBOBEC HYXKHO OBLIO
M30 BCEX CHJI. A TIEPEHOCHUTH CTPAIIHO TSHKETBIC KAMEHHBIE OJIOKH C JTafbH Ha
Oeper Obuto emé Tspkened. OT HENPUBBIYHON HArpy3Kd AXeMEHHI 3Bepell,
C)KUMal 3yOBl, KIISUT CyAB0Y, MTOCYHYBIIYIO €My TaKUe HCIBITAHUS.

['apHMOan, Kazanoch, Jerde MepeHOCH TATOTHL. Y HEro OCTaBaUCh emIé
CHUIBI TO | JI€TI0, 33JBIXasICh, OpOCATh 3aMEUaHMsL:

— Uro-To wacto MpYT HOMAapxu MOCIEIHEE BpeMs... s YK€ TPEThIO
TPOOHHUILY CTPOIO. ...

— Ilopa yxe UM cTaTth CKpOMHEE... — MOJAEPKaI IIepC, — a TO M CTPOUTh
OyzZeT HEeKOMY, Bce paOOTHUKH NIEPEeMpPYT Ha CTPOMKaX.. ..

— DT0 XOpomo, MBl emé IaJeKo OT CTOJMIBL... TaM HEAaBHO (apaoH
nomep. Ero rpoOHuna ropasno 6onbine, deMm Ui HOMapxa, a TOBOPAT emé B
IpeXKHHE BpeMeHa (hapaoHOB XPAHWIH B MUPAMUIAX, TAKYIO TPOMAIHHY KTO-
TO K€ CTPOWII, MyIHJICA. ..

Korma mocmemnuit GIOK OMyCTWIICS Ha 3eMIIIO, PAa0OTHHKH YCIETH YKe
HECKOJIBKO pa3 cMeHHUThCs. CTaBmias 3aMeTHO JIeTde M BBIIIE Jaabs, TUIABHO
KaqHyBIIHCh, TIOIUTBIIA B OOPATHBIN IyTb, IBMKMMAsl CHIIBHBIMHU JIPY>KHBIMHU
yIapaMu Becell. ApcaM pelii, 9To paboTa 3aKOHYeHa.

— Hy u xapa 3aeck y Bac! Iloliny xoTh 0OkynHych B BameMm Hwumne. Uto0
OXJIAZUTCSL.

— Jlaxxe HEe B3AyMai! — pe3Ko OCTAaHOBWII €ro MpHsTeNb. — B 3TOoM MecTe
peka kumut kpokoawiramu! Ceiigac BpeMsi, KOTJIa OHH 0COOCHHO T'OJIOTHBIC.

—Yac ot vacy ue nerde! Kpoxoawisl — 310 emi€ 9aro?

— He 4t0, a xT0! — "'aHHMOAaIa BO3MYTHIIO TO, YTO KTO-TO MOKET HE 3HATh
MOIIH ¥ KPOBOXKATHOCTH X03sieB Hrra. — BoH, cMOTpH, TUTBIBET.

OH ykazan mepcy Ha CepenuHy peKH, HO TOT CyMeN Pas3TiBIIeTh TOIBKO
ps10b Ha BOZIE OT OBIDKYIIUICS HE TO KOPSTH, HE TO KOUKH.

— Oro wu ecTh Bamie uynoBuine? — paccmesuics Apcam. — OH ke He
KpyITHee phiObI!

— 3pst cMe€uIbes, — HAXMYPHIICS TEMHOKOXKHH, — 3Ta pBIOKa MPOTIIOTHT
TeOsI M HE 3aMETHT.

— ITomaBurcs!

B 510 Bpemst ImIIBIBIIAs IO PeKe Kopsira pe3Ko MOBepHYyIa K Oepery. BumHo,
KPOKOJWJI OBbUT CHJIBHO TOJIOJNCH, €CIU T03a0bIB  OOBIYHYIO JICHHUBYIO
MEIIUTENFHOCTD, IBUTAJICS CTONb CTPEMHUTENbHO. [lepc U 3aMeTUTh He yCIien,
KaK HUJIbCKasl PENTHIINS MPEOIOJIeNIa PacCTOsHIE, OTHeNsBIIee e€ oT Oepera.
MrHOBeHHE CITyCTsI Ha TeCKe MOSBWIACH TOJOBA C [UIMHHON YyZOBHIIHOU
3y0acToii macThio, KOPOTKHE JIalbl, IUIOCKOE TEJI0 W MOKa3aBIIUIACS
AxeMeHHITy 0ECKOHEYHBIM XBOCT.

— OH e BABOE JUIMHHEE, YeM CaMbIil BBICOKHI YEIIOBEK, — ITOPA3MUIICS CHIH
ropHoii [lepcun.
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— Bexxum! — kpukayn [anHnOan. — DTa TBaph W Ha Cylle OIyCTpas, Kak
rasensb!

Ho Apcam He mor caBunyThcs ¢ Mecta. OH CIIOBHO TPHUPOC K 3eMIIe,
3aBOPO’KEHO TISIS Ha OBICTPBIC JKaJHBIE IBIKCHUS Kpokoamia. Eruntsane yxe
OpOCHIINCH B PACCHITHYIO, YyJOBHIIE PA3UHYNIO IACTh, IBITASICh CXBAaTHUTh
OHOTO M3 HHUX 3a HOry. CTpamrHple 3yOBI COMKHYNIHCH... llapHro ymamock
yOexaTh, 1 MOHCTP yTpoOHO 3aypuai, moiiMaB mycToTy. [IOBTOPATH HOMBITKY
KPOKOJAWJI HE CTal M 3a70M YIIONI3 00paTHO B BoAy. Y Apcama Jaxke JbIXaHue
HepeXBaTHIIO.

— OTo0 TOXE OAWMH U3 BamMUX bOroB? — XpUIUIO CHPOCHI OH Y
BO3BpaTHBINErocs I anauOaa.

— Kpokoaun? Koneuno! Cebek — bor, HO Bpsi1 7111 3TO OBLIT OH caM.

— U yacto 31ech Takoe?

— Kpokogumnel HamagaroT perymspHO, Hamo ke uM ecTb! JIOBST KOpOB,
aHTHJIIOI, Ja’Ke OBIKOB.

— A monen?

— Camo coboii.

— VY Bac He cocKy4HIbCst!

— Hekorjaa cky4ath, — TOMOPIIHJICS TEMHOKOXKHH pad HOMapxa.

XOTs1 ero HOBBIM MPUATETh TOBOPUI HA HEBO3MOXKHOM CMECH SI3BIKOB, K
TOMY JK€ XXYTKO KOBEpKaJ CJIOBa, IIepC JIETKO MOHUMAaJ €ro MM, TOYHee,
JIOTaabIBAICS O CMBICIE pedeH, Oyaromaps Ype3BBIYAHO OOoraTtoil MHUMUKE
I"aranGana. JInmo ero ObII0 HEBEPOSATHO MOABMXKHO. OH OypHO pearupoBai Ha
T00yI0 MaJIOCTh, ApcaMy Jaxke TPH >KEJIaHWH HE yIalock OBl TIOBTOPHUTH BCE
VKUMKH €ro (Qu3noHOMHH. BOT omsare OBICTpoil BONHOW 1O €ro JHUIy
npoOekanu pazgpa)keHHe M CTpax, CMCHHINCH BBEIPAKEHHEM ITOKOPHOM

YCTaJOCTH.

— Xsatur otaeixats!  Berats!  Paborate! — 3aménkanu  Omyamu
HAJICMOTPIIVKY.

— Yo emre? — cripocwi niepe. — Jlaaes yruibLia, Tpy3 Ha Oepery.

— Temnepb HY)XHO IOCTaBHTh KaMHH JI0 TOpoAa MEPTBBIX, — OOBSICHHUII
Tannubair.

— Ho s He By HUKaKUX IOBO30K.

— 3ayem oBo3kHU? bioKH 710 CTpouTENbCTBA J00CPYTCS M O€3 HUX.

— Camnu?!

— Ecnu Obl.

[Ipusarens ApcaMa COCTPOII OYEPEAHYIO HMOPA3HUTEIBHYIO POXKY, KOTOpas
OIMHAKOBO TOYHO MOTJa OBl O3HAUaTh HACMEIIKY HAaJ HAaUBHBIM IIEPCOM U
J0Cay Ha TO, UTO TSDKECTH HE YMEIOT ePEIBUTATHCS CAMOCTOSTEIBHO.

— CMOTpH, TIEPBEIA OJIOK yXKe MOTAIMIN, — YKa3aJl OH Ha KOIOITHBIITUXCS
BO3JIC KAMHEH CTHIITSH.

Pasrmsanes, ueM OHU 3aHATH, AXEMEHH]T 33I0XHYJICS OT BOZMYIICHUSI.

— Heyxenu tak Bcerma?
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— A 4ro Tebe He HpaBuTCs? — ycMexHyics ['ananban. — M kaMHU goTamum,
U OoTHUTH(YEM KaK CIeIyeT.

Crpoutenn TpOOHHUIBI TOACYHYTH NOX OJIOKH KaKWe-TO MOIIECYKH U
00BsI3aM TSDKENBIA KaMeHb BepéBKaMHy. J[Boe BIPSATINCEH B NETIH U HOTAIIIIN
OJIOK, a TpeTWi CTajl MONHBATh IOPOXKKY Nepel HUMH BOJOH W3 OOIBIIOTO
KyBIIMHA. KaMmHM ABHTANNCh MEMJICHHO, MOJ HUMH IIypIIai IPHUIABICHHBIN
MOKPBIH MTECOK, C3a/Ii OCTABAJICS POBHBIN MITUPOKHI CIIE].

— Droro He MOXeT ObITh! MHE Bce CHUTCS! — BOCKIIMKHYI ApcaM. — Henb3st
TaK M3/E€BaThCS HAJ JIIOABMH, BEIb OHHU Jaxke He paOsbI!

— 3aTo MBI ¢ TOOOH PadbI-XeHYY, — HATOMHHJI CTUIITSIHUH.

Kak pa3 06 3ToM BCIIOMHIIN HaICMOTPINUKH. [ToydrB BechbMa OIyTUMBIiA
yoap Owdom, mepc moiMain OpOIIEHHYIO €My BEPEBOUHYIO INETIIIO M BIPSTCS
TaIIUTh KaMEHHBIH OJIOK.

— To1 GoBIIOHN, ONWH CIIPABUIILCS, — TAPKHYIT HAJICMOTPIIHK.

IMomocnepmmii 'aHHNOAT CXBATHII BTOPYIO BEPEBKY, KPUKHYI:

— 41 Oyny momorath, OH IOpOTH HE 3HAET.

— He 3a0mynutcs, — X0XOTHYJI HaJCMOTPIIUK, — JaTHO OCTaBaics, OT TeOs
BCE PAaBHO HUKAKOTO MIPOKY.

Ilepen HuMu 3amaran XyAroOMIMA ETHNTSHUH ¢ KyBITMHOM. [lepBble maru
[TOKA3aJuCh MEepCy COBCEM HE TPYIOHBIMH. JIaBHO  BBEITIaKEHHAs] TaKUMU
rpy3amH, IOpOKKa Oblia pOBHOW. Y paboB XepHuxopa HAIUIUCh JaKe CHIIbI Ha
Pa3TOBOPEL.

— Pa3Be B TBOEH cTpaHe Tpy3bl MEPEMENIAIOT COBCEM MHAYE? — yIWBISICS
CTUNTSHUH.

— Jns 3TOrO ecTh NOBO3KH, JIOMAAW WiIH OBKA. Jl[a W 10 TOpHBIM
KaMEHHCTBIM IOpOTaM HUYETO TaK HE MOTAIHII.

— Jlomaan BO3SAT KoNeCHUHB (PapaoHOB M HOMApXoOB. bBBHIKM HYXHBI
KpecThsiHaM, 4T00 00padaThIBaTh 3€MITIO, BRIPANTUBATH YpOkai. beiku qoporu.

— JlemmeBie 3aMEHATH UX CAaMHUMH KpecThstHaMU? JIFOIH 5K CIHIIKOM CIIa0bI
JUTS TaKO# paboThl! — paccyxman AXeMEHHI.

— BBIXOAWT HE CIUIIKOM, €CIIH CHPABIIAIOTCS ¢ HEH YK€ MHOTO BEKOB.

— Moxer, BB W NPHUBBIKIA, a MEHS JKIall0 COBCEM Ipyroe Oymymiee, a
TETepb. ..

PoncTBeHHHWK mapei TOPBHKO B3MOXHYN, JOJITO MOINYaj, ITOTOM BBIAAN
0e33a00THO:

— MypaBbuika He Oe30eTHHHUK,
Bpocuin crapeiii MypaBelHHK,
3ax0TeNoch MypaBbiO
CecTp B KpacuByIO Jiajibo!
U Temeps oauH Kak mepet
B nomags mpeBpatuiics mepc.

On mompagnen emeé OombIe, MPONU3HEC THXO:
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— CounHSIO CTHIIKH, Kak Oa3apHBI TOProBell, a BeOb MCHSI YUIIU
BBICOKOMY CTHUXOCJIOKEHUIO — SI3BIKYy HeOec. S ciryman mecHH JydInx HO3TOB
moeii PonuHbl.

— 3abynp! — nmocoBeToBan npusAteno ['anauOan. — He pBu nymry Medramu.
Cynp0a Hallla HaM HeBeIOMa.

— Ha Bce Bostst Axypa Maszna, — COTJIaCHIICS 30pOacTpHell, — 3HaTh ObI XOTb,
470 OyzIeT 3aBTpa.

— A THI cTIpOCH Y CBOWX OOTOB.

— Moii bor He Tak 00JT/IMB, KaK 34CIIHKUE.

— Tebe-To oTKya 3HaTH?! — yCOMHMIICS pab HOMapxa.

Uectnplii paccka3 ApcamMa O TIOCIEOHEH BCTpedYe C IIAKAIOTOJIOBBIM
AHyOucoM mokasancs ['aHHWOanmy XBacTiaWBOW BbIyMKoW. OH He CTal HH
paccIpammBaTh, HA CIIOPUTH, TEM 0OJIee YTO KaMEHHBIH OJIOK CTAaHOBHIICS BCE
TSDKeNlee, TallluTh ero Obuto Bc€ TpynmHee. Kakiplid mar TpeGoBasl OONBITHX
yeunuii. Y paboB HOMapxa BO3HHUKIIO BIIEYATIICHHE, YTO 3JIOTIOJYYHBIA KaMEHb
LEeIUIsieTcss 3a JOpOoTy, He JKenas OBUTaThcs. OHH  MONYANH, IIBIXTEIH,
CMOTpeNr Ha COTHYTYIO CIIMHY €THIITSHHHA, TOJMBABIIETO MECOK TepPe] HIMH.

Bcro mopory Apcam cmotpen cebe MmoJl HOTH, BHJAET TOJBKO PBDKEBATO-
XKENTHIN mecok. JloOpaBHInch IO MecTa Ha3HAYCHHWS, IEpPC C HACIaXICHHEM
BBINIPSIMAJICS, YCTAJIO TIPHCENT HAa HEHABUCTHBIN €My KaMeHb, BBITEP TIOT cO Ji0a,
ocmortpencs. [lonmnHa MEPTBBIX M BOPSAMb Ka3zajach MEPTBOM JIBICHHOW Cpenn
3eneHeBIIUX nojeil. OHa pacnonoXuiach Ha I0JIOrOM BO3BBILIEHHOCTH, U
CyXHe BeTpa COYIH BCIO IUIOJOPOTHYIO TOYBY, OCTaBUB MEPTBBIM TOJBKO
0C3’KM3HCHHBI 1TeCOK W KaMHHU. |'pOOHMIIEI, HE CIUIIKOM OTIMYABIIHECS OT
OOBIYHBIX TOMOB €THMTSH, — OJHOATAXKHEIE, IIPH3EMHUCTHIE TOCTPOUKH TECHO
JCWINACH IPYT K APYTy. Y OTHX COOPYXCHUH OBLIM HE TOJBKO ABEPH, HO
JaKe OKHa.

— JleHiCTBUTENBHO, WEJNBI TOpPOA, — YAWBWICA Mepc, — TAE XKe 3/ech
TTOCEJIUTCS HAIll HOMapX?

— BoH, BUIUITE HEAOCTPOCHHEIE CTEHBI? — MOKA3aJ eTUITSIHUH.

— Ckopeii ObI OH CI0JIa TIepedpaics, — YCMEXHYJICS AXSMEHH/T

Bokpyr paccepeHHO 3aIiénKaii Oudu.

— He cunets! PaGotats! beictpeii oOpatHO!

— 3aueM o0paTtHO? — MEPECTIPOCHII Y TPHSTENS MepC, yKe IMOHUMAs, 9TO
TOT MOYKET €My OTBETHTb.

— Ha Gepery ocrajioch emé MHOTO KaMHEH.

Tak u He ycren AXeMEHHU] TOIKOM OCMOTPETh JONHHY MEPTBBIX. 3aMETHI
TOJBKO CPEAM CTPOCHHH KaKhe-TO CKyIbNTYyphl. OOpaTHEIA MyTh paOOTHUKU
mpojeNany  TOYTH  OeroM, TIOATOHSAEMBIE  OKpHKaMH ¥ OWdaMu
HAJICMOTPIIHKOB.

— Korna-au0Oynp s yObIo BceX Tpoux! — B ceprax moodemnan Apcam.

— He 11U ¢ 3TM, — OypkHya ["aHHMOAIT.

— Hauny nipsimo ceiigac!
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[Tepc pe3ko OCTaHOBWIICS, TOPAO MOIHSI TONOBY, HAICMOTPIIMK TYT XK€
3aMaxHyJICS Ha HET0 OMYOM, 3a0pal:

— He crosrs! Untu!

Tonkas 3Mest Omya pacrpsMUIach B BO3AyXE, METHYJIACh K HEIOKOPHOMY
paby, Apcam MOIHSI PyKy, CXBaTHiI €€ KoHel, AEpHYN K cebe. HamecmoTprmuk,
HUKAaK HE OXHIABIIWI TaKOl HATJIOCTH, Kpemde CXKal PYKOSITKY, MOTSHYN Ha
cebs. Ilepc népHym cwiapHee, W HE3aJaWIMBBIA CTHUNTSHUH ITOTEPSII
paBHOBeCHE, €Ba HE MOBAIWIICS HA JOPOTY, BEICTABIII BHEPEN MPSIMBIC PYKH,
onépcss Ha HUX, OKA3aBINUCh HAa YETBEPEHBKaX. /IpyXHO, Kak IO KOMaHZE,
paboOTHHMKM HOMapxa 3aroroTald, YCTaBHBOIMNCH Ha Hero. OcCTaJbHbIC
HAJICMOTPIIMKA HE MOTJIH JOMYCTHTh Takoro 0e3o0pasms. OHM MPHUHSIINCH
MENKaTh OMYaMu, HO WX YCWIIHS IPOTANU JapoM, BeIb OJWH KHYT OCTaJICS Y
mepca. B yMmensIx pykax 3TO Opyaue MacTyXOB CTalO TPO3HBIM OpPYKHEM.
OtoOpaHHBIIA ApcaMoM OWY CBHUCTEN B BO3JYXE, JIOBKO CILUICTANICS C IPYTUMHU
KHyTaMH. BcKope HEYKIIOXKHE CTHIIETCKHE HaJCMOTPIIUKHA OCTAINCh
0c30pykHBIMH. V3MeHHBIIEECS IOJIOKECHHE COBCEM COWIO HMX C TOJKY,
pa3BeceNuBIIHECS TOrouyImye pabOTHUKHN MOKA3aiCh UM TaKHUMHU OITaCHBIMH,
YTO TPO3HBIC, HEAABHO KpalHE CaMOJOBOJBHEIC, OHH CTANH IISATHUTHCS U IIOJ
VITIONMIOKaHbE OpPOCHIIICH HAYTEK.

— 31m0poBo! — BOCKJIMKHYIT ["aHHWOAIT.

— A uro nmampmre? — cepbE€3HO CIPOCHI HEepC TO JIM y MPUATENS, TO T Y
camoro ce0s. — B uro0oit apyroii ctpaHe paObl pasdexanuch OBl 1O
OKPECTHBIM KyCTaM, a 37echb...

— A 3Jech HET HHM KyCTHMKa, -1a W JIOJAM Oekarh Hekyma. I[Ipocrto
pasoiayTcs mo AoMaM, W OYAYT >KAAaTh HOBOTO Padodero OHS, — B3IOXHYI
CTUNTSHUH.

— DT0 4TO K, MHE TOKOPHO BO3BpAIIaThCS K HOMAapxy? — BO3MYTHIICS
AxeMeHu.

— Iepen T00OO# POCKOUIHEIIT BBIOOD, — TIOCMESUICS HAl HUM TEMHOKOXHUH, —
XO0Yellb — HIU MEUICHHO IIOMHPATh B MYCTHIHE WM HOAPA3HU KPOKOIHJIOB,
4100 OBICTPEE CHENN

— YMeemp yTemuTh, — YCMEXHYyICs Apcam, — HOXanyi, s Obl PHCKHYI
cOexaTh, MOXeET, JoOpajicsi Obl J0 KPYIHOTO TOpOjaa, MPHCTPOWICS Obl K
KapaBaHy, 1a HE MOTY...

[Ipusrens rIaHYT HA HETO BHUMATEIHHO:

— Uro-To 31¢ech He uncto! KakeTcs, apckoro poCTBEHHHKA JEPIKUT 3/1€Ch
HE TOIBKO CIIOBO.

— Tol OBI €€ BUEIT, — BOCXUIIIEHHO B3IOXHYJI BIFOOJEHHBIN.

— Bugen, — moxan miedamu €ro MpuATens, — ObIBAIOT U Kpaire. Buman s u
HOTH JUITMHHEE, U CTaH CTpoiiHee.

— He B aTOM neno, AHaXuT HeOOBIKHOBEHHAs!

— [IpaBoy roBopsT, 4TO BCE BIIOOJICHHBIC TIIYIIBL, — paccMestics ['ananba,
— TaK THI coTaceH OBITh paboM e€ Myxa?

28



— Dro HeHanoro, BoT-BoT KaMOu3 npeanpumeT HOBBIM noxo/ B Erumner.

— Ornmuno! [loxupaaiics Js110, WM KTO OH TaM Tebe. A sI OTIPaBIOCHh
JIOMOHM, MHE 4yXHX Iaped xaath He pe3oH. CMOTpH, Bce pabOTHHKH YXKe
Pa30IUIHCh, a THI TOTIAM K CBOEI HECYCBETHOM KpacaBUIlE U €€ MY>KCHbBKY.

— JlamgHo, BcTpeTHMCS 3aBTpa U HaACMOTPIIUKOB IOTOHSIEM, — YIIBIOHYIICS
nepe.

— CMmoTpu, HOMapx TBOE caMOyNpaBCTBO Tak He ocraButr! Hakaxer ot
BCEH TyIIN.

— Bpsan nmu, — HanMeHHo npou3HEc AXeMeHuU .

[Ipustenn pasouuiuch B pa3Hble CTOPOHBI, ApcaM HE CIellla 3amarail K
BIageHWsIM Xepuxopa. Bpoze Obl n mopory yxe 3Hal M TyMaHa HHKAaKOTO HE
OBIIO, a BMECTO JKHJIMINA BEPXOBHOTO JKpela, YBUAEN Iepel coOoi
HE3HAKOMBIH JTOMHK, TAKOW KPOXOTHBIA M HHM3KWH, YTO TEpC HE CyMmell Obl B
HEro BOWTH JIayKe Ha YeTBEpeHbKaxX. Apcam moTep riasa:

— CHoOBa 1IeMOHBI Ty TST!

Jomuk He wmcye3, a M3 y3KOW MAaJCHBKOM JIBEpIbI BBIIIET YEIOBEUEK
HEBEPOATHO MAIECHBKOTO pocTa. Y Hero ObUla YpOAIMBO OONbBIIas rojoBa C
JATyIIAYbUM PTOM, KPOXOTHBIE PYUKH U HOKKH.

—Yro THI 371€CH AeNaeIb? — CTPOTO CIPOCHIT KapIUK Y MHO3EMIIA.

— Xoren OBl 5 caM 3TO 3HATh, — YSCTHO OTBETHII Apcam.

— bponuie 6e3 menu? — ocyIuI ero He3HAKOMEII.

— Kak pa3 nens y MeHs Obl1a, HO OHa KyZIa-TO JIEJIach.

— Beuno BwI, cMepTHBIE, BCE ycnoxHsETe!

— Tak 161 TOXE O0T? — COOOpa3WII TIepc.

— [Mourn.

— C TBOWM-TO POCTOM W 3TOTO JOCTAaTOYHO. A THI 32 9TO OTBEYACHIh? —
cpocuit AxemeHH (paMUITBIPHO.

MasieHbKHid 000K He 00UIEIICS, IPUHSIICS OTBEYAaTh OOCTOSATEIIBHO:

— Y MeHs MHOTro 3a00T, BeChb JOMAITHHHA VIOT Ha MHe. Sl M KCHIIUHAM
IIOMOrato, 3a 04aroM CIEexy...

— Bot TBI MHE U ckaxu, — epeOmt ApcaM, — rae 3ToT cambiid ovar? Kyna
rnmoaesancs?

— I'nmynieiid ThI, — HaJTyJICS KQpJIUK, — HEBEXJIMBBIH, He Oy1y TeOe moMOorarh.

OH paccepXeHHO TONHYJI HOXXKOH M pa3oM HCYe3, BMECTE CO CBOMM
KPOXOTHBIM JOMUKOM. Bokpyr Apcama cHoBa pasieryiuchk TEMHbIE IOJIA, a
BIIEpE]IM MOKa3alIMUCh MMOCTPOUKM BiIaJieHUss HoMapxa. [lepc ABUHYICA K HUM,
COBEpILCHHO HE MPENCTABIIS, YTO CKaXET XO3SIMHY, U He 3a00TACh O TOM, 9TO
MOJXKET YCIbIIaTh B OTBET. JIHEBHOM BO3AYyX CTAaHOBWICS BCE jKapye H,
packaniich, Tepsul YTPEHHIOI Mpo3padHocTh. Ilepc cHoBa mpenancs
BOCIIOMHUHAHUSIM O SICHOM XPYCTaJbHOCTH TOPHOTO MPOXJIAAHOIO PaccBeTa B
poxuoii [lepcune. EMy maxke mokasajoch, 4To coHHbIe 00Onaka Erumra cramm
spye, a IUIOTHBIA rops4Yuid BO3AYX XOJIOJHEE U cBexkee. Brmepeau Ha mopore
BETEpPOK 3aKkpyTwi nbUlb. OHa MOKAayHy/lach, HAlOMHWIA MEpCy JKEHCKHM
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cury3T. OH IPUCMOTPEIICS, PACIUIBUICS B CUACTIMBOM yibiOke. EMy HaBcTpeuy
HECTIENTHON TJIaBHOM MOXOIKOM 1A TpeKpacHasi AHaXuT.

— Otkyza oHa 31echk? — yausuics Axemenul. — [louemy onna?

JKenmmua npubnmkanack, JTacKoBO yibiOanach Apcamy. Betepok Tpemnain
BBIOMBIYIOCS Y He€ M3 NMPHUYCSCKH Hpsab Bojoc. OOBIYHO chepiKaHHAas >KeHa
HOMapxa OTKPOBEHHO oOpaxoBajiack HEOXKHAAHHOW BCTpede, INPOTIHyIa
Apcamy pyKy, 00paTHIIach K HEMY:

— Kak xopomo, 4to 3mech HET TMOCTOPOHHUX TIJa3, s TaK ycramga OT
MOCTOSTHHOTO HA/130pa My’kKa M €ro MaTepH.

— Te1 He mpencramisienmb, Kak S CYACTIMB YBHUACTh TeOs! — BTopmi eit
BITIOOJICHHBIN. — 3HAUUT, HE 3PS 5 Pa3IpasHUI dTHX MEP3KUX HAJICMOTPIIUKOB.
He npencrapmnsro, kak HapOI TEPIUT 3ICIIHUE MTOPSIIKH.

— Jla vy ux Bcex! — MaxHyna pyko# keHmuHa. — Ceiiuac MHE HET JieJla HU
JI0 KOTO Ha CBETE.

KpacaBuna momomia coBceM ONW3KO, OKyTada  Apcama TepIKHM
apoOMaTOM JAYIIHCTBIX MAacedl, e¢ MTHOBEHHE U OH OOHST OFI €€. ..

AXeMeHH]I BAPYT MOYYBCTBOBAN, KaK 3eMJIsI ¥ HEr0 YXOIUT W3-TIOA HOT,
CIIOBHO pactBopsiercsi. OH CTPEeMUTENHHO Matal, MPOBAIUBAICS B 30JIOTYIO
ITypIIaBIIYI0 BOPOHKY 3BI0YUIHX TecKoB. Ilepc KpUKHYTH HE YCIeN, KaK MEeCOK
BTSIHYJI €TO 10 TUIEYH, M CyXOW BOJHOW COMKHYJCS HaJ TOJIOBOH. Apcam
3a)KMYPHIICS, YBEPEHHEIH, 9TO yke yMep. Ho OH He TOUyBCTBOBAN HU YIYIIbA,
HU MEP3KOT0 BKyca IECYHMHOK Ha ry0ax. OTKPHIB TJ1a3a, OH IMOPa3HIICS SIPKOMY
ocBemieHuto. bompmrymuit 3a1 ObDT MPOHHM3aH Jy9aMH CTPYHBIIMMHCS OT
KPYTIIBIX 3epPKaJl, OTPAKABIINX COTHEYHBIH CBET, JIUBIIMNCS U3 €ANHCTBEHHOTO
OTBEPCTHS B IOTOJIKE.

— Bor yxe BTOpoH pa3 HE MOry YMEpPEThb MO-YEJIOBEYECKH, — BCIYX
BO3MYTHJICS AXeMEHH]I.

OTH €ro cj0Ba BRI3BAIH MPUCTYII TPOMKOTO X0X0Ta CO BCEX CTOPOH.

— Hy, u Kyna MeHs OnsTh yropas3auiio momnacts? — OCBEIOMMIIICS TepC.

[To 3amy BHOBB MpOKATWiICA CMeX. ApcaM KPYTHJ TOJIOBOH, HO HE MOT
HUKOTO pasririets. OH CTOSUT B IEHTPE OCBEHMIEHHOTO Kpyra, a CTCHBI 3aia
TOHYJIM B MOJYTbME, U3 ATON MIJIbI BBIIIEN YK€ 3HAKOMBIA IIAKAJIOTOJIOBBIN
AHyOwuC..

— Tonbko He HAaZO MPUTBOPSITCS, YTO TH BOBCE HE MCITBITHIBACIIH CTpaxa! —
MIPOTSIBKAI OH.

— A 4r0, ecTh 4ero 60sSThCA?

— Jla, — paccBupenen AHyOuc, — Oo¥ics, 37ech ecTh 4ero mcmyrarbes! S
Tebe MoKaxy!

Pa3nasicst ormyImIuTeNbHEIA B3PHIB, sIpKas BCIBIIIKA 000XKTJIA TJa3a, M CBET
WCYe3, OCTaBHB TYCTYI0 HENPOTISAHYIO ThbMy. THWINMHA 3BeHENa B yIIax,
HAroOHSASA XYTb. ApcaM XOTeNl IOAHATh PYKY, IOIIAPUTH BOKPYT, HO cpasy
HATKHYJICS HA XOJOMHBIA MEPTBEIN KaMeHb. CO BCEX CTOPOH OBLIA MIepIIaBas
KaMeHHas cTeHa. BoT korma cepame ropaoro mimeMsiHHUKA mapeit I[lapcw
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MpOH3MIIA packan€HHas urina yxkaca. [log Horamu u HajJ caMoil TOJIOBOM TOXeE
OBLJT TBEPBIA KAMEHB.

— Bor u Bcé! — romoc AHyOuca ckpuren MeTauioM. — bonbine Thl He
Axemenugi, Thl HUKTO! Tebs 3amMypoBasii W 3a0bUTH BHYTPU KaMEHHOM
kiagku! 3mech Moe 11apcTBO!

Y Apcama paxe mpomaio >KeJIaHWe CIHOPUTh C 4YyKuM Oorom. A
OCCIUTOTHBIN TOJIOC TIPOIOIIKAI:

— Pa3Be TeOe HUKOTIA HE TOBOPHIIH, YTO UYy)KHE MOPSIKA HY>KHO YBaXKaTh!
Bor 3auem T Haxamun crapuky bacy?

— Komy? — He moHsUT TIJICHHUK.

— bezoOunHomy 00Ky, XpaHUTEIO odara!

— Beé-taku ato 6511 Bor?

— MoxHO TOmyMaTh, C JIOABMH THI OOpaIlaemIbCsl YBaKUTEIbHEH, —
yBeleBan AHyouc.

Bor mpomomxan cepauThcs, HO ApcaMy ITOKa3aloch, YTO CTEHBI BOKPYT
HETO CTaJIi MCHEE INIOTHBIMH, Pa3aJINCh BITUPH U BOBCE PACTASUIH B TEMHOTE.
Ilepc BIOXHYI CBEXHIA XOJOTHBIA BO3YX, OH CHOBa ObLT aOCOJIFOTHO OJIMH Ha
NIMPOKOW JTaloHH a(pUKAHCKOW IyCThIHW. Haa TOJ0BOH MOAHMMAJIOCh
HEMBICIIMMO BBICOKOE 3BE37HOE He00. Bokpyr nekanu Ooiblme GapXaHbI, 10
CaMoTo eJIe Pa3IMIUMOro TOPU30HTa — TONBKO Iecok. Ilepc yxe xmam, 910 K
HEMYy CHOBa oOpatuTcst OOr 3arpoOHOTO MHUpPa, HO IIYCTHIHS HAIMEHHO
Momgana. Bpemst muto, u Mano-momairy ApcaMm BO3Bpamiayics K pPealbHOCTH.
Emy Obu10 XOJOZHO, TOJOTHO, XOTENOCH MUTH WM TMPOCTO IOHITH, TAE OH
Haxomuics. OH cIenan HeCKOIBKO IIaroB B OJHY CTOPOHY, PE3KO TIOBEpPHYIL,
momén B IPYrylo. Ycencs Ha BepIInHE OapXaHa, INBITAsICh OCMBICIUTH BCE
CIIyYHBILCECS ¥ PEIIUTD, YTO €My TEIepb AeIaTh.

I'naBa naras

30JJ0TOM TOPOJ

Mupuanel 3831 XOJIOAHO CMOTPENH ¢ UEPHOro Heba Ha MOTPYKEHHYK B
HOYHYIO TbMY IIyCTBIHIO.

— HoBonynue, — B3goxHyn Apcam, — HUYEro He pasrisiieTb. XOTb OBl
3HaTb, TJ€ 5 TENePh, JAIEKO JIH OT JIFoAeH?

B ero roioBy He HNpUXOJWIO HU OJHOIO Pa3yMHOrO OOBSICHEHHS — HU
TOTO, YTO C HUM CIIyYHJIOCh, HU TOTO, Iie ObI OH MOT OKa3aThCA.

— Ilpunercs xnaTh yrpa, — pellu IepC, — MOXKET, yIAcTCsS 3aMETUTh XOTh
YTO-HUOYIb, YTOOBI cOpHeHTHpoBaThcs. Ocraercst HajedaTbcs, YTO JAEHb He
IIPUHECET CMEPTEIbHOM JKaAPBL.

W on ocrancsa Ha MecTte xaark pacceera. IIpekpacHo 3Has, 4TO Bpems
ObICTpee BCEro MPOXOJUT, MOKA CIMIINb, AXEMEHH] Pa3JIercsl Ha HEIaCKOBOM
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necyaHoM Joxe. [lomymain, yTo HampacHO OCTaBUJ B IIOMECThe Xepuxopa
CBOI1 xauar.

— Kak ObI OH ceifdac mpuroauics.

Crapasicb ycHYTb, IepCc IOXajel, 4TO ero pabora Tak OBICTPO
3akoHUMnack. OH HE yCIeNn yCTaTh JOCTATOYHO, YTOOBI YCHYTH MEPTBELKUM
cHOM. B TonoBe monro KpyTHIIMCH COOBITHS Ipomiennero 1us. bomsire Bcero
BITIOOJIEHHOMY XOTEJIOCH pa3rafarh 3arajKy IMOsBIeHUsI AHaXuT. Ero my4mmn
COMHEHHS, B KaKOIl MOMEHT Hayajloch KOJAOBCTBO. bbula nu KpacaBuia Ha
camoM gene. Kpenkuii COH moJI0KMII KOHEL €ro Pa3MbILUIEHUSIM.

VYTpom AxemMeHuA MPOCHYJICS OT XOJ0Ja, MOBEPXHOCTb IYCTHIHU BOKPYT
TOHKUM CJIO€M IOKpbLIa JieAsHass u3Mopo3b. OHa MTHOBEHHO HCY€3Ja I0J]
NIEPBBIMU COJIHEYHBIMU JTy4aMH.

— 3OX, coXpaHHTh OBl XOTh YYTOUKY 3TOW MPOXJajabl JO monyaHsa. Kakoe
rHOJI0e MECTO — 3TH ITyCTHIHU! — OpaHIICS AXEMEHHI, OTPSIXUBAs MECOK.

Co cBoero BBICOKOTO OapxaHa OH CHOBa OCMOTpENI BCE BOKPYT H
BOCKJIMKHYJI PaioCTHO.

— Kak s mor ne 3ametuTs?!

Y camoro ropru3oHTa OBLUTH SICHO BUAHBI INIOCKHE KPBIIIA MHOTOYHCIICHHBIX
MOCTPOEK.

— emnsrit ropoa! — mopamoBancst Apcam. — X0OpoIio, YTO S HOYBIO PEIIHI
OCTaTbCsl Ha MecTe, a TO yIén OBl B IPYTyl0 CTOPOHY M HE CMOT OBI Temephb
YBUZETH TOpoOJa.

OH crycTmiicst ¢ 6apxaHa; 3aBeTHasI ek IPoTalia U3 BHIY, HO TENeph Iepc
TOYHO 3HaJI, KaKOro HaIlpaBJIEHUs] AOJDKEH JAepxkarbed. Ilepc Topommics,
moyTH OeXKall, XOTh HOTH Bs3MH B Tecke. [loHsiCS Ha BepIIMHY HOBOTO
Oapxana. BeMotpencst Bmanb: AXeMEHHA HE HA IIYTKY OOsUICS HE YBUACTH
ropoga Ha IpekHeM MecTe. Ho mocenenne He OBUIO MHPaKOM, €ro IIo-
IpexHeMy OBUTO YETKO BHIHO. ApcaM IpOIOJDKalI CBOW IyTh, OH OOJBIIE HE
TOPOMHIIICS, He Oexal, SKOHOMINI CHiIBl. Benmp jkapkue TpUKOCHOBEHHUS
THEBHOTO CBETWJIA Y€ OOXHTalIH BcepbE3. 3HONHOE NbIXaHWe ITYCTHIHU
CTaHOBWJIOCH BCE Ooiee 37pIM M TSDKKHM. CHOBa Iepc MOXKaJel O CBOEM
xajare, OTIHYHast ObUIa OBI 3aIlIUTa OT KECTOKUX COJHEYHBIX JIydeH.

— ToapkO KOMUEHBIE ETUNITSHE MOTYT HE MPSTAThCA OT TAKOW YKapHl.

CoBceM MeIUIEHHO ITyTEHISCTBCHHUK ITOJHSUICS Ha HOBBIA OapXaH, TOpOJ
CTOSUT BCE HA TOM K€ MECTE.

— HaBaxpaeHue kakoe-TO, Wy, WOy, a MPOKISTOE MOCEICHUE BCE HE
craHoutrcs Ommke. OmHO W3 [BYX: WM BO3QYX ITyCTHIHH HCKa)XaeT
paccTOsHUE — HJIM OIATh HE 000IIIOoCh 0e3 IIyTOYeK MECTHBIX 00XKOB. Kak
MO>KHO BCEpBE3 BEPUTH B CYIIECTBOBAHHE TAKMX YPOIOB?! — OypUan XMyphIid
Apcam, CHOBa CITyCKasICh BHH3 ¢ OapxaHa.

Ilecox mnpenaTenbCku OCHINAICS IO HOTaMH, I[EpPC CKOJIb3WJ, Majaal,
KyOapeM KaTwiics BHU3.

— OH ew€ He BepUT! — yCNbIIIa CTPAIHBIA MIMITALINHA roJoc.
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AXeMeHM]I BCKOUMJI Ha HOI'M, CTajl O3UPaThCsl IO CTOPOHAM, HO BOKPYI
abcoroTHO HHMKOro He Obuto! [opsumit Berep rHam mo OapxaHaM cyxue
MECYMHKH, J]a KOPHYHEBATO-KENTasI TOA NBET IyCTHIHU 3Mesl OBICTPO TO3ia
IPOYb, OCTABIISS TOCIIE Ce0sl TPUIYAIUBEIH CIe.

— Hano ckopeit moOpaThCsi 10 YEIOBEYECKOTO KUIIbs, — eIy Apcam, —
VHaYe sl OKOHYATEIbHO COUy C yMa OT 3HOSI U OJAMHOYeCTBa!

OH Opénm mo BBEDKKEHHOW MYCTBIHE, HE MOAHMMAs TONOBBL. C KaKIOro
BO3BBIIIECHUS JKaJHO BCMAaTPUBAJICS B OUYEPTaHMs BOXKIEIEHHOIO ropona, HO
TOT OcTaBajcsi BCE Tak ke Jan€k oT Hero. HakowHer pe3ko, Kak TsDKENTbIN
3aHaBec, Ha IIeCYaHOE Mope ymaja HoyHas TeMHoTa. C e€ HacTymieHueM
yAyLIbE CMEHWIOCh XOJOAOM. OMOLMOHANBHBIM @epc He JKalen SpKux
SIHUTETOB, TPOMKO OpaHs IMyCTHIHIO, Erumer u eruntsH ¢ ux O6oramu. Apcam
YK€ 0 MPUBBIYKE OKUJAN A3BUTEIBHOIO OTBeTa. J[a Tak M HE J0XKIaBLINCH,
MPOJIOJDKUI CBOM HEJETKUH MyTh, OPUEHTUPYACh HA KPOXOTHBIA OTOHEK,
ropeBmIui B fan€koM ropoake. OH CMEpTENBHO ycTall, e epeBUrajl HOTrH.
Ho Bcé sxe HOUBIO OBUTaTHCs OBLTO TOpasno jerde. CoNHIE TSHKKUM TPY30M He
JABIJIO BHU3, a MEIUIEHHO OCTHIBAaBIIMK NHecoKk He oOxwuram Horu. Ilepcy
JKYTKO XOTENIOCh CHatb W €CTh, HO XYK€ BCero ObUla HecTepruMast
OcckoHeuHast Jkakga. UToObI OTBiEYbCS, AXEMEHHI MPHHSICS CTPOHTH
TrpaHMO3HbIE IIJIaHbI.

— Bort nmotiny, s mokaxxy um Bcem! — rposmics oH. — B kpymHOM TOpose
HaBepHsIKa yxe cTosT Boiicka KamOu3a. CBOM MEHs BCTPETAT Kak mobdeaures!
Jloma, HaBepHsIKa, YBEpEHBI, uTo s Iorud. A st Bot — oH! JKusoii! To-To Oyzner
panoctu. S cpa3y moTpedyro oTIaTh MHE 3TOTO cMopuka Xepuxopa. OObsIBIO
ero paboM U 3aCTaBlIIO. ..

AXxeMeHHJ ~C  HaclaXIeHHWeM  CcTal  MPeICTaBIsATh  Xepuxopa,
BEITTOJTHSIONIETO CaMyI0 CIOXHYI0 padoTy. Ho Tak u cMor mpuaymars HI9Iero
XOTh OTHAIEHHO HAIIOMHHABIIIETO ITEPETaCKIBAHNE KAMEHHBIX TIIBIO.

— 51 mpuBsHKY TakOW KaMellek, — 3710 Oypyas pab HoMapxa, — U 3aCTaBJIO
Oeratp C MOPYIEHISIMH, ITyCTh JOCTABISET ACTICIIN B apPMUIO, HIIH JTyUIIIe. . .

Bito6G1EHHBIN TyKaBO YIBIOHYJICS.

— ... IOpy4Yy OTHOCHUTB CBOH JTIOOOBHBIE MHChMa AHAXMT.

Ero mpicnu nepecko4Ymiy K MPeKpacHO! JKeHe HoMapXxa.

— Jlyuiwie g momapro KU3Hb 3TOrO IMy3aTOro AHaxWT, MYCTh cama pellaer,
9TO ¢ HUM Jenath. Torma yx Bc€ Oymer 3aBHCETh OT TOTO, HACKOJIBKO
OTBPATUTEIHHO BET ceOs KaK CYIpyT.

BitoGnEéHHBI TaXke HE COMHEBAJICSA, YTO XEpUXOp OBUI OTBPATHUTEJICH.
[Inansl MecTH OTBIIEKIIH Mepca OT THKEIOTo MyTH U Jake HEMHOTO IpHOaBmIn
cwi. Ho 1o yTpo OH OKOHYATeNbHO BBLAOXCS, MOHSII, YTO €CJIM HE OTAOXHET,
TO HE CMOXET cienaThb HU mara. Emé pa3 B3MIAHYB Ha OroHEK, Apcam
OITyCTHJICSI Ha TEeCYaHBIH OapXaH W YCHYN, HE YCIEB Ja)Xe IPOU3HECTH HHU
CJIOBa KPaTKOH MOJIUTBBIL.

[IpocHycs oH OT IeTCKOro rojoca:
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— D1, MyXKHK, ThI )KHBOW? — TPOMKO CIPAIIMBaJl HE3HAKOMBIN MaJIbUHK.

OH B35 pyKy AXeMeHHJa 3a MHU3WHEI], MPUMOAHAI | OTmycTHiI. Kucth
0€3BOJILHO yI1ajia Ha TIECOK.

— CoBceM JTOXJITBIN, — MOJBITOKIIT MaTbIyTaH.

— 1 odyeHsb axke )KMBOW, — BSIJIO BOBMYTHIICSI ApcaM, HO MTOAHSUICS Ha HOTH.

— Hy, Hano xe! — mpucBUCTHYI HE3HAKOMEIL.

OH OBUI COBCEM MaJICHBbKHIA, XpYNKUd. Tak HEMPHUBBIYHO ISl CTHITSH —
TOJOBY €r0 IMOKPBIBAIH COOCTBEHHBIC BOJIHHCTHIC JIOKOHBI, a B pyKax OH
JepKai JyK.

— TsI kTO Tako#? — MOTpeOoBal OTBETa AXEMEHHI.

— II>ny, a Bupoyem, Kakoe Tede Jeo, TyKakK, — IOMOPIIIICS MaTbuuK.

— Jlopory 10 ropoja 3Haemib?

— KoneuHo, TOJIbKO MHE HEKOT/a, JIea Y MEHS 371€Ch.

OH moBepHyNCS K TEpCy CIUHONM W ucye3. TONbKO IIycTpas 3Menka
MPOIIypIIaa 1o MECKY.

— Omnsith 3TH AeMoHbI! — BeIpyraiics Apcam. — UTo OHM KO MHE TPUCTaIH?
Kunm cebe »um, Kak Bce OCTalbHBIC, HET, BILIMAJCS B JTO CTHIIETCKOE

KOJIJIOBCTBO.
OH WTI0HY, a IeHb yKe OBUT B CAMOM pasrape.
— JKanko, osToT maman He pa3OyoMI MEHS paHbIle, — MOCETOBAI

MyTEIIECTBEHHUK, — a MOXET, 51 1 BOBCE MPOCHYJICS M3-32 JKAPKOTO COIHIIA, U
HHUKOTO HE OBLIO, — 3aCOMHEBAJICS OH.

BuumaTenpHO MOCMOTpEB TyAa, TA€ HOYBIO TOPENl OTOHEK HANEXKABI, SICHO
YBUJIET 3aMETHO MPUOIU3NUBIITHECS JOMA U Y3KHE YIOUYKH.

— Xopomo X0oTs Topox MHE He mpucHwics! Hu oguH Mupak HE MOXET
OCTaBaThCSl HEM3MEHHBIM TPOE CYTOK MO, — IIOPaJA0BAJICS OH.

Mexny CTpOCHUSMH OBUIM YK€ BHIHBI OJMHOKHE TAbMbI C JUTHHHBIMH
OOBHCIIEIMU JTUCTHIMH.

— Jloma B 3TOM TOPO/Ie TaK BEICOKH, YTO COBCEM HE BHUJIHO JIEPEBBSL.

Pasmbmuisas 06 3ToM, AXeMEHH]T CHOBA ABHUHYJICSA B IyTh, KPATKHHA OTIBIX
MOMIEN eMy Ha IMOJIb3Y, MOCIEAHUM yYaCTOK MOKA3aJICs eMy Topa3io Kopoue
yierde OECKOHEYHBIX CKUTAHUH MPOILIBIX THEH.

— Otk Kakue-To 9yzeca co BpeMeHeM, — perrmi Apcam.

Ha nycteiao emé He ynanm HOYHOM XO0IIoA, Koraa AXeMEeHHI MOAOMEN K
KaMEHHOM orpajie ¢ 3y0IiaMi HE3HaKOMOTO erHIeTckoro ropojaa. OH mpomién
MEXIy JBYMS CTOPOXKEBBIMH OallleHKaMHU dYepe3 BOpOTa, Mepecék JI030PHYIO
JIOPOTY W OKa3aliCs Mepel] BOPOTaMU BHYTPEHHEH BBICOKOM CTEHBI U3 KUPITHYa-
CBIpa. OTH BOpOTa HANOMUHANHM CHpHUiickuid OacTnoH. Mexay IByMs
MOIIHBIMHA OAalTHSAMM CTOsJIa TPEThsl, NIMPUHOW B JBEHAANATH IIAroB, C
MPOXOJIOM TIOCEpeaUHE, Uepe3 KOTOPBHIH MOTJia TPOWUTH TOJNBKO OJHA
konecHura. KoHConM moamupaid TOJOBBI W3BEYHBIX BparoB Erunra —
JUBUIIICB, a3uMaToB W HyOWimeB. Kaxiaplii TpOXOASIIUN JOIDKEH OBLI
WCIIBITHIBATG  THETYIEE UYBCTBO. AXEMEHHJ YBHUICIH TIPUBBIYHYIO
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MOMITE3HOCTh, Kak B BaBunone um Capnax, Ilacapragax u DOxbaraHax,
Kupcumare. I'opoackue BopoTa OBUIM HOKPBITHI 30JI0TBIMH IUTACTHHAMH C
CHITy?TaMu (hapaoHOB M OOTOB, IBETHBIC dMaIH yKpalllald PUCYHOK. Apcam
Cpazy y3HaJl IaKaJIorojloBoro AHyOmca 1 BUAEHHOTO cpely OOTOB BEIHKaHA C
COKOJIMHOM royioBoid. Ho maxke He 3BepHHBIC JTUKW OBUIH CAMBIMH CTPaHHBIMHU
B 3TUX (uUTypax, a TO, YTO WX JIMIA U HOTH OBUTH M300paKeHBI B TPOPHIIb,
MIMPOKUE Tuledn W pyku B aHpac. Bce mepcoHaxW CTOSIH B OTOU
HEBOOOpa3MMOH 1M03e, BKIItOYas JUIMHHYIO BEPEHHILy paboB Yy HOT (apaoHa.
Cpemu 3TOrO 30JI0TOTO HM300MIMS IMEPCy OYCHb HE XBaTaO SPKO-TOIYOBIX
MO3aMK ¥ TTaIKAX YEPHBIX KOJIOHH €ro poanHbl. OKpyKaBIIee ero NCKYCCTBO
OBUIO CTONDb CHEHU(HUIHO W YCIOBHO, YTO IOPAXKajJ0 CBOEH XOIOTHOCTBHIO U
HETIOIBIKHOCTRIO.  YKpalllaBIIne CTEHBl (QUTYphl JioAed  Ka3alnuch
MEepeIOMaHHBIMI B TOSCHHUIIE W HHU KaleJIbKHd HE IOXONWIN Ha JKUBBIX
eTUNTSH.

— B 21011 cTpaHe cIMIIKOM MHOTO KEITOTO IIBETa, — IMOMOPIIWICS TIEpC,
— )KENTBIN TIECOK, XKENTHIE IOMa, KEITOE 30JI0TO.

ITo mmpoKol yIWBHUTEIBHO POBHOW YIIHIIE HABCTpEUy MHO3EMIly Oexala
Xyzas ymacTas Ko3a. [loBanuBmics Ha 3eMJII0, OHA TTOTHSIIACH YK€ 3HAKOMBIM
ManpyuKoOM. llepcy XoTenoch MOTEpeTh ria3a, OH MAaKe TPOHYNI PYKOU
MaJIbYHIIKY.

— ToI HacTOSIIITMIA?

— Campblii HacTosimuii! — oOuaencs MalbuyraH. — A TJiaBHOE — s 3/1eCh Ha
cBOoéM MecTe!

— To ectp? — mepecnpocust AxeMeHu .

— To u ecTh, 51 MECTHBIH, 51 — ETUNTSIHUH, HE TO YTO ThI — UyXKaK!

— MecTHbIi? 3HaYUT, 3HACIIH HA3BaHUE Topoaa? — 00pagoBajcs Apcam.

— SI-1o 3Har0, a Tebe W 3HaTh He3aueM! DTO MOI ropoJl M ero, — OH TKHYJ
aJier] B 30J0Toro (hapaoHa Ha BOPOTaX, — ¥ UX, — OH yKa3al Ha N300paKeHUs
0O0TroB.

—Yac ot uacy ue nerde! S gro, crro?

— Xouenrb cka3ath, 9T 5 TONbKO coH? U Bcero atoro B momuue Her?! Hy,
ThI — XaM! — GPOCHIT MAJIbYHK.

W Becémas xymas ko3a moOexana naiblie. ApcaM mepedpal Bce eMy
W3BECTHBIC CIIOCOOBI TPOCHYThCS. Ho ero crapaHus mpomanu IapoM.
[ToxpeITEIE 30JI0TOM TOPOJCKHE CTEHBI HE3BIONEMO CTOSIIM Ha CBOEM MECTE.
[IpustHas HEeMomomas KCHIIMHA, CTOSBINAS MOOAab, CMOTpENa HAa HETO C
SIBHBIM COYYBCTBHEM.

— Tspxeno Tebe y Hac.

— [Toxamyii, — corytacuiicst 4eCTHBIN Tepc.

— MHoOr0 HETTOHATHOTO?

— Jla, OykBanbHO BCE MIMBOPOT HA BEIBOPOT.

— Hy, 4ro e Temeppr monenacmis, — B3ZOXHYJA JKCHIIMHA U pacTasiia B
BO3IyXE.
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— W ata Tyna xe, — paccepamics AXeMEHH]I, — WA S COMIEN C yMma, Uin
3TO MHp JAeMOHa AXprMana. 3a 4TO MHE 3TO HakazaHue?!

— 3a Harmocth! — OXOTHO OOBSACHWI BO3HUKIIUH HHUOTKYIa XHIIHO
ynbsibatonuiics Anyouc. — Henb3s ceOs Tak BeCTH Ha 4y»Koi 3emiie. BpeaHo.

— Bot 3aBoroer Kam6u3 Bamr Erumer, craner dapaoHoM, u OyJer 3eMis
HallleH.

—Torga m mocMOTpUM, a TIOKa THI 3[IECh OJINH TAKOW HaTJIBIN.

— $1 He HaTJIBIN, 1 — YSCTHBIH!

— Hamen yem ropautbcs!

— Jloxb — y>xacHbBIN Tpex! — TOJYepKHYI 30pOacTpHELL.

— MokeT y Bac 1 Tpex, a y Hac paBIoH 3aBEAyET CIIeIHaIbHas OOTHHS.

— U na xoro oHa moxoxa?

— Cam y3Haemp, mMo3Xe, MOXKET OBITh.

— Tak y aroro 6e300pa3zus emé OymeT W MPOJODKEHHE? — BO3MYTHIICS
Apcam.

Ero yxe nmkro He ciyman. Ilupokas ymuma ObpDia yIOUBHTEIHEHO
IIyCTHIHHA W THXa. Bmonp Heé BBICHINCH (pacambl OOJBIINX TPEXITAKHBIX
IOMOB, YKpallleHHBIC pAJaMH TOHKHX KOJIOHH B BHIe cTeOiel mammpyca,
MOIJIEP)KUBAIONINX Ooybue OaskoHbl. CTEHBI OBLIM OOMIBHO TTOKPBITHI
CIIOKHBIMH OapenbedaMu, W300paKaBIIUMHM THPHI PA3HOJIUKHX OOTOB W
Ipa3IHecTBAa B MX 4YeCThb. Brepenn Obma BUIHA spKas 3eleHb canoB. Ilepc
YAUBIEHHO O3UPAJICA.

— Kakoii crpaHHBI ropoJi, coBceM 0e3 KHUTETeH, €CIIN TOJIBKO. ..

Apcama ropasuia Iorauka:

— Heyxenn 31ech 0OMTAIOT TOJBKO BHE3AITHO IMPOTAAaroliue cymniecta?!
Tak 3T0 TOpox ermmeTckux boroB! — BOCKIMKHYT OH M B 33IyMYHUBOCTH
mmoyecai 3aTbUIoK. — OCTaJOCh ONPEAEIHTE, YTO s 31ECh NeNatn. MoXKeT, 5 yxe
mépTB?! HTEpecHo, 3T0 pait uimu an? Y Koro Obl CIPOCUTH?

Crnpocuth 06110 abCOMOTHO He Y Koro. Hapoma He Obuto HU aymud. Tobko
BeTep TOHST 00TauKa IBLTH.

W3-3a yrima goma mosBHIICS 9eH-To ciirydT. ApcaM Opocuiics OBUIO K HEMY,
HO 3acThlI Ha MecTe. [Ipoxoxuil He ObUT YeTOBEKOM, TSKETYIO OBIUBIO TOJIOBY
YKpalllaly JJIHHHBIE pora.

—Yac ot yacy He nerye!

Ilepc mapaxHyicsa B KaKOH-TO y3KHH MEPEYIOK, HE Kellasg BCTPEUYaThCsa C
YTpIOMBIM He3HakoMmIleM. OH nprKaics K KAMEHHOU CTEHE, CIUIONIb MTOKPBITON
MEJNKHMHU BBHIOUTHIMU PUCYHKAMH, OU€Hb IIOXOKUMH Ha JITHHHBIA TeKCT. Yare
BCETO MOBTOPSUICS CHITYST COKOJIA. BEIUbs TOIOBAa MENIEHHO MPOILIBLIA MUMO,
AXeMeHH] He TOPOITUIICS TIOKUHYTH CBOE yoexuine. CMOTpen, He TIOSBUTCS JIH
KTO-HHOY/b emé. [1o poBHOM, TIIATENBHO YTONTAHHOH YIIHIIE, 33JpaB XBOCT CO
CMEPTOHOCHEIM JKaJIOM, BOMHCTBEHHO ITONHSB KJICIIHW, HA TOHKHX HOXXKaxX
OBICTPO TIPOOEKAT HEOOBIYHO KPYMHBIA 4pHBIH ckopmuoH. Ero Hacturiia
JUTMHHAS cTpena. [IpoH3EHHBIN CKOPIIHOH PACTSIHYICS B MBUTH, YPOHII XBOCT U
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ucue3. Crpena ynana Ha 3emmto. [lIany mombexan, momobpan e€. Apcam ¢
HMHTEpecOoM HaOJromam B KOrO OH IPEBPATHTCS Ha 3TOT pa3. [laman pamocTHO
HOJNPBITHYJ, W3aJl MOOSAHBIA KIWY W BOPUIPBDKKY modexan namsie. [lepe
OCTOPO’KHO BBITJITHYN H3-3a YTJIa, IOCMOTpPEJ €My BCIIe/, HO Ha 3TO pa3 OH...
U HE TyMaJl CTAHOBUTCS KHBOTHBIM.

— Mosxer, Bce-Taku 3TH HEHOPMAaJIbHBIE TIPEBPAIEHUS TIPEKPATUIUCH? !

Ho AxemeHun HampacHO HaaesuICs; CTOWJIO €My NPOU3HECTH 3TH CJIOBA,
KaK IIAPOKas yJIHIAa HAIIOJHUIACH BCEBOZMOKHBIMH 3BEpsIMU. |'pO3HBIE JIBBBI
pPBHIKaIH HAa TOHKOHOTHX aHTWION. OOE3bsSHBI MBITATNCH JIOBUTH CYCTIHBBIX
nOUCOB, a KPOKOIFJIBI ICTTOBUTO MTOJI3H MUMO HHUX.

— besymue nponomkaercs, — B3qoxHyl Apcam.

bonpme apyrux mepca mopaswiM 3BEPH C TIIAJKO-TEMHOM  TOJICTOM
MKypo W YyIOBUINHOW macThio. CIIOBHO Is OONBIIOTO CXOJCTBA C
IIOPOCATAMHU MX XBOCTHKH OBUTH KPOXOTHBIMH M 3aTHYTHIMH KpioukoM. OH He
3HAJ Ha3BaHUS ITUX JKUBOTHBIX W IPEIIOJIOKWI, YTO B PEATBHOCTH TaKUX
MOHCTPOB OBITH HE MOKET. Mex1y TeM, KpOKOAMIBI T00pajIrch 0 OrPOMHOTO
OacceifHa U OCTOPOKHO TOTPY3WINCH B BoAy. K yamBiennio mepca, 3a HUIMHU
IIOCJIEI0BAIM CBUHOIOJOOHBIE YyIOBUINA U C ITyMOM IUTIOXHYJINCE B OacceiiH.
AxeMeHH]] HaOmoqaT 3a OyHCTBOM apuKaHCKOTO MUpa, OYKBaJLHO OTKPHIB
por. Ho OH coBepIIeHHO JHOIMICS Japa pedyd, KOTJa YBHIEN MEXIy
BCEBO3MOXKHBIX 3Bepe W uymoBuil — camoro cebs! Cpenn erunerckux
JKUBOTHBIX BTOPOH ApcaM YyBCTBOBAJ ce0sl OUYCHb YBEPEHHO, U TUKUE 3BEPH,
HE TpPOHYB €ro, NaXe yCTymamu Aopory. [IBOWHHK 3amMeTwmin Tepca H,
MIPUBETIINBO 3aMaxaB €My PYyKOi, momén HaBcTpedy. XpabpoMy AXeMeHHIY
IIOYEMY-TO JKYyTKO 3aXOTENOCh CIPATATbCs, YTOOBI M30eXaTh BCTPEUH.
Hesznakomer ObICTpo IpUOITIKANCS, U TIEPC HE MOT HAUTH HU OJHOTO OTIAYHSL.

— TsI KTO TaKOM? — Cpa3y CIPOCHII €ro mepc.

— TBoli X035MH, — HAAMEHHO OTBETHII IBOMHUK.

— OnuH y MeHS yKe ecTh, — paccepamics ApcaM, — 9TO-TO Bac CIUIITKOM
MHOTO.

— S — lllam, X035IMH TBOEH CyILOBI!

— XBaTHT ¢ MEHS X035€B.

— D10 He Tebe perars.

— 51 cam — TBOpeIl CBOCH CyIBOBI.

— 3ps TBI TaK yBEpeH, 11a g1 TeOs B [BA CUETA. ..

...JBa ApcaMa CHENIIUCH He Ha XHI3Hb, a Ha cMepTh. OCHIany Apyr apyra
yoapamu, CTaBWIM TOIHOXKH, OWnnch, HU B 4éM He ycTymas. Hakonen
OTHOMY YIaJIOCh OAEPKaTh BBEPX, OH ITOBAIIMII COTICPHUKA HA 3€MITIO, HaJaBIIT
KOJICHOM Ha TPYHb.

— Hy, xTo Temeps x03suH? — M0OSIHO BOCKIUKHYI ApcaMm.

OH He ycmenm HACHAmUTECA TPUYMPOM, KaK MOUYBCTBOBAN, HTO
nogHUMaeTcs Haja 3eMnéil. I He cpa3y cooOpaswmi, 4ro BTOpoit Apcam, cTaB
YyAOBUIIHO OTPOMHBIM, JIETKO, CJIOBHO MYIIWHKY, ACPKUT €ro Ha JIagoHH.

37



AXeMEeHH]] ONaciMBO TJSHYJ BHH3: MalICHbKUH, OYIATO WUIPYIICYHBIA TOPOJ
nexan ganeko y Hor ruranta. OrpoMHBIH ApcaM pacxoxXoTaics TPOMKO H
PacKaTuCTo, CIIOBHO TPOM ITPOKATHJICS 11O HeOy.

— I'oBopwuiib, moGeaun?! — OrIyIIUTETLHO OCBEIOMUIICS XO3SIHMH CYIbOBI.

— Taxk 161 TOXE Bor? — B3moxHyn Apcam-uenoBexk.

— Kakoit noraanmseiii, — Becenuiics BTOpord Apcam.

['wrant moOBepHYNT JalOHb, CMaxHYB MaJCHBKOTO 4YeJIOBEKa, CIIOBHO
HEBECOMYIO NecunHKy. [lepc cTpeMHTENnbHO Mamaid C OTPOMHOM BBICOTHI,
BO3AyX CBHCTEN B ymax. [BEpmas 3emis HpUOIIDKalach CO CTPAIIHOM
CKOpPOCTBIO. BenmukaH HaKkIOHWICS, MOAXBAaTHJI €r0 B IOCIECAHHN MOMEHT,
nocTaBui Ha mecok. CaM CTan yMeHbIIAThCs. Bckope HAampOTHB IpyT Ipyra
CHOBA CTOSIUIH J]Ba a0COJIFOTHO OMHAKOBEBIX YEIOBEKA.

— Heyxenu 1B U Temeps Oyaems yHOPCTBOBATH B CBOEM HETIOUTCHHH K
Ooram? — ¢ yrpo3oii B ronoce cripocui [lan.

— Be1 Bce HE O0rH, a IHIIs TEMOHBI, CO3/IaHHBIE AXPUMAaHOM — BCEJICHCKUM
3JI0M, a OOT JIJIsl MEHS TOJIBKO OMH — AXypa Maszna! — 00bsSCHIIT 30poacTpHell
CBOE TIPE3PUTEIFHOE OTHOIICHHE K ETUIIETCKUM OOTaM.

— D10 MBI-TO HEe Oorm! — SPOCTHO 3arpeMell BJIACTENIMH cyabObl. — Ha
KOJIEHU, CMEPTHBIH!

[lepc TONBKO TOPIO MTOTHSIT TOJIOBY.

— S omymycs Ha KoneHm TONBKO mepen Axypa Masmoi! A Bce Bamm
TPOVICKW HATIPACHBHI!

— TBoero 6ora 3xech HeT! — 310010 3armunen [lau.

OO6pa3 yemoBeka MEIUIEHHO Tasul B BO3IyXe, M BMECTO HETO Mepesn
HETIPEKIOHHBIM AXEMEHHIOM pa3IyBajia KamkoIloOH OrpoMHas KoOpa. Mexmy
IOBYMS SITOBHTBIMH 3y0aMHU MeENbKal TOHKHH Pa3lABOCHHBIN SI3BIYOK, a CJIOBa
OIypIIaId OTKYIA-TO CBEPXY.

— 41 BoyieH TBOpHTH ¢ TBOeH cymbOoO BCE, 4To MHE 3axodercs! 3axouy —
BepHY TeOs B IPOIILIOE. ..

3ByK ero rojoca emgé 3BeHeN B BO3AyXe, Koraa ApcaM IIOHSUI, 9TO BOKPYT
HETro HEeT HH Topoja, HM AWKHX 3Bepeil. CrpaBa, cieBa, BIEpEeOH U C3aaH —
BCIOJYy TOJBKO OBUT pacKan€HHBIA MONYAEHHBIM CONHIEM Tecok. OH OmATh
OKa3aJcs MOCpeAM IyCTHIHH, TaM, OTKyIa Hadajach €ro TpyaHas I0opora K
30710TOMY ropoty. Oco3HaB 3T0, AXeMEHUI ITPHIIEIT B OCIMICHCTBO.

— ByznpTte BBI IPOKIIATHI, aprUKaHCKIE YPOIbI!

OH B OTYasIHMH IHYJ OapxaH, IECOK OCHIMAaJCs, 0OHAXXUB HOPKY cKapaoes,
JKYYOK TIOCTICIITHO OpOCHIICS HayTeK.

— Tonpko 3TOTO HE XBartano! — cepauics Apcam. — Haunaate Bcé cHauana
BEIIe Moux cii! BOT BO3EMY W MOy B APYTYIO CTOPOHY, MOKET, TOT/Ia MHE
MMOBE3ET BCTPETUTH HOPMAJIBHEIX JIFOJICH, a HE 9TO IUKOE CKOIIUIIE YPOJIOB.

OKMHYB B3IJISII0M BOJIHUCTYIO TIOBEPXHOCTb ITYCTBIHH, IECOUYHO-KENTYIO
mon OecuBEeTHRIM OT JKapbl HeOOM, IIBITasICb COPUCHTHUPOBATHCS U
MPUMIOMHUTh, KyJa OH MIENT B Opouuisli pa3. Ha Bcsakuil ciydail KpyTo
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pa3BepHyJICS W MOIMIEN Ha3ajl, HaIesCh, YTO C KaKABIM IIaroM yIajseTcss OT
HETOCTEIPHUMHOT0 Topoza. XKapa pacTsaruBaia Bpems, peBpamiajia MUHYTH B
Yachl, KaXKI0€ IBIKCHUE B HETIOCHIIBHBIN TPY/I.

— OnHaKo 5 CBAJSUI Aypaka, — B3AOXHYI Iepc, — HaJo ObUIO HE JUBHUTHCS Ha
YPOIJTMBBIX JKUTENICH U 3Bepei, a HAIUThCA BOJBI M3 TOTO OacceitHa. S ToToB
BBIITUTH €0 BECh /10 THa!

[lomyneHHoe CONHIIE HEMIATHO >KIJI0 CHHHY, TOJOBa KPYXHIAch OT
YCTAJIOCTH U Tojiofa. ApcaM OONM3EIBAJl IEPECOXIINE MOTPECKABIINECS TYOBI,
XPHIIET 3710:

— Korma yxe csger sto gypamnkoe connie?! Korga Hous mpuHecET
npoxnany?! Hukorna pasbpiie s He yMen Tak HEHaBUAETh OO0XKECTBEHHOE
cBeTuiIo!

Ho menw 3actpsin, ka3anock, B cBoeM aroree. JlocTurmiee 3¢HHTa CONHIIE
COBCEM HE KIOHHJIOCH K 3aKary.

— Oto [lam nryTuT co BpemeHeM, — Jorajalics mepc.

Emé nonro GecriensHo OH Opén mo OeckoHeuHbIM OapxaHaM. [TyTHHK yxke
COBEpIICHHO BBHIOWJIICA W3 CWJI H €l TMepecTaBsul Hord. Hakoner,
3aIHYBIINCE, TIOBATUIICS HA KECTKUH MECOK M OCTAJICS HETOIBIKEH. Apcam
PABHOAYIITHO TIPOBOJMII B3TJLSIIOM CKapalesi, TONKABIIETo Iepen coOol CBOM
BEUHBIN IAPUK, ¥ 3aKPBLT I71a34. ..

«Bcé! He mory, "e xoay! Ot0 KoHeI!»

...BCE TENO 00Jamo cIamkoe >KUBUTEIBHOE UYBCTBO CYACTBI. Apcam,
pacciabuBIINCE, JIeKall B MPOXJIaTHBIX BoJax Toro camoro Oaccefina. ITocie
CMEPTOHOCHOT'O JKapa ITyCThIHU ToyTy0as Boja Obliia OECKOHEYHO TPEKPaCHOM.
[lepc HBIPHYI, MPOIUTBLT HEMHOTO, BEIHBIPHYI, CTall MUThH, 3a4ePIBIBas BOIY
pykamu. [loToM HakJIOHWII TOJNOBY M Xje0al Kak >KHBOTHOE, NOJITO HE MOT
mo0enuTh kaxry. OH CHOBA HBIPHYJT U el M3-TI0J BOIBI Pa3iIHImi TEMHOE
BEITAHYTOE TeNo Kpokoamiaa. OHO MEIJICHHO ABHUTANO0 KOPOTKUMH JallaMH,
He3aMeTHO IpubmmKanock. [lepe, kak MOJTHHSA, METHYIICS K Kparo OacceiiHa u
BBICKOUMJI Ha TBEPAYIO 3eMITIO. TEMHO-3eNEHBIA KPOKOJIWI BBICTABUI U3
MIPO3pavHOil BOJBI TOJNHKO IJa3a, HO OBUT OTIIMYHO BHIEH Bech. UymoBuine
ObUTO BIBOE INMUHHEe AxeMmeHHunaa. /TMHHBIA XBOCT MEIJICHHO IBUTANCS M3
CTOPOHEI B CTOPOHY, IUIaBHBIC, JICHUBBIC MABIDKCHUS PENTHINH BHE3AITHO
proOpeny cTpeMuTeNlbHOCTh. OH pPBIBKOM BBIOpOCcHI cebs Ha Oeper
VIWBHUTEIBHO OBICTPO MOMON3 K Iepcy. Apcam W pajx ObUl Obl OPOCHTBCS
HayTEK, J1a BHICKOYMI M3 OacceifHa He cO CTOPOHBI YIIMIIBI, & BO3JIC BBICOKOM
KaMEHHOH CTEHBI KaKOro-To cTpoeHus. OH OTCTYmUI Ha3aJ W OKa3aics
3aXaThIM B yriy. B oT4asHMM IIapwui pyKoHW MO TIagKOW KaMEHHOM KIaJke,
ITOYYBCTBOBAJ, YTO OJHA IUIMTA IOANANACH, BICMHJICS B HeE MaNblaMH U
MOTSHYIM, YTO OBUIO CHJI, OTIIOMAN OOJNBINON KYCOK MPaMOpPHOH OOJHITOBKH.
[lepc MeTHynm e€, moman TOYHO TO HOCY KPOKOAWIY, KOTOPHIH coOpaics
Pa3MHYTh YyNOBHIIHYIO ITacTh. PenTims 3aperdaiga yTpOOHO, MOIATHIIACE.
AxeMennn Opocwics K HEH, CXBaTWI KyCOK Mpamopa, MPUHSIICS IYIHTh
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3Beprory 1o rojose. He noxunasce peakuuu Kpokoauia, Apcam Nepenpbiruyi
4yepe3 Hero ¥ Opocuiics 6exaTh 1o YIUIIE.

— Croit! Henp3s Tak oOpamarbcs €O CBSIICHHBIMH JKUBOTHBIMH! —
OCTAHOBHJI €T0 PE3KHUI OKITUK.

— I[lyctp myurie oH MeHS COKPET? — OTPBHIZHYICT AXEeMEHUI.

— OuwncruTenpHas JKEpPTBa MpeKpacHa! — CIIaJKO YIBIOHYJICS JTBOWHHK
Apcama.

— Onsate Th1?!

— Bceerna s, 4enmoBek He MOKET OTACIUTHCS OT CBOCH CyIBOBI.

— Torna ncdesnu u Beau cebs CKPOMHO, KaK BCE OCTaIbHBIE HOPMAIbHBIC
CyABOBI, — IIOCOBETOBAJ POJICTBEHHUK IIEPCUACKHUX Lapei.

Kazanocp, He3HakoMell 3aaymalicsi HajJ NPEUIOKEHUEM, Ioyecall HocC,
CIIPOCHJI JIYKaBO:

— A MOXET, ThI €CTb XOUCHIb?

Apcam XOTell ChA3BUTh, YTO YK€ HAYUMJICS IUTAThCS KPOKOJIMIAMU, HO OH
yMeJl TOBOPUTH TOJIBKO IPaBIy U BBIAIMIL:

— Ma, xouy! ['0TOB cam cOXpaTh BCEX BAIIWX CBSIICHHBIX >KHBOTHBIX.

— ¥V Hac ¥ He CBSIIEHHBIX IOJHO, — JIESTKOMBICIIEHHO 3aMEeTHJI TIOBEIUTEIh
CYIBOBI.

— Tak uném GwicTpee.

JIBa Apcama CBEpHYJH K OJIMKaWIIIEeMy IOMY, Yepe3 Y3KYIO JBEPb MPOILTH
B MOJIyTEMHOE NoMeleHue. Ilepc amypucs, NpuBbIKasi K OTCYTCTBHIO SIPKOTO
COJIHIIA.

— Hudero He BuKy!

— Tornma mroxaii!

AXeMeHH]J TOTAHYJ1 HOCOM BO31yX, IOJHBIA AypMaHsIle-alleTUTHBIX
3araxoB JKapeHOTO Msca, [IPUIPaB, BUHOTPana, (UHUKOB U CBEKHX JICTICIICK.
T'onoHbIi HIepe CrIIOTHYI CIIOHY.

— XBarut apazauts! [ e 3TH Bce makomcTBa?

— Jla Bot xxe! — moBén pykoi [lan.

ApcaMm mortep pykod IJa3a; OCBOMBLIMCH B IOJYyTbME, HPOCIEAUI 3a
IBIDKEHHEM CBOETO IBOWHHKA M C yAWBICHHEM OOHAPYKWI, YTO OHH CTOSUIA
nocepeanHe OONBIION KOMHATHI, OIKe K CTEHaM KOTOPOI OBLIO paccTaBieHO
MHO’KECTBO HEOOJBbIIMX PE3HBIX CTONMKOB. Bozne kaxaoro pacronaraiach
napa U3ALIHBIX KPecell ¢ BBICOKUMU MMOAJIOKOTHUKAMU U CIIMHKaMu. IX TOHKHe
HOXXKH OIHPAITUCH 30JI0YEHBIMI JTHBHHBIMU JIATIAMU HA pa30pOCaHHBIE IO MOy
LMHOBKHU. MeXly HUMHU KpacOBalIMCh BHICOKHE U3 YEPHOIO WIIM CUHETO CIaHLa
U CBETIOro Mpamopa Ba3bl. Kaxxablii cTOIMK ObUI 3acTaBieH MOCYIOH C
IBIMUBIIUMICS TOPSIAMHI OJTIOIaMHU M KOP3WHAMH, TIOJIHBIMU (PPYKTOB.

— Ter xacmb emE rocTeit? — crpocui mepe.

— Her, 310 BC€ mis Hac, — 0xoTHO oTBeTra [lau.

— 3aueM Tor/aa MOHaI00MIOCh CTOIBKO CTONOB?
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— EruntsiHe Bcerma HakphIBalOT BCE CTONBI, KOT/Ia TOTOBST TaKk MHOTO
YTOIICHHH.

— A UM He TIPUXOMT B TOJIOBY, HAKPBITH OJMH OOJIBINON cTOMN?!

— 31eck BOOOIIE HET TAKMX CTOJIOB.

— U korma cobupaercs MHOTO TOCTEH, BCE TaK U CUIAT MapodkamMu? — He
TepecTaBal yAUBIATHCS MEPC.

— 31ech Tak MPUHSTO, & THI-TO — COOMpAaCIIbCS MPUCTYITUTH K €JIe, WIH TaK
u Oynenib MpucTaBaTh ¢ paccrnpocamu?! — pasnpaxkancs Apcam-0or.

[Iporonomasmumiics  ApcaMm-4elloOBEK HE CTall TSIHYTh BpeMs, OBICTPO
nomomén K OmmKaiieMy CTONUKY, YCTaBICHHOMY BCE€BO3MOKHBIMH
MHUCKaMH, MHCOYKaMH W OnojamMu. AXeMeHH] HaOpocwics Ha exny, He
3a00TICh O TOM, YTO BTOPOH ApcaM CHUCXOJWUTEIBHO HAONIONal 3a HHM.
TonbKO OIIYTHB MPHUSTHYIO CHITOCTh U 3aMMB BCE BUHOM, OH CTaJl KPUTUYECKH
OCMATpHBATh CTOJIOBYIO yTBaph. XOTs BCS Tocyna Oblia cellaHa W3 30J10Ta,
OHA HE OTJIMYAJIACh HY CIIOKHOCTEHIO OTJIEIKH, HA OOraTCTBOM JI€TalICH.

— Jlaneko BaluM MacTepaM Jake JI0 OOBIYHBIX peMecIeHHUKOB B [lepcun.

— OnsTh THI HEJTOBOJICH, — TIOMOPIIIMJIICS BJIACTEIINH CYAbOBI.

— MOXHO MoAyMaTh, Thl CTapaelibCs CAENaTh TakK, 4TOObI s BCEM OBLI
nososen! U, npaBmaa, 3auem 310 Tebde?!

— YecTHO roBops, 1 Beab OOT JTOOPOi CyIhObI.

— JloOpreiid? — ynuwics Apcam. — CtpanHoe y Te0s MOHSATHE O A00poTe U
CYACThE: TO B MyCTHIHE JKKEMTH, TO KPOKOAUIAMHU TPABHIIIb.

— Tyt TBI HEe TpaB, MOAYMald XOPOIIEHHKO, — HEBO3MYTHMO pPacCyKaal
[lan, — OBUT JIK THI KOTAa-HUOYIb CYACTIIMB HACTOJIBKO XK€, KaK B MPOXJIATHOM
Oaccetine?

— Her, Bpone O, — 3atyMa’cst mepc, — HO TaKOH IIEHOM. . .

— Kakas pasHuiia, camoe CHIBHOE CYACThe IMPOUCXOJIUT TOJBKO TOCIe
ropecTed M UCTIBITAHUH.

— Tebe crenoBano cratk 6oromMm MyapocTy.

— YYeHBIMU-TEOPETHKAMU 3aHIUMAETCS IPYTroi OOT.

— A TBI 3HaudT mpakTHK. Heykemn Bce STH CKUTaHUS II0 ITyCTHIHE
MOHAJIO0WIHCh MHE TOJIBKO JIJISl TOTO, YTOOBI C YIAOBOJIBCTBUEM HCKYIMATHCS? —
HE BepuJ1 AXEMEHHU]I.

— He s Bcé s10 Hayan, TeI cam BuHOBaT! O0OMIen 3monaMsaTHoro baca, u Tot
nonpocui Cera Tebe OTOMCTUTH. IloBemuTeNb IMyCTHIHb 3a0pOocHi TeOsS B
MEPTBYIO JIMBUICKYIO ITyCTBHIHIO, OTKY/1A JIFOAW HE BO3BPAIAIOTCS.

— A kak xe ropox?

— Oto Tanng — ropoj, KOTOPOTo HUKTO HE MOXKET HANTH.

— Taxk yx u He MoxeT?! — ycomHmcs iepe. — S ke Hamén.

— Bor u ymuBurensHO, kKak Tebe 3TO ymamoch. Tamm — ropoa boros. B
He3alaMsATHBIE BpeMeHa TanTeT-TKaumxa, COTKaja BOJIIEOHOE IOJIOTHO H
OTIYCTHJIA TI0 BETPY, OHO OIYCTHJIOCh B JIMBHUICKOHN IYCTHIHE, WU BO3HUK Ha
HéM ropona Tamn. IlomroOmics oH Goram BepxHero W HWxHero Hwia, cranm
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OHHM B HEM coOupaThcs. Ho korna HaneraeT CHIIbHBINA BeTep, MOJIXBATHIBAET OH
MoJIOTHO TauTeT u YHOCUT Ha JPYroe MecTo BMecTe ¢ ropogoM. CMepTHEIE HE

MOTYT HHM HaWTH, HH YBUJCTh BOJIICOHBIH Tawa, — 3aKOHYMI  CBOU
TOpP>KECTBEHHBIN paccka3 [llan.
— Tloxoxe, 3TO KacaeTcs TOJBKO ETUITSH, pa3 yXK s 3leCh, — TOPIO

MPOM3HEC POJICTBEHHUK MEPCUACKHUX Lape.

— MHe He BeIoMO, Kak MOTJIO 3TO CIIYYHThCS, — Tpou3Hec bor no0poit
CyIb0bI, — HO TeOe JTyulire 3a0bITh BCE, YTO OBLIO.

— Vnadge roBOps, MPUTBOPUTHCS, YTO HUYEro He OBIIO? — TEPEeCIpOCHI
YECTHBIA 30pOaCTpHeEIl.

— 3Haro, 3HaI0, YTO BpaTh THI HE yMeenTb. [IpocTo MoTdM, MOTYH Kak phIOa.

ApcaMmy IOKa3ajoch, 9TO OH M HA CAMOM JIeJieé He MOXKET IPOU3HECTH HU
cioBa. [IpocTpaHCTBO BOKPYT HETO 3aKOJBIXAJIOCH.

I'nmaBa mecras

HOBAS ’)KU3Hb

— Onsate! — IpOMKO BOCKJIMKHYJI OH W YAMBHWICS, YTO CIBILIUT CBOM
COOCTBEHHBII I'OJI0C.

CTeHBI KOMHATHI PE3KO Pa3Nauch W ucde3nu. Bokpyr Oomnbine He OBLIO
ropoga boroB, He ObuUI0O HHU 3Bepeil, HM cTpaHHBIX cyuiecTtB. llepen
AXEeMEeHHJIOM CHOBa JieXajla JOpOXKKa uepe3 IOJsl, MOKPBITHIE 3EJIEHBI0
BCXOJIOB, a BIlepeld y)Ke ObUTM BUIIHBI IIOCTPOMKHU BIaJeHUs1 HOMapxa. Apcam
HCKAJT B3MIISIOM MIPEKPACHYI0O AHAXUT, HO OH OBLT OJIUH.

— Xanp, uto oHA TOXKE OblIIa BUACHBEM, — B3IOXHYJ BIIFOOJIEHHBIM.

A Tomy, uto psaoM He Obuio HHU lllam, HE ypomiamBoro Geca, AXeMeHH]
TOJIbKO mopajoBaiicsi. OH yBEepeHO HampaBWJICs K momecTeio Xepuxopa. I[lo-
OpeKHEMY emE He OCOOCHHO MPEICTAaBJISAsA, YTO OH CKAXKET, YeM OINpaBIacT
CBOE OTCYTCTBHE U HETIOBUHOBEHHE.

«HancMoTpiuky yxe 1aBHbIM-JaBHO BEPHYJIUCH U PACHCaIl BCE B CAMOM
Y)KaCHOM CBeTe, — pPa3MbIIUISUT OH, — Jia, HE BOBpPEMS MEHA Yropasaujio
MPONacTb Ha TPH JTHS».

Boiigs B BopoTa momecTbd, OH ObUI OIIApalleH, KOrjaa MOHsI, YTO BO
BJIICHUU HOMAapxa ero JI0Jrod OTIIYYKH Jaxe He 3aMEeTUJIH. Xepuxop, TOUYHO
KaKk B MPOLLIBIA pa3 MpOTYJIUBAICA 1O JIBOPY CO CBOCH MAaJKOM, BCTPETHI
nepca ¢ MEPTBBIM CIIOKOMCTBHEM.

— Xsana boram! Tbel HEe omo3opui MeHS CBOMM AypalKuM MMOOErom.
Bepnyncs. Llenro. Tonbko He paccuuThiBaii Ha 0co00€ OTHOIICHHE,
paszopsiicst Xepuxop, mo3adbIB, 4TO Mepc BCE€ paBHO HE MOMMET €ro.

He mpencraBmsist cebe, Kak Temnepb €My JIydllle BECTH ceOS C XO3SHHOM,
Apcam pemni Bc€ MpUHUMATh Kak J0JDKHOE.

— Ilouemy He criopullb? — yAUBUIICS XEPUXOP.
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— A Hamo? — ycMexHyscst AXeMEHU I, TIOHSB ero OJaroaapsi HaCTaBICHUSIM
AHaxur.

Homapxy Tak XoTenoch NpOSBUTH BCIO IOJIHOTY CBOEH BJIACTH, MOXKET
OBITh, TOKPUYATh, TOKOMAHJOBaTh, HO 3TOT HEBO3MOXXHBIH WHO3EMEI] BEYHO
JIMIIAN €T0 BCAKOM COMMOHOCTH. Xepuxop Hadpall B TPyAb BO3AyXa, coOpancs
CKa3aTh YTO-TO BECKOE, LIYMHO BBIAOXHYJI ¥ IPOMOJIYAIL.

— Tak s noliny? — cnpocust Apcam, He 3a00TsICh O TOM, YTOO XO3SIMH CMOT
IOHATH €70 CJIOBA.

— Wpu... — 03agaueHHO 0TO3BAJICSI HOMapX.

Ho yxe xorga mepc nmoaxonuin K OTBEAEHHOMY €MY CTPOCHMIO, XEepUXop
CIOXBATHJICS, KPUKHYJI B CIIE[!

— HancMmoTtpmuku 31ech yxe 4eTBepTh daca, Te ThI Oorrancs?

— I'me s Tompko HHU OonTancs, — ycTajuo B3MOXHYNI ApcaM, HE yOOCTOUB
XO35IMHA JJa’ke IOBOPOTOM T'OJIOBBI.

WNHorna eMy Kas3anoch, YTO OH IPEKPACHO IMOHMMAJ ETUIETCKUM WM
IIPOCTO CKa3aHHbIE C TaKOW MHTOHALMEN CJIOBa XO35MHA HE MOIJIM O3HA4aTh
HUYEro APYyroro.

Ilycras cympayHas KOMHara C TOJIBIMM CT€HAaMH C JIBYMs YPOAJUBBIMU
CTON0aMH TIOKa3aJIach €My MPUATHON W YIOTHOH.

— A Bemp mpaB llam: TOmpKO TOCTE TSDKKUX HWCIBITAHAA YyBCTBYEIIHh
HACTOSILYI0 pajoCTh.

XeHyy C HacllaKIEHHEM OIlyCTWJICS Ha CBOIO IIMHOBKY, Ha NPOXJIaJHOM
MIOJTy BBITSHYJ HOTH.

— Xopomo! J/IaBHEHBKO 51 TaK CHIBHO HE ycTaBaia. HomMapx dTo-TO roBOpHI
0 YeTBEPTH Yaca, MOJTYyJaeTCsi — MOMX CKHTaHHU I10 ITyCTHIHE BOBCE HE OBLIO?
Tak, con, naBaxxaenue? Her! He moxer ObITh! BCE OBLIO TaKMM HACTOSIIMM !
W Boxa, M KPOKOJHMIL. .. KaK 5 €ro JOJIOMI TOH ILUTUTOH.

ApcaM yIBIOHYIICS BOCHOMHHAHUIO, HO Cpa3y HAXMYPHICS:

— Tompko BCE OCTambHOE TOYHO HE OBUIO peambHBIM U HOPMAaJBHBIM,
criomrHeie  JeMoHBl Axpumana! K mypankum romoBaM s yKe HadHMHAIO
MPUBBIKATH, HO BTOpoH Apcam — 3to criumkoMm! [IpuBumautcs ke takoe! Kro
TaM Ha MEHs o0uzencs? — cTapalics IPUITIOMHUTD, YK€ 3aChIIas.

IIpoGyxneHne ObUTO MPUATHBIM. EIE HE OTKPBIB TJa3, OH MOYYBCTBOBAI
3HAKOMBII apoMaT yIIUCTHIX Macell.

— AHaxwuT... — IpoLIEeNTal OH U MOCIELIHO CeJI Ha CBOEH LIMHOBKE.

ApcaMm mpocman J0iAro, ¥ Ha MHUpP YK€ YCIejla OIyCTUTbCS TEMHOTa.
Kenmuua nepkana B pyKe TOpsILylO JIaMIly, 30J0TO€ CHSIHHE OCBEIajo eé
IO, nenano AHaxur emé mnpekpacHed. Ilepc smoboBayics e€ OOJNBIIMMH
TEMHBIMU TJla3aMH, NOJABEAEHHBIMH T'YCTO-3€JIEHBIM MAJIaXUTOM, CTpelaMH
JUIMHHBIX PECHML, HEXHOM, Kak MOJOIOM mepcuk, Kkoxei. Kenmmua
3aroBOpWIIa, HO BIIOONEHHBI HEe pazOmpan cjoB, CiIyman e€ roioc, Kak
Kypuanue pydubs. E€ paccepmmia ero OnmakeHHasw yiupIOKa, OHAa HaxXMypHIa
TyCThIC OPOBH.
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— TwI MeHs ciymaenis?! — BO3MYTHIIACh KeHa Xepuxopa.

—A...uT0?..

— Moii MyX o4eHb cepauT Ha TeOs!

— S Bupen.

— OH He cMor 3Toro ooBsicHUTE TeOe. M mocianm MeHs, 4ToOBI s CcKasaia,
9TOOBI THI OOJIBIIIE HUKOTIAa HE BEN ce0s1, KaK. .. — 3aMsyIach OHa.

— Kak ¢cBOOOIHBIN YEJIOBEK U X035 MH? — HOACKa3a)l AXEMEHN/I.

— Hy... na, T6I 5xe obemra...

— Jla s mpocTo MOHATH HE MOTY, — Pa3BE&N pyKaMu Iepc, — OTH Balld
Jyparkue MOpsIKH, TaKOe BIICUATIIEHUE, YTO BBl OOMTECH APYT APyra MpocTo
IO MTPUBBIYKE.

— B 4uéMm-TO THI mpaB, MBI JEHCTBUTENHHO KUBEM MO JABHO 3aBEIEHHBIM
MpaBWJIaM ¥ HUKOTJIa HUYETO HEe MEHSEM.

— D10 yxacHo! Jlypankue npaBuia, Aypalkue oOblYau; KaKeTcs, B 3TOH
CTpaHe HHYETO HEe MEHSETCS yXKe CTO JieT!

— l'opazno mosblie, — B3JOXHYJIA KEHIIWHA, — HO B 3TOH CTAOMIBLHOCTH
ectb cBOs ipenecTh! Thl MPUBBIKHENIH, TOUMEIH

— He xouy s monnmars! — Bo3mytuics Axemenuna. — S, motomok Kupa
BEJIMKOT0, HE OCTaHYCh 3]IeCh Hajoiro! 3mech Kak OyATO BCE CHAT W BHIAT
JlypHO#1 COH!

— [Mouemy mypHO#? — yAMBUIIACH KEHIHA.

— Tonpko B DypHBIX CHaX MOXKHO BOJIOKOM TallUTh KaMEHHBIC TIBIOBI U
MIPUHOCHUTH KEPTBBI pa3HbIM ypoam!

— He ockopbnsit MmectHbIX boros, — ménoroM mpenocreperia AHaXHT, —
OHH paccepasrTcs!

— Ve cepasrcs! Ilycte cebe cepasiTcs CKOJIBKO YTOJHO! — CaMOHAICSTHHO
3asBWI ApcaM. — OHH BOBCe He OOTH, TOJIBKO JAeMOHBI. VX co3man AXxpumas,
9TOOBI Cpaxkarbes ¢ Axypa Masoid, Ho 4eJIOBEeK CHITbHee nX !

— 3nech 6oru Erunra BCeCHIIbHEIL.

— Bujen s ux cuitbl, — yeMeXHyJIcsS Apcam.

— Korga TeI Tak rOBOpHINB, MHE CTaHOBUTCS CTpPAallHO, — MpH3HAJIACh
Amnaxwur.

— Tax TbI OOHIIIBCS 3a MEHS?

— Jla... — BBIZIOXHYJIA OHA M MTOTYIHJIACh.

— Toraa s OO0 3Ty CTPaHy M BCEX 3TUX OOTrOB! — CYACTIIMBO YIIBLIOHYJICS
BIIOOIEHHEI.

— IMooGemait MHe, — TTONpOCHIIa KEHIWHA, — OOJIbIIIE HE 3JIUTh HU OOTOB,
HU HOMapxa.

— S, 9ecTHO, TTOCTAparOCh, — MPHXKAII PYKY K CEpIIly Tepc, — HO OHHU BCE
TaK HEOXKUIAHHO OOMIKAIOTCS U 3IIATCAL.

AHaXHT IOCTAaBWIIA HA ITOJT BO3JIe AXEMECHHIa KAMEHHYIO CTaTy3TKY:
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— Iloka T B MOEM TTOMe, TIyCTh ATOT bor momMariHero ovara 3amuTuT Teos,
MHE Tak OyJeT CrioKoiHee, — OBICTPBIM HIEMOTOM MIPOM3HECIA OHA U IIOCIICIITHO
BBIIIUIA, OCTABUB PSAAOM C (PUTYPKOH JIaMITy.

Bmio6n€HHBI TPOBOAMIT €€ HEXHBIM B3IVIAOM, IPHUCIYIINBASCh K 3BYKY
e€ NErkux IaroB, U, TOJIbKO KOTJa OHU CTHXJM, II€PC IOCMOTpPES Ha HOBOI'O
3a0IUTHUKA, — MaJleHbKas (UTypKa OKa3zalach CIagko —YIBIOAIONIIMCS
KapJIMKOM.

— Omsate bac! — crimonyn Axemenuns.

OH cHOBa pasnércs Ha CBOEH IWHOBKE, HO COH He mén k Hemy. Ero
pa3mpakano HEOTCTYIIHOE BHHMaHHE KaMeHHOro oOepera. Kasamocs, uto bac
HE CBOJUT C HEr0 CBOMX XUTPBIX KPYIJIbIX IJIa3.

— brima 6 Most Bost — BBIIBBIPHYII ObI TEOS Ky/a Mmoaaiblie! — oOpaTuics
Tepc K Kapiauky. — Jla TBOS X03siKa MHE CIIUIITKOM J0pOTa.

OH mojomen W TpocTo MoBepHyn ¢urypky k creHe. Ho He ycmen
AxeMeHHU]] BEpHYThCSI K CBOEH IIMHOBKE, MPUCTPOUTH CBOM CBEPHYTHIM XaiaT
IIOJl TOJOBY W ONaXEHHO TMOTSHYTHCSA, KaK 3aMETHJ XHUTPHIH MPHUILYp
erunerckoro Ooxkka. duUTypka OIATH CTOSUIA HA TPEKHEM MECTe M E€XHIHO
yibsi0anack AxeMeHuay. ApcaMm MOBTOPHII MaHEBpP, M MTHOBEHHE CITYCTS OH
CHOBA yBHJIeT eXxuaHOTO baca.

— Tw1 uTO, M3EBacIIbCA? ! — BOCKIIMKHYJI OH.

— 51 3geck, 9TOOBI CICOUTD 32 TTOPSIKOM, — CKPUITYYUM TOJIOCOM OOBSCHHI
00XKOK.

— 3x1ech BCE B MOPAAKE, — 3aBEPUII NIEPC, — MOKEIIb OTAOXHYTh U OCTaBUTb
MeHs B IoKoe!

— Tenepr He MOy, MHE TEOSI TOPYIHITH.

— Torma oxpansii BXox, — HaméiIcs MEPCUACKAN BOWH, — YTO0 HHYETO HE
CIIy4HJIOCh.

XUTPOCTh yaanach, H YpOAJIMBEIN 00KOK caM co00i MOBEpHYIICS K IBEPH.
ApcaMm B3IOXHYI ¢ 00erdeHreM, OJJHAKO CKOPO 3aCKydall W CHOBa oOpaTuics
K bacy:

— DM, a ThI yXe nepecTan JyThCs UM MHE ’K/1aTh HOBBIX HEMPUATHOCTEH?

— I He 3IONaMATHBIN, a TETepb U BOBCE HENbB34.

— BeIxoauT, HaM Hazl0 ApYKUTh?

— Beixoaut, — HEIOBOJIBLHO COrJIACUIICS XPaHUTENb O4ara, — TOJIbKO Thl MHE
BCE paBHO HE HPABHIIILCS!

— Kakas nocana! — yemexuyncst AxemeHua. — 9To modemy xe?

— Twer 3amyman 310, — bac coOpan HU3KHIA 7100 B TSKEBIE CKIAIKUA, — ThI
3a/lyMall 3710 HallleMy XO341HY.

— Xepuxopy? — yTouyHmI Apcam.

— Xo03s11Hy IoMa, TJIaBHOMY XKpeLy — Xepuxopy.

— Jla, — paccMmestiicst mepe, — CTapyuK Ha MEHSI OY€Hb OOHMIUTCS, 3aTO XO3sHKE
OyaeT XOopolo.

— XO035IK€e CIIYKUT MOSI KECHa.
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— IToxosxas Ha Te0s1?

— Ma, — ropno xuBHYyn bac.

— beausra, Ho THI Benb €€ IFOOHIIE? !

— Ouens.

B romoce kapimka MOCHBIIIANIOCE TEIUIO W HEXHOCTh. Ero yxacHas
BHEIIHOCTbH MTPEOOPa3HIIach.

— 3HauuT, OHA CYACTIINBAsS, — B3JIOXHYI Apcam.

— B n100BH 51 mocoOuTh HE MOTY, — CONHMIHO IIPOU3HEC 3AIIUTHUK Oovara, —
HO XO03sIiiKa TOBEpseT )KEHE CBOM CEpICUYHBIC TAifHBI; CKaXy IO CEKPETy — THI
el cUMITaTUYEH.

— Heyxxenu Anaxut pazroBapuBaeT ¢ Hel, TOYHO TaK K€, KaK MbI?

— He coBcem, — 3acmestics bac, — xo3siika TOBOpPUT, a Mosi bacut
BHUMATEIIFHO CITyIIIAeT.

— Hy na, BBI ke KaMeHHBIE, — BCHOMHII AXEMEHHI, — OCTaJIOCh HOHSTD,
OTYEro 5 ¢ BaMH OOIIAIOCh, — B3IOXHYII TIepC.

— Takumu TalitHamM¥u s HE Bellalo, CIIPOCH y KOTO-HUOY/Ib IPYyToro.

— Hanpumep, y Ocupuca, — OypkHyn Apcam.

— Ocupuc OJIMH U3 TJIABHBIX OOTOB, X035SWH 3arpOOHOT0 MUDA.

AXEMEHHIIOM 3aBllaJiella CTpamlHas MBICTb, XOJOJOM CKOJIB3HYJa IO
CIHHE:

«Moxet, s yxe ymep? U Bc€, 94TO TPOUCXOIUT B TMOCIEIHEE BPEMsl, —
qyjieca 3arpoOHOTO MHpA. ..»

ApcaMm CMOIK, TITy0OKO 3amymMancs. bac Toibko 3TOro M Kmai, He yKenmas
MIPOIOIDKATE PA3TOBOP C ATUM HA30UIHMBBEIM cMEpTHEIM. OH pa3oM OKaMEHEN U
yIpaTHIl Maleiiie Mpu3Hakd CBOeH HenaBHeH akTWBHOCTH. [lepc maxe He
CMOTpEI Ha HETO, IOTPY3UBIIHNCH B HEBECEIBIC PAa3MBIILIICHIS:

«Bwixomur, s Bcé-taku yronyn! Bens nmMenHo Toraa Bc€ Haganock! CriepBa
OBLIM OTPOMHBIC OBIKH M3 DKOaTaH, — BCIIOMHHAN OH. — CTPaHHO: OHO M TOXKE
nms lllexy y Hac W y erunTsH O3HAa4YaeT COBCEM pa3HOe; BOT OBl ToMa
MTOCMESUTUCh, ecli O s pacckasan, 4to 3mech lllemy He KpbuiaTelii OBIK, a
MaJICHBKHI MaTb4YUK C TYKOMD.

[lepc ynbIOHYIICS, M, OYAy4YH ONTUMHUCTOM, CJeall BeChbMa CBOCOOPA3HBIMA
BEBIBOJI:

«Ecnu s MEPTB U BCE BOKPYT HEPEATbHO, 3HAUUT, 3€Ch MHE YK€ HUYErO HE
rpo3ut! MoHO TBOpUTH BCE, UTO 3ax04eTcsi!»

AXeMeHH]T pe3KO BCKOYMJI Ha HOTH, MOJXBaTHJ CBOH XalaT, BCTPSXHYI,
9TOOBI PacIPaBUTh U BOCKIHKHYII:

— Pa3 tak, noliny nckarb AHaxur!

Habpocur xamaT, oH BEICKONB3HYN U3 CBOCH KaMOpKH, HE 3aMETHB y)Kaca,
HCKA3UBIIIETO JINIIO0 KAMEHHOTO Kapiuka. Ha 3ToT pa3 HOYbs ObLIa IpeKpacHa u
CBETJIa O] JYKaBBIM OKOM MOJOIOH JYHBI. BBUIM OTIMYHO pa3IMYuMEI BCe
MIOCTPOWKH B MMEHUH HOMapXa, HO UX OJUHAKOBO POBHBIC KyOWMKH Tiepca He
3amHTepecoBany. OH cpa3y HampaBWICAd K LEHTPAIbHOMY 3IaHHIO BO3JIE
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OacceifHa, yKpaIlIeHHOMY YeTHIPEMSI KOJIOHHaMHU 0€3 MPUBBIYHBIX AXEMEHUIY
OBIIIHEIX TIicTp. Beck aBop ObLT pacuepueH YETKMMH YEPHBIMH TEHSIMU.
BowunctBenHsiit Apcam cMeno CKOIB3WI Mexay HUMU. Korna oH yxe okazaics
BO3JIE€ KpailiHEel KOJIOHHBI, M3 JIOMa JIOHECCS KaKOW-TO IIyM; IEepC 3amep,
CKPBIBIIUCH B IUIOTHOM TeHU. OH yBHUAEJ, KaK €IMHCTBEHHAs PAacIlOIOKEHHAs
cOOKy IIBeph OTBOpHWJIACh, TIOKa3allach (UTypa >KCHIIVHBI; BIOOIEHHBIN C
BOCTOpProM y3Hai B Hell Anaxut. OHa JOJTO CTOSJA, 33AyMUYHUBO TJSIAS HA
pe3HbIE BEPXYILIKH IajbM, [10JCBEUCHHbIE TANHCTBEHHBIM JIYHHBIM CHUSHHUEM.
YcTaneiM JKecTOM TIONpaBHIIa BOJIOCHI, Monmia K OacceliHy. BioOnéHHBIM
peLIMICS IEPEXBATUTH €€:

— AHaxuT, — TUXO II03BaJl OH, HE KeJlas HaIlyraTh JKEHIIMHY.

Omna B31IpoTHyIa, 00EpPHYyIaCch, BO3MYTUIACK!

— Yro T8I 311€Ch Aenaemb?! ThI JOMKEH. ..

— 1 BApYT MOHSII, — IpU3HAJICS ApcaM, — 9TO COBCEM HHYETO HE JOKeH!

— Kak 310? — ouens yauBuiacr AHaxur.

— Benp MEpTBBIEC YK€ HUKOMY HUYETO HE JOJKHBI!

— Ipu uém 31ecp MEPTBEBIE?

— OT10 51 MEPTBBIN! — 3as1BUI AXEMEHH]I.

— O, boru! — ncryranace KeHIIUHA.

HoBowucriedeHHBIN TOKOWHUK CYACTIMBO yIBIOAJICS.

— S Bc€ momsI, s TOMEp YK€ MJaBHBIM-IaBHO! YTOHYnM BMecTe C
OCTaITEHBIMH COJIIATAMH U TpedIamMu.

Joubs Mugum cMoTpena Ha HETro ¢ y>KacoM.

—Yro 161 ToBOpHmIB?! O uéMm THI?!

Boonymesnénnsiii, Apcam marHyi K HEel.

— 5] y’e OTJIMYHO 3HAKOM C BallllM LIaKaJIOTOJIOBBIM. . .

— AnyOucom? — yxacHyJIach AHaxuT.

— He Tonbko ¢ HUM.

— Kak? Korma?

— B camom Hauyane, Kak TOJBKO K BaM MOMNAJI, JOJIO IIacTal MEXIY
BOHIOUHX O03€p 3a KakuM-To OemHsarod. OH emé OOpMOTal CTpaHHYIO
oenmmbepy.

— A BopoTa Tam OpuTH?

— [Boe nnu Tpoe.

— Oro TouHo [yat! — axHyna xeHa Xepuxopa. — TBo€ cep/lie B3BEIIMBAIN
Ha Becax?

— BsBemmBanu, TONBKO HE MOE, — JIETKOMBICIEHHO OTBETWJI IIepcC, He
MTOHUMAIOIIMH €€ cTpaxa, — MEHs BBITHAIIH.

— ...Berranmu? — coBcem pacrepsutach Anaxut. — Ho x1o?

— C HuM £ emi€ HEe 3HAKOM, — OTMaxHyJICd AXEMEHU], — ITAKUI BeIHKaH C
M0’KapoM Ha roJIOBE.

— Henp3s tak roBoputs o 6orax! OHu oTOMCTSAT!

— Jla HeT, OHM BOBCE HE TaKHe 3700HBIE pedsTa.
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— Otkyna Tebe 3HaTh! MoOW MyX — BEPXOBHBIM JKpell — PEryJspHO
obmraercst ¢ 6oramu, ¥ eMy U3BECTEH UX CYpOBBIH HpaB.

— MoxeT, OHH TOJIBKO K HEMY CYpOBBI? — JIyKaBO COLTypuics nepc. — Mue,
HanpuMep, OH TOXXKE HE HpaBUTCS!

— Ter Bc€ mrytumb. CoBepinaemib IOCTYIKH, COBCEM HE 3a00TSACh O
3aBTpalNIHEM JHE. Y HAC TOBOPST, UTO THI HE UAEIIH MaraMu Mouca.

— Ilpu yem Tyt MbUC?

— VY eruntsn MOuc cuutaercs ouyeHb Myzapoi nrtuned. OHM ITaBHO
3aMEeTHIN, YTO OH HE CIeNacT HH IIary, XOpOIIEHHKO HE PAacCMOTPEB KyaAa,
HACTYTaeT.

— [a, 970 TOUHO HE PO MEHs. Sl U IPH KHU3HU-TO HE OBUI OCTOPOXKHBIM, a
Teneph U 00SATCS HEYero.

AHaXUT TPYCTHO MOKaydaja roJOBOH.

— Iliroxoe onpaBnanue 6e3paccyacTBy. OaHu OOTH BEAAIOT, OTKYIA K TeOe
NPUXOMAAT TaKHe CTPaHHBIC CHBI M Mpo [lyar, W mpo MECTHBIX OOTOB, HO THI
TOYHO emlé He B MHpEe MEPTBBIX. Benb MBI Bce BOKPYT JKUBHI M aOCOIIOTHO
peabHEL.

Kenmaa TsOKETIO B3AOXHYIIA.

— U3BuHH, s Bc€ 0 cebe. Myx TebOst oomxkaet?

KpacaBuria 6pe3rimBo onépHyiIa pyKoi, Kak KOIIKa, HACTYIUBINIAsI B BOIY.
Bbpocuna paznpaxEénno:

— Xepuxop TpsrKa, OH BCero OOUTCS.

— Jlaxe Te0s? — yqUBWIICS TIepC.

— U mens, u Bcex BokpyrT. [lopoit s yIuBISAIOCH, TOYeMy OOTH CO3/IaIH €T0
YEJIOBEKOM, a HE KPBICOI.

— OH Tebe Tak HenpuATeH?

— 4 x HemMy NPUBBIKIA, — B3J0XHYJA J04b Muauu.

— Korna B Erumer oyt nepcsl, s ©30aBito TeOS OT HETO.

B orBer Ha xBacTimBhle OOemiaHus AXEMEHHAA JKCHIIWHA TOIBKO
3araZloyHo YJIBIOHYIAch. BitoOIEHHBIN CYEN 3Ty yIBIOKY TOOPHIM 3HAKOM, OH
PEIIIICS TTOIOUTH, B3ATh €€ 3a pyKy, AHAXHUT PYKH HE OTHSIIA. ..

— A-a-al

Ilepc pesko obOepHyncs Ha Kpuk. Ha mopore moma HOMapxa CTOSII
Xepuxop, OH pa3MaxuBaJl pyKaMH, JIUIO HUCKa3WiIa OTBPATUTENbHAs rpuMaca
y)Kaca, BO3MYILIEHHS, OOMIBI U SpocTH. Ero MCTepHyHBIN BOIUIE CMEHHUIICS
ITOTOKOM CJIOB KOPOTKUX M TPYOBIX, KaK MPHUKAa3bl WIN pyrarenscrsa. Homapx
MTOJICKOYIIT K AHAXUT, CXBAaTWI JKEHY 32 PYKY, AEPHYI K ceOe, TOTKHYI B IOM,
OHa JIETKO TOAYMHWIACH. ApcaM HE PEIIMICS OCTaHOBHUTH e€ cumoid. OH
TOJMBKO TIPOBOAWJI JOJNTHM B3TJLIIOM H BOBCE HE 3aMETHJ, KaK BOKPYT
Habexann BepHBIE ciyru Xepuxopa. OHH Bce OBUTH BOOPY)KEHBI TECaKaMH —
TommopamMu cTpaHHO#H ¢opmel. [lepc BIepBBIE BHAEN ETHIETCKOE opyxue. B
CBETE JIyHbl HATOUCHHEIH METaT KPacHOBATO OJECHYN. ApcaMm OBUT BOWHOM,
He pacrepsuics HH Ha cekyHmy. OH, TOTOBBI CpaXkaThCs, HO COBCEM
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0e30pyXKHBIH, BBIHYXKJICH OBUI OTCTYNUTh K OJHOW W3 KOJIOHH. Bokpyr He
0Ka3aJ0Ch HUYETO MOAXOAIIEIO: HU NaJIKU, HU AOCKHU, HU KaMHs. OcTaBajnaoch
IpaThCs TOJBIME pyKaMu. AXEMEHHU BCIIOMHIII CTapyl0 XUTPOCTh U Kybapem
Opocuncss mox Horum HamamaBmmM. Cpasy [BOE ETHNTSH IMOBAJIIINCH Ha
3emuto. OJIMH U3 HUX BBIPOHWII CBOM TsDKENBIA Tecak. [lepc moaxsarui ero,
BCKOYMJI Ha HOT'U. Temnepp CIIyrd HOMapxa MeIJIMIM, HE Hamajald, HECMOTps
Ha cBOE OONBIIOE YHCICHHOE MpeBOCXOoAcTBO. OHM BIIECTEPOM CTapalIuCh
OKPY)KHTh MHO3eMIIa. ApcaM ¢ yrpo3oi MOKPYTHJ B pyKe HEyAOOHOE 4yxkoe
Opy’KHe.

— Hy ke, cmenee, KTo epBBIiA XO0UET CTaTh ApoBamMu? !

Eruntsne He mOHSMIM HHM CIIOBa, HO HAAMEHHBIA, YBEPEHHBIA BH]
IOPOTHBHUKA Hamyranl ux Oomeiie yrpo3. HuKTO He ABHHYNICS € MecTa.
Xepuxop cTapajics MOATOJKHYTh CBOMX JIIOJEH, KpU4yall YTO-TO TOPTaHHOE U
BosMymEHHoe. Kazamoch, OH caM TOTOB PUHYThCS B OOW, TOJBKO KTO-TO
HEBUAMMBII yIEepKUBAeT €ro 3a IIHMBOPOT. 3aTO OH Jejaj CTpallHOE JUIO,
BBIKATHIBAJI I1a3a M CKPEKETaI 3yOamH.

— Cmortpure, kKak Mydaercs denoBek. [lomorute xo3smHy! — 37I0pamHO
Opocuit AXeMeHHI.

Ero Becémocts emé Gompiie B3decuna Homapxa. Y oH psSBKHYJI Ha CIyT TaK,
YTO OHU Pa30M PHUHYJIHCh Ha WHO3eMIla. JIOBKHIA, KaK KOIIKa, ApcaM OTOHBaI
Bce ymapbl. B mbury 60s1 eMy Ka3aloch, 9YTO HOYb SIPKO OCBEIICHAa KPAaCHBIM
orHeM. OH coBceM MOTepsul U3 BUAY XEpUXopa U BCIOMHWI O HEM TOJBKO
TOrJa, KOrna, 3J10 ILIyplia, BO3AyX paccekia cTpesa U BIWIach eMy B IUIEHO.

— Maswuna! — BeIpBasiocs y miepca.

Homapx, MeTHBIIMII NMPOTHBHHUKY B TOJNOBY, C JOCAamsl OpOCHI JYK,
MOCTICNITHO YIIEN B JOM. Pasrops4éHHBIA OemeHon Ipakoi, ApcaM BBIpBal
cTpery, Opocuit mox Horu. [lmedo 3ammma ropstgast KpoBb. Kak Tonpko HOMapx
yIIEN, €ro CIyTd pa3oM IepecTaly HamagaTb W OTCTYIWJIM OT PaHEHOro, Ho,
BIIOJIHE 3aclyXEHHO OIacasich €ro, 3aMepid B BOMHCTBEHHBIX I103aX,
BBICTaBHB BITEpENl CBOM TOMOPHIL. Ilepc 0OBEM MX B3TJISIOM UCHOIOOBS, Kak
3aTpaBJICHHBINA 3Bepb. OH THKEINIO JBIIIAi, HO ObUT emé MooH cl. TpycinuBoe
OTCTYIUIEHHUE ETUNITSIH Pa3o3Iuio AXxeMeHua.

— Tpychbl! — KpHKHYJI OH, 3a0BIB, YTO OCTOPOXHBIE CIYrM Xepuxopa BcE
paBHO He MONUMYT ockopOiieHnii. — TpyciuBsie kpbichl! Hy, Hanmamaiite xe!

EruntsHe meperisapBaINCh W HE JBUTAIHCh ¢ MecTa. besneiicTBre ObLIO
HE 10 HyTpy pewmrenbHoMy Apcamy. OH IBHHYJCS BHEpER, U MPOTUBHUKU
OTCTYIWIH, HE HapYLIUB KpyT. Ilepc MeTHyICs B CTOPOHY, M KpYTr KauHyJICs 3a
HUM. AXEMEHH]] He MOT HHU JOTSHYTbCA 10 CBOMX BpParoB, HU CKPBITHCS OT
HUX. B OTCyrCTBHM KOMaHIWpa ETHNTSIHE MPOSBISUIH  OCCTOIKOBYIO
CIIaK€HHOCTh. MIHO3eMIly HUKaK He yJaBaJloch CIIPOBOLIMPOBATh Ha APaKy XOTh
onHoro u3 Hux. [lay3a 3aTsruBanach, a Mexay TeM ApcaMm IOYyBCTBOBAJI, YTO
U3-32 paHBl TepseT Cuibl. HeymoOHBI TOHMOp CTal CIHIIKOM TSDKENBIM,
MPUILIOCH NEPETOKUTh €ro B JIEBYIO PYKY. AXEMEHHIy Ka3ajloch, 4TO JIyHa
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3amnuia, ¥ HOYHAs ThMa CTyHIaercsl BOKpyr Hero. OH yKe IUIOXO pasimdalt
XyZ#OIaBeIX ciayr Xepuxopa. Horm cramm BaTHBIMH, K TOpPJIY IOXAMOJ3NA
Mep3Kas TOIIHOTA. ..

Ilepc ounyncs ot xomoma. Hag HUM BBICHITHCH 3HAKOMBIE CTEHBI, TO0OANb
pa3nUYaIrCh ABa CBETIBIX CTONOA, HaX TOJIOBOHM ObLT moTosok. OH Jexan Ha
XOJOAHOM KaMEHHOM Toxy. [Inedo HBLIO, HO OH HE MOYYBCTBOBAJI JIUIIKOTO
TeTJla BBITEKABIIEH W3 paHbl KPOBU. AXEMEHHJ TOBEPHYIN TOJIOBY, KpailHe
YIUBHUICS, YBUICB Ha IUIEYE TYTYIO IOBS3KY.

— Ilouemy st He TOMHIO, KaK OKa3aJICs 3/1ECh, — TOMOPIIIICS OH. — XOPOIIIO
YK€ TO, 4TO XOTs OBbI ipaka Obljia TOYHO.

ApcaMm TIOBEpHYJ TOJOBY B IPYTYIO CTOPOHY, TyJa, TJe CTOsUIa KaMEHHAs
¢urypka baca.

— D#, TeI xKe OBIT 37€Ch, XOTh PACCKaKH, YTO BHIENI, — HPUBBIYHO
oOpatuics oH K O0XKKY.

Ho otBeToM emy Opliia moNHAS TUIIMHA. XpaHUTENb OYara OCTaBAJICS HEM H
HETIO/IBIKCH. AXEMEHH]] XOTel IOAONTH K HEMY BCTPSXHYTh, HO METaJI
0onpHO n€pHYN HoOTy. Pab Xepuxopa oOHApYXUII, YTO CHOBA IPUKOBAH IETHIO
K KAMEHHOMY CTOJIOY.

T'1aBa cenpbMasn

PEAJIBHOCTbD

Bonna Oemenoil 3moctu 3axiyiecTHyna ropaoro cbiHa Ilepcun. Emy
XOTENIOCh HOBOU Apaku, ApcaM 4yBCTBOBaJ ce0sl TOTOBBIM CPAa3HUTHCS C IEION
coTHed erunTsaH. Ka3amoce, 3710 CHIIBI XBaTUT, YTOO OJHHUM JBIKCHHEM
MOpBaTh HEHABUCTHYIO 1eNb. OH CXBAaTUJI CBOM METANIMYECKUE Y3bl, NEPHYIL. ..
Ilepc maxe yauBHWIICS, YTO TOJICTasl LiEMb He moajanack. Hwu oaHO 3BeHO He
pa3oMkHyJI0ck. OH AEPHYI CHOBA, MPOKIIATAS MEJlb OCTAIaCh HEBPEIUMOM.

— 51 yObto aToro Xepuxopa! — BOCKIMKHYN AxemeHHn. — Hukro ero He
cnacér! Hu mronu, Hu 6oru!

BcnomHuB 0 erumneTckux Oorax, rmepc OIIAHYJCS Ha TOHYUIMA B TEMHOTE
yroj, BCIIOMHHB, Kak M30aBWIICA OT OKOB B Ipouuiblii pa3. Komuarta Obuia
a0COJIIOTHO IycCTa.

— Any6uc! Ilakanes ronosa!l — mo3san Apcam.

OTBeTa He oCIIeI0BAIO.

— IostBHCH, XOTh 1T00OITaEM!

TumuHa naBuiia Ha yIIu.

— Otnnyno! — paznpaxk&€HHo OypkHYN nepc. — OcTanoch TOJIBKO TOBOPUTh
caMoMy ¢ cOo0Oii U MEIIJIEHHO CXOUTh C yMa.

OtBeuars Obulo HekoMy. [lonb3ysich TeM, 4YTO HEKOMY €ro H
MOJICITYIIMBATh, pab HOMapXxa paccykaal BCIyX:
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— Cyns mo BceMy, MHE yIajoCh OKOHYATENIbHO BEPHYTHCS B MHUP JIFOJICH.
be3o Bcakux mypankux BUACHUN U 9yJOBHUII. MOXET, s IPOCTO BRI3AOpPOBEN?!
Baussiicst 3meck, Opeinin HECKOJIBKO JIHEH, BUIET BO CHE OOT 3HAeT 4To!

Ota cnacuTenbHas MBICIL YCIIOKOWJIA €ro, MpHana HOBBIX CHJI. TOJBKO
OJTHO paccTporiIo AXeMeHHuIa:

— BeixoguT, M ynuBUTENbHAS MHUIUICKas KpacaBuIla Oblia JIMIIb YacThIO
Moero 0pena, — B3JJOXHYJI OH, — Kallb.

Ha »T1OT pa3s Bc€ OBbLIO TakuM YOEIUTENLHBIM W HACTOSIIMM: W HOIOIICEe
wieyo, W TOKENas MeAHas IIeNb, W TJaJKhe CTEeHbl BOKpyr. Huuro He
BEI3BIBAIO HA TEHH COMHEHHA. [lolokeHWe MapcKoro IUIEMSHHUKA OBLIO
Y)KaCHO:

— OHO XOPOIIo, — cTapajcs yTEHIUThCA AXEMEHH, — I TOYHO MOTY OBITh
YBEPEH, YTO JIMXOpaJKa U Opel KOHYHITUCH. 1 aOCOTFOTHO 3710POB.

OHaKo OCO3HAHHWE SICHOW PEaTbHOCTH MPOMCXOISAIIETO ObIII0O HEBEIHOCUMO
Uit Toporo mepca. [IpexHss ucropus ¢ 6oramu, oOIIABIIMMHUCS ¢ HUM Ha
PaBHBIX, TOpa3JIo JIydlle YCIOKaWBajla €ro camoirodue. ApcaMy COBCEM He
XOTEJIOCh TMPOCTO TMpH3HATh BCcE OpeaoM W 3a0bITh. OH HEBOJBHO HCKAI
TOJITBEPKICHHS CBOMX BUICHHA.

— TlomHuutcs, s 3ampocto OoNTaq € 3THM KapJIMKOM, — pPacCy)Xaai
Axemenun, — 3Ty QUIypKy Cioja mpuHecia AHaXWT, HE MO e OH caM
puOeXKaTh.

Hanmnume xameHHOTO 0OXKa OCTaBalIOCh €AMHCTBEHHBIM MaTepHAIBLHBIM
MOATBEP)KAEHUEM €r0 BUICHHH.

— Emé g omMYHO NOMHIO, — pafioBajcs OH, — LEIYI0 Kydy MYZAPEHBIX
€rUIIEeTCKUX CJIOB U UMEH.

HoBrie aprymMeHTHI cOBceM OBLIO YCIIOKOWJIM TOPIOTO Iepca, M OH IIOYTH
MIPUMHUPHIICS CO CBOMM YHH3HUTEIBHBIM IIOJIOKEHHEM paba HOMapxa, pelluB,
YTO 3TO JILIb BPEMEHHbIE HENPUATHOCTH. ApcaM MPOCTO CUAEN M KAaj, YTO
BOT-BOT MECTO €ro 3aTOUYeHHs, KaK OOBIYHO, TOCETHUT IIPeKpacHas >XeHa
Xepuxopa.

Bpewmst mo, miemsaauk naps [lapcer Tepsim tepreane. CHOBa mpoOoBai
pazopBaTh HEHAaBUCTHYIO 1lemb. JKaJIHO CMOTpen Ha JBEPHOU MPOEM,
3aHaBeIIEeHHBIN TpyOoi IMMHOBKOW. HakoHel oHa KadHyJach, BITYCTHB KOCOM
Jy4d CBETa, HO... BMECTO AHAXWUT BOMIEN XYyIIOMANA CMYTJIBIA CTUNTSIHUH; HU
CJIOBa HE TOBOPs, IOCTaBWJI Nepe]] IVIEHHUKOM MMCKY C MIIEHHYHOM Kamei u
yIaiauics, Bcé TaKOW ke XMypbId u Oe3MoiBHBIA. [lepc keBan Oe3BKYCHYIO
€Iy W OTYAasHHO MBITAJICS TNPHUIYMaTh XOTh UYTO-HUOYIb AL TOTO, YTOO
BEIOpaThcs Ha cBoOOny. Kama koHUHMIAch ropasio paHbIIe, YeM OH CyMel
HaWTH TyTh K CHAceHW0. Bcé TOT ke HEOOIMMTENbHBIH CTUNTSIHHH 3a0pai
IyCTYI0 MUCKY, U ApcaM CHOBa OCTajicd OJIMH B TEMHOTE U HEU3BECTHOCTH.

— Kyna noneBanuce cpa3y Bce boru 31oif crpanbl? — cepauics oH. — Hx xe
Takoe 6e3ymMHOEe MHOkecTBO! Hy XOTh OBl OZMH COCTaBMII KOMITAHUIO.
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Bunno, 3BeporonioBele borm He XoTtenmu OoJibllie pa3roBapHBaTh C
UHO3eMIIeM. ApcaM coBceM 3ackydasl. Cupen y CTCHBI, MOAIEPEB KyIaKoM
rogoBy. Korma mnuHOBKa CHOBa OTOABHHYJAach, NaK€ HE IIOBEPHYICS
MIOCMOTPETH Ha BOIIEIIETO.

— Xoportna BcTpeda, — BO3MYTHICS 0€33a00THBIN Tosioc ["anHnOaa.

AXeMeHH]I CMEpHJI €r0 HEJOBEPUYMBBIM B3TJISIOM, CIIOBHO COMHEBAJICS B
PCaTBHOCTH CBOETO TEMHOKOKETO MIPHSTENS.

— He y3naems?! Tonbko 3TOro He xBaTtayno! — BOCKIHMKHYN ['aHHMOANM. —
Bunno xoporro oHu TeOs OTAeTaNH.

— K10 MeHs oTnenan, — HaxMypuiIcs mepc.

— Pearupyems? Yxe xopomo. S Hachbiman o TBoux moasurax! 3aueM Tak
JIPa3HUTh CyaH0Y?

— OT0 TBI 0 uéM?

— CrpaHHblii THl KakoH-TO, TO IM BIOpaBay BcE 3a0bul, TO JH
IPUTBOPSICIIBCS.

— PazobOparbcst xO04y, YTO Ha caMOM Jelie ObUIO, a dYTO MHE
IPUMEPETINIOCE.

— A-a-a, — IPOTAHYJT TEMHOKOXXHH, HE OCOOCHHO TOHHMMAsi, OTKyJda y €ro
MpUATENST COMHEHHUS. — 3HAUUT TaK, — JICJIOBHUTO Haval OH, — BN THl cels
0e300pa3Ho: HAICMOTPIIUKOB KHYTOM TOHSUI, TIPHCTaBall K JKEHE HOMapxa U
Ipajicsi ¢ ero yday — CIlyraMu, 3a 9TO U IOIUTIATHIICA.

'apamnban ykasan Ha enb Ha HOTE Tepca.

— A emg uto-HHOYIH OBUTO? — OCTOPOKHO CITPOCHIT Apcam.

— Hy, yx 00 3ToM 3TO HaJ0 CHPOCHTH Yy CYNPYyrun Xepuxopa Wid y Hero
camoro. im BugHee, 32 4TO HOMapX eI B TeOs U3 JIyKa.

— He ymeer oH cTpensTh, — Ope3riuBo OpocHa AXEMEHHI.

— TBo€ cuactbe, npyroil OBl TOWHO YOWJI WJIM CIyraMm TpuKazal Obl. A
Xepuxop coexai. Hy, BepHee, yexan B Memduc.

— 3ayem?

— OH e BEpXOBHBIH JKpeEIl, a TaM Kak pa3 ATec OKOJEN.

— 910 emé KTo?

— CBslIeHHBIN OBIK, )KUBIIHH IIPH XpaMme.

— A Xepuxop 3aech npu 4€mM?

— Temeprs >xpenbl 00s3aTETBHO MOJDKHBI ATmieca MyMH(QHIUPOBATH U
TOP’KECTBEHHO TIOXOPOHUTH, & HA €r0 MECTO HAMTH TOYHO TaKOro ke ObIKa,
Y9TOOBI )KHJI B XpaMe.

— CrpaHHBIIl 00BIYAM, — MOXAN IUIEYaMU 30POACTPHEI], — HEYXEIH TaK
TPYIHO OJJHOTO POTAaTOr0 3aMEHUTH JPYTHM.

— Ecmu 6 65110 Be€ Tak mpocto! Tlonck HOBoro Armeca — Ieioe HCKYCCTBO,
9TO JIOJDKEH OBITh CaMBIM MOCICIHUN TENEHOK Y KOPOBBI, YEPHBIN, Ha JIOY y
Hero OelNbIii YeTHIPEXYTroNbHUK, Ha CITHHE — H300paskeHre opJia U emIé ecsTKa
IIBa pa3HBIX IPU3HAKOB.

— Beceno teneprs Xepuxopy, — yCMEXHYIICS TIepc.
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— Becenutbes kpemam 3ampeiieHo, MECThIASCAT IHEH OHU 0O0s3aHbI
cOOJIF0IaTh CTPOTHUH IMOCT.

— 3HauuT, OH Imoexaj 0e3 )KeHBI? — OKUBHICS AXEMEHMU]I.

— Pasmeuraics! OH B3su1 ¢ COOOI0 ¥ JKEHY, U ChbIHA, U J1aXKe CBOKO MEP3KYIO
Mamanry. Y6ay ToXe BEJIEHO CIIEIOBATh 32 XO3SIHMHOM.

— Y6ay — 310 MBI? — cooOpa3mi Apcam.

— HaxkoHen-To ThI 3paBo paccyKaaeiib, HO MBI ¢ TOOOH padbl — XeHyy, a
ybay — cBOOOAHBIC JIOOW, MHOTHME W3 HHX POJCTBEHHHKH Xepuxopa, —
yineiOHyacss [aHHMOa), — JMYHO HaAM BeEJEHO JOCTaBUTH B Memduc
TaWHCTBCHHBIM MEIHBIN UK. Ham BepXoBHEIM kpell 6e3 Hero, Kak 0e3 pyk,
BCIOJly TackaeT ero 3a coboil. Ho Buepa coOupaliich B Takoil CIIEIIKe, YTO
YMYIPWINCEH 3a0BITh 37€Ch MeIHYI0 rpoMaanHy. Homapx yruiemn 6e3 Hero, HO
TpeOOBaI CPOYHO TOCTABUTH CIICTOM.

AXxeMeHHU[ TPAXHYI PYKOH TSDKETYIO IeTh.

— C 5TuUM yKpalIeHrueM 51 caM TaKoH ke MOABMKHBIN, KaK TBOU SIIHUK.

— Bein OBl simuk MOH, s O ero HUKylIa HE TacKai, — 3aBepui Iepca
MpHATENb, — a 1eNb ceiiyac CHUMYT. TOJIBKO THI YK IOCTapaiicst Ooblie He
YyJaUTh. A TO B TPONUILIA pa3 Xepuxop eIBa yaepxaycs, 4rod TeOs He
no6uth. Ero ocTaHOBMIM TOJIBFKO HAIOMUHAHUS, YTO UMETH HACTOAIIETO pada-
MHO3EMIIa OYCHDb IPECTIKHO U TIOBBIIIAET €T0 CTATYC.

— Xopoiio, xoporino, obemar coOaraaTh Bce MECTHBIE TpaBUila, KaKUMHU
OBl JypallKMMH OHH MHE HH Ka3alluCh, — 0€33a00THO MPOU3HEC TUIEMSHHHUK
mapst [1apcer.

VYke BCKOpe HajJ HEHAaBUCTHBIMH €My MEIHBIMH 3BCHBSIMHU TPYIHICST
eTUNTSAHUH-Ky3HEl. Ha 3TOT pa3 oCcBOOOAMTHECS OT OKOB OKa3aloCh TOpasio
TpyIHee, 4eM mpu nmomoIinu AHyounca. [1ounit Ky3Hel JOJITo OUI MOJIOTOM TI0
3aKN€nKaM, TMpeXae YeM OHM MOANAINCh M Iepc OOpen MOITOXKTaHHYIO
cBoOony. [Ipusrenu cpaszy OTHpaBWINCE B OM HOMapxa 3a IMOPYyYCHHBIM UM
rpy3oM. Boiing B moM depe3 HOBOJIBHO Y3KYIO JBEPb, MPUATEIH OKA3aIHCh B
UIMHHOM KOPUAOpE, W3 HEro MomaJyd B OONBIION KBaJApATHBIA 3aj, CO
MHOXKECTBOM KOJIOHH, TOAJCPKUBAIONINX KPOBIIO. A W3 HETO CBEPHYIH B
HeOONBITyI0 OOKOBYIO KOMHATKY, TJ€ W JKIal WX 3aHIMAaBIIMK IIOYTH BCE
IPOCTPAHCTBO CYHAYK XepHxopa.

IIpecrnoByThIl SIIUMK OKa3aics TaK BEIUK, YTO B HEM MOTJIM JErKO
VKPBITHCS 1Ba YeTOBEKa. MeIHbIe CTeHKH YKpalllald YeKaHHbIe Oaperbedbl co
CIICHAMH OXOTHI (hapaoHa.

— Hakonen-to m B BameM 4YygHOM IIapcTBE HANIACh XOTh OJHA
XYI0KECTBEHHO BBIITOJHEHHASI BEIIb, — YCMEXHYJICS TIepC.

— Y3k myumnie Obl YSKaHITUKH MEHBIIIE CTAPAUCH M CIENANN OBl SIIUICK He
TaKUM OOJBIINM, — HEIOBOJIEHO 3aMeTi [ aHHuOAI.

Cpazy ObuUIO BHIHO, YTO IIEHHBIH SIMUK YacTO IOJBEPrajcs
TpaHcopTHpoBKe. OH OBLT YCTAHOBIICH HA ICPEBIHHBIX HOCIITKAX.

— CyHAyK TOYHO HAC JKIET, — OpOoCHII mmepc.
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— Vx nydnie Obl HE JOXAAJCS, YCOX OT CKYKH, Jierde crai Obl! Moxer,
MOTAIUM YTO-HUOY b npyroe?

Ho Bce momemenus nBopiia Xepuxopa ObLTH a0COTOTHO MYCTHI.

— Ham ocramcs TONBKO 3TOT sAMMK, OyAb OH HENAAEH, — pYyrajics
TEMHOKOXHH.

OH x0Ten ObITO MHYTH METAJUINYECKYIO 00y3y, HO 3amep.

— Ko ero 3naer, uro tam BHyTpH. Kak OBl Xyke HE ObLIO, — OCTOPOKHO
HICTTHYJ OH.

— B camom pnene, ObIio OBI JHOOOIBITHO 3arjisiHYTh B 3Ty TPOMAJHMHY, —
JIETKOMBICTICHHO PAaCcCyKIaI AXEMEHHU.

— He B3gymaii! IIpoTuB TakuxX JFOOOTBITHBIX HAKJIAJBIBAIOT CTPAIIHOE
MIPOKJIATHE, — OCHENIIII OCTAHOBHUTH €ro I'aHHnOAII.

K Tomy e Ha mjapre KpacoBalcs OOJBIIONH YyBECHCTBHIH 3aMoOK. Y
AXeMeHHla OKOHYATEIhbHO IPOMNAN0 >KEITaHHE 3ariBIAbIBaTh IO/ KPBIIIKY
MEIHOTO SIMHKa. A B CyMpadyHOE IOMEIICHHE BOIMIEN YK€ 3HAKOMEBIH Iepcy
HA/ICMOTPIIHK.

— [lleBenurech, ObICTPO!

OH 3aMaxHynICsS KHYTOM, HO MHPHO OIYCTHJI pPYKy, CIHIIKOM SIPKO
BCIIOMHUB, Y€M KOHYMJIACh €0 HEHABHSS MOIBITKA CTPOXHUTHCS. [lpmsrenn
B3SUTUCHh 32 HUCTEPTHIC UY)KUMH JAIOHAMH PYy4YkH Hocwiok. He 6e3 tpyma
OTOpBAIIK TPYy3 OT 3€MJIM, paHa B IUIEYE HATOMHUIA O ceOe CHIBHOU HOMOIIEeH
Oonpto. ['aHHMOAN TOMEN MEepBBIM, IEpC MOCIenoBal 3a HUM. HamgcmoTrpmk
OTCTaBaJ Ha JECATOK IIaroB. AXEMEHHJ KUBHYJI B €r0 CTOPOHY, IPOHM3HEC
HACMEILTHBO:

— CTpaHHBIE Y Bac MOPSIIKA. 3aueM BOOOIIE HY>KHBI HAICMOTPIIUKH.

— Jlns mopsioka u ycTpameHus.

— Heyxemn kto-To 10 cux mop ux 6outcs? Bce Bems m 0e3 TOro 3aHSATHI
CBOCH PabOTON. A 3TH 3OPOBEHHBIE IAABKH TOJIEKO OONTatoTCs 6e3 nena.

— Jla, 3acTaBUTh OBI €T0 XOTh AWK TAIIUTh, — 3710 OYpKHYI ["aHHNOAII.

— Mo3HO, KOHEYHO, TTIOIIPOOOBATH, — TOJMHUTHYII €My TIEpC.

— He crour.

— Jlasieko HaM BOJIOYH 3TY TSDKECTh? — CIIPOCHIT Apcam.

— Tompko 10 peku, TaM HAC KAET JaIbs.

— Hopory no Huna s Tenepp yxe 3Haro, XOTH. ..

Jlonro numi Moiya, TSOKEIBIA TPyA He pacrojiarail K Becénoil OOoJITOBHE.
Korma ocraHOBHMIHCH OTHOXHYTb, MEIHBIA SIIUK IOCTaBHIA Ha 3EMIIIO,
laHHMOANT OMYCTHIICSA HAa KOPTOYKH, ApcaM TpHCEN Ha Kpad KPBIIIKH, TOTED
paszbomnesmeecs mwiedo. [Ipusarens mepecnpochii ero:

— Yto TBI TAM Oypuan?

— Jla Tak, BcroMHHaI Bamux OOTOB.

— Hanerocs, no6peM cioBoM? He xoTenmock ObI HApBATHCS HA UX MECTb.

— Yto-TO MHE Ka)KeTcs, Tl HE OCOOCHHO OJIarOroBeelIb  Iepel HX
00XKECTBEHHOM CHIION, — 3aMETHJI TIepC.
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— DX, — TPOMKO B3JO0XHYJ €r0 TEMHOKOXHH NpHUATENb, — MOS MaTb-
CTapyIIKa BCE MOJIHMTCS, MOJUTCS, OOPSIIBI COONIOIAET, KEPTBEI NPUHOCHT, a
TOJIKY-TO... C KaXABIM TOJOM Jefla Hallk HIyT TOJBKO Xyxke. Her y mens
0oJIbIIe HAIeXKIBI Ha OOKECTBEHHYIO ITOMOIITb.

OH pemuTeNsHO B3SUICS 32 ICPEBSIHHBIC PYUKH U ITOJHSUI MUK, AXEMEHU]
€7[Ba ycIieJ OXBAaTUTh CBOW Kpaid, CITPOCHII IIPUSATEIIS:

— Hapeemscst TobK0 Ha ce0a?

— Cam cebe 51 ToKE TTIOMOIIIHUK IJIOXOH, — COBCeM noMpauHen ["anaubai.

OH ycrano OmyCTHJI IUICYH, IEpCy Aa)Ke MOKa3aloCh, YTO METHBIN SIINK
HEOXUIAHHO MOTSDKENE.

— XBaTHT Ha CyAbp0Y >KAIOBATHCS! — MOIMBITANICS OH MOIAEPKATH TIPHSITEIS.
— Yero Xa€nib, TO U MONMYYHIIb. YK TyUIle OKUAATH XOPOIIIETO.

— Korna x oHo OyneT, 310 Xoporiee?!

— He B3mpixait Ttak ngymepazguparome! OT TBOMX B3J0XOB  SIIHK
notspxeen! CyHIyK CTall COBCeM HENOIbEMHBIM. Tenepsk s 3Har0, 4eM HaOHI
ero Xepuxop — TOPEKUMU B3T0XaMH.

— A 3a co0oii Tackaer, uTo0 nIepedupaTh 1 37I0PaCTBOBATH.

— JlaBait nummm ero 3toit 3a0aBbl, — a3apHO MPEUIOKKII ApcaM, — JTOUIEM
IO JambH, 1a ¥ BEIOPOCHM IypaIlKUi SIIUK 3a OOpT, MyCTh XEpHUXop caM 3a
HUM HBIpSICT.

Orta Jnep3kas MBICIb JODKHUKY HOMapxa MOHPaBWIACh, OH Cpasy
moBecenen. IlepexBaTui ynoOHee pydKH MEIHOTO SIIIMKA, 3aIIarai ObICTpee.

— Tak-To Jrydrre, — mopajoBajcs AXeMeHH]I. — YHBIHUE eIlé HUKOMY JIo0pa
HE TIPHHOCHUIIO.

— Moxert, Thl ¥ IIpaB — caM HE YHBIBACIIb, TeOsI U OOTH JFOOST.

— IIpuctpacTus Bammx OOTOB TSI MEHS 3araKa, — IPU3HAICS ApcaMm.

[Ipustenu Oonranu, He O00ACH MOCTOPOHHHUX YIIEH, OCTOPOKHBIH
HAJICMOTPIINK HA BCAKHUN CIydail OTCTal, Ja €Cii OBl M XOTeN, HI9Yero OBl U3
WX pa3roBopa He NOHSUI. ErunTsanHy ObUTH TyKIBI SI3BIKA TaTBHUX CTPAH.

— CMOTpH, BOH yiKe IToKa3anach MOJI0CKa peKH, — ckazan ['anHmbar.

— Emg€ d9yrh-uyTh, W OemHATa HOMapX OCTaHETCS 03 CBOEro rpysa.
WuTepecHo, OH CHIBHO PacCTPOUTCS?

— A MHe HEe HHTEPECHO, CHJIa €ro Topsl IPKO OTPA3UTCS HAa HAIIUX CIIHHAX.

— Ilpeanaraens mokaneth Xepuxopa, HE JUIIATH JIOOMMOW 3a0aBbI? —
JTyKaBO CTIIPOCHII Apcam.

— Ecnm yx Bcé paBHO TamwiM 10 JaJibd, IOTOM YyXe He Hama 3abota, —

paccyxman ero mpusaTedb, — B MeMduce HaBepHAKa HAWIyTCS IpyrHe
HOCHJIBIIIUKH.

— JKyTko mOOONBITHO BCE-TAaKW, 3a4eM BEPXOBHOMY XKpeIy dTa crapas
rpoMajivHa.

— A wmue Bcé paBHo! Ckopee Bcero, TaM KaKde-HHOYIOb 30JIOTHIC
YKpAaIIeHHUs ¥ CHMBOJIBI 151 OOTOCITYKCHHUI B Xpame.
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— Vx nyumie 6 370 Bc€ OBUIO JIEpEBSHHOE, CYHAYK ObLT ObI JISTKUM, KaK
MyIINHKA.

— B Erunte mano nepeBa u MHOTO 30JI0Ta.

— S 3ametun. Bor 3a 3010ToM KamOu3 cronia 1 mpuaér. Y mepcoB CIUIIKOM
MHOTO JIepeBa.

— Bor u cuzmenn Obl B cBOEM oasmce. Beap cruHeTe B HAIIMX ITYCTBIHSX,
ecni ToipKo CeT BaM HE TOMOJKET.

— A oH-TO 37€Ch npy 4YEM? — YAUBHIICS TIEPC.

— 370 60T THOOUT 3aXBATYHNKOB.

[lpusrenn yMOJKNH, TOYYBCTBOBaB CeOS 1O pasHBIE CTOPOHEI
BPKAYIOINX HAPOIOB. AXEeMEHHU/ TIIyOOKO 3aayMajiCsi O TOM, YTO IIepPCHl Ha
9TOM 3emiie BBICTYNMAIOT Ha CTOpOHE 37Ma. B ero romoBe c Tpyaom
VKIIQABIBAJIOCh, KaK JIIOAW, NaBHO BBIOpaBmme 1no0po u Axypa Masmy,
OKa3aJIUCh CPEAH AEMOHOB 3JI00HOTO AXpHUMaHa.

MyrtHo-3enénas monmocka Hwuma Bc€ mnpubmmkanace. Bcekope ciyrm
Xepuxopa BCTYNWJIM Ha 3HAKOMBIA Oeper. ONyCcTHIM MEIHBIA SIITUK Ha
JKENTHIN TIECOK.

— Crotite! [Ipunum, — 3amo31a;10 CKOMaHAOBAI HAJCMOTPIIHK.

Apcam cMoTpel Ha peky. Jlanbu HUTAe He ObLIO.

— Iloxosxe, MBI 3ps CTapaluCh, NEPIN CIO/Ia 30JI0TUIIKO HOMapXxa, — OpocHi
nepc.

— Ipunércs momoxknmaTh, HO JNaabs OyaeT oOsS3aTETBHO, — 3aBEPHI
TEMHOKOXHH.

— TeGe Buanel. Bynem xaarth, — corytacuics ¢ pusTelieM AXeMEHUI.

OHu ycemuch Ha IIeCKe BO3JIE SIMHMKA, HE oOpamias HH MaJleHIero
BHHUMAHUS Ha Pa3IyBaBIIETOCS OT BAYKHOCTH HAICMOTPINUKA, KOTOPEIH, 9TO-TO
TOBOpWII, Jaxe Kpuian. Ho Bckope TO 1M ycTam, TO JH caM IIOHSI
0ECCMBICIIEHHOCTb CBOETO THEBA H CEIl C APYroi CTOPOHBI CYHIyKa Xepuxopa.

— He ymero xxnats, — npusHaics mieMsHHUK naps [lapcsl. — MHe panbiie u
HE MPUXOIIIOCH HIYETO JOJTO TOKUIATHCS.

— Moxer, TH W TpaBha, IDIEMSHHUK [aps, — IOKOCWICS Ha MPUATEII
I"anHMGaI.

— A TbI BC€ emé He BepHIlb?

— BoT yx He paccunTBIBANI B CBOEH KHU3HH OKa3aThCS B TAKOM OOIIECTBE.

— 51 TOKe HE PacCUMTHIBAN, — paccMesuics AXEMEHHI, — BKaNbIBaTh Ha
erunerckoro Homapxa. Eci ObI MHE KTO-HHOYIB B3SUICS TPEICKA3aTh TAKOE, 5
OBI CUéN ero CyMacIIeIInM.

— Hama Oynymas cyanba Ham He Begoma, — (QHIOCOMCKH 3aMETHII
I"annamGaI.

— A Bcé-Taku s PUCKHY IIpelcKa3aTh Hamle Ommkaimee Oymymiee, —
moxBacTaics Apcam.

OH momHANCS HAa HOTH W KO3BIPHKOM MPWIOXKWI JagoHb KO JOY,
BCMATPHUBASICh B H3ITyIHHBI PEKH.
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— Emé uyTh-uyTh W HaAM IpPEACTOUT CHOBA B3BAJIUTH Ha cebs1 XepHxopoB
MEZHBIH SIUK U TPY3UTh €TO B JaJbIO.

— Toxxe MHE TTPOPOK, — HEIOBOJIBHO OYPKHYIM €r0 TEMHOKOXKHUI MPHUATEINH, —
Ja/1bI0 U 5 3aMETHIL.

— Uro  OHa Takasi MeJIKasi, BCETO YeThIpe rpedia.

— 3ayem HaM Oosbioe cyaHo?! I'py3 HeOOBIIONH U HAC BCETO JIBOE.

— A HaZACMOTPIINK KaK ke?

— OH 31€ech OCTaHETCS.

— Xepuxop HaM HacToJIbKo JoBepsier?! He moxxeT ObITh! — ycMexHymcs
AxeMeHuI.

C morpy3koi METHOTO SIIMKa TPUIIOCh TOBO3HWTHCA. HeymoOHas
MaJIeHbKasl JIOJKa CWJIBHO pacKauuBaiach, IpO3siCb NEPEBEPHYTbCS U
OTIPOKMHYTH OOraTcTBO HOMapxa B peKy. XOpomo XoTh Hum B HH30BBIX
JEeNBTHl OBUT CIIOKOCH M JICHHB. HakoHel, yCTaHOBUB TSDKENBINA CYHIYK Ha JHE
JOAKH, padbl Xepuxopa celu Ha Y3eHBKYI0 CKaMeeuKy; I'peOIbl B3sUIHCH 3a
JUIMHHBIE Beclla U, K HEMajoMy yJIUBIICHUIO Iepca, NPUHSUIUCH TPECTH, CTOA
Ha JJHE yTIOro cyneHsinka. JIogka MeIjIeHHO JBUHYJIACh BBEPX 10 TEUEHHUIO.
[lepc mpuroToBmIICS paccMaTpHBaTh MPOIUIBIBABIINE MHUMO Oepera, HO OHHU
OBUTM CKYYHBI B OJJHOOOpA3HBI, KaK Kpasi MPOHICHHBIX UM E€THIICTCKUX JOPOT.
Kananel, xaHaBkM, M0, HOJS, PENKHE OCTPOBKU CaJ0OB U POBHBIE PSIbI
BHUHOT'PAIHUKOB. ..

— U 4o, Bech Ermmer Takas ckykotumia? — HE BBIAEP)KaB, CIPOCHI OH Y
MIPUATETIS.

— [lycteras emé xyxe.

— Becénprit TBI uenoBek! — ympIOHYICS Apcam. — YMeelb COOOIIUTh
MIPUSATHOE.

— 3T0 HE S, 3TO KU3Hb TaKas.

Ilepc He 3Han, 4To €My BO3pa3suTb, OH MOJYa CIEAWUI 33 PUTMUYHBIMU
IBIDKEHISIMHU TPeOIIOB, 3aTeM — KaK BeciIa PeKyT U OypaBsT 3eIEHYIO TATYUIYIO
MOBEPXHOCTh PeKH. HEOXKMOAaHHO OH YBUJAEN, UYTO BIEpPEIU €€ CIIOKOWHBIE
MEJIKHE BOJTHBI OYPIIST U pIOATCS.

— Heyxenu noporu? — nopa3sucst oH.

— Hunibckue moporu ropasio BBIIIE [0 TCUCHHIO, — 0To3Baicsa [ 'aHHnOa, —
a 9TO... 0EreMOTHL

B ero ronoce Apcam ynoBui TpeBory.

— X Tak MHOrO, IITYK OBaALATh.

— OOBIYHO TUMIIOIIOTaMBI BeIyT ceOs ropa3no crmokoiHee. He cTout Ham
COBAaThCA.

W3 Bompl TO M €m0 NOABISUIMCH TOJIOBBI M UYyIOBHUILHBIE MODPJBI,
pa3eBaBIIne OrpoMHBIe macTH. [IycTh TUINMEHHBIE OCTPHIX KPOKOIMIBHX 3y0OB,
HO CTpAaIIHBIe CBOMMH pa3MepaMH, Jla U COBCeM 0e33yOnIME, 0ereMOTHI TOXe
He ObuTH. [1opoit U3 BOIBI HaXe MOKa3bIBAINCH MACCHBHBIC CIIMHBI )KUBOTHBIX.
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— Kakas y nHac MajeHpKas JIOJKA, — HEBOJBHO BOCKIHMKHYNI Apcam, —
cronte! He ruibiBuTE Manbie.

['peOripl HE CiTymany ero, He MOHUMAJH CJIOB M IPOJBUTANIN JOAKY BIIEpes
CO CTPaHHBIM YIPSIMCTBOM HJIH OOPEUEHHOCTBIO.

—Yro oHu genarT?! — BO3MyIIAJCS TIepc.

OH mombITajics BEIPBAaTh BECIO, B 3TOT MOMEHT HX YTJIOE€ CYACHBIIIKO
3a[e]I0 CIMHY OJHOTO M3 XHUBOTHBIX. CO CTpamIHbEIM PEBOM OETEMOT PUHYICS
Ha JIOAKY, pasuHyl TacThb W, €JBa HE TEPEKyCHB €€ IOmojiaM, OTXBaTHII
oonpmroit kycok. CyHayk Xepuxopa cpa3dy Cbexall B IMPOJIOM H, CTYKHYB
THIIIONIOTaMa, IUTIOXHYJICS B Boxmy. Jlpyras 3Bepiora TyT K€ JBHHYIACh K
noake. CyaHo cTano OBICTPO TOHYTH. JIIOAM TIIETHO MBITATUCH YAEPKATHCS 32
HEero, cCO BCEX CTOPOH aTaKyeMble AWKAMH pPa3bIpEHHBIMH  HUIBCKAMHU
oburarensmu. ["anHIOAN cBaNMMiICsS B BOAY, KAMHEM ITOIIEN KO AHY. AXEMEHH]
YK€ TakKe€ OKa3aBIIMICS B BOXE, HBIpHYN 3a mpusiteneM. OH yXBaTHI
TEMHOKOKETO 32 BOJIOCHI M ITOTSHYIM HAaBEPX, BHITONKAJ HA TIOBEPXHOCTE.

T'1aBa BocbMas

ETHIIETCKHUE KPECTBAHE

MOoKpbIi TOpOToi NMEepCHACKUI XajdaT CKOBBIBAJ JBIDKEHUS W TSHYJ BHHU3.
ApcaM ¢ TpyJOM BBIOpajics M3 HEro, pe3Ko OTTOJKHYN oT ceOs. Pmamyncs k
HIOBEPXHOCTH BOJIBI, yBJIEKas 3a coboli HenoaBmxkHoe Teno ["'aHHnbana. XKaxHo
CXBaTWB OOJBLION TIIOTOK BO3/yXa, MOAHSUI TOJOBY NPUSATENS HaJl BOJIOW H,
IINPOKUMHU JIBI)KEHUSIMH paccekasi BOJIHY, OIHON pyKoi moruisut k Gepery. Ha
UX CYacTbe, TecyaHblii Oeper ObUI COBCEM HeE JaleKo, a Pa3bsAPEHHOE CTazo
THIITIONIOTaMOB YHHYTOXAaJO OCTaTKM JIoAKW. EnxBa mepeBexs ayx, mepc
nepeBepHyI ['aHHMOANa Ha )KHUBOT, C CUIION ITOTPSIC 3a TUICUH.

— Hpimu! J{eimy HemeieHHo !

W30 pra yTOHYBIIErO MOJWIACh peuYHas BOJA, OH 3aKalUIAICS, JOJTO0
IIeBascs. ApcaM OCTaBUII €T0 B TIOKOE, XOTEN 3aHSAThCS HaMOKIIEH MOBSI3KOH,
KOT/Ia TEMHOKOYKHH BBIIABHJI XPUILIO:

—T’ax! 3auem TBI MeH BuITAIMI?!

— Bor tebe Ha! — Bo3myTuICca AXeMeHua. — XOpolIeHbKasi 01arogapHocTh!

— brarogaprocts? 3a uto?! Tsl monoman Moo cyabs0y! — I'aHHHOan ObLT B
yxkace. — Tenepb 00ru NpoKJISIHYT MeHs !

— Yac ot yacy He nerue! Hamo Obimo Opocuts TeOs Tam? — HadMHAJ
cepauThCs Apcam.

— Korma s TOmpko poxamics, — CKBO3b Kallelb CTal pPacCKa3blBaTh
TEMHOKOXUH, — xpuna boruHn Xarxop, mpenckazaiga MOeMy Mpajaeny, uTo
MHE CYXJICHO yTOHyTb B Bemukom Hume. 310 Most cyapba, Mmoe
IpeAHa3HauYeHHE.

— Tax TbI ¥ HE MBITANCS BBHITUIBITH? !
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— 3auem? [lnaBath s BCE paBHO HE yMEIO.

— I[IpekpacHo! 3HauwuT, 5 TENEeph IIABHBIN raa! A Thl MONpoOyii MOCMOTPETh
C JpYyrod CTOPOHBI, — TMPENJIOKWI HEYHBIBAOINIWKA TIepc, — ecliu Ooru,
MO3BOJIMJIM MHE TeOsl CIlacTW, 3HAYUT, ceWdyac TBOS Cyab0da TpeThCcs Ha
COJTHBINIKE. Y TOHENIbh KaK-HUOY/b B IPYTOi pas.

I'apanOan He yIOBHI HPOHUH B cI0Bax Apyra. OUYeHb CephE3HO 3aayMacs
HaJl HOBBIM IIOBOPOTOM CyIBOBL. ApcaM HE CTall eMy MellaTh, HabIromam, Kak
BCE YETBEpPO TIpedIOB, YCKONB3HYBIIHE OT SPOCTH THIIIONOTAMOB,
0J1aroToTy4YHO BHIOUPATTUCH Ha JAPYTor Oeper peKw.

— 3Haelb, 1 BCOOMHUWII, — CKa3all OH, — MHE Y€ JaBHO PacCKa3bIBaJIM IPO
9TUX TOJICTBIX PEUHBIX JKUTeNel. B Mexxaypeube Takue ToKe BOISATCS, HO MHE
HU pa3y He JA0BEJIOCh UX YBUIETh.

— ['unmonoramsl CITyXat Bpary BeJIHKOTO COTHEYHOTo Oora.

— To-T0 OHU Takue 37bIe.

— OObrgHO OEreMOTHl MHpPHBIC W JICHHBBIC, a HOYHI0O OHHM BBEIXOIAT Ha
Oeper...

— W xpyT OCIHBIX ETHIITSH, — BECETIO IPENIOTI0KII IIepc.

— Tw1 yTo! bereMoThl MUTAIOTCS TPABOK.

— 3adeM TOTJja UM TaKrue OTPOMHBIE TTACTH?

— Tak yrogao 6oram.

— Kcratn, o 60rax, s BeIpb y)Ke BHIEN BalllUX THITIONOTAMOB.

—I'me 3T0? — BsAJIO MOMHTEPECOBAJICS CITACEHHBIN.

— B ropoze 6oros, kak ero tam... TauT, 4To JIH.

— Ter He Mor Tam mnoObBaTh! — oxuBwics ['anHuGan. — Hu omHOoMy
CMEpPTHOMY HE JJaHO HAWTH 3TOT TOPO.!

— 3Haro, 3HaI0, — OTMaxHyJCs AXEMEHHU, — MPOIIEe CYNUTATh, YTO BCE ITO
MHE npucHUiIoch. CKaXku Jiydllie, KyJia Ternepb HaM HoaaTbes?

Hewmnoro mopa3mMbIciinuB, cephE3HBIN ETUNTSHUH MTPOU3HEC TPATHIHO:

— Hurgne Hac teneppb He xayT! JparoneHHslii CyHAyK HOMapxa yTOHYJ, He
BBITIOJTHUIIM MBI €T0 TOpyYEHHE.

— Tak roBopuiib, CIIOBHO 3TOT SIIMK COCTaBJIsUT BCIO OTpaly TBOEH XKU3HU.
He monmmaro, — moxai ruiedyamu 1uieMssHHUK aps [lapcel. — Temeps, 0e3
CYH/IyKa, MBI CAaMH BOJIHHEI BEIOPATH HAIIPaBJICHHUE.

— Her, aurae vac ve xayT!

— Toer TakoW BecEnblif, OyATO HACTOSANIMA YTOTUICHHUK. YBEpPEH, TBOH
poaHbIe pagsl OyayT TeOs BHOCTH HE3aBHCHUMO OT UYXKHX SIITHKOB.

- Ho...

lanHnbay Tak W HE HAIIEN, YTO BO3pa3uTh. M KpaliHe omaparieHHbIH
HarJOCThIO CBOETO MEPCUICKOr0 ApyTa, 03Ball €ro B JOM POJUTENEH.

— IIpomie Bcero HaM OyJeT MPOWTH BAOJIb Bennkoi peku. Mbl Bellb yCIIeH
COBCEM HEeJaJIEKO YIUIBITh IPOTUB TEUECHUS.

— Tak uném, CKOIBKO MOXKHO CHICTh Ha Oepery?! — yusIOHyICS Apcam.

59



Ero cmnacéHmplii oT OEreMOoTOB ApPYr MEMJICHHO TIONHSUICS HAa HOTH,
TIOXKAJIOBAJIC:

—TI'onoBa Bcé emé kpyxurcs!

— C yromieHHWKamMu 3To ciydaeTtcs. Jla Bum y T1e0s, s Obl ckasan,
OJIeTHBIHN, HO TeOE ATO K JIUILY, — BECEIIO MoI0aIprBall TEMHOKOXKEro Apcam.

— Cwmelics1, cMmeiicsa! — oOrKkeHHO OYOHMI TaK M HE HayYHMBIIHWICS IUIaBaTh
I'aranGan. — ['opauck cBoeii cuoit! Tonmbko He Bceraa MoOEkAaeT TOT, KTO
cuibHe!

— Hamén toxe mue moBox Hamytbes! JlaBail mydine MATH TOMOTY, a TO
TeOs KaydaerT.

EruntsHuH OTTOIKHYI OMOIITHUKA!

— 51 cam!

— JlagHo, KOBBUISH KaK XOdUellb, — corjacwicsa AxemeHHa. — TOIBKO
JIOpOTY TIOKa3bIBaH.

OH TepmennBO MOAOXKIAN, IMOKa ['aHHMOAN C yCHJIMEM Clenan IepBEIe
HECKOJIBKO IIATOB, W OTIPABWIICS 32 HUM II0 KAaMEHHCTOW  TPOIMHKE,
OerxaBIeil BIIOJIb PEKH W MOBTOPSBIICH Bce €€ HM3THOBL. TEeMHOKOXHUM &N
OYCHb MEIUICHHO, M HETEPIICIIMBOMY IIEPCY XOTEIOCh 000THATE €ro, Ho Apcam
BEXJIMBO IIAarax c3agd, TOMHs, YTO 3/1eCh OH HE XO3iWH, a TOJBKO TOCTb.
HarnmoraBmmch peqHoU BObI, XMyphIii ['aHHHOAT TPO10IKall OPIO3KaATh:

— Tl HampacHO TOTemaeIbcs Hall HAMMMA OObIYasiMH M KUYHUIIECS CBOCH
(usmueckoi cuoi. MexXIly mpouuM, Jajieko He BCerja MoOeXIaeT TOT, KTO
CHITBHEE.

— TwI moBTOpSsieIbCS! — HATOMHUIT Apcam.

— 51 Mory TBEpIUTH ATO NECITH pa3, IMOKa THI MEHS HE YCIBIMINIIG M HE
MONMENTH, YTO 5 MPaB.

l'arAMOAN 3aKaIUIISIICS U CTaN CIUIEBBIBATH PEUHYIO BOJY.

— A ThI MeHs yoemu! — MpeIIoKIIT He TPHHUMABIINKN BCEPhE3 €ro cloBa
Apcam.

— Jlerko! — BooayIIeBMIICS €T0 JIPYT.

— Hy, XoTb uT0-TO Tebe JIeTKo, — YIBIOHYIICS Mepc.

— Koneuno, erko, — ceppE€3HO MPOAOIDKAT ETUNTIHUH, — BeJb UCTOPHS 00
9TOM CJIOKEHA YK€ TaBHBIM-TAaBHO, 1 MOTY PaccKa3aTh Kydy TaKHX.

— Pacckaxkn yx XOTb OZIHY, Jopora OyIeT Kopoue.

— ¥V BepxoBHoro 6ora Pa, — TopxkecTBeHHO Havain ["anHMOaN, — OblIa 10Yb.

— Hackonpko s Mor pasoOpaThCsi B IyTaHHWIE Bamux Ooros, Pa — ato
CaMbIil TJIaBHBIHN?

— Pa — 310 Benukwuii 60r conHna, cosparenas Erumnra.

— Hagerock, mous y Hero kpacaBuma? — IyKaBoO yABIOHYICS AXEMEHHI.

— Ero gour — Bemmkast OormHs Xarxop, MOBENIHUTENBHHUIA HOXKICH U
YIPEHHUX POC, TUKas IIHBUIIA.

— Cpemu Bammx 0OroB W OOTHHB HaHAeTCs XOTh OAWH HOPMAITbHBIN
YenoBeK?
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— Boru — He nromm, 6oru — 3T0 O0TH, — CcephE3HO mpousHEc [aHHMOaM U
IpONODKWI: — BOrmHs JBpBHIIA TOCCOPHWIACHE CO CBOMM OTIIOM M ITOKHHYIA
Eruner — ero ctpany, oHa MOKJISUIACH, YTO HUKTO HE YTOBOPHT M HE 3aCTABUT
e€ BepHyTbcsa. A mis ErunTa Havyanach Tsok€nble BpeMeHa. Biara Gonbiire He
BEIMIAAaNa JOXIEM HA €ro IUIOJOPOAHBIC MO, M OOWIBHBIE ITOCEBEHI
BBICBIXAJIH. YBHJIEB, YTO Hapox OezactByer, Pa mocian 6ora Tora, mpemyaporo
6ora ToTa, BepHYTb CTPOIITHBYIO JILBUILY ...

— Iloromau, kTo Takou mpemyaperii 6or Tot? — mepecnpocun Apcam. — C
HUM-TO 5 enié He 3HaKoM. Heyxenn oH yMHee BCeX OCTaIbHBIX ?

— OH gan HaM KaJleHAapb, HOAEHII Tl Ha TPUCTA IIECTHACCAT IIATh THEH U
TPH BpEMEHH To1a.

— U1 kakoe BpeMs To/1a ceiiuac? — TyT e CIPOCHIT JIFOOOIBITHBIN Tepc.

— Bpems Bcxo10B.

— 3aueMm s crpammBail, 3TO U TaK BHIHO.

Apcam 00BEN B3MIAAOM OeCKpaifHHE OIS, BECETIO 3EJICHEIONINE CTPEIIKaMHU
MIEPBBIX BCXOIOB.

— Hanmo nonarats, cnexyromum OyneT BpeMsi cOopa ypoxast, — YCMEXHYJIICS
OH.

— Bpemst roja HOCUT 3TO Ha3BaHWE, HO Ha 0JIATOCIIOBEHHOW ETMITETCKOM
3eMJIe yposKail coOMparoT TpH pasa B TONI.

— Jla BBI CHACTIIMBIIEI !

— D10 TpeOyeT BTpoe OOJbIe YCUIIMA OT KPECThsIH, — B3IOXHYN ["aHHUOaI.
— Ho MBI oTBIIEKIHCH, AaBail BepHEMCS K Jierenae. Mynpeiid 6or Tot He cra
MOKOPATh XaTXOp CHJIOW, XOTh OH W BEJUKWH, HemoOeauMblid BowWH. ToT
pelmiI nepexuTpuTh e€. JIbBUIAa 0OXOTHIIACh HAa TPOCTOPax TUKOW D(PUONHN U
MYJpBI OOr SIBWICA K HEW HE B TPO3HOM OOJIMKE, HO B BHIC MaJCHBKON
0€e33aIUTHOI 00€3bIHKH.

— S Bugen Hactosmmx o0e3bsH! — pajgocTHO coobOmmn Axemenun — K
ISITMHOMY TBOPY NPHBO3IUIN 3BEpPEel M3 pa3HBIX cTpaH, u3 MHmun mocraBumm
TPEX MOTEIIHBIX O00E3bSHOK, S JaKe HE IyMall, YTO 3BEpH MOTYT TaK
TPOTATEIHHO IMMOXOIUTE Ha JETeH.

— Bor Tor paccumThBai, 4TO JIEBUIA TOXKE PACTPOTAETCS MPU BHIE €rO.
Tak um ciy4ymnock, THEBHasE OOTHHS €ro He IpPOTHaja, a CTala CIYIIaTh ero
pacckasbl.

— Kaxercs, 3Ta HcTOpHs TPO3UT OBITH OeckoHewHOH. [Toka ThI He 3aboJTan
MEHsSI OKOHYATEIbHO, OOBSICHU Cpa3y, Kyda HITH, NAJIEKO JIH emé O TBOETO
JIoMa, — ocTaHOBHII ['aHHMOaa rmepc.

B 510 BpeMsi OHH UK O Y3KO# TPONHMHKE Yepe3 3apoCcid IPHOPEKHOTO
TPOCTHHKA W TANHpyca, BBICOKHE THOKHWE CTEONM IMMOTHUMAIHNCH B POCT
YeNmoBeKa, BETEPOK pacKauyWBal IAMUPYC, CIOBHO B3HEPOLICHHBIC 3€IEHBIC
METEJKH, Ha WX TEMHOW HACHIIIEHHOH 3€JE€HH  B3TISA  OTOBIXal OT
M3MOXKIEHHOM KENTON MyCTRIHHON CyIIH. ApcaM paioBajcs KUBOH MPOXIaie
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or peku. Jlopora ObUTa BIIOJNHE MPHUATHOH, HO BCE e AXEMEHWIy He
TepIeoch ObICTpee N0OPaThCs A0 YEIOBEUSCKOTO KHIIbSI.

— Kaxkoe-to Bpems 3aechk emé npoiinem Bmois Huma, a morom mpunércs
BBIOPATHCS HA OTKPBITOE MECTO MEKAY NMIICHUYHBIMH IIOJISIMH, ITIOTOM 4epe3
OOJBIION BWHOTPATHUK — W JIO MOEro JoMa pyKod mojxath. Tam y orTna
MIPEKpacHbIN caj.

— Yto s cipllly, HACTOALIErO ErMNTSHMHA TOXKE IMOTSAHYJIO B 3€JEHBIE
3apociu?! — ycMexHyIcs mepc.

— Tpl HampacHO CYHWTAeNlIb HANIy NPEKPACHYI0 CTpaHy IIOCKOW |
CKYYHOH. ...

— U te ke Bamm ropel? — eXUAHO Cripocui Apcam.

— Topel — 310 emé He BCE, YTO ecTh MpeKpacHoro. Bo3moxxHO, Ooru
MO3BOJIAT TeOe YBUIECTh KpacuBeiine Mecta Erunra: ozepo ®arom wim oaszuc
Xapra.

— S5l moroBopro ¢ HUMHU 00 3TOM IPH cliydae, — CAaMOYBEPEHHO MOOOeIaT
mieMsiHHUK 1aps [lapcel. — A moka s ¢ HeTepIieHneM K1y OKOHYaHHUSI TBOEH
UCTOPUH.

TeMHOKOXHH PacIuIblICA B YJIBIOKE, TIOAYMAaB, UTO CyMell 3aHHTEPECOBAThH
CBOEro ropAoro apyra.

— S yxe TOBOpPHWI, YTO JBBHIA ONAaroCKIOHHO CIIyIIalla paccKasbl
00€3bsSIHKH, — MPOJIOJKHI OH. — XHUTPOYMHBIA TOT maxke B3sUl ¢ HEE KIATBY,
YTO BJIACTHASI OOTHHS HE MPUYNHHUT €My Bpela, a TOTOM CTall TOBOPHUTH O TOM,
KaK CTpaJaroT erunTsHe u3-3a €€ pelleHHs He Bo3Bpaiiatbes. JloragaBiuce,
YTO MCTHHHAS LIENb MPUIICANETo K Heil — 3aCTaBUTh OOTWHIO M3MEHUTH CBOE
pelieHue, XaTXop CTpallHO Pa303JWiIach, HO Ja)Ke€ OHa HE MOIJVIa HapyLIUTb
JAHHOE CIIOBO W MPUYMHUTH 3110 MajeHbKo# oOe3bsHke. Tak xurperii Tor
n30eKall OTKPBITOW BOMHEI ¢ Jovyephio Pa.

— U B yem mopans? B Tom, Kak XOpOIIO BpaTh M M3BOPAUYNBATHCS?

— Heyxenun 161 HUYET0 He mOHI?! — gocammBo momopimics ["anambar.
— Jlerenna o ToM, 4TO MOPO¥ OYEHB CIAOBIH MOJKET MMOOSAUTH CHIIBHOTO.

— Takas nereHma Morjia pOAWTHCA TOJBKO y eruntsH. JIrobOoit mepc,
CHIIBHBIN OH WX CNaObIid, BCETIa TOHKEH TOBOPUTH TOJIBKO MpaBIy!

— OT0 e CKy4HO!

— Tax ThI 00BIYHO BpEIIb TSI Becelbsi? MHe Bcerja Ka3aloch, YTO 3TO yKe
apyroe. lllyTka — 3T0 He NpaBaa, HO U HE JIOXKb!

— Oi, He MOpPOUYb MHE T'0JIOBY CBOMMHU PACCYXIECHUSAMH, — 3aMaxajl pyKaMu
TEMHOKOXHH, — TeOe nermaTh OBUTO HEeuero, BOT M YYHJICS CIIOBA CKJIAaTHO
TOBOPUTh, @ Y MEHS Ha Takue TJIYNOCTH BpeMeHHU HeT. JIMIIHUMHU cloBaMu
yposkai He yIydIniib. 3emiis TpeOyeT paboThl.

OH Tmocepbé3HeN, HAaXMYpHIICS, OBICTpee WOIIeN BIEpén, He Kemas
MIPOIOIDKATE Pa3roBop. Ilepc ToNbKO MOXKaT IJICYaMH U TOXKE MPUOABHII IIary,
OypKHYB:

— BoT yx He oxkujai, 4To 3Ta TeMa Tak Te0s pa303JIuT.
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["apHMOaN TOponmICs, MIEN, YIPSIMO HAKIIOHKB TOJIOBY, HE OTJISAABIBANICS Ha
CBOETO IapcTBEHHOTo napyra. O3amadeHHBI Tepc crapajics NpUaAyMaTh
JoruyHOe OOBSICHEHHE ero peakuuu. HakoHenm mpHImEN K BBIBOLY, YTO
CTPaHHBIX CTHUNTAH €My BCE paBHO HE MOHATh, W ycmokowics. Ho monro
MOTYaTh AXEMEHH]] HE YMEJ U BCKOPE CIIPOCHIT JIETKOMBICTICHHO:

— U 4ero BBI pacTuTe Ha CBOMX MOJISIX? MOXeET OBITh, Manupyc?

— Jlypak, BOT OH — Mammpyc, — KPECThIHWH BeCbMa HENIO0E3HO CYHYI
3€IEHYI0 METENKY B HOC IIEpCy, — OH BCEraa pacTéT y peKH, a Mbl
BBEIPAIBACM IIICHHUITY.

— HaBepnoe, Ha 3THX MOJSAX €€ BRI3pEBAcT BUAUMO-HEBUIANMO.

— @apaoH mpoJaeT U3IHUIIKU B Apyrue cTpanbl. OTCTaHb.

— VY Bac OBIBAIOT JlaKe MIHIIKK. Tak BaM MOBE3JI0, — HE clIaBajcs rmepc, —
HAITM KPECThSIHE MYYaroTCsS Ha MAaJIEHBKHUX KAMEHHCTHIX MOIIX. CMOTpeTh
HKAITKO.

— A TBI OTBEPHHUCH, HE CMOTpH! — OTPBI3HYJICS ETHNTSHUH. — Tebe maxe He
MIPEICTAaBUTh, UTO TAKOE TSHKKUH TPY]] KPECThIHUHA.

— HampacHo 3mumibes, Onaromapst Xepuxopy ¢ €ro TpoOHHIICH s yxe
MHOTOE MOTY TIPE€/ICTABHTb.

— Ilomymaems, mopaboTam OWH MAEHEK, — MPE3PHUTENHEHO XMBIKHYI
larHMOaI. — A cMOXeIb Tl pad0TaTh KaKbIH JIGHb OT paccBeTa JI0 3akaTa?!

— Her, koHEeuHO, — KaKk BcerJa 4eCcTHO Mpu3Haics 30poactpuern. — OT Takoi
paboTEl s yMpy paHbIlle, YeM HAacTaHET NecATHId paccBeT. MHe Bcernma
Ka3aJIOCh, YTO JIF000H KPECThTHUH TOpa3o CHIIbHEE W3HEKEHHBIX Hapew.

TeMHOKOXHIA JJaske OCTAHOBHIICS, OOCPHYJICS YIUBJIEHHO.

— Ecnu ObI 51 He 3HAJ, KaKO# THI MIPaBAUBHIH, TO TIOyMa ObI, 4TO APCKUI
IUIEMSHHUYCK XUTPUT M W3BOPAYMBACTCS, TONBKO OBl MOMHPUTBCA. XOTA,
3aueM 3T0 Tede, BeJb HE PaJiu APYKObI ¢ paboMm.

— He 3a0b1Baii, 4TO 5 371€Ch TaKOM e pad, Kak U Thl, — HAITOMHII ApcaM.

Temepr Hactama ouepenp ['aHHHMOanma MOTPY3UTHCS B Pa3MBIIUICHHE, OH
HUKaK HE MOT PEIIUTh — HE IIYTHT JIX HHO3eMeIl. B KOHIIe KOHIIOB, €THITTSTHIH
B3IIOXHYII:

— Bcé-taku apy3psiMU MBI OBITh HE MOXKEM.

— [Touemy OBbI 1 HET? — IOKAJT TICUYAMH TIEPC.

["aHHMOan He HaIéN, YTO OTBETUTH, & ApcaMy BIPYT CTaJI0 CMEIIHO.

— Yto 6 HE COMHEBATHCS, THI MIPEICTABE, — BECENIO NMPEATIOKMI OH, — YTO 5
IpOCTO HEHOPMaNbHBIA. MHeE [OCTaBIE€T CTpaHHOEC  YIOBOJBLCTBHE
BBITACKMBATh M3 PEKH JODKHUKOB Xepuxopa. M BooOmie, s Topdy 31ech OT
CKYKH.

Ota HEOXXUAAHHASI BEPCHsI pa3pyIlia CepbE3HBIE COMHEHHS ETHNTSIHUHA.
XMypHUThCSI eMy Haz0eno, u ['aHHnOan o0paTuiics K mepey:

— He crout paccka3siBaTh MOWM POJUTEISIM O TBOHWX LAPCTBEHHBIX
pOACTBEeHHHKax. borock, crapukn coBceM HE CMOTYT IOHATh, KaK TakKoe
BO3MOXHO.
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— VYV MeHs Ha pOAMHE NPUHATO OYEHb YBAXKUTEIbHO OTHOCUTHCS K CTApILUM.
Tak 4TO THI MHE JydIle MOJCKA3bIBald, KaK s TOJDKEH ceOsi BECTH, YTOOBI HE
HapyLIUTh BalllUX [IPaBWJI U MPOSBUTH JOCTATOUHO YBAXKEHUSI.

'nsayB Ha TOJIBKO €My OJHOMY HM3BECTHBIC NMPUMETHI, ['aHHMOAT pe3Ko
MIOBEPHYJ B CTOPOHY OT peku. JJopokKa 3/1eCh MEHBIIIE METIIsIa M ObLIa JTydIne
IPOTONTaHa, HO BUA BOKPYT OBLT ropasno MeHee MpUsATHBIM. Pednas nmpoxiana
U TPOCTHHKH OCTAINCh T03aJH, BOKPYI Pa3JierNINCh OAHOOOpAa3HO pPOBHBIC
MOJIST, OTKY/Aa-TO M3aJieKa MPUJIETEN MYIIHbIN KapKuil Betepok. [lepc mommsin
roJIoBy K OelecoMy, JIMIIICHHOMY >KHBOIUCHBIX OOJIAaKOB HeOy, 3aMeTHI
HEI0BOJIBHO:

— Heyxenu B Bamielt ctpane Haj rOJIOBOM Bcera Tak CKyqHo?!

— Tak nyume, yem [OKIEBBIE Ty4d BPEMEHH pa3iIMBOB, — OTBETUI
eTUITAHUH.

ApcaMm He cTan CIOpuTh, MOBEpPU Ha cloBo. IIpuroroBmiics K IOJIroMy
CKy4YHOMY IIyTH, HO [JOpO’KKAa, HEOXKMJAHHO pE3KO BWIBHYB B CTOPOHY,
HBIpHYJIa MEKIY HAEaJbHO POBHBIMM PsiAaMU BUHOTPAIHBIX KycToB. OHU emé
HE MOJHSIMCH BBILIE KOJIEHA M HE JaBaju TeHW. lIpoTaruBanu KpacuBble
LIMPOKUE JIUCTOUKHU B PA3HbIE CTOPOHBI.

— Ckopo 3mech OyAeT o4eHb XOPOIIo, — B3TOXHYJI KPECThSHHH, — 51 OYCHb
Tr00JI0 BpeMsi, KOTJla Ha BETBSX IOBHCAIOT TPOMagHbIe TsHKENBIE rpo3an. Ho
CHayasa 3/1ech Bc€ OyIeT TyIeTh OT MHOXKECTBA TUEI.

— 5 panblie W He Iymal, 4TO 3[€Ch TOXKE BBIPALIUBAIOT BHHOTpal, —
3amMeTi1 AXeMeHuA, — K AsIuHOMYy ABOpy K3 Erunra Bcerga NpUBO3WIM
TOJIBKO THBO.

— V¥ Hac #enaroT NpeKpacHble BUHA, — C TOPJOCTBIO IPOU3HEC ErUINITSIHUH, —
TOJIBKO BCE JOCTaeTCs HOMapXy B YIUIaTy HaloroB. BuHorpagHuk y ortua
COBCEM MaJIeHbKHA.

B monTBepikaeHHE €ro CIIOB BUHOTPAJHBIC PSAABI 000pBANKCH, W IIEper
IepcoM MpezcTaa HeOKUJaHHas U Hero KapTuHa. OH yBUIEN IPEKPacHYIO
TYCTYIO 3€J€Hb HEBBICOKHX BETBHUCTBIX JEPEBbEB, OT KOTOPBIX MaJalu
3aMaH4YUBBIE TEHU.

— Heyxenu Tol xuBENIH 37eCh? — yauBHICS AxeMeHua. — TBou OeaHbIi
KPECThHCKHH YTONOK BBHITJLINT Ky/Ia IMUKapHee Beell ycaap0pl HoMapxa.

— OT Hammx OepeBbeB Majo MoNb3bl. Cambl M (UHUKOBBIC IaJIbMBI
MIPUHOCAT Kyza OOIbIIe T0X0/a.

— 3aTo OT najabM COBCEM HET TEHHU.

— MBpI 31ech NMPHUBBIYHBIC K COJHIY. PaHbllle B Hallel CTpaHEe JFOOHIH
nepeBbst. dapaoHbl TOpAWINCH CBOMMHM OTPOMHBIMU cafamu. I[lpuBo3min
peaKue CaxeHLbl U3 APYrHX CTpaH, a TeNepb LUEHAT TOJIBKO IOl U TO, YTO
MOXXHO ChECTb.

— Ilomywaercs, OONBIIMHCTBO JEPEBHEB  BBIPYOWNIM  H3-32  HX
0ecCIoIe3HOCTH?
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— Jla, HaBepHOE, U3-3a 3TOr0 CO BCEX CTOPOH HacTynaroT necku. Ho Hamm
TJIOIOPOAHBIE 3E€MJIM CIIACAIOT PETYJsipHbIE paznuBbl Bemmkoit pexu. OHu
IIPUHOCAT Ha MOJIs JI0JOPOIHBIN WL

— Jlo 4ero ke y Bac BCE cTpaHHO! — MOKaJ Imiedamu mepc.

Tem BpemeneMm ['anHuOan mpoBEN ero MEXIy ICPEBBSIMH K HEOOIBIIOMY
JIOMHKY C TUTOCKO# Kpbimieil. Kak Bce CTpOeHHS B OKpyre, OH OBLIT CIOXEH U3
CBIPLIOBOTO KHMpIHYa ¢ MAJEHbKUMH OKHAMM M Y3KOH IIEJIBIO BMECTO ABEPHU.
EruntsHud npuriacuwil apyra BHYTpb. ApcaM BOLIEN, IOJITO JKMypHIICS,
IpuBbIKasg K Mnosympaky. HakoHnen, cMor paccMOTpeTb CKpPOMHOE >KHIIMILE
TEMHOKOXETo: Bc€ yOpaHCTBO COCTOSUIO W3 MHOMECTBAa  ITMHOBOK,
IIOCTEJICHHBIX Ha I0JIy U Pa3BelIaHHBIX B ABEPHBIX NpoeMax. OQHMU Ka3alluch
COBCEM MAPEBHUMHU U CTEPTHIMH, ApYyrHe ObUIM ropa3no HoBee. W mepc ¢
YIUBICHUEM YBUIEN pacCTaBJE€HHbIE HA HUX IMMHAHbIE MUCKU. [loHsn, uTto
HOBas IIMHOBKA 3aMCEHSIa KPEeCThsSHAM CTyl. Mebenn B XIKHHE HE OBLIO
BoBce. Kpome omnoro Hu3koro tadypera Ha Tpex HOTaxX, OJHAa W3 KOTOPBIX
ObUIa CIUIFHO KOPOYE OCTANBHBIX. XJIOMOTABIIAS Y OTKPHITOTO OYara IoKHias
JKCHIITMHA HEJJOYyMEHHO YIIBIOHYIIACh:

— Koro T1bI mpuBénm K  HaM, CBHIHOK? — HETPOMKO CIIPOCHJA OHA Y
l'ananbana.

O cMeicne e€ Bompoca mepe Iorafalicsi, HO 3MOIHMOHANBHBIX OOBSICHEHHHA
erUNTSAHUHA OH He MNOHAN BoBce. OH Tak M HE y3HaJ, KEM HMEHHO €ro
npenctaBwl ['aHHMOAN, TONBKO BEKIWBO MOKIOHWICS W HAaBOCTPHI YIIH,
CTapasch yJIOBUTb XOTbh HECKOJIBKO 3HAKOMBIX CJIOB, Ja PasIJIAAbIBall XO3SIMKY.
K mnemanomy yauBneHwiro Apcama, OHa OKa3ajlaCb HE CTapod eme u
VIUBHUTEIBHO CBETIIOKOXKEH >keHIIMHOH. [Ipyr AXeMeHuaa ObII OYCHD ITOXOXK
Ha MaTh pa3pe3oM OONBIIMX YEPHBIX TJa3, HO BO BCEM OCTANBHOM, BHANUMO,
ObUI TOYHOH Komued oria. E€ CKpoMHBIN, W3HOIIECHHBIA Hapsy WU yboras
OeTHOCTh JOMamrHeH OOCTaHOBKHM IIPOW3BENH TsDKEIOE BIICUATICHHE Ha
MIPUBLIKIIETO K pOocKomH IureMsHHuKa maps [lapcer. lenprie Oenusaxu cpasy
MPUIJIACUIM €r0 MPHUCECTh y YHUCTOW IMHOBKM M CTajld YrouwaTb CBOUMH
HEXUTPBIMU JIAKOMCTBaMHU. XO3sifika Mojana rocTI0 MaJEeHbKYIO TJIMHSHYIO
KpPYXKEUKY C YHCTOM BOJIOM, CKa3alla YTO-TO U3BUHSIONIUMCS TOHOM. [ 'aHHNOA
OOBSACHUII CIIOBA MATEPH:

— Ona u3BHHSETCA 32 TO, UTO Y Hac HET Mosioka. KopoBa y Hac coBceM yx
cTapas, a TyT elé B3JyMaia OTEeJIUThCSA HaloCIe10K.

— [lepenaii xo3siike, 4TO BOAA celyac g MEHS Jy4llee YroleHHE.

BrmaromapHo ynBIOHYBIIMCH TIEPEBEACHHBIM CHIHOM CJIOBaM  TOCTS,
JKCHITMHA BBIIIIA W3 KOMHATHI H BCKOpE BOEKama TPOMKO KpHUa.

— Yt0 ciyunnock? — TOJBKO yCIIes CIPOCUTh Y Ipyra nepe.

— KopoBa poxaeTt, — NOSCHUI €TUNTSIHUH, — TSDKKO €M, TOro TSN IOMpET.
ITomorats Hamo.

HeoxmmaHHO KEHIIIHA CO CTOHOM OITyCTHJIACh Ha KOTYCHOTHI TabyperT.

65



— Matepu BApyr CTajo IDIOXO, AK€ BCTaTh HE MOXKET, — OOBSCHHI
lanHuOan mocne TOoro, Kak IMOMOT €H YWTH B COCEIHIO  KOMHATY,
OTTOPOYKEHHYIO ITMHOBKOH, — €1 HYy)KHO OTJIeXKaThcsl. BUIHO OOrM pemnmim, 4To
HaM JIBOUM NPHAETCS IPHHUMATD POJIBI Y HECYACTHOH KOPOBBL.

AXeMeHH]I 1ap pedH IMOTepsUl, yCIbIMaB TaKoe, HO OH TEIepb TOYHO 3HAJ,
KaK OIMAcHO CIIOPUTH C JKeTaHueM OOTOB M HEOXOTHO IOILIETICS 32 TOBAPHUIIEM
K XJICBY.

I'naBa neBsiTas

JIETEH/IbI 1 CHBI

PonoButslii nepc f1axke He UMEN MOHSTUS O TOM, YTO TAKOE XJIEB, & POraThIil
CKOT paHblIE BHUJEJ TOJIbKO H3Aaneka. ['aHHMOan mnoaBEN ero K OTKPLITOMY
3aroHy, KO€-KaK COCTPANaHHOMY U3 HECKONBKUX KpUBBIX xkepael. Erunerckas
KOpOBa, MECOYHO-KENTasl, KaK MOYTH BCE B 3TOM CTpaHe, MOpa3uia ero cBoei
U3MOXIEHHON XynoOOil M eOMHCTBEHHBIM JUIMHHBIM POTOM, BTOPOI OBLI
00JI0MaH y caMoro ocHoBaHusl. JKUBOTHOE IPOMKO MBIYAJI0, JBIIIAT0 TIXKEIO U
elie Iep’Kalloch Ha Horax. 3aBUAEB JIOJEH, Kak MoKa3aloch ApcaMy, KOpoBa
B3JIOXHYJIA ¢ 00JIETYEHNEM U ITOBATMIIACh Ha OOK, BEICTABUB KPYIJI0€ OPIOXO.

— Ilnoxo neno, — 3ab6ecnokouncst I'anHNOaI, — TOrO U INISIU OKOJIEET Yy HAC
Ha IJ1a3aX, XOTh OBl YCIIETh TEJICHKA BBITAIINT.

— Kak BbITamurs? — noMopuics Apcam.

—3a Horu.

— 3a xakue emeé Horu?

— 3a nepegHue, — CHOKOIHO OOBSACHSAT KPECThSHHH.

— W k1o ero OyneT TSHYTh?

— Ilpunércs tebe, a 1 Oyay AepkaTh rOJIOBY, Uy>KOTO OHA HE TOJITYCTHT.

— Moxet Ha000poT? — monpoOoBall OTHEPETHC AXEMEHH]I.

— He nomnyuutcs, — cpasy 3asBun ['anHuOan, — KopoBa JOKHA BUIETh U
qysiTh cBOero. Jla u JfepxaTh HaJ0 YMEIOUU. A TO CBEpHEIIb CKOTUHE T'OJIOBY
OT U3JIUIIHETO YCepIusl.

— Pa3Be TSHYTH TelIeHKA yMEHHUE HE HYXHO?

—Yto TYT yMeTh, Oepu 1a TAHU!

Takue O0OBSACHEHUS HE TNPUOABHIN CIIOKOWCTBHsS M30aJIOBAaHHOMY
AxeMeHH]y, HO OH BCIIOMHMJI, YTO JieJl KaK-TO TOBOPHII eMy: «XOpoLIHii apb
JOJDKEH BCE YMETh CaM».

— Bpsin iin oH UMeN B BUAY IMOMOIIb KOPOBaM, — OYpKHYJ MOYTHTEIBHBII
BHYK U OTIIPAaBUJICS. 00XOAUTH POTraTyIo C ThLIA.

I'anHMOan B 3T0 BpeMsl yKe yXBaTHUJI )KUBOTHOE 32 POT, MPUHSUICS TAHYTh U
yTrOBapHUBATh:

— Bcragaii, BcTaBaii, muas!
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OH menTan el B 0OJBIIOE YXO UTO-TO €mi€; H3IaB HAAPBIBHOE, TIOXOXKEE
Ha CTOH MBIYaHHE, >KMBOTHOE TSKEIO, HEYKIIOKE IIOAHSIOCH Ha HOTH.
KpectesiHHH cpazy 3axall el TOJIOBY TakK, 9TO Ka3aJIoCh, OyATO OH ACPKUT BECh
BEC CKOTHHEIL. ApcaMy He 0COOEHHO XOTEJIOCh 3arIsAbIBaTh O] XBOCT KOPOBE,
a KOTZa OTTy/a IMOKa3aJIuCh MaJICHBKHE KOTIBITIIA, EMY H BOBCE CTAJIO TypHO.

— XBaraii! Tssau! — 3aopan Ha HETO KPECTHSIHUH.

He mpuBsIkmuii k npukazam AXeMeHH]I HeMeaJIeHHO ToBHHOBaCs. M cam
HE YCIIeJ TOHSATh, KaK M3BJIEK HA CBET OO MaJIeHBKOTO MOKPOTO YEPHOTO C
HEJICTIBIMA OCeNTBIMU TISITHAMH Ha JIOY U Ha crirHe TenéHKa. Ero pykn 1o JToKoTh
OKa3aJIUCh 3AJTUTHI KPOBBIO, I3MYUEHHAsI KOPOBa Cpa3y MOBAIHMIIACH Ha 3€MITIO,
CTpAITHEHBKHUN TEJICHOK HE MOT YIEpXaThCsl Ha HOTaX, MBIYAN CIa0CHBKO U
UCIyTaHHO, HO cepane Apcama IIEperoHsST HEOOBSICHUMEBIA BOCTOPT.
I"arHMOAIT TOXKE HEPBHO U PAJOCTHO yIBIOAJICS.

— Hy, 161 Montozenr! BoBpems oka3zaics B Hammx kpasx! He oxuman ot Te0s
takoil moamoru! Tereps Hamra kopMuiuila okiaemaercs. Crnacu6o tebe, apyr!

ITepc B ceOs He MOT IPHUATH: BOT 3TO NpukiIodeHne! OH, KOHEYHO, CKyJall
BO nBopue, B [lacapragax, XoTeax mMOCMOTpPEeTh MHpP, HO O TaKOM Jaxe H
MmoymMaTh He Mor!

— IMoitném, oTMoeMcsl, — TIO3BAJI TEMHOKOXKHUI M paccMesuics, — BUIET Obl
TBI ce0s1, TUIEMSTHHUYEK Hapsi!

CHoBa ApcaMm yOexmaics, HaCKOJIbKO ObLT mpaB bor mobpoii cyns061. Hu
OITHO W3 LAPCKHUX yAOBOJILCTBHU HE MPUBOIIIO €r0 B TaKOE BOCTOPIKEHHOE
COCTOSIHME, KaK d5Ta YAa4HO 3aKOHYCHHAs KpPECThsSHCKas paboTa. Tombko
IIEPEeXKUB OTBPAIICHNE, YCTAIOCTH OT BOBCE HE CBOHCTBEHHOTO €My Heja, OH
MEPENOIHWICS  pafocTeio M ToprocThio. Ilepcy xoTenmock OecnpHunHHO
yIIbIOAThCS, U BCSA KPECThSIHCKass 00CTaHOBKa OOJIBIIIE HE Ka3alloCh €My TaKOW
yOOoTOii.

— ¥V Bac TyT yioTHO! — CKaszal OH JIpyTy, KOTZa, YHCTHIC W JOBOJBHEIE,
BOIIUIA B JIOM.

araMOaN HUKOTIA IPEXKIC HE BBHITILIEN TAKIM CHOKOMHBIM U PalOCTHBIM.
OH 06en03y00 ynb10asncs u OblI caM Ha ce0s He TTOXO0K.

— A Xopomo Bc&-Takd, YTO MBI yTOIWIN CYHIYK WM TPHILIN Cloga, —
paccyxmuan oH.

— Jlyame He ObIBaeT, — coriacwics ApcaM, — B KOH-TO BEKH HOMapXy
TI0X0, a pabaM XOpOoIIIo.

— Ox, He HalTIOMHHAH 00 3TOM NMPOTUBHOM XEpHXOpe.

— A MHe Ka3alloch, OH TeOe HpaBHTCs! — paccMesiics Tepc.

— Bor yx #u xanensku. Tepnets ero He mory! [IpaBna, HaBepHsKa ropasio
MEHBIIIE, YeM HEKOTOPBIM, — TIOAMUTHYJ OH BIIFOOJIEHHOMY.

— Teneps THI 3psT HAIIOMUHACIITE MHE O TOM, KaK JaleKo OT MeHSI AHAXUT, —
B370XHYN Apcam.
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— Kakoe, HaBepHOe, cuacTbe OBITH BIIOOJIEHHBIM W B3IBIXAaTh, BCTIOMHHAs
YBH-TO MPEKpacHbIC IMaza!l A BOT MHE /10 CHX IOp HE OBEJIOCH yTOHYTh HHU B
YBHX TJ1a3aX.

— He rpyctu, BiroOHIIBCS 00s13aTENbHO, — YOSXKIEHHO CKa3an AXEeMEHHI.

— Xoporo 05l, HE XOTENOCh ObI KEHUTHCS TONBKO Pajan XO3sIHCTBA.

— OX, MOJIOJOCTb, MOJIOJIOCTB!

Jpy3bs IOBEPHYIHCH Ha TOJOC, HA MOPOTe KPECTHIHCKOTO JKIIIUINA CTOSII
BBICOKMH CYTYJBIM MY>KUHHA.

— Tol ceromus paHo, oren, — yauBuics ['aHanOAaI.

KpectpsiHuH Tpomén BHYTpPh, U ApcaM IOHSI, YTO OH Ka3ajcs TaKHM
9EpHBIM HE TONBKO NPOTHB CBeTa. AXEMEHHJ BICPBBIC B XKU3HH BHICI
YeIoBeKa, CJIOBHO BBICEUCHHOTO U3 4€pHOTo nepera. Ilociennee Bpems eMy B
JKI3HH BCTPEUYAIOCh BCE TO, O YEM OH paHBIIC TONBKO CIbIIAN. [IpexitonHbIi
BO3pacT ObLT COBCEM He 3aMeTeH y oTna ['anaubana. Tolabko mopaxkanu cBoei
OeIM3HOM OeJIKY I1a3 U KPYITHBIC POBHBIC 3YOBI.

— Ha cerognst XBaTuT, — ycTajo OIMyCTHIICS HA IUHOBKY KPECThSHHH.

lapanOan TopommMBO cTalm OOBACHATH OTIy, HOYEMY OHH C APYroM
OKazanuch B ero goMe. OH He MPEMUHYIT TOXBACTAThCA CIMACEHHOW KOPOBOM U
TenéHkoM. ['71aBa cemelicTBa OZOOPHUTENHEHO KHBAJ, IEPC BCIYLIMBAJICS B €r0O
pedb, JIOBHJ 3HAKOMBIC ETHIIETCKHE CJIOBA: HOMAapx, THIIONOTaM, KOpPOBA...
Apcam pazapakancs, YT0 OHA HHKaK He CKJIaJBIBAIOTCS B CKIAJHBIA pacckas.
N3-3a TpOCTHUKOBOW IWHOBKH BHINIIa Marh ['aHHMOAasla, TIONMPHBETCTBOBAJIA
My>Ka, YIBIOHYTach BHHOBATO:

— Bcé mpomo.

— Ompenenénno 6orm crmemann Bc€, — oOpaTwics eTHOTSAHUH K OPYTY, —
9TOOBI THI 3aMapajl pyKH HEPUBBIYHON KPECThIHCKOW 3a00TOM.

— Bpsn 1u B peampHOCTH TBOM OOTH TaK CHIBHO MHOIO 03a00YCHEI, —
OKayaJj roJIoBOM AXEMEHM]I.

— He ckpomHMuaii, ¢ Tex mop, Kak cyap0a CBela Hac, B MOCH KHU3HU
MPOUCXOMAT CIUIOIIHBIE CTPAHHOCTH.

— Tak monpocu cBoux OOroB OCTaBHTh MEHS B MOKOE!

— boru He caplmat npocThiX cMepTHBIX! TOJBKO JKPEToB U (apaoHOB.

— Tak mputBopHCh (hapaoHOM, — paccMesUICsl 30pOacTpHel], — BeIb TBOS
penurns He 3alpemacT BpaTh U MPUTBOPSITHCSL.

I'apanban He cTan oTBedarhb. [lomeén mMOKa3BIBaTh OTIy HOBOPOXKICHHOTO
TenéHKa. ApcaM CKPOMHO OCTaJCs CHIETh B XIDKHHE, IHJI BOXY C rpyOoi
MIICHAYHOH JIETIeIKOM. Pa3MBIIIIIIsUT O TOM, YTO JISTKO CPaBHWII OBI OTY MHUIILY
¢ M00BIM OJIFOJIOM cO cToJia B Topoje boros. Mats ["'aHHHOaNna TeM BpeMeHeEM
ycenach 3a OOJBIION TPy0O CKOJIOUEHHBIN TKAIKWIA CTAHOK, CTaJla HATATHBATh
1BeTHBIC HUTH. [lepc ¢ mHTEpecoM HabIroaam 3a Hel.

Korma TeMHOKOXXHI KPECTBSHHUH C CBIHOM BEPHYIIHCH, OTEIl KA3aJICsl OUCHb
B3BOJIHOBAHHBIM H BOCTOpP)KEHHBIM. OH IIHPOKO pa3MaxwBal pyKaMH U
TPOMKO OOBSCHSII K€HE YTO-TO HEBEPOSTHOE.
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— CrpaHHOe BreuyaT/IEHHUE Ha HEro MPOU3BEN KOPOBUM AETEHBINI, — M10XKAJ
wiedaMu AXeMeHHI.

— Te1 Hu4ero He noHuMaeb! — BOCKIMKHYIM ["anHMOa1. — [10 HECKOIBKUM
U3BECTHBIM HaM IpU3HAKaM »JTOT TEJAEHOK BIIOJIHE MOXKET OKa3aTbCs
CBSIIIIEHHBIM AIIHCOM.

— Hy u 9to B 3TOM XOpomiero? — ymuBuics mepc. — Tenepb Kpeusl u3
Mewmmuca 3abepyT ero y Bac.

— Koneuno, HO, ecnu 3TO TOT caMblii OBIYOK, — HaMm 3amiaTaT. OueHb
xopoto 3amnatat! Mbel MokeM BBIOpaThCs U3 HUIIETHI U paOcTBa!

— Yro x, oTiimuHbie HOBOCTH! — TopazoBaiics 3a npyra Apcam. — Ho kax
JKpeLbl Y3HAIOT [IPO BalIero TelnéHKa?

— Oren XxoueT HEMEAJEHHO OTIPAaBUTHCS K PEKE M paccKa3aTb HOBOCTb
nonouynukaM. [1o Benmkoit peke HOBOCTH TiepenaroTcsi U3 YCT B yCTa Tropasfo
OpIcTpee, YeM JICTUT MTHIIA.

— TsI X04enb, YTOO HAIl HOMapX BEPHYJICS U YBE3 TBOEero Armeca?

— Emé HeusBecTHO, HOAOMAET M TEJNEHOK II0 OCTAJIBHBIM TaWHBIM
IIpU3HAKaM, HO €CJIM OH COOTBETCTBYET, TO HUKTO HE OCMEIMTHCS HapyllaTh
CBSIICHHBIE OOBIYaM W TMPUYMHATH BpEd NOMY, KOTOphId Pa m30pam mms
POKIEHUSI CBSAILLEHHOTO YKUBOTHOTO.

— Moxert, Torma aydmie camuM cOerath Kk Hwiry? — mpemioxkun mepc. —
Benp Tak Oynet ObicTpee.

— Koneuno, — xuBHyn ['aHHMOan, — HO OTEIl XOYeT caM COOOIIWTH ATY
YIUBUTEJIbHYIO HOBOCTb.

— B TaxoMm ciydae HaMm OCTaeTcs TOJIBKO YBaXKaTh €ro JKeJlaHHe.

— ITomoxném 31ecs.

— ITomosxkném, — OXOTHO coriacuiics AXeMeHHI.

YenoBek U3 YEPHOrO AECPEBa, TOPABIM M BEIUYECTBEHHBINA, OTIPABUIICA K
Bemukoit peke. CuacTiuBo ynbiOaBmiascs Math ['aHHHOana 0 4EM-TO JIOJTO
TOBOPHIIA C CBIHOM. A TIOTOM OH 00paTmiIcs K APYTY:

— Omna npeuiaraer cenaTb HOBYIO IEpEBA3KY Ha TBOIO paHy, a TO cTapas
MOCJIE PEKU, YECTHO TOBOPS, BBITVIAIUT OTBPATUTEILHO.

— 51 yxe ycmen BoBce MO3a0BITh O IBIPKE B IUIEYE, CTONBKO BCETO YiKe
MPOMU30IIIO € TeX MOp, — MpU3HAICA ApcaM, — HO I'PEIIHO OTKa3bIBaThCS OT
Takoi 1oOpoi 3a00THI.

KenmuHa Hanoxuia Ha CBE&XXKUN LIpaM YUCTBIM KycOueK TKaHU, AXeMEHU]
yIapuics B BOCIIOMUHAHUS:

— B merctBe oter Bcerna OpaHII MOIO MaTh 32 €€ IOMBITKH JCUYUTh MOHU
MEJIKMEe paHKW M ccaguHbl. Bc€ TBepAus, 4TO HACTOALIEr0 BOMHA IIPambl
TOJIbKO yKpamaioT. OHa cropuia, IpUKIaabIBaia 4y101eHCTBEHHbIE TPaBhl, a
sl HOCHJICS IO JBOPITY U BEYHO pacIIuOan TO KOJICHKH, TO JIOKTH, a TO H JI00. ..

Korna Bepnyics oren ['ananbana, na Erumer yxe kak Bcerma pe3ko ymaia
HOYHAs TbMa. ["aHHMOAN TITHYN B OKHO, 3¢BHYIL

— Ilopa yxnaneiBarbes cnatb. CerofHs ObLI IJIMHHBIN, TPYIHBINA J€Hb.
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— Hla, — cornmacuicst Apcam, — €€ COBCEM HEJIABHO S U MPEIOIOXKHUTh HE
MOT, YTO B MOCH >KM3HH BO3MOXKHO UTO-HHOYIb TIOJJOOHOE.

PopnTenu ernnTsSHWHA YIUTH 33 IIMHOBKY, a APY3bsl YCTPOWINCH Ha Kyde
CyXOU COJIOMBI.

— Bpsig nu ceituac cMmory cpasy 3acHyTh, — IIETIOTOM I0KaJIOBAaJICs
l'apanOan, — CTONIBKO OMONIEBAeT HANEXKJ M COMHEHHH M3-3a 3TOTO TENEHKA.
Heyxenu n Hamelt ceMbe noBe3io?! MaTepuHCKHUE MOJTMTBBI ObLTH YCITBIIIAHBI
Ooramwu, a s y)K W HE HaJesUICs, YTO OOrH BoOOIe oOparaT BHUMaHHE Ha e€
JKAJIKUE apbl U KEPTBOIIPUHOLICHUSI.

— XepTtBOonprHONIICHHSI? — 3aHHTEPECOBAIICS 30POACTPHEIL.

— Hacrosiie sxepTBBI 00raM MpUHOCST TOIBKO JKPEIBI B XpaMax BO BpeMs
Ipa3THUYHBIX CIYXKO0, HO KaKABI KPECThSIHUH, IPUXOIS B XpaM CBOEro 6ora,
OTJACT CBOW MEMSIIKHA Ha HYXIBI OOTOCITYy)KEHUH. DTO M CUMTAacTCs Hallel
JKEpPTBOI.

— «Cpoemy Oory», — mepenpa3Huil AXeMeHHI, — TaK y Bac eCTh
coOCTBeHHEIE OOXecTBa?

— He cmeiicst, B KaXXI0M HOME OCOOCHHO MOYHUTAIOT KOTO-HHOYIh OTHOTO U3
00roB.

— Mynpo. MHaue MOXHO COBCEM 3aIlyTaThCs B TOJIIE BAIINX 3BEPOTOIOBBIX
MTOKPOBUTEIEH, — YIBIOHYJICS Apcam.

— Tl BeyHO TMoOTemIaenIbcs HaJ HaMH, XOTh pacckasanl Obl, a 94TO TaM B
TBOCH JTaJIeKOH cTpaHe, — OOMKEHHO TIOMIPOCHIT ETUTITSHHH.

[lepc 3aBammics Ha CHOHHY, 3aKHHYJI pPYKH TOJ TOJOBY, IIPOU3HEC
MeUTaTeIbHO!

— Most poanHa — JTydiiiee MecTo Ha 3emiie!

— B orom yOexn€H KaxIbld dYeloBeK, — (QHIOCOPCKHA 3aMETHII
TEMHOKOXHH.

— OcobenHo 1apu, — 3acMesiicss AxeMeHuI. — MHe TI0Ka3aJioch, YTO paObl
OIMHAKOBO HEHABUAT JIIO00E MECTO, TAe UM HMPUXOIUTCS TPYAUTHCA. W Bpsim
JI1 OHH CMOTYT OLIEHUTh OWBHYIO Kpacoty Ilepcun. E€ BwICOKHE ropsbl, €€
JensHble OBICTPBIE PEKH W KaMEHUCTHIE Hoporu. Ho s Gomblie Bcero ckydaro
[0 OTPOMHBIM TaOyHaM HpPEKPAacHBIX IUKUX KOHEH. A TBHI BOOOIIE XOTh pa3
BHJIET HACTOSIIETO KOHSA? XOTh OJJHOTO? — CIIOXBATHIICS TIEPC.

— He noBenock, Benpb st HUKorna He Obul B MeMmduce. ['oBopsT, Tam 1o
VIUIIaM HOCSATCS KOJECHHIBI, 3alpsDKSHHBIC MapaMy JIOMAAeH B POCKOLTHBIX
30JI0TBIX YKPALICHUSX.

— VKkpanieHne KOHS — Xopolmas cOpys. A 1Mo MHE Tak OOr He co3aai
HUYETO JIydIlle, YeM MOINHBIA ¥ TOPABIA HEB3HY3AHHBIM CKakyH! -—
BOCXHIIEHHO BOCKIMKHYN ApcaMm. — Pa3Be uto nensiii TabyH ckakyHoB. Korma
OH HECETCS 0 3eIEHBIM JTyTaM, 3eMJIS IPOXKUT, KaK BO BPEMsI 3eMIICTPSICCHUSL.

— 3emueTpsiceHue? — MEPEeCIPOCHIT ETUITIHUH.

— Korma 3emust mpoxuT, TpAc€Tcs W packaumBaeTcss Hoj Horamu. Bcé
MaiaeT U PYIIATC.
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— W gacrto y Bac takoe?

— B ropax gacto. MbI yX pUBBIKIIH.

— W TBI Ha3BIBaclIb CBOIO 3E€MIIIO MPEKPACHBIM MecTOM?! — BO3MYTHIICS
I'ananGan. — [Toxoske, Bam 31108 OOT MBITAETCS CTPSIXHYTH Bac ¢ HeE. Y Hac
HUKOTI'Ja HE ObIBA€T HUYETO IOLO00HOTO.

— 3aro, — pacmaymics XHUTENb rop, — Y HaC HET OECIUIOMHBIX IyCTHIHb U
OTBPATUTEIHHBIX KPOKOIIIOB!

— Ham HOM pacrnonokeH o4deHb Aajieko OoT Bcex MmycThiHb! VX skapkoe,
CMepTeNbHOE [BIXaHWE NOakKe He MOoJeTaeT ciofa. MBI co BceX CTOPOH
OKpYXCHBI BOJIOW, HA CEBEPE — MOpE, C I0Ta, 3ala/ia U BOCTOKA — CBAIICHHBIN
Hun!

— B BaBunonuu u [Tapce emé Gomble pa3HbIX pek, Toidbko Turp u Edpar
Yero CTOSIT.

— Bammu pexu He MoryT naxke cpaBHUTHCS ¢ Bennkum Hunmom! — meromosan
eTUNTSHUH.

— Toxe mue — Benukas pexa! Bumen s Bam Hun, — Apcam mpuBcran Ha
JIOKTE, — y3Kasi, MeNKasi ¥ MyTHasI peuymIka!

— To1 BHIEN TOJBKO OJIMH M3 JECITH pyKaBoB! — pe3ko cen ["anHmnOan. — B
JeNbTe OH pacragaercsi! A B BEpXOBbAX 3TO TIIyOOKHi OYpHBIH TOTOK!
BosMoikHO, Tebe emé moBenérest yBUIETh U rpo3Hble Humbeckue moporu.

— He xunsitucs! Bot yBuKy, Torna, BO3MOXXHO, ¥ IPU3HAIO, YTO THI TTPaB. A
moka TBOH Hun cmibHO HamoMuHAeT MHE OOJNBINYIO YKy, — HE IIOAyMaB,
Opocwi mepc.

— Jla xak TBI cMmeemb TOBOpUTH Takue cioBa?! Hun maér Ham xu3HB!
TonbKO ero pa3muBhI AETMAIOT ATy 3€MITIO ILTOI0OPOTHON U MIPEKPACHOM.

— Jla, MBI-TO TPUBBIKIN BCTpEYaTh HABOJHEHHE KaK HACTOAIIYIO Oemy, —
npu3Han Apcam.

— beny ThI cam Ha ce0s Hakmuuemn! — MpayHo noobeman ['aHHMOaN. —
Hamm 6oru He mpocTsT TEOEe TaKOTO OTHOMICHUS K CBAIICHHOH peKe.

— Dro yx OyayT Mou mpobiieMbl! — orpei3HYIIcS AXxeMeHu . — TeOs oHn He
KacaroTcs.

OH ynercs Ha COJIOME CIHMHOW K eTUNTsAHHHY. ['aHHMOAm ToXe OT Hero
OTBEPHYJICS, 00a MPUTBOPIIUCH, YTO CIIAT, M CAMH HE 3aMETIIIH, KaKk Ha CaMOM
Jee YCHYITH.

Apcamy cawics Hunm — Hempo3pauHbIi, MYTHBIM, 3eneHoBatbiii. Ilepc
CTOSUI B BBICOKHX MPUOPEKHBIX KaMBIIIaX, CMOTPEJ, KaK JAJIHHHOHOTHI HOHC
BEIIATHBAI TI0 Y3KAM JEPEBSHHBIM  MOCTKAaM, IOTHATHIM HAaJ TOIKHAM
OeperoM W JOXONUBIIMM JO caMod cepenuHbl pekd. [ltmma Beprenma
MaJICHbKOW T'OJIOBKOM, COBaJIa CBOM TOHKHW 3arHYTHIN KIIIOB B IIUPOKUE LIEIH
MeXIy MockaMu. BHe3amHo mcIyranach U ¢ TPOMKHM KPUKOM HE To yOexkana,
HE TO yjierena Mpods. Ha IepeBSHHBIA HACTHJ CTYMWIA BBICOKAas THOKas
JKeHCKas (urypa; IUlaThe, TYrO OXBaThIBaBIIee €€, OTIUBAIO 30JI0OTOM U
SIPKAMH  KpackaMu. JIMTWHHBIE TEMHBIE BOJIOCH MMOJICPKUBANIA TsDKETAs
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muanema. Jluma skeHIUHBI He OBUIO BHIAHO B MOCHEIHHX YracaloliyX JIydax
[aJaloIero 3a TOPH30HT COJHNA. [ parro3HBIMH JETKUMH IIaraMd OHA
MoJoNUIa K Kpam HACTWIA, HU3SIIHBIM IBIDKCHHEM IIONPABHIIA BOJOCHL,
mpucena, HaKJIOHWIACh K BoAC. 3adeprnHyila B JaJOHB MPOXJIAaTHYIO BJary,
nofHecna K rybam. Bapyr, CIOBHO MOYYBCTBOBAB NPHCTAIBHBIN B3I
gy)kaka, OHa pe3Ko oO0epHynach K AXeMeHHIy. B ciemyromee MrHOBeHHE OH
YBHEI IPSIMO HaJ cOO0i BHITSHYBIIYIOCS B IPBIKKE Pa3bIpEHHYIO JIEBUILY. ..

ApcaMm TpOCHYIICS, CeJI, TIOTPSIC TOJIOBOH, OTMAaXMBasICh OT CTPAHHOTO CHA.
["aHHNOAT MUPHO COTIET PSAJIOM, HEPA3TUYIUMBINA B OKPY)KaBIIeH HETTPOTIISTHON
TbMe. B y3Koe OKOHIIEe 3aryIsiHy/na OJMHOKAs 3BE3/1a, U B €€ aIMa3HO-ToIyOoM
cBeTe AXEMEHHJ CIepBa CMYTHO, a MOTOM HEBEPOSTHO UYETKO Ppa3IHIHI
30JI0TBIE y30pHI Ha IUIaThe HEe3HAKOMKH ¢ OeperoB Huma. ['opno BempsMuB
rHOKYIO CIMHY U HaJIMEHHO B3HMpas CBEpXY BHH3 Ha IIepca, OHA CHIETa Ha TOM
CaMoOM KpHUBOHOTOM Ta0ypeTe, Ha KOTOPOM HEIaBHO CHIEINA XO3sHKa.

— Ter ockBepHmsn mou BOAbl! OCKBEpHWJI TE€M, YTO Ha3Bal MX MYTHOH
TyXeH, — TPOMKO IIPOM3HECTa OHA. B rojoce >KEHIMHEI 3ByYalo W JACKOBOE
KOIIa4Yb€ YpUaHUe, ¥ TPO3HBIN JIHBUHBIHN PHIK.

— Jlpyroii BOAbI 51 37IeCh HE BUACI, — TAPUPOBATT AXEMEHHI.

— D710 He naet Tebe mpaBa Tak OT3BIBATHCS O IIPEKPacHOM co3nanui Pa.

— He mory s u€pHoe nMeHOBaThH OeNbIM, a MyTHOE MPO3PAYHBIM B YTOIY
MECTHBIM OOBIYasIM.

[Tnemsuank mapst [lapcer xoTenm OBIIO TOAHATHCS HA HOTH, HO €O
OCTaHOBWII XOJIOJHBIH, BIIACTHBIA B3TJISI HE3HAKOMKH.

— Tel DOWKEH yBakaTh 3aKOHBI IPYruxX cTpaH. Tebs ydumu sTomy, —
MTOTYEPKHYJIa OHA.

— 51 OB IITOXUM YUECHHKOM.

HesnakoMka Oblta o0eckypakeHa, OHAa-TO OXKHJalla MPUBBIYHBIX KAI00 H
onpapaanuii. JKeHIHa B3TJIsIHY/Ia HA MHO3EMIIA C HHTEPECOM.

— AnyOuc TOBOpWJI MHE, YTO Thl HE TaKOH, Kak Jpyrde, — THXO
IIPOMOJIBHJIA OHA, — HAIIPACHO S HE BEPIJIA.

— MHorma 1mosie3Ho BEpHTH JIIOAM, — pac@riiocoCTBOBAIICT AXESMEHHI, —
U HE TOJIBKO JIFOISIM.

— Jlaems coBethl Ooram?! Huuero cebe — Mmanus Beanyas!

Apcam cTapaics IPUIIOMHUTB, KOTJa YKe CIIBIIIAl 3TH ciioBa. Kaxercs, ot
crapuka, JeumBmero emé Kwumpa. OH HaspiBan 3T0 0OJE3HBIO BCEX
AXeMEHHUIOB.

— ¥V Hac 310 ceMeiHOoe, — OTBETHJII TOPbII NEPC HEZHAKOMKE.

— 51 moruta Obl JIerko U30aBUTh T€OS OT 3TOTO. ..

B romoce JeHOIMHBI TPO3BydYana yrpo3a, KaKk B PBYAHUN XUIIHUKA.
OmHaKo epc 3aMETHIT HeIOTOBOPEHHOCTH €€ (hpasbl, CIIPOCHII JIKABO:

— Mormna O85l, HO...

— Tol, XUTpel, MPUTIITHYICS MOEMy OTIy, camoMmy Pa. YMa He mpuioxy,
KaK TBI CyMEIl 3TO YCTPOHUTb.
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— MoxeT OBITB, JIETT0 B TOM, YTO 51 COBCEM HE XUTPEII, & HA00OPOT, OX0XKeE,
CaMbIil YECTHBIN YEIOBEK B ITOU CTPaHE.

[MomauMmasice ¢ Tabypera, XaTxop ciejiana TIpallio3HOE IBH)KCHHUE, Kak
TSHyIIascs Komka. [IponsHecna KanpusHo:

— BoT 51 u pemmia yeTynmuTh JIOOOMIBITCTBY U 3aIJITHYTh B 3TOT JIOMHIIIKO,
49TOOBI TOCMOTPETH Ha TEOSI.

— B 3TOM momumIIKe JKMBET JKEHIMHA, KOTOpasl perysipHO BO3HOCHT TeOe
MOJIMTBEI, 00paTH BHUMAaHHUE JydIlIe Ha Heé.

— Haxan!

JIpBHna pazmpak€HHO AEpHYJIA XBOCTOM, NPBITHYJIa B TEMHOTY. Buaenue
ucue3no. KomHatka B O€THOM KPECTHSIHCKOM TOMHINIKE CHOBA ObLIA IMyCTa,
ToNbKO ["aHHNOAaT MUPHO TIOCATIBIBAI HA COJIOME, PSAZOM C ApcamoM.

— IlpuBunuTcs xe... — OypKHYNI Iepc, — BPeIHO MHE CIyIIaTh IPEBHUE
JICTCHTBL.

OH CNOKOWHO yJIETcS HAa CBOE MECTO, M YCHYII. bolbllle HUKAaKHX CHOB €My
B 3Ty HOYb HE CHUJIOCE.

I'naBa gecsaTasn

MNEPBBIV ETUNIETCKUA JOXIb

Jpy3ps NPOCHYIUCH C IEPBBIMU JTy4aMH paccBera. Ho riiaBa cembu yxe
yCIHelN MOAHATHCS €IIE paHbllle UX U, 3aaCIINCh YEPCTBOW JIENEMIKOM, yIIEN B
nojne. Matb ['anHuOana npeioxuia rocTio TOT K€ HEXUTPhIH 3aBTpak. Ilepc
no0JIarogapuII, HO CKa3all PelIUTeNIbHO:

— MHe nopa Bo3Bpamarbcsa B IOMECThE HOMapXa.

— Hame ckpomHOe kuiibe NMpHUIUIOCH TeOe HE MO HpaBy? — HAXMYypHIICS
eTUNTSHUH.

— He B 3TOM n€no, y Bac 3aMedaTenbHBIA IOM, HO... — CAMOYBEPEHHBII
AXeMeHH]I cTapaTellbHO NOAOHpal ClIoBa, — HE XO4Y, YTOOBI MO MHO3EMHBIN
alIeTUT yMEHbINAN Bally 3amnachl. I[ycTh dydme Ha MOl IPOKOPM TpPaTUTICS
Xepuxop.

— Bpsin nm B OTCyTCTBHE XO3sIMHA CIYTH 3TUM 03a00TATCS, — YCOMHHUIICS
KPECTbSIHHH.

— Kyna onn nenyrea?! — yneiOHynca Apcam.

— Ho eI 3ps Gecnokoumibcs 3a Halll 3amac, — BOOAYILEBIEHHO CKa3al
I'annnOan, — odeHb ckopo, 61arogapst Anucy, y Hac OyAeT BCEro BAOBOJIb.

— Bor torna u npuny nupoBats, — noobeman Axemenua. — K tomy xe, y
MEHS €CTb CBOsI IPHUUHA, YTOO TOCKOPEE BEPHYTHCS B IOMECThE HOMApXa.

— IIpnuuny 30ByT AHaXuUT? — yJABIOHYJICS ApPYT mepca.

— BepxoBHblil xpen cpazy OTHpaBUTCSA ClOJa, CMOTPETh Ha Obluka, a
CEMbIO, pa3syMeeTcsl, OTIPaBsT AoMoi. Kakoe-To BpeMs sxeHa Oyaer 6e3 Myxa,
— JIYKaBO YJIBIOHYJICS BIFOOIEHHBIN.
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— Taxk 651 cpa3y u cKa3all, — pacCMEsUICS eTUITSHIH.

OHu BBIILTK U3 IOMA U OKAa3aJUCh B TYCTOM TeHU JepeBbeB. Ha 3emie ona
00pa3oBBIBaIa 3aMBICIOBATHIC Y30PHI, IBUTABIIMECS W MEHSABIIMECS OT
n€rkoro BeTepka. Apcam 3amapan rojoBy. Ha ¢one OnemHO-romyboro
yTpeHHero Heba CONHEUHBIE JIyIX 30JI0THIIN Kpasi 3eNEHOI JINCTBBL

— Hu 3a 4T0 He BIpyOaiiTe 3T EPEBbsl, — B3MOXHYJ TOCTh. — 3HACIb, YTO
s MOH:UI 37ech y Bac? Ham oueHb 1oBe3I10, 4TO B TOpax, K CYACThIO, HE PACTyT
(PMHUKOBBIC TIAJTEMEI.

— CTpaHHBIE MBICIIH IPHXOSAT TeOE B TOIOBY.

— [Moxkamyii. Tak ThI MOKaXKeIIb MHE JOPOTY 110 KUIuIa Xepuxopa?

— Uro TyT MOKa3bIBaTh, y HAC 3a0yIUTHCS HEBO3MOXKHO.

— OTO KOMY KaK, — YCMEXHyJCcsi ApcaMm, BCIOMHHUB CBOM IMEPBBI MOXOJ K
rpoOHHIIE HOMapXa.

— Bcé mpenenbHo mpocTo: uA€mb OpsMoO, IPsSMO, CBOpauMBacllb HaJIEBO,
HEMHOTI'0 Jajibllie IOBOpaunBaellb e pas...

— U xak Tl ompepensienib, TJe UMEHHO CBOpadumBaTh? 311ech BCE Takoe
onuHakoBoe. Hu nuiHero aepesua, HU KaMellka.

— A TbI cunTail BOJHBIE KaHABKU, CIEpPBa JECITh MPSIMO, IOBOpaYMBaellb,
eIé mocJie MEeCTON OIITh — HAJIEBO. ..

— Tak BBl X0aUTE U BCE BpEMS CUUTAETE, CUUTAETE. .. HE HAJ0eAaeT?

— Ham mokpoButenbeTByeT 60r TOT, IpUAYMaBIIHA TEOMETPHIO.

— [Toxoxe, ToT — aBTOp BCeX BaIINX MPEMYAPOCTEH.

— VY kaxmoro Oora cBom 3a00TBl, — MHOTO3HAYUTEIHHO TPOU3HEC
I"anHIOAT.

— W xaxneiii crapaeTcs HEe B3BaIMBATh Ha ceOs CIMIIKOM MHOTO, —
YCMEXHYICSI AXEMEHHU].

Ero HacMenuiuBblii TOH 3aleNuyl €TUOTSHWHA, U TOT JKUBO NPUIOMHUII
BUEPAIITHUA CITOP.

— Mexay nmpouum, s Bc€ eimé oOmKeH.

— Bbpock, ceromHs Apyroi JeHb W BCE Ipyroe, — MHPOJIOOHMBO CKa3al
Apcam.

—Kak y Teb6s Bcé npocto! bepéiibes CyauTh 0 TOM, Yero Jaxe He BUACT U
3HAaTh HE MOXKEIllb.

— Ecnu TBI coOupaenibcsi CHOBa HaXBaJIMBaTh Bally OSCIOA00HYIO PEKY, TO
s 3apaHee TOTOB cornamarbes. He xouy OombIe CriopuTs.

— Tel ycTynaems TOJIBKO MOTOMY, — KMIIATWIICA TEMHOKOXHH, — 4YTO HE
NPUHIMAEIIb MEHs BcepbE3. CMOTPHIIL Ha BCeX CBBICOKA. ThHI 3a0BLT — 37€Ch,
B Erunte, Th Takoi xe pald, Kak u s!

— Takoe 3a0ynernb, moxanyi, — B3JIOXHYJ AXEMEHH]I.

— U 3ps THI mBITaembCs BeCTH ce0s Kak HU B 4éM He ObiBasio. [[yis Te0st Bcé
n3MeHmnocs! ¥ Hac Bc€ mo-apyromy!

— He crour Tak KxpuyaTb.
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— Moxer OBITh, MHE TOXXE XOYETCSI OBITh TAaKUM BOT JIETKOMBICICHHBIM
apcKuM ChlHKOM! — ['aHHMOanm OTTONKHYIN Imepca, BAPYT MPOU3HEC TUXO U
OYeHb CephE3HO. — TOIBKO B )KU3HU BCE COBCEM HE TaK, KaK HAM XOUETCS.

He roBops Gosbliie HU CIIOBa, OH pa3BEPHYICS U OBICTPHIM PEIIUTEIHHBIM
maroM momén oOpaTHO, K CBOCH XIDKWHE. ApcaM cpasy IMOHSUI, 4TO ceidac
eMy HY)XHO OCTaTbCsl OMHOMY, ¥ HE CTaJl JOTOHATH npyra. OH pemu, 9To cam
CMOXeT 100paThCst 10 BIAACHUS HOMapxa.

— JlecaTs mpsiMO — TIOBOPOT, IIECTh — €IIE MOBOPOT, — BCIIOMHHAN OH
00BSICHEHHS eTUNTSIHUHA.

[lepc mpuHsICS cuuTaTh AOCOMIOTHO OAWHAKOBHIE POBHBIC KAaHABKH C
Bojoii. Beck cocpemoroumiics Ha STOM 3aHATAW, JOWMIEN JO JECSTOM,
IIOBEPHYJI, HAYAJI CYET CHOBA. ..

— Ogpna, nBe, TpH. ..

[lepc He momHMMAN TOJOBBL, HE OTPHIBAN TIJIa3 OT KBAIpPAaTHKOB IIOJEH,
005Ch TIPOITYCTHTH HYXHBIM opueHTHp. [lepen BTOpEIM MOBOPOTOM, OH BCE e
OCTaHOBHJICS, IOCMOTpEIN B Jaibk. ApcaMmy MOKa3ajlochk, YTO OH CHOBA ITOTal B
YIUBUTEIBHBIA MU Tpe3. ByKBalbHO B HECKOJMBKUX IIarax oT ceOs OH YBHIEI
npekpacHyio AHaxut. JKeHImunHa cMOTpesa Ha HEro YAUBIEHHO, HO YAUBICHUE
BIIOOJIEHHOTO OBLJIO TOpa3io BhIpazuTenbHed. OH OBUI MPOCTO TMOPaXKEH.
3amMep W C TJIyInbIM BOCTOPIOM CMOTpen Ha Jobumyro. OHa 3aroBopuiia
TIEpBOIL:

— Yto T8I 37€CHh Aemaenib? MyX Belb MpHKa3ajd JOCTaBUTH €r0 CYHAYK B
Memdouc.

— DTO HEBO3MOXKHO, — ITOXKAJI IJICYaMHU BEpHBIA pad HoMapxa.

— [Mouemy xe?

— Ceiiuac oH Jiexur Tiyooko Ha nHe Bemmkoro Hwma. Eciam Tombko
0ereMOTHI ero He paCTAIWIIH.

— llytkn 3mece He ymecTHBI! — CTPOTO CKazanma AHAXUT. — JTOT SIIHAK
JENCTBUTEIBHO OYEHb BAXKEH JUIsl BEIUKOTO HOMapxa.
— S TOBOpIO TOJNBKO MpaBAy, — BO3MYTHIICS 30poacTtpuen. — BuuaHo

JIeMOHaM, KOTOPBIX BB 30BETE OOTaMM, TaK 3aX0TEIIOCH.

— Ecnu cynnyk motepsiH, BaM He M30eXaTh HaKa3aHuUs.

— Tak 1B GecniokouIbes 000 MHe? — BIIOOJIEHHBIA IIarHyi K Hed. — S
CYACTJIMBEUILNI U3 CMEPTHBIX.

YBepeHHEIH, 4TO BO CHE eMy MOXKHO BCe, AXEMEHH] XOTeNI OOHITh AHAXHT,
OHa PEe3KO OTCTPaHUJIACh U C pa3Maxy JAaja eMy MOILEUHHY.

— Tak 310 He coH! — yOenuics BITOOIEHHBIN.

— CrpaHHbIl Thl YENIOBEK, — paccMesulach >KEHIIMHA, — TO YTBEpKAaellb,
YTO YMep, TO CHUILIB Ha XO.y.

— 51 681 cam Ha3Bajd ce0s HE TOIBKO CTPAHHBIM, HO MIPOCTO CyMACIIECAIIHAM,
eciau 0 MHE paHbIle paccka3anu 000 BCEM, UTO CO MHOW MPOU3OUAET B ATOU
CTpaHe.
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— W 9T0 X Takoro y HacC HEBEPOSITHOrO OBIIO? — IONMIOOOMBITCTBOBAJIA
KpacaBuIia.

— 51 BmroGmCs.

— PasBe 310 Oe3ymmue?! — mokavana rojoBod AHaxXWT. — XOTs, THI MPaB:
BITIOOUTHCS B KEHY BEPXOBHOTO JKpella 1 HOMapXa MOT TOJIBKO CyMacCIIIeITHA.
HawMm He crout 00 3TOM rOBOPHUTB.

— JKayp, MHE X0UeTCs TOBOPHUTH TOJIBKO O JIFOOBH.

JKenmuaa HaxMypuita OpoBH:

— Bor, 161 omsite. Eciiut He niepecTanenb, s mpocTo yHy.

— Her, ner, s 6yny menats Bc€, 4TO THI IPUKaXKEIITb. [ OBOPUTH O Ipyrom,
TaKk O JPyroMm, — ¢ YJIBIOKOW coriacuics nepc. — Ecimu Bc€ mpoucxonsmiee —
pearbHOCTh, OOBSCHH, OTKY/IA THI 3[IeCh U MoUeMy ofHa. Bens Myx yBE3 TeOs B
Memdouc.

— Ilo pexe HOBOCTH JOJIETAOT OBICTPO, TeM OoJiee, YTO MBI HE YCIIETH
OTILIBITh JTAIEKO. XEpHUXOop pellni Ha Oepery JoXKuaaThcs cBOM cyHAyk. Ho
BMECTO MEIHOTO SIIHKAa HaM IPHHECIH HOBOCTb O POXKACHUHM TEIEHKA —
Areca. Myx cpa3y 3acobupalicsi, He XOTel JIaXke HoueBaTh Ha cyie. S ene ero
OTrOBOpHJIA IUIBITH HOYBIO. 3aTO OH TOAHSUICS HHM CBET HHU 3apst M Cpasy
OpocwJiCcs IPOBEPATH: HACTOSIIMN JIN Arec poauics. A MeHs, CbIHA, CTapyXy-
MaTh ¥ BCEX CIIYT OTIPABIII B IOMECTHE.

— 3HaunT, Xepuxop cO BCEX HOT CIICUIUT Ty/Aa, OTKYy/Ia 5 ceivac umy.

— Tol BUAEN BoIIeOHOTO TeNEHKA? — B3BOJTHOBAHHO CIIPOCHIIA AHAXHT.

— Moskert, OH ¥ BOJINIEOHBIN, — HE CTall CIIOPUTh ApcaM, — HO POJHIICS OH
BITOJIHE OOBIKHOBEHHBIM CIIOCOOOM.

— OTkyza TbI 3HaeHIb?

— 51 mMen K ITOMY HEKOTOPOE OTHOIICHHE, — IOCKPOMHAYAT AXEMEHH.

— A MHe yXacHO JIOOOIBITHO XOTh OJHUM TJIA3KOM B3TJIIHYTH HA JTOTO
qymo-TeNleHKa, — IpU3Haach AHAXUT. — XepHxXop HH 3a 9TO HE B3sUI OBl MECHS
¢ coboi. Bot 51 u pemmia mpoOpaTthes Ty1a He3aMETHO.

— D10 00BACHSIET TBOE HEOXKUIAHHOE TOSBICHIE HAa STOH TPOIMHKE.

— Ckaxwu, Tl BUIeN y Arieca BCe MOJI0KEHHBIC TPU3HAKH?

— OTKya MHE 3HaTh, KAKUM OH JIOJDKEH OBbITH?!

— Ho 161 BUAen y Hero Ha criuHe 6esoro opia?

— [IaTHO MeXmy JomaTkaMu BIIOJIHE MOKHO IPHUHSTH H 3a opiia. beuto Ob1
JKeTaHHe.

— A Ha 10y y HEro MATHBIIIKO eCTh?

— OH BOOOIIE CTpaHHBIN, HE YIOMBHUTEIHFHO, YTO KOpPOBa €IBa HE CIOXJIA,
pPOIUB 3TO Uydesio. MHe Bc€ enié HEMOHATHO, 3a4eM B XpaMe JIepKaTh ObIKa.

— Kak 00bscH:IT MHE My, ATiec TOMOTaeT JKpelaM JeiaTh IpeacKa3aHus
Oyayero.

— UHTepecHo — Kak, — paccMesicst ApcaM, — HEY)KeJH IIeTIeT UM Ha yX0?

— Her, xoneuno, — ynpIOHyNach jkeHa HOMAapXa, — JKPEIbl TOIKYIOT €ro
JBYDKCHUS.

76



— Kak xoTsT, TaKk u TONKyoT?

— OHH Bc€ enaroT 1Mo CTAPHHHBIM CBUTKAM C TOYHBIMH ONHCAHUSIMH BCEX
JIIBIDKEHUN OBbIKA M UX 3HAYECHUH.

— IToxoxe, — mepc caeman 03a00YCHHBIA BUI, — UMEHHO 3TH CBUTKH M
XpaHWJINCh B MEIHOM CyHIyKe Xepuxopa. Hameroch, 3a CTONBKO JEeT OH
BBIYYWJI X COZIEp’KaHUE HAU3YCTh, NHAYE. ..

— Wnaue?.. — obecriokomach AHaxWHT.

— MHave eMy npHIeTCs CIpaIIUBaTh NOACKa3KH y 0ETeMOTOB U IPUIOHHBIX
pHIO.

— Tsl Bc€ mIyTuiib, a MHE BOBCE HE CMEIIHO, — CEPhE3HO MPOHM3HECTa
JKCHIIIMHA, — ©CJIA CBSIICHHBIC CBUTKU ICHCTBUTENHLHO HA THE PEKH, MYX
Oyzaer B 6emeHcTBe! M ycTpoHUT HaM BCeM CTpAIIHYIO KU3Hb.

— Torma Tebe Henmb3st UATH K HEMY OJIHOW! — 3asBHI BIIOONEHHBIN. — S
MIPOBOXKY TEOSI.

— Hu B koem ciyuae! Tak momxydurcs emé Xyxe.

[TompauneBmias xeHa Xepuxopa XOJOAHBIM KECTOM Bejella MepCy HIATH
cBOCH Jmoporoil. A cama, TIyOOKO 3aayMaBIINCh, TMoOpela K XWKHHE
I'ananGana. BiroOaéHHOMY HEe XOTENIOCh OTIYCKaTh AHAXUT, OH TaK U CTOSI,
cmotps edl Bcren. OTOWAS BCEro HECKOJBKO IIaroB, OHAa OOEpHYNACh K
Apcamy:

— Dif, TBI BeOb HEMPABHIBHO HAEIIB, ATA TOPOXKKA HE MPUBEAET TeOs K
BJIaJICHUSIM HOMapXa.

— Ho 151 Beap 11m1a 110 HEH.

— 51 mapouHO nemana OONBIION KPIOK, YTOOBI TOMAIIHHE HE IOTaIajich,
KyZa st uay.

— Beixoaur, s councs co cuety. [lomnst Bce Takue oquHaKoBbIe. Tak CKOJIBKO
HY)XKHO OTYHTHIBATH TETIeph?

— Hano cBepHyTH HammpaBo mociie ImsToro KaHaia.

— Kax rpoMKo BB IMEHYyeTe CBOU TPS3HBIC KAHABKH, — YCMEXHYJICSI TIEpC.

— U xak TBI yMyapsiemibest 3a0IyIUThECST Ha pOBHOM MecTe?! — mapupoBaia
JKeHIIuHA. — My v Oys BHUMAaTelbHee, | JIydllle TOTOpOonuch. Eciu TenéHok
IEHCTBUTEIHHO COOTBETCTBYET BCEM TpPeOOBaHWAM, JKpell IMPOBENET
CHECIHAIBHBIN 0O U IOCiIe HeTo 00s3aTeIHHO TOJDKEH ITOUTH TOMKIb.

— Crnacu60 3a 3a00Ty, — YJIBIOHYJICS BIIFOOIEHHBIMH.

AHaxuT coOpanack TPOJOJDKHUTH CBOW ITyTh, HO CHOBA 3aJeprKanach,
MIOMEIJIHIIIA U BCE JKe CIIPOCHIIA:

— V¥V Tebs nepeBsizaHo TIe40? ITo MO MyX TeOs paHu?

— Emy OBbI X0Te0Ch MeHSI YOUTh, HO OH IUIOXOH CTpesioK. Beé yxke maBHO
3XKHIIO.

— Kakoit sxe Xepuxop aypax, — B3ZOXHYIa )KECHIINHA.

He ckazaB Ooxplne HH cI0Ba, OHAa TOMDIA MPOYb, JaKe MpHUOaBMIIA IIary,
CIIOBHO CTapasch ObICTpee yOeKaTb OT CBOHMX TPYCTHBIX MEICTei. Toibko
yOeIMBIIKCE, YTO HA 3TOT pa3 OHAa HE MepeayMaeT U He BEpHETCS, AXCMEHH
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OTIpaBWIICS Jaibie. TOYHO TOCIETOBAB COBETY XKECHBI HOMapXa, yXKe O4eHb
CKOpPO OH OKa3zajicsl Bo3Jie OacceliHa BO IBOpe IMOMecThs Xepuxopa. HampacHo
nepc HaaesUICs MPOCKONB3HYTh He3aMeueHHBIM. OH HOC K HOCY CTOJKHYJICS CO
cTapoii Mateppio skpema. OHa  cMepWiia €ro IENKHM, HENPHSI3HEHHBIM
B3TJISIIOM M pa3paswiach MIMHHON THpagon. CrmoBa cTapyxa BBIKpUKHBAIIA
PE3KO0 M KapTaBo, CIOBHO JIasla HAa HHO3eMIa. [Ipon3Hochia uxX Tak CTPAaHHO H
Hepa300pUYMBO, YTO, HECMOTPS Ha BCE YPOKH AHAXHUT, ApcaM HE MOT HHYETO
pa3obpate. OH roToB OBIT MaXHYTh PYKOHM HA BO3MYILEHHE CTAPYXH, HO CPEIH
e HesCHBIX 3BYKOB IIPOMENBKHYJIO HMsI ero mobmmoi. [ms Toro, 4rod
BpeoHas MaTh XepHxopa HE 3aMeTWiIa JOJITOr0 OTCYTCTBUSI HEBECTKH,
AXeMeHHIl pelII TepIeNIMBO OTBJIEKAaTh e€ BHMMaHMe Ha cebs. Crapyxa
pacnbusiack BCE Oombine. JlOMONHsIIA CBOW Jlaii BU3TOM W YTPOXKAIOIIMMHU
xkectamu. OHa Ta)ke MPUHSIACH TONIATh HOTAMHU, COBCEM TaK ke, Kak €€ CBIHOK.
He xBaTano TOIpKO HOMBITKH cI0MaTh manky o0 xojeno. Ha e€ Borum u3 moma
BEIOS)KAN XYIOMIABBI CHIHOK HOMapxa. OH NPHHSIICA YCIIOKAaMBAaTh CBOIO
0abKy, a Ta BBIXBaTHJa y HETO M3-3a yXa TOPYABIIYI0 TaM KHCTOYKY MIJIS
MICEMA W, M3JIOMaB M3SIIHYIO BEI[b B MEJKHE IIENKH, MIBBIPHYJA O] HOTH
nHo3emily. CbIH HOMapxXa MpHHSICS OOBICHATH TpeOoBanus YOaumuep. OH
CTapalcsi MPOU3HOCUTH CIIOBA MEUICHHO, W MEPCYy yOaBajOCh IIOHUMATh XOTS
OBl Yepe3 OJHO.

— XeHyy... HOOYUHATECS... KaK BCE... BCETAA... XO34MH... IPUKA3... f...
... o...

ApcaMm TiepecTan BCIYIIMBATHCS B THYCaBBI TOJIOC MOIPOCTKA, C TPYAOM
CICPXKHUBAsICh, YTOOBI He paccMesaThes. Bunenn Obl eruntsHe camu ceds. Toxe
cMesuTch OBl BMecTe ¢ HHM. [lapouka X035ieB BBITJISENa IOBOJIBHO
HETIPUTIBITHO, OYCHb OTKPHITHIC CTHIIETCKHE HapsIObl HE CKPBHIBAIM, a IJIHIIb
OoJpIIe MOTYSPKUBATN WX XyHoOy M KOCTIISIBOCTH. [IJIMHHBIE CMOpIICHHEIE,
KaK CymEHBIH (PUHUK, pyKH Marepn Xepuxopa HEMHOTHM OTIHYAIHNCh OT
YOIUBUTEIBHO XYABIX, HO C HEIIOMEPHO KPYIHBIMH CyCTaBaMH, KOHEYHOCTEH
ero ceiHkKa. O0e300pakeHHOE THEBOM JIMIIO CTapyXHW CHJIBHO HAIIOMHHAJIO
n300paKeHHe CMEpPTH Ha CTapUHHBIX (Qpeckax. Bompekn oxumaHUsIM
AXxeMeHn[a, OHA HE YCIIOKaUBaIach, a JIMIIH Paclaisuiack BCE OOIBIIIE.

«Korpa ke 3T0 BCE KOHUUTCS?» — HEBOJIBHO MOAyMa Apcam.

CJ0BHO B OTBET HAa €ro MbICIAb C €lI€ HeaaBHO 0e300iiayHoro Heba
MIONIIITUCH TIPO3padHbIe CBEXKHE CTpyH HOXIsi. Kazamoch, KTO-TO pa3Becui
BCIOJY TOHKHE BOASHBIE HHUTH. He 3aX0TeB MOKHYTh, CTapyXa pe3Ko
3axJIONHYJIa POT M IIOCIEIIMIA YKPBITBCS B IoMe. JIOBKMI BHYYOK ycIeln
onepenuTs e€. A Tiepc ¢ YIO0BOJIBCTBUEM TOACTABIII U0 TEMIION Biiare. J[axke
POT OTKpBII, JIOBSI JOXIEBBIE Karwid. PaccMarpwBaid MOYTH IPO3padHbIC
pBaHble oONaka. ApcaM NPUTIATUI HAMOKIINE BOJOCHL, OH HacIaKHajcs
MIEPBEIM B €r0 XHU3HH apUKaHCKUM AokaeM. Ho obmaka OBICTPO paccesiuch,
BEICOKOE SICHOE COJHIIC BHOBBH CTaJI0 IIPHUIIEKAaTh, MTHOBEHHO BBICYIIHIO
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MOMABIINE HA KOXY Kamd. llepc B3IOXHYN M OTIpaBWICS B CBOE OOBIYHOE
YKpBITHE OT JHEBHOTO 3HOSI.

Bxons B KOMHAaTy ¢ JByMs CTONOaMH, OH JPYKECKH IIOAMUTHYJ
CTOSIBIIEMY Ha IOy KaMEHHOMY HWIOTY. DBOJBIIEpOTHIE Kapiuk ocTaics
HETIO/IBIKCH, KaK W 1mMomo0aeT KaMHIO. ApcaM NPHBBIYHO YCEJCS y CTEHBI U
OYEHb CKOPO 3acKy4ai 0e3 coOeCeTHUKOB.

— Bot yx He mymai, 9To MHE Tak OyJIeT He XBaTaTh JIIOOUTEIST OOMKATHCSA U
JKAJIOBaThCSI, — B3IOXHYJT AXEMEHH], — CKOpel OBl BepHynach AHAXWUT,
MOXKaJTyH, MHE CTOHUT BCEPhE3 3aHATHCS H3YUCHHEM MECTHOTO SI3BIKA. XOTH. ..
TOYHO TTOHMMATh BCE MPOKIIATHS, KOTOPHIE CHIMST Ha MOIO TOJIOBY Xepuxop U
€ro Mamaria, MHEe BOBCE HE XOUETCH.

PemmB o00patuThcs K TPHATHBIM BOCIIOMHHAHWSM, BIIOONEHHBIA CTaj
nepeduparth B MaMATH ITOIPOOHOCTH CBOMX BCTPEU C JKEHOH HOMapXa, KaKIoe
CKa3aHHOE €I0 CIIOBO, KaXIBIH B3TJLII W KECT. ApcaM YIBIOalCsS AITUM
BOCIIOMUHAHWSIM.

Pe3ko 0aépHYB IMHOBKY, K HEMY MOJIOCKAN 3albIXaBIIUICS JILICHIA CIyra
HoMapxa. OH TOPOIUIMBO TPHHSUICS YTO-TO OOBSACHATH, O0EMMH pyKaMHu
YKa3bIBAJ Ha BBIXOJ.

— BeIcTpo, OBICTPO WATH, — IOBTOPSIT OH, — paboTaTh, paboTAaTh.

— Mowu xo03sieBa — DOOpBIC JIONN, — YCMEXHYICS AXEMEHH[, — BOH Kak
3a00TSTCS O TOM, YTOOBI ST HE CKy4Jall.

Crnenom 3a ciayroii oH miepecék nBop, 00omén OacceiiH W BOIIEN B JOM
Xepuxopa. beiBive emeé HeJaBHO COBCEM ITyCTHIMH, KOPUIOP ¥ OOJBIION 3aJT
OBLIM TECHO 3aCTaBJICHBI CYHIYKaMH U KOpoOaMHu.

— Heyxenu Bcé 3T0 HOMapx yBO3WII ¢ co0oii B Memduc?! — ycoMHHICS
niepc. — Kakoro ke pa3mepa JoJpKHa ObITh €To JIaabs!

HaBcTtpeuy Brpimnza Bcé Ta ke KocTisiBasg crapyxa. OHa TJsgHyJIa Ha
AXeMeHHIa TaK, CJIOBHO XOTela YOWUTh OJHHM B3[NImOM. B oTBer
CaMOYBEPEHHEII 30p0oacTprel] TOIBKO YIBIOHYIICS.

— Hy, uem nomous, 6a0ycs?

CrnoB oHa He pa3zoOpaia, HO, YCIBIIIAB B WHTOHAIMHA paba HACMEIIKY,
HAJIMIACh SOM M 3aKalllsuiack, Oyaro cama ce0s orpaBmia. [lomocmeBmmit
BHYYOK CTaJI JIYIIUTh MaTh XEPUX0pa 110 CIINHE KYJaKOM.

— Munoe cemerictBo! — ycMexHyscs Apcam.

Emé mnponomkas HaApbIBHO KalUIATh, cTapyxa YOaHuep ykazaia
KOCTJISIBBIM TANIBIIEM Ha TPYAY SIIUKOB y CAMOTO BXOJIA U MPOKapKaja 4To-TO
HenoHATHOe. Ho mepc moramaincs, 4to Bc€ HY)KHO pPACCTaBUTH IO CBOUM
MecTaMm.

— MoxHo momymaTh, € IUIT STOTO HE XBATWIO OBl ETHIIETCKUX CIYT,
CIIOCOOHBIX pa30oupath e€ pedn, — BO3MYTHIICS TIepC.

BHyk moBTOpMII TpHKa3zaHHE CTApyXH 4YyTh Ooiiee wWieHoOpaszmempHO. U
JBICHIN Cpa3y CXBATHIICS 3a TPOMAIHYIO ONMKalmIyro Kop3uHy. OH IBIXTEN U
IIBDKIJICS, TSHYI 30 BCEX CHII M BCE XK€ HE MOT COBUHYTH Ipy3 ¢ Mecra. He
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TOPOIISICh, ApcaM OTIPAaBHWICS eMy Ha Momolb. CiiabOCHIBHBIN eTUNITSHUH
ObUT TOJIE3€H TONBKO TEM, YTO NOHUMAal MyApEHBIE MpHKa3bl Xo3sikum. U
HAIPaBILSLT IIepca Ty, TAe OHa XOTeNa BUACTh CBOM CYHIYKH M KOp3UHEL. Ho
Jake eMy OBIIO OYCHB HENETKO YTOIWTH crapyxe. To M memo oHa ykasbiBama
MabIeM B JIEBBIN YTOJI, M KpHJasa:

— Tyna!

A OXIaBIINCH, TTIOKA IPy3 3aTamar B yroj, HeIOBOJIBHO MOPIIIIA HOC U
yKa3bIBaJa Ha IPOTHUBOIIOIOKHYIO CTCHY.

— Her, tyna!

Korma cyHmyk ycTaHaBIHBaJ N y CTEHBI, IPHCMOTPEBIINCH, TOTPY3HUBIIICH
B Pa3MBIIUICHHS, TI0)KEBaB T'y0aMH, OHa CHOBA HEJOBOJIIEHO MOPIIIIIACE.

— Her, tyna!

KoctasBeril maner BHOBb yKa3bIBal Ha MyCTOM JIEBBIN YTroj, OHAa HayMHAIA
OpaHUTHCS U OPBI3TATh CIFOHOM.

— Tyna, Tyna, 6sicTpO!

Cryru IOKOPHO MOJYMHSITUACH U TaCKaIH TsDKEJICHHBIE SIIUKH TyAa-clofa,
cTapasich YrOIUTh Kanpu3HO# xo3siike. [lepc Kocwmiics Ha pacmoiOKEHHYIO B
YOIy y3KYIO JIECTHHI[y Ha BTOPOM 3Tax, omacasch, 94TO MaTepu Xepuxopa
npuAéT B TOJOBY MOJHMMATh Tpy3 HaBepx. Kpome Apcama u mwicoro,
pazbopoM Beleld ObIITH 3aHATHI €MIE YeTBEPO. DTO TOJIBKO JOOABIISIO CYyeThl H
Hepa30epuxy, a mopsiaka B goMe Bcé He mpubaBisuiocs. Bee ycrenn u3psaaHo
3aMy4YHTHCS U yCTaTh, a MaTh Xepuxopa yTOMHIIACh Ooiblne BceX. Hakonen
yOopka Hazoena el OKoHJaTeIbHO. [ poMKO 00pyraB HEpaaUBHIX CIIYT, CTapyXa
yIula KyAa-TO B MJajbHIOID KOMHATy. HeMHOro momemnmmB, IOCTOSB B
3ayMYNBOCTH, BHYK IIOCIIENOBall 3a Hel. YOay cpasy paccenuch MpsMO Ha
oy, Nake Tja3a TMPHUKPBUIM C BUAOM KpailHEro M3HEMOXKCHHSA. ApcaMm ¢
YIOBOJIECTBHEM YCEJICS Ha Kpail OOJNBIIOrO SIIIKA, OYeHb IOXOXKETro Ha TOT,
9TO0 OHM ¢ ['aHHMOAIOM YyTONMHIM B peKe, TOJbKO OH He ObT CHaOXEH
YIOOHBIME PYYKaMH IS IEPECHOCKH.

«Toxe, HeOOCh, Kakue-HHOYIb KpeUeCcKrue aTpUOyThI», — OAyMAJ Mmepc. —
Moxet OBITh, Xepuxop ¥ HEe 3aMETUT OTCYTCTBHUS OJHOTO SIIIUKA, — THXOHBKO
CKa3al OH BCIYX.

— Hanpacno Hageembcs, - yCIBIIA  BIIOOJNEHHBIM 3a CIIHHOMN
MEJIONUYHBIA TOJIOC AHAXUT, — MYX OTJIMYHO IIOMHHT, YeM HAOWUT KaKIbIH
€ro CyHAyK.

ApcaM TIOBepHYJICS K YJIBIOAaBIIEHCS S>KEHIMHE, OTKPBUT POT, YTOOBI
CIIPOCUTB, HE 3aMETUJI JIU €€ Xepuxop, a OHa BOCKIIMKHYJIA:

— Cmortpu, BoH oHa!

U nerko cxoip3HyJIa MUMO HETO. B TOT caMblil yroJIoK, KOTOPBI HE AaBaj
IIOKOSI MaTepH HOMapxa. AHAXWT HAKIOHWIACH U TOAXBATHJIA C IOJIa OeIyIo
KOIIKY. XyOylo, HU3SAMHYI0, C TIamKoi OiecTsmied mepcTpio, OONbIINMU
ylIaMH, JJMHHBIMU JlallaMd M XBOCTOM. Tak He IOXO0XKYI0 Ha TOJICTBIX
ITyIIACTHIX YBaIbHEH, OpOJUBINUX IO TapeMy MaTepH Apcama.
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— Oro Mos MmoOuUMUIlA, — CKa3alia )KeHa HoMmapxa, — s Ha3Bana e¢ bacr, B
yecTh OormHu-KomKH bacrer.

— Emé ogHa GoruHs, — ycTanao B3IOXHYT AXEMEHHI.

Komka memoBompHO népraja XBOCTOM, HE XOTENA CIOKOHHO CHIETh Ha
pyKax. AHaxuT OTIycTWia e€ Ha MOJ, MOmIaAWiIa TMAJKyl CIUHKY. bacrt
3aypyaina, HO CTPEMHUTEIBHO IOPKHYNA KyIa-TO 3a OOJBIITYI0 KOP3UHY.

— Ona OouTcs MyXX4HH, — O0BSCHWIIA XO03sHKa KOIIKU. — Buaen ObI ThI, Kak
bact ncnapanana n nokycana Xepuxopa. OHa ero Teprerb He MOXKET.

JIro60mBITHOE KUBOTHOE BBITIISIHYJIO W3 CBOETO YKPBITHSA, IPUCITYIINBASCH
K pasroBOpY; IPH OZHOM YIIOMHHAHHHM WMEHH HOMapxa, BBHITYCTHJIA KOTTH,
3ammmena. YCIOKOWBIINCh, TE3Ka OOTHHM pemmiach BEIOpaThCS H3-3a
KOp3WHBL. ['pammo3HO BHIIATWBasi, MPHOIN3UIACE K IEPCY U, K €r0 HEMAaIOMY
YIUBIEHUIO, IPUHSUIACH TEPEThCSI 00 ero Hory. JKeHImmHy Takoe oBeAeHue e
TFOOMMHUIBI TOPa3Wio0 W CMyTWIO0. TONBKO dYTOO 3TO CKpPBHITh, AHAXHT
paccMesiach:

— Te1 mpuméncs eit mo Bkycy. JlaBait mpoBeprM, HACKOJIBKO MOSI HEIOTpOra
petmna tebe 1oBepsATh. Maem.

Ona moBena mepca B COCEOHIOI0 KOMHATY, TI€ B YKPOMHOM YTOJKE, 3a
OYepeTHBIM OOUTHIM MENBI0 CYHAYKOM, CKPBIBAIAach MaJIeHbKasl KOp3uHKa. M3
He€ CIBIIIANICS TOHEHBKUH MUCK. ApcaM 3ariisiHyl B TEMHBIM yroJ, KOp3WHKa
ObUIa ITOJTHA KPOXOTHBIMH Pa3HOIBETHBIMH KOTsTaMH. I'po3Has mamama bact
CIIOKOMHO M BEChbMa OJIATOCKIIOHHO B3Wpaja Ha BCEX C BBICOTHI METHOTO
SATIHKA.
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I'naBa TpeTbst

JIOPOT'A K TOPOJTY MEPTBBIX ...couveovveeereeeeseeseseessseeneee

I'naBa yerBépras

PABCKUM TPV L ..ooeoeeeoeeeeeeeeeeeeee e

I'maBa naras

BOJIOTOM TOPOT c..oveeeeoeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee e rer e en e

I'maBa mecras

HOBAS JKHU3HD ..o

I'maBa cegpmas

PEAJIBHOCTD ..o

I'maBa BocbMas

ETUIETCKUE KPECTBAHE ...

I'maBa nessitast

JIETEHABI VI CHBL ...,

I'maBa mecsaras

[EPBBIN ETUMTETCKUM JOXKID ..o
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Ot m3parenst
Poman Amnsbl YepnbimeBoit «Uyxue ©Oorum», paszymeercH,
HamucaH Kak €OWHOE 1eJ0€, HO BO3MOXHOCTH H3AATENSA
MO3BOJIMJIM M3aTh ATOT POMAaH TOJBKO TakKUM O0pazoM — B TPEX
yacTsax. Hanetoch, 3TO HE TMOMEMIaeT YWUTATeNsIM pOMaHa
BOCIPUHUMATH €0 TaK K€, KaK OH HAIHCaH, — €INHBIM LIENBIM.

Tupax 50 sx3.
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