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I'ntaBa oquHHAIUATAS

3HAMEHME

3a STHM YMHJIHTENBHBIM 3aHSATHEM HEBECTKY M paba 3acrana MaTb
Xepuxopa. Camo co6oif, cTapyxa mpuiuia B OEIIeHCTBO.

— AHaxut! — HCTEpUYHO 3aBoIwia YOauHep, BHOBb MPHHSJIACH OpBI3TaTh
CITIOHOU M BEIKPUKUBATH CBOM HETIOHSTHBIE PYTraTebCTBRA.

— TeOe myulie uCUE3HYTh OTCIOJ1a, — LIEMHYNa AHAXUT Mepcy.

Baro6naéuueii roToB OBUT 3amumiate €€ OT JI00BIX ONACHOCTEH, HO
IPEKpPacHO MOHUMAJI, YTO €0 BMEIIATEIHCTBO TOJNBKO YCHIUT SIPOCTh CTAPYXHU
U HaBpeauT emé Oonpine. Pa3mocamoBaHHbIi, AXEMEHH] BRIHY)KICH OBLT THXO
U HE3aMETHO cOeXaTh.

Ho BepHyThCS B CBOE TIOTHOE YeAMHEHHUE BIIFOOIEHHBIN ObUT He B crax. OH
mén yepe3 JABOP HAPOUUTO MEJUIEHHO, 3ajaepkaics y Oacceitna. Tam ero
HarHaJ CMYTIIBIA OOJNBIIEPOTHIA MaTbUUIIKA-CTHITTSIHHH.

— l'ocmoska BENUT, — BHIMTATWII OH IO CUPHICKH.

SI3BIK SIBHO eMy OBbLT HE 3HAKOM, ¥ OH IMPOU3HOCHII 3a3yOpeHHy0 (pa3y, He
TIOHUMAs CMBICTIA.

— Haunbie, uto nansie? — Apcam ctapancsi BEHOMHUTH €THIIETCKUE CIIOBA.

— I'ocioka BenuT, — MOBTOPHJI IIOCIAHEIl, HAMOPIIII JIOO, BCIIOMHHAS, YTO
Janplie, 1 COOOIIMI PaJOCTHO, — BETUT CUAETh TUXO, OHA cama MPUIET.

AXeMeHH] KHUBHYJI B 3HaK TOTO, YTO MPAaBWJIGHO MOHSI IIPHKa3, M
MOCTIAHHUK CIIOMS TOJIOBY Opocwicsi 0OpaTHO, 0O0SICh, YTO €ro OTCYTCTBHE
3aMeTAT. A TIepc OCTaJICs KIaTh AHAXHUT.

«HagepHoe, cienyer yoparbces € IJ1a3, — pa3MbILUISLT OH, — HO IIPOAOJIKATD
JOOPOBOJIEHO CHAETH BO3JIE CTOJIOA, K KOTOPOMY MEHS JIBa’KAbI IPUKOBBIBAJIH,
ceifuac BbIIIE MOUX CHJI.

Matp Xepuxopa HEOXKUIAHHO OKa3allach ero coro3Huueil. [locne JIMHHBIX
00BsIcHeHHH AHaxXWT, 4TO, OOWIAasCh C IUICHHHMKOM, OHAa TOJNBKO BEIMOJHSET
MpUKa3 MyXka, MOKeJIaBIIero, 4T00 MHO3eMell BBIyYHII SA3bIK CBOEIO TOCIOMHA
U MOr OBl JIydYllle HCHOJNHATH JIOObIC TpPUKA3aHWS, CTapyxa pa3pelinia
npoAoDKaTh ypokd. OJHaKO oOHa He Morja OOOWTHCh 0e3 CTpPOrux
HACTaBJICHUH U Belelda AHAXHUT BCETa OCTaBaThCSA Ha BUAY.

— 51 nomxkHa Bac BHICTH U OBITH YBEPEHHOM, YTO THI BEJCIIb Ce0sl TOCTOWHO
C 9THM X€HYY, — Ope3TIMBO MOPIACH, M3PEKIa OHA, HEMHOTO YCIIOKOHMBIIHCE.

— I'me ke Ham JydIie 3aHUMAThCSI? — CKPOMHO OITyCTHJIA T71a3a AHAXUT.

Yb6anHep modyBCcTBOBajia ceOsl TJIABHOM, CaMOJOBOJBHO YIBIOHYNIACH
0e33y0bIM  PTOM, 3aayMaliach, CIIOBHO MpPUHHMAsi Ba)XHOE pCIICHHE,
MIPOM3HECIIA BEJIMYECTBEHHO!



— S1 momarato, caMbIM NPaBWIBHBEIM OyJeT BEIOPATh MECTO, OTKPHITOE CO
BCEX CTOPOH.

— Hanpumep, Bo ABOpe? — MpeiioKuia MOJIOAas KEeHIIUHA.

— MoxHO M BO JBOpe, — MWJIOCTMBO COrJacwiach crapyxa. — Bor y
OacceitHa ObLIO OBI XOPOIIIO.

[loBuHysiCh €€ npuKa3y, AHAXUT IOIUIA UCKATh CAMHCTBEHHOTO IUICHHUKA
Xepuxopa. 1 nama Apcama Ha TOM CaMOM MECTe, KOTOPOE€ TaK HACTOWYHUBO
PEKOMEH/I0BajIa el CBEKPOBb.

— Wwmeit BBUAY, — cpa3y mpeaynpenuia oHa, — YOaHuep 30pKO CIEAUT 3a
Ka)XIIbIM TBOUM JBHKCHUEM.

— O0emiaro OBITH OYCHB OJIAarOpa3syMHBIM, — YIIBIOHYJICS TIEpC.

— U cnenaii cepb&3HOE NUIIO, Y CTApYXH OTIIMYHOE 3peHue. OmATh NpuaETcs
eil 0OBICHATH, YeEMY TaK PaJOBaJICs XCHYY.

— A dTO TBHI CKa3asia B MPOILIbII pa3?

— YecTHO roBoOpsi, MHE OBLIO HEJNETKO YOeIUTh MOJ03PUTENbHYIO CTapyXy B
TOM, YTO I HE UMeJla HUKAaKOro 3JI0r0 YMBbICTIa, KOTla MOKa3bIBaia Te0e KOTHAT.

— YeM He yroaunm ei Kotsta?

— CJMIIKOM JOJITO OOBACHATH, KaKH€ CTpalllHble MBICIU OpojsaT B e
roJjioBe, — yabIOHy1ach AHaXUT. — Sl cka3ana crapyxe, 4To 0ObsCHsIa Tebe, Kak
B ETUIIETCKOM SI3BIKE 00pa3yroOTCs U3 KOTOB — KOTSITA, U3 YTOK — yTATA.

— Bputo Ob1 ¥ B caMOM Jefie MHTEPECHO Pa300paThCsi CO BCEMHU STUMH
3BEpATaMH.

— UYto %, MOXHO 3aHATHCS U ITHM.

JKenmmHa npucena Ha BBICOKHNA Kpal OacceifHa CIIMHOW K JOMY HOMapXxa,
OTKyZia CBepJui e€ He MO rojaMm 30pKUi, HEYCBIHBIA B3I crapyxu. Ilepc
IpUCeN Ha HOYTUTEIHFHOM PAaCCTOSIHUH, YTOO HE CKOMIIPOMETHPOBATH AHAXUT,
HO YIIBIOHYJICS TYKaBO.

— A TbI coOupanach 3aHATHCS YEM-TO IPyTuM?

— He roBopu riynoctu! — BenbIxHyna )xeHa HoMapxa. — S ToJIpKo momarana,
470 TeOe Topasio OOJIbIE PUTOAITCS COBCEM JIPYTHE CIIOBA.

— Koneuno, coBcem apyrue. Ckaxu, Kak JIydlie OOBSCHUTh CTUNTSHUHY,
YTO OH HE JIOCTOMH COOCTBEHHOM cynpyru?

JKenmmHa pomosrdana B OTBET, a BIFOOIEHHBIA TTPOIOJDKAIT:

— Emé MHe o4eHb X0ueTcs 3HaTh, KAKUMH CIIOBaMHU OOBSCHUTH XEpUXOPY,
YTO €r0 MECTO B XJIEBY CO CBUHBSIMH, KOpoBaMU U Tenaramu? KcraTth, ObIYOK,
pOAMBIIMIACS BUEpa, MOAOMIEN HA poib Ameca?

Ha sTot Bonpoc Anaxut pemnnach OTBETUTb.

— Pa3Be TbI He Buaen noxas?

— Jlo’)kauk OBUT MpEKpacHBId, OH TaK BOBPEMsS MPOTHAN IPOYb 3IIOLIYIO
Math Xepuxopa.

— HanpacHo Tl €€ 3nmuiib, — B3IOXHYJAa JKEHLIMHA, — B 3TOM JIOME,
ompezeNieHHo, Y 0anHep — Ii1aBHAS.

— E& cpodHO HY)XHO OTIIPaBHTh Ha MOKO POJIMHY, Kuia Obl cebe B rapeme,
ObLy1a OBl JIeHuBas U 0JIaTOCTHAsA U HUKEM Obl He KOMaH/I0BaJIa.
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— Kpome cnyr, — AnHaxur HamMeKHyla Ha HE3aBUJHOE HbIHEIIHEE
MoJIoXKEHNEe AXEMEHHUAA, — K TOMY XK€ s TOKe JKuia Obl B TapeMe.

— Iloxanyii, uHOrAa s paj, YTO OKa3aicd HUMEHHO 371eCh, — CEPHE3HO
npuzHaics Apcam. — Jlaxe aymarh He X04y, YTO MOS KH3Hb MOTJIa OBl TONTH
MO-IPYTOMY, U s OBl HUKOTJIa HE BCTPETWJI TeOS W HE YKpal OBl JKeHY Y
HOMapxa.

— Tol criuikoM yBepeH B cebe.

— PasBe 310 mioxo?!

— He 3Hato, — B3J0XHyJa KpacaBulla, — MHOTHE TBOU CIJIOBa 3By4aT Kak
BBI30B Ooram.

— OHH y’Ke IPUBBIKIIN, — YCMEXHYJICS TUIEMSHHUK 1apst [1apcer.

— MHe cTpamHo OT 3TUX pedeil, — Mmpu3Hajlach AHaXuT, — MOKa Thl He
HAaroBOPWII eIé Yero-HuOyAb, AaBail JydIle yIUTh CTHITETCKHH.

VY Hor Apcama mpobeskan Be3Jiecylnnii ckapabeld, ¥ mepc CpocHil, yKa3aB
Ha HEro:

— Kak, HanpuMep, erunTsiHe Ha3bIBAIOT ATy OYKAIKy?

— Xemnepep, em€ ecTb CBAIICHHAas MHOTOHOXKKa — Xema. Ho MBI omsiTh
OTBIICKJINCh, 3a4eM TeOe HaceKoMble, sl JOJDKHA HAay4uTh TeOs MOHUMATb
KOMaHJbl W MPUKa3bI.

Tspkenmo B3MOXHYB, BIIOONEHHBIA NPHHSIICS TEPHEINBO IIOBTOPATH 3a
>KEHOW HOMapxa HeOJIaro3By4HbIE €THIIETCKUE CJIOBA U HEBOJIBHO Pa3MbIIILISII
0 TOM, 4TO He cTaji Obl MHcaTh JTIOOOBHBIE CTUXU Ha 3TOM s3bIke. [loxanyi, on
nofomeén Obl IS OMMCAaHWs OUTB M CPAKCHHUH, NMPOKIATHA M yrpo3 B axpec
BparoB. JIMpHYHO HACTPOCHHOMY BIIOOJIEHHOMY ETHIIETCKHHA HpPABHICS BCE
MeHble. [ He BeiepxKaB, OH BHOBb TIpepBaj YpOK:

— A Kak THI JICUWIIb TIeYadb B 3TOM CKy4dHOM MecTe? — HEOXXHIaHHO
CIPOCHII OH.

— Jleuy nmeyans? — nepecnpocuia KeHIIHHA.

— 51 He moBepIo, UTO TeOe HUKOTAA He OBIBAET TPYCTHO PSIOM CO CTAPHKOM
Xepuxopom.

AHaxWT nleYaibHO OMYCTHIIA TOJIOBY, 3alyMaliach, 0TO3Bajach HE cpasy:

— Korzna MHe cTaHOBUTCSI TOCKJIMBO, — TUXO MIPOU3HECHA OHA, — Sl YXOXKY K
MOPIO.

— 51 u 3a0bu1, 4TO THE-TO 34€Ch €CTh Oeper, Ha KOTOPBIM MEHS BBIHECIO
nocie KopaOneKpyIIeHHs.

— DTO JOBOJIBHO JTAJIEKO, HO S OYCHB JIFOOJII0 CMOTPETH Ha BOJIHBL

— Crenmyromuii pas, korma Tebe CTaHET TPYCTHO, — HEXHO MPOU3HEC
BITIOOJIEHHBIHN, — BO3BMU MeHsI c000# K MOpIO. ..

Apcam XoTen B3ATh AHAXUT 32 PYKY Tak, YTOOBI €ro jKecTa He OBUTO BUIHO
U3 IoMa...

MrHoBeHHO Ha Hero oOpymuiack 4€pHas HENpOTJsAHAas TbMa — YEpHee,
yeM Jiro0asi HOub. [OopsAYMi TUTOTHBIM BO3MYyX BOKPYI HAITOJHWICS NIYMOM
BEeTpa W IIypIIaHWEM INecka. J[pImmaTh cTamo HEBO3MOXKHO M3-33 THICSY
Menbuaimux necynHoK. OHHM HOCWIIMCH BOKPYT, CIOBHO B 0€3yMHOM TaHIIE.
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Meprianu MEPTBEHHBIM T'OJyOOBaThIM OTCBETOM. KpoMe mMX BHXpsS BOKpPYT HE
ObU10 HUuero! BHe3amHO 3TOT CTpalIHBIA MOTOK 3aBEPHYJCS B TYIOM XKI'YT,
CKOJIB3HYJI y HOT, CJIOBHO rpomajHas 3mes. UyaoBuiiHas koOpa moJHsia
rojoBy Bbiule, Bbime... OHa HaBucia Haa ApcaMoM, pasuHysla OTPOMHYIO
nacTh W norjotwia nepca. OH 3a0XHYJICS, 3aKPbLI [J1a3a. ..

Kap pe3ko cMeHmIICs )KYTKUM XoJjiogoM! Apcam TOHYIN B JIEASHOW BoJe.
OTyassHHBIM [JBIDKEHHEM OH BBIPBAJICSA Ha IIOBEPXHOCTh. 371eCh OBLIO
ocJenuTenbHO cBeTio. CTpEeMHTENFHOE TEYEeHHE TIYyOOKOW pPEeKH Oypimio
MEXAy OONpIIMX BaXyHOB. Morydas cuja Talliia IUIOBOA K TPO3HBIM
noporaMm. MoIHasi TTOJHOBOAHAS peKa, 3akaTash MEXKIY BBICOKHX Oeperos,
OIJIyLIMTEJNILHO peBena. BioxuB Bce cuiabl B IOCIEIHUM PBIBOK, IEpc
VXBaTHJICS 3a CKOJB3KUH KaMeHb. Pexa Omia ero TsHKEIBIMH BOJHAMH, C
HEBEPOSITHOM CHJION CTpEeMHJIaCh OTOpPBAaTh OT  CIIACUTEIHLHOW OIOPBHI.
AXeMeHHU]] 10 ITOJIHOTO U3HEMOKEHHSI CONPOTUBIISIICS CTUXHH. . .

OH Ha MHT MTOYYBCTBOBaN ceOsl moOeauTeNeM, IepeBen 1yX. B MrHoBeHue
OKa BOJHBIA MOTOK BHOBb CMEHWJICA MecyaHoi Oypei. Bc€ Bokpyr ObLIO
IPA3HO-KENTHIM: B He0O, 1 3eMisl. HeBO3MOXKHO OBLIO OmpenennTh, TAE BepX,
rae Hu3. YenoBeka KpyTWIO CyMacIlEAIIUM BUXPEM IecKa, JIHILIas BCETo, 4TO
OH 3Ha’i ¥ JoOmwi. OcraBanack TOJBKO MYCTHIHA ¢ €€ MOIIHBIM xapoM. Jlaxe
Ha CcTpaXx He ObUIO cmi. ApcaMm TMpoman, pacTBOpWiIcsS B OECKOHEUYHOM
CTPEMUTENIbHOM TaHIle Necka. M3 HeBeposATHOW Jaiu JOHEeccs BIACTHBIN
YBEPEHHBII T'OJIOC:

— Iomuu! Ter mump necumnka! KpoxoTHas mnecunmHka niepen Ooramu
Benukoro Erumnral!

— V¥V wMens apyroit bor, — mpoxpumen AxeMeHHJ, — a Bac BCEX He
CYLIECTBYET...

OH, CIOBHO C OTPOMHOM BBICOTHI, PyXHYN Ha 3emiio. [lepc memmun
OTKPBITH I1a3a. Bokpyr ObUIO Tak THXO, YTO 3BEHENO B yIIaX, — HU IIypIIAHUS
mecka, HU péa BoAbL. CIOKOWHBIM BO3MYyX OBIT  YHCT M HEIMOJBHIKCH.
AXeMeHH]] pBIBKOM BCTaJ HA HOTH, OCMOTpEJICS BOKPYT. MupHast 00BIIEHHOCTD
mopasmwna ero. OH OmATh OBUI B ONOCTHUICBIICH IONYTEMHOW KOMHATE,
VKpAIIEHHOM JByMs TOJICTBIMH CTONOaMH. Y BXOIa TEMHela KaMeHHas
cratysTka baca. Beé kak Bcerna. ..

— Ho... 51 e ropopunt ¢ AHaxut! — BcrioMHU Apcam. — ['ie xe oHa? I'ne
Oacceitn? Crapyxa, HaOJIr0/IaBIIas 32 HAMH U3 1oMa?

Bito6néHHbIN ObUT BO3MYIIEH JI0 TIYOWHBI ayiid. Be€ octanbHOE, TOIBKO
YTO IPOMCXOIUBIIIEE C HUM, 3aHUMAaJI0 AXEMEHHU1a TOpa310 MEHbILIE.

— Yto ona moaymana! 51 u cam He MOTY Jlaxe MPeACTaBUTh, KAK OKa3aJcCs
371€Ch. A KaK BCE 3TO BBHITJISIENIO CO CTOPOHBI?

Haxoner ero MbIcb BepHYJIach K 3aBEPIIMBIIEMYCS TOIBKO YTO OE3yMHIO.

— Cyas 1o BceMy, STHM JKYTKUM BecelbeM s 00s13aH MECTHBIM OOXKaM, —
paccyxnai nepc, — U Bc€ KOHUMIOCh, KaK TOJIBKO I BCIOMHUJI CBOET'0 €MHOTO
oora... Kakoii e s rpemHuk! C Tex mop, Kak momnai CrJIa, TOJBKO U JIeNaro,
YTO CIIOPIO CO 3BEPOT0JIOBBIMHU JIEMOHAMH, & BCE 00PAIbI 3a0pOCHIL.
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OpHaKo caMOyBEpEeHHBIH 30poacTprel] HEeJ0TO IPEeIaBaJICsl COKPYIICHUSM.
OH TyT xe Haien cebe onpaBaaHue:

— Bcé€ Haganock ¢ Toro, 4to Mope 3a0payio cede MO mosic, 1a ¥ OTHS B 3TOH
KOMHATYIIKE BOBCcE HeT. HeT maske BoIbI, 9TOO XOTh pa3 OOMBITH PYKH U JIHIIO,
— Mepevrcssl Iepc, — Kakas YK TYT MOJMTBA ISATh pa3 B JieHb. HacTaBHHMK
Bceraa TpeOoBal CBITO COONIONATh BCE YacTH OOpsia, a Yy MEHS OCTaIHCh
TOJIBKO TEKCTHI B ToJioBe. U pa3Be s He BCOMUHAN HX... A 49TO emé MHe
ocTaBajoch?!

YCnokouB TakuM 00pa3oM CBOIO IPOCHYBIIYKOCS COBECTb, AXEMEHU] BCE-
Takd Jan cebe 3apoK BO YTO OBl TO HH CTaJI0 HCIONHATH IIOJOKCHHBIE
3opoactpuiickue oOpsasl. [lepBrIM 1emoM OH cTal BCIOMHUHATH, HE MPOITYCTHI
JU 3[eCh OJMH W3 TSATH MPa3JHUKOB, U CaM PaccMesuics HajJ COOCTBEHHOM
HEBHUMATEIBHOCTBIO:

— MHe yXe KaXeTcs, 4TO S IIPOXKIJI 31eCh OECKOHEYHO AONT0. A BeIb Ha
caMoM JieJie MOXKHO TIOCUMTATh JHU, KOTOpPBIE 5 poBei Ha Erunerckoii 3eme.
Ecnu  TOT HeynauyHbIi MOPCKOM MOXOJA, KOTOpPBIM 3a0pocuil MeHs Cloja,
KaM06u3 mpeanpuHsuT moyYTH cpa3y MOCie BEIMKOTO Mpa3aHUKa HOBOTO T0/1a, TO
JI0 CIIEeIYIOIUX MPa3IHUYHBIX IHEH elle yiiMa BpeMEHH.

3opoacTpuel] BBIIENT M3 CBOEr0 CYMpayHOro YOEXHWINa Ha 3alUThIiA
COJIHIIEM JBOD, AJISl TOTO YTOOBI OIPENEIUTh BPEMsI THSI.

— Tenepsb r1aBHOE — HE MPOITYCTUTH BPEMS 3aKaTa U BeUEpHEH MOJIUTBBI.

I'opsuee ceetuio Ob1I0 €€ BBICOKO B HeOe. BHUMaHNe ApcaMa nmpuBiex
ITerybact — ceiHOK Xepuxopa. Ilepc marHyn Hazaa B TCHb OT CTPOCHHS H
HaOII0a)l, KaK, BOOPYXHBIIUKCS OOJBIIMM KPAacHWBBIM JYKOM, 3((EKTHBIM
JKECTOM OH TMOAHAJ OpY)KHE JIEBOW PYKOW, YBEPEHHO NpPWIATWIl CTpeny,
o0nm3an yka3zaTeIbHBIM IMajiel, MOAHSI Haj TOJIOBOH, MOBEPTEN, OMPENeIIsisi
BETEp, IMOMI000BANICS KPAacHBOM TEHBIO, IOBEPHYNCS, MOCMOTpEN C APYroit
CTOPOHBI M CTaJl HATATHBATh TETUBY. 3PEJHILIE Cpa3y CTANO0 YMOPHUTEIbHBIM.
[lerybacT Hampsr Bce MBIMIB XyJOH pyKH, IHUIO ETHNTIHWHA CTajo
COCPEIOTOUEeHHO-3BepCKIM. OH CKpekeTan 3y0amu, TSHYN W30 BCEX CHI, HO
JYK U HE IyMal BBEITMOAThCS, a TETHBA HATSIHYJACh JIMINb clierka. [lapeHs B
cepauax Opocus1 OpyXkHe MOoJ] HOTH, TOIHYJ, COBCEM TakK ke, KaK €ro rnararia,
MONIyTIaJ CBOW XIJIBIE MYCKYJBI, HA yOWBICHHE OCTAICS TOBOJICH M CHOBA
noaHsAN JykK. [loBTopmiiack >KMBOMMCHAS CLiEHA C BOMHCTBEHHOH MO30H H
paccMmaTpuBaHueM cBoed TeHH. [loBepTeB JyK B pykax, mapeHb NpUIIeN K
BBIBO/IY, UTO B €r0 HEyJaue BUHOBaTa HEMpaBWiIbHAs cTpena. OH akKypaTHO
MOJIOKWJI Opy)KHe  Ha Kpail OacceiiHa W moOexan B JIOM 3a HOBOW.
BepuyBmiuchs, OH, HENONATO AyMas, cJOMaj IEPBYI0 U CTal TILATEIbHO
MPWIAXUBATE HOBYIO CTpely. MaHeBp oka3aicsi HampacHbIM. llo3a mydnnka
HO-TIpe’)KHEMY Oblila BETUKOJIENHA, HO Tyras TETUBA TaK M HE IIOJIAaBANIACh
CBIHY HOMapXa.

Xymo#t IlerybacT OBICTPO YTOMHJICS OT CBOMX OCCILIOMHBIX YCHIIUH.
Pemn, 9ro 1 Ha 3TOT pa3 MPUUMHOM €ro Heyay CTalld HEAOCTAaTKH cTpebl. 1
OH COCpEIOTOUMIICS Ha MX u3ydeHuu. llomynan manpLeM ocTpue, YKOJOJICH,
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OWKHYJ, MOTPSC PYKOH, 4To0 wn30aBUTHCS OT Oo0iHM. 3a4eM-TO MOIHEC K
JUIMHHOMY HOCY, MOHIOXall 0eloe ONEepeHUe CTPENbl, MOMOPIIWICS, YUXHYII,
paznpaxénHo Opocw e€ B mbutb. CreoM 3a crpenoil mosieren Jyk. ChlH
Xeprxopa CMavHO IUTIOHYI U C PEIINTEIBHBIM BUAOM yOAIMICS B IOM.

— W gro, 310 BCE?! — pazouapoBaics nepc. — MeHs 3a0aBIsuId €ro MyKH.

OH mojoXJan emeé HeMHOro, HO ETHITSIHAH HE BO3BpaIlancs. AXeMeHUN
PEIIMIICS BEIMTH U3 CKPBIBABIICH €r0 TCHH, TOOMIEN U TIOAHSIT OPYIKHE.

— Heyxenu y HoMapxa qyk KakoH-To 0coOeHHbI?! — ycomHuncs Apcam.

OH IPWIOKWI CTPEIy, UTPAIOYN HATSIHYJ TETHBY M MYCTHJI €€, HE LEISCh.
IIpocto Bmamp, KyZa-TO MEXIy psAaaMd (UHUKOBBIX MalbM. Bpicoko
NOJHSBIIASCS CTpeNa CBUCTHYJNAa B BO3AyXE, M KOHEI €€ HEOKUIAHHO
BCIBIXHYJ, CIIOBHO OH OBUT OOMOTAH IIEPCTHIO U MOONOKEH.

— Onsath Hokychl 60roB, — paBHOAYIIIHO 3aMETHI AXEMEHHUI.

Ero yxe mepecTtanu mopakaThb yIMBHTEIBHBIC COOBITHS MOCIETHHUX JHEH.
AXeMeHH]] CTapalicsi PYKOBOJCTBOBAaThCS HACTABICHUSAM Je[a, JIIOOMBIIETO
MIOBTOPSTH, YTO Iaph JOJDKCH B3UPATh HA BCE XIIATHOKPOBHO.

— Ilmoxo, 9TO 3TOT Aypak cloOMaa BTOPYIO CTpenmy, 0e3 Heé JyK Tak ke
Oecrione3eH, Kak Jt00as majika, — B3ZOXHYN nepc. — [IpaBay roBopun men: s
CIIMILIKOM 4acTo JEHWCTBYIO, He ycneB nogyMarb. Ctonino Obl mpubepeys cTpeiy
¥ HalTH KyJa JTydIlee TPUMEHCHNE ¢IUHCTBEHHOMY BBICTPEIY.

OH HaJMEHHO YIBIOHYINCS, MPEICTaBUB CTPaX XEpHUXopa, MOPaKEHHOTO
TEM, YTO pad LEIUTCS B HErO U3 €ro XKe JIyKa.

— Yk 51 ObI HE IPOMAXHYJICS, — C YIPO30i Opocui Apcam, — TOIBKO. ..

BaroOn€uubIii BCIIOMHMII, Kak  oOeran AHAXWT BECTH CeOs THXO U
COOJIFO/IaTh ETUIIETCKIE 00bIYan.

— Kakercs1, Boopy>kx€HHOE BOCCTaHHE HE BXOIUT B TPAIUIINN 3TON CTPAHBL

OH He ycmen JOAyMAaTh O BO3MOXKHOCTSIX, KOTOPBIX JIMIIHJICS, BBITYCTHB
CIMHCTBEHHYIO  CcTpelry. Bo nBop HOMapxa  BOeXan mepemyraHHbIi
eTUNTSHUH, OH TPOMKO 3Ban XepHxopa W TPHHSICS YTO-TO B3BOJHOBAHO
OOBSICHATH BBHIMIENAIICH Ha €ro KpUK crapyxe. Eruntsaun Tpsc npsmo mepex eé
HOCOM 00ropesnoi cTpenoil.

— Bot yx He paccuuTBIBall HUKOTO HAIYTaTh, — IMOXKAaN IUICYaMH Tepc, —
IUIOXO, YTO OTOT KPECThSIHWH TaK TIIEpPeXMBaeT W KPUUUT, HHU CJIOBa
HEBO3MOKHO pa3o0paTh.

OpHaKo MaTh HOMapxa OTIMYHO IMOHSIa COMBUMBYIO PeUb MPHOESKABILETO.
YbanHep KHBajla TOJOBOWM, TIIATETHHO OCMAaTpUBAJIA IMOYECPHEBIIYIO,
CTOPEBIYIO JI0 TIOJIOBHHBI CTpeny. UTo-TO pe3Ko IpHKaszaia IMoJOUIeIeMy K
Hell BHyKy. OH moOekan HCIONHITh, HO TYT K€ BEPHYICS C MOTEPSHHBIM
BHUJIOM. MOpPIIMHKUCTOE JUIO CTAPYXH CTAJI0 HAJIMBATHCS ITYHIIOBOW KPACKOU
THEBA.

— Yro-to HaspeBaer, — mpobopMoTan Apcam, — MHE CTOHT yOparhcs
TOJJaJIbIIe.



[TonxBaTB HAWIEHHBIM ITyK, AXEMEHH] IIOCHEIINI BEPHYTHCS B CBOE
yoexuie. OH BOIIEN BHYTPb, CYHYJI JIYK MOJI IUHOBKY U CEJl y CTEHbI — KaK HH
B 4éM He OBIBaIIO.

ApcaMy He NPUIIIOCH JOJTO XAaTh HOBBIX coObITHi. He ycmen on emié
MEPEBECTH JIyX, KaK Mepe] HUM BO3HUK TEMHOKOXXUN APYT:

— Cuaume TYT, HUYEro He 3Haellb, — CKa3al BMECTO IPHBETCTBUS
I'arnunOan.

— Yero-To s TOYHO €€ HE 3HAaI0, — HE CTaJl BPaTh 30pOaCTPHELL.

— He ycnen Homapx yexatb ¢ HOBBIM AnecoM B MeMpuc, Kak 0Ka3ajoch,
YTO OH CPOYHO HY)KEH 3/1€Ch.

— U 3ayem xe? — yauBmiICs miepc.

— K10 3% 6€3 Hero mpoBeAeT ciyK0y 1 pacTOJIKYET CTPAIIHOE 3HAMEHHE.

— Kakoe emi€ crpamnoe 3namenue?

— B ¢unuKoBoil pome paOOTHHKK YBHIENW, KaK MBUIAIONIAs CTpesa
BOH3WJIACh B OJIMH U3 CTBOJIOB.

— D710 ¥ BCE Ballle 3HaMeHHe? — XMBIKHYJI AXeMEHU]I.

— Ectp nerennma, 9To Takoe yke OBUIO M UTO 3TO MPEAYNPEKICHHE O
rpAIyIX OeICTBUSIX.

— boru Tyt He mpu 4éM, 3TO A MyCTHI CTPENy B CTOPOHY (DHHHKOBBIX
najgbM, — IpU3HAICT AXEMEHHI.

— Te1?! — mopa3uiics erunTsHUH U CMOJIK pacTepsHHO. [loToM Hawménes u
BOCKJIMKHYII: — He Oepu Ha cebs ciuikoM MHOro. [lepeBo, B KOTOPOM HallUIH
BOTKHYTYIO CTpEIy, OUY€Hb IAJIEKO OTCIONA, U KaK, OOBSCHH, CACTail MIJIOCTD,
TBI YMYAPHUIICS TOHKeUb e&?!

— Her, s He mokura, crpena BCIbIXHYIAa caMa COOOH y)Ke B BO3IIyXeE.

— Bot Bugume, 3T0 BCE-Takw 3HAMEHHE, W BIIEPEAM HAC KIYT CTpPAIIHBIC
ucnbITaHusL. TONBKO 3HATH OBl — KaKwe.

— ¥V Hac cka3anu Obl, YTO TopslIas cTpesia — 3TO 3HaK BOHHBI.

— Boiina! Heyxenu Briepenu HensOexxHast BoitHa? !

— 51 TBepky TeOe 00 ATOM yiKe KOTOPBIH JIeHb, — paccepanics AXeMEeHH]T. —
51 oxazaicd 31ech, moToMy 4TO LHapb nepcoB Kam6bus |l Hauan BoeHHBIN noxox
Ha Eruner. OH BOT-BOT NOBTOPUT TMOIBITKY U HPUIET ClOJla C OTPOMHOMU
apmueii. BoliHa Hen30e)xHa 1 OJIM3Ka, TO U3BECTHO M 0€3 3HAMCHHI.

— Ho Erumer He roToB K BOWHE, HACKOJIBKO 51 3HaI0. Y HAac HET IyTHOM
apMUH, HaJI0 YTO-TO CAENAaTh, YTOO MPEAOTBPATUTH BOMHY !

— To1 paccyknmaenmrs Kak BEIMKHH TOCydapb, — YIBIOHYJICS HEpC, — 5 JKe
TOBOPHJI, UTO TBOE MM OOJBIIE MOAXOAMUT MOJKOBOAIYY. MOXKeT, moenens K
Kam0usy, nonpo0Oyemns 0TTOBOPHUTE €ro.

— Y 1e0s OBI JTydIlle TOTYIHIIOCH, BEAb THI €70 POJICTBEHHHUK.

— On He craHeT MeHs chymatk. Ero pomHoit Opar Bapawst — spbrit
MPOTUBHUK JIIOOBIX BOMH. OH cTapajics yoeauTb 1aps, 4TO MPOCTbie IepChl
yCTaJIi OT BOCHHBIX MTOXOJ0B M MEUTAIOT TOJIBKO BEPHYTHCS K CBOUM CEMBSIM U
X035ICTBY. Benb MBI He KOYEBHHKH, JKUBYIUE TOJNBKO BoitHONH. Ho KamOu3y
HE JIaeT MOKOA CllaBa ero oTua, Benukoro Kupa-3zaBoeBarens. VI oH HUKOTO He
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XO0YeT CITyIIaTh, TAK U MIIET, KaKOro OBl emé cocena 3aBoeBarthb. A Bam Erumer
CJIMIIKOM JIAKOMBIN KYCOK.

B3BonnoBaHHbI ['aHHMOAm OBICTPO XOAWJI 1O KOMHATE€ W3 CTOPOHBI B
cropony. Tép moadopomok, XMypuiicss © BEN ceds Tak, CIOBHO Cyan0a ero
CTpaHbl B ATOT MOMEHT JEHCTBUTEIBHO 3aBHCENA TOIBKO OT €r0 pPEIICHHSL
ApcaM cMOTped Ha Jpyra CO CHHCXOIUTEIBHOW YIBIOKOH, MpeKpacHO
MOHUMAs, YTO 03a00UYCHHOCTh KPECThSHIHA HE MOKET TOBJIHATH Ha MOCTYIIKH
napem.

— [oroam, — BoomymeBmwics ["anHMOaN, — BCE, UTO THI TOBOPHIIb, — JIENa
3eMHBIe, Jena mojckue. Llapu nim padsl, MBI CKOJIBKO YTOTHO MOXKEM CTPOHUTH
11adbl. Ho 4To U3 3TOro BhIMIET — 3aBUCUT TOJBKO OT peleHust boros.

— MBI He MOXKeM TOBJIHATH Ha WX JKenanws. Hamre Oymyinee mpenperieHo,
Bory Buanee, 9T0 I HAC XOPOIIO, & YTO CKBEPHO. T0, YTO MPOUCXOIUT 311ECh,
3TO JIUIIH OTTOJIOCOK OOPHOBI J0Opa CO 37I0M.

— Her, MBI MOXeEM... — 3acOpPHI TEMHOKOXHUH, — MBI MOXXEM YMOJHTH
BoroB u3MeHUTh CBOIO criry. MBI JOIDKHBI IIPHHECTH Celdac camble Oorartbie
JKEPTBHI.

— XKeptBEI?! BBI IpUHOCUTE 5XEPTBBI?

— Koneuno!

— Haneroch, He yenoBeueckue?!

— Hamm Borm He Tak KpOBOXaJHBI, OHU TPEOYIOT OT HAC JIMIIb TYYHBIX
OBIKOB, J1a HEXHBIX SITHSIT.

— Bpsin v 3T0 IOMOXKeT, — cepbhE3HO MPOU3HEC AXEHEHU], — MePEPEKbTE
XOTh BECh CBOHM HIomamiHWid ckoT, HoO KamOu3 Bounér B Erumer, cBepraer
(apaoHa u 3aliMeT ero MecTo.

— Yo xe Torma Oyaet ¢ HaMu?! — y)KacHYJICS eTUITSHUH.

— Kup Obim 100p K 3aBOEBaHHBIM HapojaM, JaKe OTITyCKan padoB, Kak
uyneeB u3 BaBuiona. Sl ciplman, OHM Temepbh HA3BIBAIOT €r0 MPOPOKOM U
MOKJIOHSIOTCS ero mamatu. Ho KamOu3 — apyroii 4yenoBek, U s He 3HAIO, Kak
CTaHET MOCTYNaTh OH.

— Hammm 6oru 3amutsT Hac, — yOS:KIEHHO BOCKIMKHY ['aHHUOAT.

— Bpsan mm, um-to Huuero He rpo3ur! — ckazanr AxemeHua. — B
3aBOEBAHHBIX CTPaHAaX IEPCHl OOTOB HE TPOTAIOT, XPaMOB HE pa3pymIaioT, CBOIO
BEpy HUKOMY HE HaBs3bpBaroT. KamOu3, Hampumep, TBEPIO pEIIMI CTaTh
npasuteneM Erunra, hapaoHOM ¥ TOTOMKOM OOTOB.

— Bcé€ paBHO, 60TH BMEIIArOTCS, MBI CYMEEM YMOJUTD HX, & THI AU CBOETO
POIICTBEHHHKA, — OOMKEHHO OPOCHII ETUNTSIHUH M BBIOEKAIT BOH.

— [Imox0 OH 3HaeT CBOUX OOTOB, — CKENTUYHO 3aMETHI ApcaM eMy BCIEHI.

— MoHO moxyMaTh, THI 3HACIIH HAC Jy4Ile! — IPOMKO TSABKHYM KTO-TO Y
HETO HaJl yXOM.

ApcaM TpPUHSICS KPYTUTh TOJIOBOHM, OXKKAAs YBHICTH MIAKAJIOTOJIOBOTO
Anybuca. Ho koMHaTa Oblia aOCONIOTHO ImycTa. Ero pacTepssHHOCTBH TOJBKO
HacMemmiIa 60ra, OTTYITATENFHBINA XOXOT HAIOJIHUII TECHOE ITOMEIICHHE.
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— Bce BbI, CMEpTHBIE, OTMHAKOBBL: MHHUTE ce0sI TEPOSIMHE, TIOKA HE TOHAET 10
JieNIa, a MOTOM JIPY>KHO Mpa3aHyeTe Tpyca!

—T'oBopH 0 cBOMX eruntsHax! — ropZ0 NOJHII TOJIOBY HEPC.

OH BCKOYMJI HA HOTH, 3aMEP, TOTOBBIN 3aIIUAIIATHCSI.

— Tume, Tume, — cMesuicss HeBHIUMBIA AHyOuc. — Jlpatecs ¢ ToOOM s He
COOMparoCh, THI MHE HE CONEPHUK. Tak, KO3sBKA.

KpoBsb napeii 3akurmena oT BO3MYIIECHUS:

— Koro T1b1 Ha3pBaemb ko3sBkoi?! Cram OBl TBI pa3roBapHBaTh C
HACEKOMbIM?!

HeoxxuaaHHbI BOITPOC 03a4a4MIT MTOBEJIUTEINS 3arpoOHOro Mupa. OH pa3oM
cTaj BHOUMBIM. 11 Apcam ycmen 3aMeTHTbh, KaKk O0XKECTBO 3ayMYHBO UECAIO
3a yXOM, IPEXKEe YeM IPUHSATH OOBIYHBIHN, TPO3HBINA BHI.

— 51 BoneH oOmIaThes ¢ KeM st oxenar. Bcé B Moeld BiacTu! — mporpemen
Amny0wuc.

— Hackounbko s moHsi1, y Bac 37ech, KaXIblid OOT 3aHUMAaeTcs 4eM-HUOYAb
OIHUM. A caMble TJIaBHbIe JIOOAT MEPernopyyuTbh CBOM 3a00THl JPYrUM, —
CaMOYBEPEHHO paccykaail AXeMEeHHU .

— He cmeii kacatbess Benukoro PA!

[akasbs MOpJa NPUABUHYJIACH YTPOXKAIOIIE OJIM3KO.

— 3ps myraemb! — Haméncs Apcam. — Tebs 3aece Her! M BooOmmie He
cymecTByer!

[ITakanoroioBblii KMcye3, OT BHE3ANHOW THIIMHBI 3a3BEHENO B YIIaX.
AXeMeHH]] caM TMopasmJcs JETKOCTH oJiepxaHHol mobeapl. Ho He ycmen mepc
yCeCThCs Ha CBOE MECTO, KaK y HETO HOSBHIIOCH CTPAHHOE OIIYIICHHE, YTO 32
HUM KTO-TO BHHMartenbpHO HaOmonaer. U ¢urypka baca Obuta 3xeck He mpu
4yéM, TJIA3aCTHIH yponer] ObUI MO-TIPeKHEMY pPa3BepHYT B JIPYTyIO CTOPOHY.
ITepcy yxacHO 3axorenoch KpukHYTh B myctoTy «Kto 3mecs?» Ho Takoit
MOCTYIOK OH CYEJ TITYIbIM.

— JlagHO, HE TPUTBOPSICS, — BIPYT YCIBINAI OH CHHCXOIAWTCIBHYIO
ycMmemky AHyOuca, — s 3Haro, uto Tebe crano crpamHo! Jla! OT MeHs TpyaHO
130aBUTHCS, €CIIU 51 caM He 3aX04y yxoauTh. CMHUpeHHOe padoenye erunTsIH
MHE 4TO-TO HACY4MJIO, @ TBOSI CAMOYBEPEHHOCTh MeHs 3a0aBJsier!

AxeMeHH] HE HamEcs, 9TO OTBETHTh Ha Takwe peud. Cmenan BHI, UTO
BOBCE He CJIBIIINUT NOBETIUTENS 3arpodHoro mupa. Torna AHyOrc BO3HUK Tepe
HUM BO BCEM CBOEM BENMKOJIENHUU — OOBEIIAHHBINA TOPOTUMH YKpPALIEHUSAMU U
SIPKUMH JIPArOICHHBIMA KaMHSIMH.

— Copoka, — BBIpBaJIOCh y mepca.

— Takux nrun B Erunre Het, — napuposan najkuil Ha Grnectaiiee Oor.

OH BO3BBIIIATCA HaJg AXEMEHHIOM, BaXHO CKPECTHB PYKH Ha TpPYy.IH.
ApcaMm BCTall M OKa3aJCsl OJHOTO POCTa C IIAKaJOTONOBBIM. AHYOHC YITOBHII
JIYKaBYIO UCKOPKY B €T0 B3IJIs/IE, MPOU3HEC HACMEIITUBO:

— Kakwue mb1 ropabie! BozomHMI ce0st paBHBIM Ooram. S1-To MOTY MEHAThCH,
KaK MHeE 3a0l1aropaccyuTcs, a Tl MOXKEIIb OBITh TOJBKO TaKWM, KaKUM TeOs
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co3manu. [logymaii 06 3TOM Ha Jocyre, — TOCOBETOBAJI IAKAJIOTOJOBBIA U
pacTasut BO Mpake KOMHATHL. . .

T'J1aBa nBeHaanaras

JIOIU U BOI'n

[Tocme sTOTO pasroBopa y mepca OCTANOCh CTpaHHOE ourymeHne. CHiIbHO
MOX0Kee Ha MPEIYyBCTBUE MPEACTOSIIMX TpyAHOCTeH. Oriymenne 3To ObUI0
HE3HAKOMO JUIS IIAPCKOT0 TUIeMsHHMKA. [Ipekae poacTBeHHUK Hapeil IpUBBIK,
yTo Oymyilee Bcerja pacCTUIANOCh Tepes] HUM POBHOM JIETKOW JOPOTOid,
MOJTHOM O0e] ¥ TPa3HUKOB.

— Epynaa, — orMaxHylcs AXeMeHHI, — 3TO BCE M3-3a NEpPEnyraHHOTO
laranbana. OH cyMen-Taku 3apa3suTh MEHS CBOCH TPEBOTOM.

Ho u3 ero ronoBkI BCE He IUTH TPO3HEIE ClioBa AHyOuca.

— He xotenocs Obl, — momopmmics Apcam, — 49TOObI MECTHBIE OOXKKHU
B3IyMAaJli Y9UTh MEHSI CMUPEHUIO. 3/1eCh U 0€3 HUX XBaTaeT KOMaHIUPOB.

B monrBepkaeHue ero CioB B JIBEPHOM MPOEME TMOSBWIICS CIyTa-
STUNTSHUH, BMECTE C KOTOPBIM IIEPC ABUTAN SIIUKU ¥ Kopoba B JoMe HOMapXa.

— Dii, HHO3€eMell, — IIOMaHMUII MAJIBIIEM OH, — TEOS TOCITOKa 30BET.

st BmroOIEHHOTO 3TH CJIOBAa O3HAYAIN TOJIBKO HOBYIO BCTpedy ¢ AHAXWT.
N oH pgaxe He WBITAICA CKPHITh CBOEr0 KpailHEro  pa3ouapoBaHUS,
CTOJIKHYBIIIUChH BO JIBOPE C HaJIMEHHO 3ajpaBiieid Hoc YOannep. CriepBa OHa
XOTeJla HaopaTh Ha COOCTBEHHOCTH CBOETO CHIHA, HO BOBPEMS BCIIOMHUJIA, YTO
ropablil MHO3eMel He MOMMET €€ cioB. lloBHHYACH €€ BIAacCTHOMY JKECTy,
XYAIOLMHA CHIHOK Xepuxopa 0eroM OpoCHiICS K JOMY M BEPHYJICS BMECTE C
MoJIoZOoW JKeHoM Homapxa. OHa He cMena Jake TMOIHSATh B3TJsAAa B
MPUCYTCTBUU CBAapJMBON CBEKPOBH, KapKaHbE CTapyXu IEPEBOJWIIA THUXO H
HETOPOILIIUBO.

— Y0auHep cuuTaeT, 4To Bce OCICTBUS OOPYIIHMIIMCEH Ha ATOT JIOM C TeX Top,
KaK 3lIeCh MOSBWICA Thl. UTOOBI M30EXKaTh YKacoB, OOCHIAHHBIX JIypHBIM
MpeI3HaMEeHOBaHUEM, OHa OyAeT TpeboBaTh 4T00bI Xepuxop npoaan Teds.

— Kakue emg Gencreusn? — BoamyTriicss AxemeHu. — B 4ém s BuHOBat? B
ToM, 4TO0 Ermmer HemsOexHO Xaér BoiiHa? Miaum B TOM, YTO THIIIIOIOTAMBI
YTONUIU CYHIYK?

— MHe nokazanoch, — MpU3HANACH KCHIIWHA, — YTO TEHepPh THl BHHOBAT BO
BcéM. [laxke B TOM, uTO B MemMduce ymep crapsiii Amiec.

— 3aTo0 g1 MOMOT POAMUTHCS HOBOMY, — ITOXBACTAJICS TepC.

— Bc€ paBHO, ThI OCTaHelIbCs 37IeCh TOJBKO 10 BO3BPALICHUs Xepuxopa, —
B3/I0XHYJ1a AHAXUT.

N 5T0T €€ B310X HAMOJHUI cepiue BIOOJIEHHOTO BOCTOPrOM K HOBBIMH
HagexaaMu. JKeHa HOMapxa HEBOJIBHO Bbllaja CBOE TailHOE HeXeJaHHe
paccraBatbes ¢ iepcoM. HOBBIX 10BOZIOB MaTepu Xepuxopa ApcaM OoJIbilie He
CITyIIaj, ero 3aHUMaJl COBCEM JIPYTOH BOTIPOC:
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— Tak ckoabkO y MEHS OCTanoch AHEW? — HErPOMKO CIPOCHJ OH KEHY
HoMapxa. — Hanetocs, Xepuxop yexan Jajleko U HaJoJro.

Ona nomMe yinia ¢ OTBETOM, MOXKAJIEB, YTO caMa Jlaia MHO3EMILy [TOBOJ [UIs
nep3kux Hazxexn. Ho crapyxa Bc€ kpuyaina u TpeGoBaia mepeBOANTh, TBEPANIA
0 JUTMHHOM TMOE3/IKE ChIHA.

— Xepuxop BepHETCA ellé He CKOPO, — HAKOHell CKa3ana AHaxuT, — 10pora
1o Memduca He Oin3Kasi, K TOMY e MPOTHB TeueHws. Hunm He Besne Takoi
MEJUIEHHBIA U CIIOKOMHBIH, Kak 37ech Y Hac. K ToMy ke B CTOJUIIE HECKOIBKO
JTHEW JKpewsl OyIyT MPOBOMUTE OOPSIBI B YeCTh MONoJoro Ameca. OOpaTHBINA
IyTh 3aMET TOpa30 MEHBINE BPEMEHH.

— Xans, — BEIpBasIOCH y mepca, — XOpOIIo ObI OH MOBCTPEYa)l TeX BECENIBIX
TUNIONOTAaMOB, KOTOPBIM JIOCTAJICS MO XaJar.

Crapyxa 370 TMIsHYJTa Ha YnbIOHyBIIerocss XeHyy. Hamycrmmace Ha
HEBECTKY C paccrpocaMy. AHAXHUT OTBedyasla €ff MSATKO W TEpIIEIHBO, HO HE
MOTJIa [IOTacuTh pazapaxkeHus Y 6aunep. OHa NoBepHyIach K AXeMEHHY:

— Matp Moero myxa mpukazaia Tebe OTIPaBISATHCS CO BCEMH CIIyraMu
CTPOUTB 3ar0H JUISI CKOTa, KOTOPBIN MPUTOHSAT IS )KEPTBOMPUHOIICHHSL.

— CTpouTb HOBBIH 3aroH, a Ky/a ke JeJcs cTapblit?

— KpynHble jxepTBONPUHOILIEHHS Y HAC YK€ JaBHO HE ITPOBOAMIIKCE.

— A ceromHs Ha3pEBaeT YTO-TO TPAHAMO3HOE.

3n00Hast MaTh HOMapxa PEIINTEEHO 000pBaja UX pPa3roBop.

— He Oontail ¢ xeHyy! — KpHKHyJla OHa TaK KaTErOPUYHO, YTO JaxKe
Apcamy XBaTHJIO €r0 HEOOJBIIHX ITO3HAHUI ETUIIETCKOT0, YTOOBI MTOHATH €&.

OH nociTynIHo MOTIENCs Ty/Aa, Kya PeIINTENbHO YKa3bIBal KPUBOM maser
cTapyxu. B nanpHem yriy ABopa yxe cOOpasiuCh CIYT'HM BEPXOBHOI'O JKpella.
[Iponutenid pa3, korma AXEMEHHJI BCTpPEUYaICS C HUMH, CTUNTSHE OBbLIH
BOOPY)KEHBI 110 3yOOB W Hamagadd Ha HEro, CTapasch HCIOIHUTH
KPOBOXKQIHBI MPHKa3 CBOero rocmojuHa. OT mpekHed BpaxacOHOCTH HE
OCTaJIOCh U clieia. Y0ay TPHUBETIHNBO YIBIOATNCH CBOEMY HOBOMY TOBAPHILLY.

— Kakoii XuTphblit TOBOpOT Cyab0ObI, — HEBECEIO B3I0XHYJ Apcam, — s Oymy
MOMOTaTh B >KEPTBONPUHOLICHUAX YY)KMM Ooram, 4Tro0 OHHM CMAacid MOUX
BparoB OT MOUX JIpYy3€H.

l'opaoMy AxeMeHHIy OTHasHHO 3aXOTEJIOCh B3STh Ha3al BCE CBOM KIISITBBHI
U TepOWCKU MOTHOHYTh, TOJNBKO OBl M30exkarh 3Tod HOBOM ponu. OH Bech
coOpaJICcs, HAXMYPHJICS, TOTOBSICh K PEIUTEIEHOMY MOCTYIKY, KOT/Ia YCIIBIIIAN
3a CIIMHOM TSHKENBIA TOTIOT KOMBIT. [lepc cTpemMuTenbHO 00epHYIICs, MPSIMO Ha
Hero HEccs TPOMAaJHBINA pasbApEéHHBIA Oblk. Hamamas, oH OIMyCTWJI JUTMHHBIC
ocTpele pora. ApcaM TOJBKO YCHeNl CXBAaTUThCS 3a HHUX, OCTaHABIIMBas
*)uBoTHOE. [locTapancs Kak MOXKHO HIDKE MPIKATh K 3eMJIE M ITOBEPHYTH B
CTOPOHY €ro TrojioBy, Kak Aeiaiu Iuiomanssle Oopmbl. Hatnck 3Bepst Obun
CTpalleH, AXEMEHH] ynupajucs Hu30 Bcex cwil. Ho 4yBCcTBOBal, Kak HOTHU
CKOJIB3ST TI0 3€MJIE M OH MEIUIEHHO OTOIBHUTAeTCsA Ha3ad. BBIK pazpsapEHHO
MBIYaJ, CTapaycsi BEICBOOOIUTE TOJIOBY, MOIAETH MPOTUBHIKA HA pora. Apcam
BUJENl B HOCY XHBOTHOTO MEIHOE KOJBIIO M HE MOl JaXe Ha MIHOBEHHE
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OTITYCTUTh JUIMHHBIA OCTPBIA POT, YTOOBI CXBATHUTHCA 3a 3TO KOJIbLO. boprba
Oblla HEpaBHOM, B30EIIEHHBIH ObIK ObUT HAMHOTO CHibHee uenoBeka. Ot
HETEepIEHHsI 3BePh CKPED 3eMIII0 MEePEeJHUM KONBITOM. AXEMEHM]] YyBCTBOBAIL,
91O ciabeeT, PyKU CTAIH IPOKaTh OT HAMPSHKCHUS, CO JI0a KaTWICS COIEHBIN
MOT, CIIENUII IJ1a3a.

HeoxxuganHo Apcam yBuzaed, 4YTO K OBIKY MOJAONLIA J>KEHIIMHA, OHA
CIOKOMHBIM HECHEUTHBIM JXKECTOM IIOTJIaANiIa 3Beps IO B3ABIOIEHHOH XOJKe,
HIenHyjia 4To-T0 B Oojbmioe yxo. [lopaxEHHBIA mepc MO4yBCTBOBAN, Kak
JKUBOTHOE OOMSIKIIO, OCHa0mio HaTtucK. JKeHIIMHA mpojoinkana — TIaauTh
cnuHy, 00Ka, OOJBIIYIO TOJIOBY, MpPOBENAa MEXIY pOraMH, JIETKHM KECTOM
npuyvecaa BEITYKIIBIH 100. HannuTeie KpoBEIO T71a3a MEIEHHO 3aKPBUTHICE.

— OTmyctu pora, — THXO0, HO TBEPJIO BeJielia Mepcy KEeHIIUHA.

OH pemwics NONYMHUTBCS €€ TOJIOCY, C TPYIOM paskKajl MNaiblbl, U
TPOMaIHBIA OBIK IMOBAJNHWJICS Ha 3EMIIIO, CIIOBHO TOJNBKO AXEMEHHI €ro
yIep>KuBaj Ha pyKax

— a on cniut?! — mopaszuicst Apcam.

OH M3yMIIEHHO TIOCMOTpEJ Ha yIMBUTENIbHYIO €rMNTSAHKY. M cpa3y y3Han
MaTh ["aHHHMOAaA.

— Ho, xax... ¥ OTKy/1a BbI 3/IeCh? — MIPOLIEIITAJI OH.

KpecTbsinka, KOHEUHO, €ro HE MOHsIA, Ja Ha yAady psAOOM okasaics €€
cbIH. ["aHHMOAT cpa3y BcE OOBSICHUI:

— Tsl He 0COOCHHO BHUMATENEH, HApPOJ yXE JaBHO CTal COOMpPATHCS B
OKUJIAaHUH >KEPTBONpPUHOIIEHN. Takoe 3penwine y Hac penxocts. OObIIHO
JKpeIBl MTPOBOJISIT BCE OOPSABI 32 3aKPBITHIMHU ABEpsMH. BOT Bce u coOpanuce.
Msbl TOXE HE MOTJIM OCTaBaThCs JoMa. A MOI MaTh OOTMHA €lE B NETCTBE
HAJIENINIIA TapOM YIIPABIISATh BCEMH KUBOTHBIMH. Tak 4To TeOE OISATH ITOBE3IIO.

[lepc BeITEp mOT co n6a, pa3riAasIBas MUPHO craBmiero Obika. [lake He
BEPUJIOCH, YTO COBCEM HENIaBHO, MEPENOIHEHHBIA SPOCThIO, OH TPED KOMBITOM
3emiio. B 310 Bpemsi k Axemenuay mnogonmia Axaxut. JKeHmmHa He Morna
CKPBITh CBOEH PaIOCTH.

— Kakoe crpamHoe >xMBOTHOE, — KMBHYJIa OHa Ha Oblka. — A ThI Takoi
CUJIBHBIM. ..

KenmyHa noTynuiacek, pyMsHel 3111 €€ ILEKH.

— S Tak ucnyranach, — IEMHY/Ia OHA YYTh CIBILIHO.

AXeMeHHU]] He ycIell OTBETUTb, U3-3a CIIMHBI KpacaBUIbl BO3HMKIIA CTapas
MaTh Xepuxopa.

— Mornonen! — HEOXUAAHHO MOXBaIMIa OHA TMEpca. — XOPOIIMA XeHYYy Y
MOETO ChIHA.

«Pab» — 6010 0TO3BAIIOCH B CepIIlle pOJICTBEHHHKA napei [lepcum.

OH TOTOB OBUI B30PBATBCS W YCKOPUTH CBOIO, KaK €My Ka3aJocCh,
HEMHUHYEMYIO THOENb, HO MyApas AHAXUT MSTKO B3sUla CBEKPOBH 3a JIOKOTh U
IoBeja K J0MY, THMXO TBEpAs €l Kakue-TO yBeLIeBaHMs. Y CaMOro BXOza
JKIJTUIIIA HOMapXa oHa obepHynack U Opocmia Ha Apcama Takod B3IJISN, 9TO
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€My Pa3oM pPacXOTeNIoCh ymupaTh. M MpIcin AXeMeHHa TPUHSUIH COBCEM
Jpyroe HalpaBJICHUE.

«Hy, uto x nogenaems?! Jaxe Benukuii Kup mpoBén Bc€ cBOE meTCTBO
cpenu paboB, — pasMBIIUILI OH, — €My IMONUIO 3TO TOJIBKO Ha TIOJbB3Y.
Bo3MoxHO, 1 MEHS el JKIyT OOJNBIINE IEay.

[epc ynprdancs, paxysich CXOACTBY CyAeb ¢ ero 3HaMeHUTHIM pojaudeM. OH
nepeyMan coBepiiaTh 0€3yMHbIC OCTYIKH M PEIIHI TIOKOPUTKCS CyapOe — Ha
Bcex e€ moBopotax! CrosBumid psmoM ['aHHHOAm 3aMETHII CHACTIUBYIO
VIBIOKY M YCMEXHYJICSL.

— O, Teneps s MIOHUMAIO, YTO JIEPKUT TEOsI B IUICHY, TAKOW B3I CrIOcoOeH
MOKOPHTH U Oora.

— Paau »THX r1a3 4 cornaceH Ha BCE, — B3AOXHYJI BIIOOIEHHBIH.

— A THI €if He Oe3pa3uyieH, — 3aMeTHIT TEMHOKOXKHH, — )keHa HoMapxa ObLia
OUYeHb HEOCTOPO’KHA, KOTJIa 3aroBOpWia ¢ TOOOU IMpH BceX, Ja emeé He Io-
ETUTICTCKH.

— Kakas pazauua, Hac ¢ To00it Xepuxop, Toxke Obl HE TOHSI.

— Th1, HaBepHOE, HE 3HACIIh, — IMOYEcANT MOA00POoIoK ["'aHHMOa, — HO Y HAC
€CTh JIETeHJa PO TO, Kak Oor comHia Pa momemwn Bcex mopedl Ha pasHbIC
pachl: KpacHbIe — C€THITIHE, Oenbie — xutenu CUpUU U YepHBIC — HyOWHIIEL.
Hukoro He uHTEpecyeT pa3roBop JIByX paboOB, OJIMH U3 KOTOPBIX HU3IICH Pachl,
HO, OOIIAsICh C TOCIIOMKOH, BBI JIMIITHUHN pa3 MOTYSPKUBACTE, UYTO OJHA paca Bac
ob0beuaseT. Hemapom Xepuxop Tak 3mutcs.

— o yero xe Bamm Oorum BcE€ 3amytaim! — 0e33a00THO yibIOACs
BITFOOJIEHHBIH.

— Tel 3mech 4yxOif U COBCEM HE MOHUMACIIb, OTKyAa Ha TeOsS MOXKET
CBAJINThLCA Oera.

— He moHmMmaro, — 0XOTHO coriacuics mepc, — BOT OTKyZa B3sUICS STOT
cymacmenmuii 6erqapa?! M mouemy OH Hamaa UMEHHO Ha MEHs?

— Borock, 310 3Ha0T TONIEKO Oorn! — oTBeTma 'annnban. — Ho Tebe Bcé ke
cienyeT ObITh OCTOPOXXKHBIM. MHaue monaienib B cepbE3Hy0 Oemy.

— TeGe-10 uTO C TOTO?

— MeHs He oCTaBiseT CTPaHHOE OIIYIICHHE, YTO Ooram OBLIO YTOJHO
HAKPENKO CBA3aTh HAIIM CynbObl. M s MOTy ceph€3HO MoCTpalaTh OT TBOMX
HENPUATHOCTEM.

— Jlyumie s mozmentock ¢ TOOOW CBOMMM ynadyaMu, — paccMesuicss Apcam, —
TOJIKO s YTO-TO HE 3aMETHJI, KaK Thl OpPOCHIICS MOMOTaTh MHE OOPOTHCS C
OBIKOM.

TeMHOKOXKEro erHITsIHUHA YIIPEK OUEHD YIUBIUI, OH BOCKIHKHYII:

— Hy, u 9to 061 oMy4miiock, ecim Obl s moiie3 Tede Obl momorarb?! Tel OBl
OTBIIEKCS, 51 OBI TOJILKO yCITeN TOJOWTH, ¥ OBIK ToJien Obl Hac 000MX Ha pora.
OmHOTO — Ha TPaBbIi, APYTOTO — Ha JICBBIH, OYCHDb YIOOHO.

— W dero sta 3Beprora u3 Bcero cOEKaBIIErocs HapoJa BhIOpajia UMEHHO
MeHs? — HeJIoOyMeBaJl Tepc.
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— S 9TO X, MO-TBOEMY, KOPOBBM MBICTH yMero uuTath?! Ckopee BCero, Thl
OISATH YEM-TO HACOJII OoraM.

— Bort yx HruyTh He OBIBaO!

— Emgé, roBopsr, ObiBaeT, 4To OOTH CIBIIIAT TBOM MBICIH M OTBEYAIOT HA
HUX.

— Mowu MbIchH... — AXeMEHHU XOTell yXKe MMOCMEeAThCS Hajl TaKOi Bepcuew,
Jla BIPYr BCIIOMHWJI, 4YTO TOTOBMJICS PAacCTaTbCs C JKU3HBIO IPSAMO Iepen
nosiBiieHueM Obika. — OKasblBaeTcs, OHa MHE ewE Jopora, — mpooopMoTal
nepc.

Hpyr ero He paccibllial, TOJIbKO NOPanoBaJICsA, YTO MHO3EMEL IepecTall
3a/1aBaTh BOIIPOCHI, OTBETOB HAC KOTOPBIE OH HE 3HAJL.

Mexay TeM BO JBOpHKE, BOKpYr OacceiiHa HOMapxa, cOOMpanoch BCE
Oompmie  grozmeil.  MHOTHME — NPUXOOWIM € CEMbBSMH,  IPHUBOIWIN
MHOTOYHUCIICHHBIX peOsITUIIICK. AXEMEHH]T BOOOIIIE B TIEPBBINA pa3 BUIEI B 3TOU
CTpaHe MaJIeHbKUX JeTed, OH ObUI MOPaXEH, YTO B OKPECTHOCTAX MOMECTbA
OKa3aJIoCh CTOJIBKO KpecThsH. OHM Bce Kazalauch ApcaMy OY€Hb MOXOXKHUMHU
Ipyr Ha fpyra. C 4€pHbIMU KypuaBbIMU KOPOTKO CTPHIKEHBIMHU BOJIOCAMH, TYI'O
3aBepHYThIE B CBETJIbIe KYCKHM XOJIIOBOM TKaHH, C TEMHOH KpacHOBATOM
koxel. Ilepc c uHTepecoM pasrisabIBall X, COBCEM M03a0bIB, YTO JOJDKEH HE
rJ1a3eTh [0 CTOpPOHAM, a C PaOCKOH CTapaTeNbHOCTBIO CTPOWTH 3aroH IUIs
>KepTBeHHOTro ckoTa. OH TakK U He yCIell MPUCTYNUTh K paboTe, yBUIEB, Kak Ha
JIBOp HOMapxa OMyCKaeTCsl HECBOEBpPEMEHHAasi HOUHAas MIJIa.

— OmnsiTe?! — BeIpBaNiOCh Y AXEMEHH/1a, BCTIOMHHUBIIIETO, YTO TOYHO TaK e
Ha4YMHAJIKCh €r0 JKyTKOBaThle BUACHUS.

Ho na srtor pa3 mpoucxopnsiiee Buienl He Toibko oH. CoOpaBiiuecs
ErUIITSAHE axalld, KpyTUIM IOJ0BaMH, UCIYTaHHO MepelEnThIBAINCE. PasunyB
PTBI, Bce CMOTpENH, KaK BOAY OacceliHa TAHYJI CTPEMHUTEIBHO KPYTHBIIUICS
BUXPb, MPO3pAyHble KAIUIM CTAJIM MEHATh LIBET U NpeBpalaTbcs B KENITHIC
necunHk. EmE MrHoBeHHME mecyaHash BepEBOYKa BHJIACH MEXIy HeOOM u
3eMIIel U BAPYTr oOpyIIWIach B IMyCTOM OaccelH JIaBUHOW Tecka. YTiayOleHue
cpasy 3aloJIHWIOCH 10 KpaeB, U HaJ HUM 00pa3oBaJicsi HeBBICOKHUI OapxaH. OH
CTall pacTH BBIIE, BHILIE, YTOHYAJCS, U BCKOPE MOXHO OBUIO Pa3INYHUTh
TOJICTEHHOE TEJI0 OTPOMHOM TeCcHaHO-KENTONH 3MeH, CBEPHYBIIEHCS B CaMOM
cepeaune aBopa. JIroau 3aMepiu oT ykaca.

— Anon! — BeIIOXHYIIA TOMIIA.

Vcenpimas cBo€ UM, 3MEH OTKpPBUI OIpPOMHBIE KENThIE TIjla3a, IOIHSII
TSDKEIIYIO TOJOBY W, pPa3sMHYB YYJOBUIIHYIO NACTh, METHYJICA K BCE eIé
JeXaBIIeMy Ha 3emiie ObIKy. OH MOTJIOTHII TPOMAJHYIO TYIIY, KaK KPOLIEYHOE
3¢pHBILKO. .. Buaenne ucuesno. Crano cBETI0, M BCE BITILIB 0OPATHIINCH HA
TO MECTO, TJI€ TOJBKO YTO HAXOAMJICS OTPOMHBIN ObIK. TaM ObLTO aOCONIFOTHO
mycro. Jlaxke mbulb HEe MPUMATA. .. A GacceliH CHOBa ObUI TIOJIOH YMCTON BOJIOM.

— Te1... TB1 37O BUnen?! — npoxpurnen ['ananOaI.

— S ynuBieH Oojpmoie TeM, YTO 3TO BHIEH ThI, — CIIOKOWHO 3aMETHI
AxemeHH]I.
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— Tak roopuiiib, OyITO peryJsipHO HAOJI0JaeIh TaKoe.

— Hy, He TouHO Takoe ke... OBIBAIOT BAPHAHTEHI.

— Bpéms! Unu mpupymeIBaenib, — BOSMYTHIICS CTUNTSHUH, — HE MOXET
OBITB, UTO THI YK€ BHJEI HAIIUX OOTOB KUBBHEM.

— Bugen, koHeuHO, — TOATBEPAUI YECTHBIA 30pOacTpHell, — TOJIBKO ThI BCE
PaBHO HE MOBEPHUIIb.

— U npasuneHO caenato! Kak Ob1 o1 MHe HU Kisuicsi! He moBepro! Dtoro
OBITh HE MOXET, — Pa30PsUICT TEMHOKOXKUIA.

— 3ayem MHe KIACThC? ThI ke BCE CBOMMH TJla3aMH BUJEI: TbMa, MECOK,
3mesi. 31ech, y Bac, 1 3T0 Bc€ yxe Buaen. Kak, roBopuiib, 30ByT ITy...
00XKECTBEHHYIO I'aIoCTh?

— Anomn, BeTUKUH 3Meii, IPOTUBHUK COJTHEUHOro Oora Pa.

— Bpome namero Axpumana, — HaxMypwics Tepc, — H 3a4eM €My
MOHAJO0MIICS HecuacTHBIH ObIk? Heyxkenu nporosonaincs?

— D10 e ObUT He OOBIYHBINA OBIK, MBI TOTOBHJIH €T0, YTOOBI YMIJIOCTHBHTH
O0roB U NpeAOTBPAaTUTH BOHHY. A Tenepsk...

EruntsaHuH CcXBaTHWIICS 3a TOJOBY, CTal MOHOTOHHO pAacKauuBaThCs W3
CTOPOHBI B CTOPOHY, 3aBbIBATh KaJlOOHO:

— O-o, Teneps BoitHa HenzbexHa! O-0, HAC KAYT CTpalIHbIe OeCTBUsA!

Ilepc mombITanNCsT OCTaHOBUTH, YPE30HHUTH APyra, 4ro0 TOT HE IIyTal
octanbHbIX. HOo OBUIO yXKe CIUIIKOM IO3JHO, TOPECTHOE OTYASHHE OXBATHIIO
BCEX, KTO coOpayics BO JBOpe HoMapxa. MHOTHE KCHIIWHBI 3aIlIakajid, H,
VAT Ha HUX, 3arOJIOCHIIN MX IETH, a XMypBIe MYXKUUHBI OITyCTHJIM TOJIOBEL,
CMOTpEIN UCTIONIO0RS, CKIMAIH KyJakd. ApcaMm HE cpa3zy cooOpasmi, 4To OH
3/1eCh MOKa €IWHCTBEHHBIN MEpc, OJWH U3 COTEH 3aBOEBaTeNIed, KOTOPHIX TaK
0osuCh W HEHAaBUAETM JTH JIOAW. Bckope yxke Bce B3IILIIBI  OBUTH
YCTPEMIIEHBI Ha HETO C HEMPHSI3HBIO U YTPO30H.

— Bot yx camoe Bpemsi BMEIIaThCsl KOMY-HUOYIb U3 MECTHBIX CUMIIATAT CO
3BEpUHBIMHU TOJIOBAMH, — OYPKHYJI AXEMEHH, — TI0Ka Y MOHUX POJICTBCHHUKOB
HE MTOSIBIJIOCH MTOBO/IA TSI MECTH.

CoBceM HENaBHO TOTOBOMY TMPHUHATH TEPOMUYECKYI0 CMepTh Apcamy
OTYasHHO 3axXOTeJIoch JKUTb. HO cuTyauuss craHoBuWiack Bc€ Oornee
yrpoxatomeit. Eruntsane crany MeayieHHO IPUOIMKATECS, CyXKas KPYyT.

— Jlemno m10xo, — LIeHYJ CTOSABLINIA psiioM ¢ iepcoM ["anHMOaI.

— Tebe mydme aepxaTbCsi OT MeEHS IMOAalblIe, — MPENIOCTePEr €ero
AXeMeHH]I, — TOX0KEe, TBOH XY/IIINE MIPEIIyBCTBUS HAUNHAIOT COBIBATHCA.

— Toxe MHe, Tepoii, — QBIPKHYIJI €ro JIPYT, — Thl CIIaC MHE XHU3Hb, sl TBOH
JOJKHUK.

— Ipomraro Tebe J0OAT, TOMBKO CKaXH, €CTh Yy Bac KaKOW-HHOyIh Oor —
MTOKPOBUTENH HHO3EMIIEB?

Ilepc orcTynmn Ha miar, IpUCMAaTPUBAsI MMANKY, KOTOPOH MOXHO OBLIO OB
obopousTees. Ho aBop ObUT yANBUTETBHO YHCT. ApcaM TOPBKO MOKAJEIN, 9TO
Tak HaJI&KHO CHpATAT HAWICHHBIM JIyK. XO0Ts 0e3 cTped U OT Hero Obuio Obl
Maio Toaky. Oteet 'anHuOana npo3Bydan 6e3pagoCcTHO:
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— V¥ nac Het takux Ooros! Korna Erumer 3axBaTeiBan apyrue cTpaHbl, HaMm
MOKPOBUTEIHCTBOBAJIM BCE HAIIK OOTH, a ThI TyXKaK.

I'po3HbIC erunTsHe MOIXOMWIN BCE ONIDKE, CMBIKAIH PSABL, TaK YTO
BIIEPEU OKA3aJIUCh TOJBKO MOJIOABIE KPEIIKHUE MY KUMHBI.

— byner npaka!

— Ckopee 60iiHs. ..

OrcTynaBiiue Apy3bs OKa3aluCh IPMXKAaTbIMH K INIyXOW CTEHE [JoMa
Xepuxopa. Eruntsine npuOIM3uiINCch NOYTH BIUIOTHYIO K HUM, Ha 3JIbIX JIMLAX
ObUIO BbIpakeHHe pemmmMocTd. JIo[sM Kazajaoch, YTO OHM HAalUId CHOCO0
n30eXKaTh yKacoB BOWHBI, HAIIUTM BUHOBHOTO B CBOMX OencTBusix. Kpaem rimaza
ApcaMm TOCMOTpen Ha CBOEro CTaBIIErO0 BOWHCTBEHHBIM Jpyra. M emy
HEOXKU/IAHHO MOKA3aJI0Ch, YTO Y CTEHBI OHHU CTOSIT HE BIBOEM, a MOSBUIICS KTO-
TO TPETHH, C OONBIIOW JTIOXMATOW KpacHOW mieBenmopod. Ilepc ymuBiéHHO
MIOBEPHYJICSI K HEMY, IPHUHSJICS paccMaTpuBaTb HOBOI'O CTOPOHHHUKA, Ha
MTHOBEHHUE 3a0bIB 00 OMAcHOCTH. BBICOKMIT XyMONIaBhIi €THITSHUH MMOPA3HII
€ro CBOEW JJIMHHOM HEYECaHOM KOIHOM SPKO-pbDKHX BOJOC M TaKUMH
OOJBIIMMHU  YIIAMH, KaKhe OBIBAlOT TOJBKO Y >KMBOTHBIX. OH TOXeE OBLI
Oe3opyxeH. HeoxxunaHHO He3HAKOMeELl OBICTPO, PEIIUTENBHO LIarHyj BHEpE,
NETKUM HEYJIOBUMEIM YKECTOM BBIOPOCHI PYKY, M IOJ HOTHM HACTYIIABIINM
NOKaTUJIUCh COTHU MEJIKHUX U€pHbIX ceMsH. JlIoau OCTaHOBWIMCH B
HEJOYMEHUH. A KpOIIEUHbIe TOPOIINHBI CTAIH YBEIMYUBATHCS U B MTHOBEHHE
OKa TPEBPATWINCh B HEOONBIIMX TEMHBIX KPOKOAMIBYMKOB, MPOOJHKABIINX
pactu. Penrumum paseBanm 3yOacThle TAacTH, YTPOOHO pbIYAM M XBaTalH
erUIITAH 3a Kpass OAEXIbl, pBaiM TKaHb. HacMmepTb nepenyraHHble JTOAU
OpocuiInch HayTeK. A COTHU KPOKOAMJIOB C yAUBUTEIbHON MPBITHIO OPOCUIIHCH
npecieoBath WX. Ho KpacHOTOJOBBIM C)Kal Tajblbl, CIOBHO coOupas
IIPOCBHINIAHHBIA TOPOX, U, HOAUUHAACH 3ITOMY XKECTY, PENTWIMH OCTaBWIU
JOel B TIOKOE, 3aTOPOIMINCH IUIIOXHYTbCA B OacceifH. Bckope oHu Bce
pPacTBOPHIINCH B €TO BOZAX, CIOBHO HUYEro M He ObuTo. CieauBIIne BO BCE
IJ1a3a 32 YyAHBIMM IIPOAEIKAMHU KPOKOJIWIIOB, Ipy3bsl TaK U HE YBUAEIH, KyJa
MponaJl UX CTPAHHBIN CIIACUTENb.

— UYro 370 OBLTO? — MPUTOTOBUIICS CHOBA CHOPOCUTH | aHHMOAN, HO IO JIUITY
Apcama, MOHsUI, YTO OH I'OTOB 3a/aThb €My TOT ke Bompoc. W cpa3y Hauain c
otBera. — [IpeacTaBieHus He UMEIO, KTO 3TO MOT OBITH!

— Cyas mo Kpokoaujiam, — MOMOPIIWICS Mepc, — 3a HAC BCTYMWICA elé
KTO-TO M3 BaIINX MHOTOYHCIICHHBIX OOTOB.

— MoxHO nogyMaTh, Thl HE paji HallleMy 4yAECHOMY CIACEHHUIO.

— He mo6m0 51 Takux nogapkoB. OOBIYHO 32 HUX TPEOYIOT OOJIBIIYIO LIEHY.

— Jla 94TO C Hac MOXXHO B3SITh? — paccMmesuicss TEMHOKOXHUW. — MbI Benb
TOJILKO paObl HOMapXxa.

— XBatuT ckpoMHuuate! Twl Temepb OoraThlii YeNOBEK, — HAMOMHUI
AXeMeHHU]I, — WM XepHUXop TaK U He 3ariaTui Tede 3a Hoporo Aneca?

— 51 Bc€ He MOTy NpPHBBIKHYTH, — NpH3HAJICA [ aHHWMOAN, — YTO HHUYEro
OoJbIIe He JOKEH HOMapXy.
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— Teneps MBI HEM3BECTHO CKOJIBKO OJKHBI HEU3BECTHO KOMY.

— Bo3MoHO, eciii MBI y3HaeM UMl KpacCHOT'OJIOBOT0, Bc€ mposicHuTcA?! DX,
mpaBa OblIa MaTh, — B3AOXHYJI TEMHOKOXHM, — KOTIa TBEpAWIA, YTO S
CIIUIIKOM JIETKOMBICIIEHHO OTHOIIYCh K €THUIETCKUM Ooram. U HampacHO s He
VYU XOTs OBI: KTO ecTh KT0. Ceigac Obl MHE 3TO OYCHb MPUTOIUIOCE.

— Moxer, HaM y TBOCH MaTepu W CIPOCHTH MPO HAIMIETO MPUITENA? —
MIPeANoXui AXeMeHuI.

JApy3bs IPUHSINCH 03UPATHCS, HO IBOP HOMapxa ObLI aOCONIOTHO ITyCT.
Hurne He ocTanock HE OIHOTO YellOBeKa.

— Yero oHM Bce MEpEmyraluch M NONMPATAINCE? — HEPBHO XOXOTHYM APYT
Apcama.

— U npaspa, mocnenHee BpeMs KHU3Hb TEYET TaK MUPHO M CHOKOMHO, YTO
005TBCsT a0COIIOTHO HEYETO.

— Mos math pasbliie He 0oslach HUKaKWX 3Bepel. Bps mu oHa yOexana
naneko. Ckopee Bcero, OHa I1e-TO 3[€Ch, MOLUIN TOUIIEM.

Jpy3bst OTHPaBIWIINCH OCMATPUBATH KAKIBIA 3aKOYJIOK MEXKIY CTPOCHHSIMU
B ITIOMECThe Xepuxopa, Hajlesch HaliTH MaTh ['aHHMOAaMa 1 paccpocuTh e€ 000
BCEM MPOHU3OMICIINM C HAIMH B TEUCHUE 3TOTO JUTMHHOTO JTHSL.

I'naBa TpuHaauaras

HOYHAS TbBMA

A oHa cama BbllIJIa UM HaBcTpedy. CIOKOMHAs ¥ HETOPOIUIMBAsi, CJIOBHO
HUYEro OCOOCHHOr0 He mpou3onuio. JKeHIMHa Jake Tojonuia K Oaccelny,
3auepIiHyJia pyKOW BOJIBI U OIOJIOCHYJIA JIUIIO.

— 51 ObI Ha Takoe He peluics, — Npu3Haics ['aHHuOa, — mocie BCero Toro,
YTO W3 3TOW BOJIBI BBICKOYMIIO U B HEH pacTBOPHIIOCK. SI ObI BOOOIIE OJIU3KO HE
MOJIXOAMII K TAKOMY MECTCUKY.

— IToxoxe, TBOS MaTh COBCEM JIPYroro MHEHHs, — 3aMETUJI Ilepc, — BENET
ce0s TaK, CIIOBHO HAYETO H HE OBLIO.

— Hudero cebe He ObuTO! — BO3MYTHIICS €THUINITSHUH. — Sl CBOMMU TJlazaMu
BHJIEJ, BCIO 3TY MEP30CTh: U Amona, ¥ KPOKOIHIOB!

JKenmnHa moBepHyJach K ChIHY, CTajia YTO-TO HETPOMKO €My OOBACHSTh.
ApcaM MpHUCTYIIMBAJICS, HO TOHSUT TOJIBKO, YTO OHA yrnpekana ['aHHnOana 3a
W3ITUIITHIO KPUKIHBOCTb.

«MOXHO TMoAyMaTh, €CIIM TepecTarb KpU4aTh, YTO-TO H3MEHUTCS», —
noayman AXeMeHusI.

["aHHMOAaN MocTenIuI pacckasaTh JIPYry, 0 4éM eIé eMy MoBeaana Myapast
MaThb. I mepBoii peakuueil Ha ero ciioBa y nepca Obu10 — pa3o4apoBaHue.

«Yuy, yuy 3TOT AypalKHii S3bIK U MO-TIPEKHEMY TOHUMAIO He OOoJIblIe, YeM
B TIEPBBIH JIEHBY, — JIOCAIOBAJI OH.

A TaHHuOGanm pacTOJKOBBIBAJ BJOXHOBEHHO, MIMPOKO >KECTHKYIHPOBAJ,
YIUBUTENBHO MOX0XKE N300paXkas TeX, 0 KOM TOBOPHIL

— DTOT KpacHOTOJIOBBIH, He mHave, 6or CeT, BUIE €ro KpacHbIe ria3a?!
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— Hexkorma Obuto MHE €My B TJIa3KM 3arisiplBaTh! — OrPBI3HYJICS
Axemenup.

— A g BuJel, IJ1a3a y HEro KpacHIouue, He XyxkKe, yeM rojosa. He 3Hato, ¢
YEero OH B3sUICS HAc 3alllMIIaTh, PaHbIIe ObUI BIOJHE OOBIKHOBEHHBIH OOT
MCTBIHU U 3aCyXU.

— XopolieHbkas y Hac komnanus! — ycMexHyics Apcam. — bor mycThinmy,
roBopuiib? Torna Mbl y)ke BCTpEJalInCh. . .

— Korma? I'ne?

— CoBceM HelaBHO, HO... MHE He MOHPABWIOCh. TOrja He 04eHb-TO OH ObLI
Ha MOEH CTOpOHE.

— Marp ToBopuT, uro Cer Mor BMemaThcs, Kak OOr-souH. BrosHe
BO3MOJKHO, OH 3apaHee MPHUHsUJT CTOPOHY 3aBoeBaresiel. Benp 6oram m3BecTHO
Oyxaymiee.

— BpixoauT, u y miepcoB, a 3HAYWT U y MEHs, 3aBeJicsd CBOM O0XKOK B ATOH
CTpaHe, — paccMesyicss AXeMEeHHU]I.

— CeT — BCIMKHH BOMH, IIOMOITHUK Pa, B OMTBE ¢ AIIIOIOM.

— DTO ¢ TEM YEepBAKOM M3 OacceliHa? — YTOYHHMII Iepc.

— Ha, a emgé, maTh ckazana, oH mpoTuBHUK Ocupuca u AHyOuca.

— U kak BBI TOJIBKO pa3OupaeTech, KTO Yel ApyT, a KTo uei Bpar?! Beap Bcé
Tak ObICTpO MeHsieTcs. BoT s emé coBceM HemaBHO ObLT yOeXk/IeH, 4To AHyOHC
— HeI10Xoi napeHs, a CeT — 3/110Ka. A Ternepb He 3HAI0, UTO U AyMarth.

— Uro THI Tam cebe Hampuaymaa, — MOMOPINWICS CTHINTSIHHH, — HAIIN
JIETCH/Ibl BEKaMU HE MEHSIOTCSI.

— BeIXomuT, MBI TOMaay COBCEM B HOBYIO JiereHIy. KTo-TOo coumnser e€
IIpsMO cerlyac.

— Tak e Ob1BaeT! — orpesan ['aHHMOAINT.

— Moxer ObITh, y KOTO-TO U HE OBIBAcT, — B3JOXHYJI IEPC, — a C HAMH BCE
MPOUCXOAUT UMEHHO TaK.

— Bo3MokHO, OH TIpaB, — cOIIacWilach MaTh €TUNTSHUHA, — BEOb MBI HE
IIOMHHM T€ BPEMEHa, KOTZla CO30aBaIMCh NpeKHUe JiereHasl. Ho KTo-To Kui B
3TO BpeMsl.

— Jla Hy Bac! — MaxHyn pykod ['aHHHOanm BMECTO TOro, YTOOBI MEPEBECTH
IpyTy e€ cimoBa. — S 3HaI0 TONBKO, YTO MPOUCXOTUT YTO-TO HEHOPMAIBHOE, H
XO04y BEPHYTHCS B CBOIO OOBIYHYIO JKU3Hb.

ApcaMm pgaxe He YIUBWICA, YTO Ha 3TOT pa3 MPEKPAacHO TOHSJ CIIOBa
erunTsSHKA. Benp moHmmanmm ke e€ KMBOTHBIE. UeM OH, B KOHIIC KOHIIOB,
xyxe?! Marp ['anHMOaMa, MONPOIIABIINCH, OTIPAaBUJIACH JOMOMW, BEJIEB CHIHY
HE 33/1ep>KUBATHCA.

— S Tosbko miepenaM Y O0anHep ciioBa Xepuxopa, YTo HoMapx MpoInaeT Ham
BCE JONTH, W TOMPOOYI0 Cpa3y NMPHUKYNHUTh B €€ XO3SHCTBE Iapy XOPOIINX
BOJIOB, — pacXBacTayCs ChIH.

— Moxer, He CTOMT MOAXOAWTH K cTapyxe ceddac? HewusBecTHo, Kak
MOJCWCTBOBANIN Ha HEE ITOCTIEeTHIE COOBITHS, — 3aMETHII AXEMEHH]I.
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— A MHe KaxkeTcs, — BO3pa3uil €ro JApPyr, — UMEHHO ceivac OHa U HE CTaHET
IPOSIBIISATH CBOCH OOBIYHBIC XaTHOCTH. Tem Goree. ..

— Tem Oonee k TeOe — MOOUMITY OOTOB, — paccMesicst ApcaMm, — TOMY, KOTO
He Tporaet Anor, koro 3anmmaet CeT U JII0OUT HOBOPOXKIEHHBIN Arec!

— HanpacHo cmeéiibes, s JeMCTBUTENBHO PAcCUMTHIBAI0 Ha JIydllee
OTHOILIeHHEe Oyiarofaps ObIUKY U BCEMY OCTaJIbHOMY.

— XKenaro ynaun.

— A Tebe cOBeTyI0 Jieub CIaTh, CKOpO HOYb, a 3aBTpa Bpsa Jn YOauHep
MIPEOCTaBUT TeOe CBOOOIHBIN IEHh U BO3BMOXKHOCTH OTOCIIAThCSL.

Jpy3bsi pa3omIuch KaXIbIM B CBOIO CTOPOHY, BOCHPSIHYBIIUH TyXOM
lananban oTmpaBmics K OOMy HOMapxa, a IEpC BEPHYJICS B CBOE TEMHOE
JKUIIKLIE, UIlla YeAUHEHUs, YTOOBI MPUHECTH MOJUTBBI AXypa Mase.

OH yXe TMPUHSIICA BCTIOMHUHATh CIIOBA NIPUBBIYHOW MOJIUTBHI, HO B TEMHOU
KOMHATE HE Ha 4eM ObUTO OCTAaHOBUTH B3IJISII — HA OTHS, HU Ja)Xe KPOXOTHOTO
OKOHIIA.

— Her! He Ttax!

[lepc pemuTensHO MOBEPHYJICS U BEHIMENI BO ABOP. OH OBICTPBIME IIaraMu
moIoMIEN K OacceifHy, HAKIIOHUIICS, 3a4EePITHY BOJBI, YTO0 OMOJIOCHYTH JIUIIO
U pyku. OcTaHOBHUJI MPOOEraBUIEr0 MHUMO MAalbUHUIIKY-CIYTy, KaK MOKHO
CTpaIrHee BHIIATUI 3a3yOpeHHbBIC HAKaHyHE ETHITETCKHE CIIOBA!

— Orounb! Jlamma.

ManbyoHKa HCIYraHHO BBINYYHJI IJIa3a, OMPOMEThI0 OpocWicid K AOMY
HOMapxa.

— Xorten ObI 5 3HATh, TTOHSUT OH MCHS WM HET, — B3JOXHYJ I1epC, — OH OBl
XOTb TOJIOBOM KUBHYJI B 3HAK COTJIACHSL.

Apcam He ycmend NpUAyMarh, Kyaa Obl MOr yOexaTh HE HMOHSBIIHI ero
CIIyTa, KaK CMBIIUIEHBIH MaJbuyraH MOSIBHICS, HECS 3aKEHHYIO MaCIISTHYIO
JamIly B pyKe.

— [Moxosxe, 1 HEAOOIEHII CBOM €TUIIETCKHM, — ITOpaioBaIcs AXEMEHNU .

3anony4yuB OrOHb, OH OTMPABUJICS WCIOIHATH 30POACTPUICKHAN PUTYa,
OJTHAKO, TJISAS HA A3BIYOK IUNIAMEHH M MPOM3HOCA, 00pallasch K HeMy, CJIOBa
AXyHBapa, OH BCE HE MOT COCPEAOTOUYMTHCA. Tak M CTOSUIM Tepel ria3amu
OTYAasHHO TIEpEIyraHHbBIC JIUIA eTUNTAH: CAE3Bl  OKCHIMH, PpEBYIINE
pebsTumku. M 3akaHuuBas 0ObIUHOE OOpalieHue K Oory, Imepc HEoXHJaHHO
UIs1 ce0st 1o0aBuUII:

— Boxe, MOMOTH THM JTIOISIM.

AXEeMEHHIy OCTaBaJlOCh TOJIBKO Jieub cmatb. OH  OIyCTWICS Ha CBOIO
LIMHOBKY, YCTaJIbI M OMYCTOIIEHHBIN, KaK HUKOTJa. ApcaM ObLJI yIUBUTEILHO
CephE3eH W JaKe HE CTapajicsi BEpHYTH cBOE 0oObIdHOE Jierkombicimue. Ilepc
3agyMaiicsl HaJ MPOWCIICANINM 32 [I€Hb, HO NPHYYIBl ETHIETCKUX OOTOB
3aHUMAJM €ro MEHBIIE BCEro. AXEMEHHI BAPYI IOYYBCTBOBAN CeOs
OTBETCTBEHHBIM 32 BCEX MEPCOB, KOTOPHIE BOT-BOT HABOIHAT ATY 3EMIIIO.

— Yropazguio xe MeHs1 oKkazatbes B Erunre panbliie nepcuicKond apMHuH. ..
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Apcam mioiimMan ce0s Ha TOM, YTO YyXKe Kellal, KOHEYHO, HE TOPAKCHHUS
Kam06u3y, HO BCEBO3MOXKHBIX MPEISITCTBHIA, KOTOPBIE CIOCOOHBI OTCPOYHTH €T0
MoxoJl. 3HAKOMbIE C JETCTBA JIIOAW M3 IMEPCHICKUX JBOPLOB IOKA3alHUCh
AXEMEHHIY CIHIIKOM JATEKUMH U TyKFMH.

Ho poactBeHHuK wmapeil He NPUBBIK JOATO MNpeObIBaTH B  IUIOXOM
HAaCTPOEHHHU, OH OTOABHHYI OT ce0si MpayHble MBICIH, PELIUB, YTO JOAYMAeT
UX 3aBTpa WIN KOTAA-HUOYAb MOTOM M, MOXKET OBITh, HAWAET BEpHOE PEIICHUE.
Ho HouHOe Bpems CIMIIKOM pacrojiarajo K MedTaM U COMHEHHSAM; YTOOBI
nerye u30aBUTHCS OT HAXJIBIHYBIIEH TOCKH, Apcam 0e3 COXaJeHHs OCTaBUII
CBOI TEMHBIN yroJIOK M MONIET UCKaTh AHAXUT. BiroOIEHHBINM BIOJIHE OTaBall
cebe OTYET B TOM, UTO MOCTYIACT CIMIIKOM OIPOMETYHBO, HO HUYEr0 HE MOT,
a TJIaBHOE He XOTell ¢ co0oil moaenars.

brnaromony4yHo MHHOBaB TMOTPYXEHHBII BO TbMYy JABOp, AXEMEHUJ
OCTaHOBHJICSI Ha ITOPOTe JI0Ma HOMapXa, HO OH COMHEBAJICSI BCETO MTHOBEHHE,
OTOABHHYJl TUIOTHYIO LIMHOBKY, IIAarHyJd BHYTPb. 3/€Ch HE CKYNHWJIUCh Ha
MAacJIo, BECh IOM OBLT 3aJTUT BECEIBIM JKENTHIM CBETOM MHOXECTBA Jiamil. U3-
3a HUX MEepCy Topasfo TsoKenee OBIJIO OCTaBaThCS HE3aMETHBIM. B xopumope
OH Cpa3zy HaTKHYJICS Ha MallbYMIIKy-ciIyry. K cuacTpio, TOT He pemuics
3aKpUYaTh cpasy, a Apcam ycrel 3a)KaTh eMy pOT, IPOLIUIIEIN:

— Tumre! Beé xoporo.

ErunTsHUH eMy He MOBEpWI W, KYCHYB 3a maiyel, Opocwics HayTek. [lpu
9TOM OH TaK TPOMKO BHU3KaJ, KaK M JECATh IOPOCAT HE CMOIJU OBbl.
B30eménnpIii  MCKaTeNh TMPHKIIOUCHWH TOCHCIIWI TOKWHYTh  KHJINIIC
Xepuxopa. A B OME€ yXe TOTHSUICS IIyM, K BU3TY MAJIBUYHIIKH JOOABHICS
Kalllellb U KapKaHbe CTapyXH M HENpHITHbIE BHIKpUKH lleTybacta. Ilepc roToB
OBLI CTpenoii METHYThCS dYepe3 JBOp OOpaTHO B CBOE yOexwuime, HO
3aepKaics, IPUCIYIINBAsCh, CTAPasCh pPa3IMIUTh MEJIOAWYHBIN TOJI0C
Anaxut. E€ cnpimiHO He ObUTO, a mepemnonox BcE€ HapacTald. ApcaM TOJBKO
yCIIeN TIPIKaThCss K CTEHE, KOTAa MHMO HEro IIOHECIHCH 3allyTaHHBIe
XO3UKOW CIyrd. AXEMEHHAY OCTaBaJlOCh TOJBKO TMOJ0XKAATh, TMOKa OHHU
yOeryT Kk BOpoTaM, 4YTOOBI HETOPOIUIMBO BepHYThcs Kk cebe. Korma asop
HOMAapXa HAMOJIHWICS CBUPEIBIM JIaeM CTapyXH, OH YK€ ObLI B 0€30MaCHOCTH U
OpaHwmI cebs 3a TO, YTO TaK TIIYIO YCTPOUI IEPETIONOX.

— Tonbko ObI 3Ta UCTOPHST HUUEM HE HaBpeAusia AHAXWUT, — COKPYIIAJICS
BITFOOIEHHBIH.

Ho on wnampacHo pemmn, uro Bc€ yxke mo3amu. PacmanuBiiasicss math
Xepuxopa He codHupaach yCIOKauBaThCs M JIOKUTHCS cnath. K ToMmy e oHa 1
MBICITH HE MOTJIa JOMYCTUTh, YTO KTO-TO OCTAHETCS CIIOKOEH, korjna YoanHep
Tak BoyHyeTcs. He monro mymas, crapyxa Besiena co3BaTh BceX yoay M XEHYY.
He mnpommo u yerBepTy 4aca, Kak Bcex pabOOTHHKOB HOMapxa coOpaid BO
nBope y OacceiinHa. Pa3Oynumu gaxe MHPHO CHABIIUX IOCIE TPYJOBOTO JHS
KPECThSIH, YbH JOMHIIKH OBUTH PACIIONOXKCHBI MOOIN30cTH. B Tomnme ernnTsH
Apcam cHoBa BcTpetwit ['aHHMOana.
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— Yro omATh CTpsACiock?! — BO3MyIIANICAd TEMHOKOXHA. — ThI 4TO-HUOYIb
MOHUMAEIIb?

— IloHumaro, — B3JOXHYJI 30pOacTpHell.

Eruntsanus cypoBO OCMOTpEI Ha ApyTa.

— Hy, co3naBaiics, uro HaTBOpHUII Ha cell pas!

AXxeMeHH]] He ycIied MOBeAaTh €My O CBOMX MPUKIIOYEHHUSX, KaK K HUM
MOJOMIIa MaTh XEpHxXopa, Talla 3a PyKy MOJHSBIIETO TPEBOTY MAaJIbUHIIKY.
OHa ThIKaNa HalbleM B COOpaBIIMXCA MYXYMH, a MallaH OTYasHHO MOTAal
TOJIOBOM.

— Her, ve on. He on, apyro#.

Korma kpuBoii maner ykasan Ha repca, ManbdyTaH ChEKWICS U IPOMOITIal,
HE 3Has, 4yero 00sThbcs OOJbIle: THEBA XO3SHUKM WM MecTH nHo3eMia. Crapyxa
cpasy pasrajaia ero COMHEHHS, MOACTYIMIA K ApcaMy U 3aBH3KaJIa:

— Tx1! D10 THI OBLT B MOEM JOME!

AxeMeHH]] cMepHJl € Ha/IMEHHBIM B3IJIAJI0M, HE CTall OTITUPATHCS:

-5

OH OBUT TOTOB K HPOKJIATHAM M OOCIMIAHUSM CTpAIIHBIX HaKa3aHWH, HO
MaTh Xepuxopa ero yauBuia:

— Bop! Bepnu!

—Yro... BepHYTH?

— Tol cam 3Haews! BepHu, uto ykpan! — npoinasiia ctapyxa.

COuTtslii ¢ ToNKy, ApcaM He 3Hall, YTO U AyMaTh.

— Twr yxpan! Ykpan!

— Ha gto?

— Te1 yxpan xotsT!

Ilepc pemmn, 9TO HEBEPHO MHOHSUI ETHNTSIHKY. IIBITancss MPUIIOMHUTH
MIOX0KHE CTI0BA, HO CMBICTIa BCE paBHO HE OBLIO.

— Korat! Kotsat! — kpuuana crapyxa. — M He nenait Buj, 4To He IOHUMACIIb
Mens! S Bumena, kak AHaxXuT 0OBICHsIA TeOE U MOKa3ajla HAlIUX KOTAT.

Apcamy mokazanoch, 4To OH comeén ¢ yma. JlagHo, Korja HeBeposSTHbIE
CTPaHHOCTH TBOPAT YYXKHE JypalKue OOrd, HO MaTh Xepuxopa CTosjia mepen
HUM — peajibHas U3 KPOBHU U IIJIOTH.

— KorsTa... 3auem... — pactepsaHO OopMmoTtan AxemeHun. — S BooOme
cobak mr00J110, a emié OobIIe JoImaaeH. .. 3aueM MHe KoTsaTa?

3aro crapas MaTh HOMapxa HHMajO HE COMHEBAaJIach, 4YTO €€ KOTsiTa
MPEACTABIITIOT OTPOMHYIO IIEHHOCTD /ISl HHO3EMIIA, B CEpAMIACEH Bce OOIIBIIE.

— 4 3acTaBmio TeOs cKa3aTh, Kyaa ThI UX Jei!

Ilepc moraapiBascs o cMbIcie €€ yrpo3, He IOHUMAasi HU CJIOB, HA MIPUYUHBI.
Ero, koHEUHO, paoBajio, 4TO cTapyXxe W B TOJIOBY IPHUIILIA HCTUHHAS LIENb €T0
MPOHUKHOBEHUS B JIOM, HO TO, YTO IIPOMCXOAMIO, OBUIO TaK CTPAHHO. ..

— Wném! — GemeHo ckoMaHI0Bajla MaTh Xepuxopa.

Ona cxBaTwiIa HHO3EMIIA 33 PYKY U MOTAIIMIA €ro K aOCOIIOTHO TEMHOMY
paObCKOMY KHITHIILY.

— 51 ToNBKO 4TO OTTYHA, — YAUBIISUICS MEPC, — HET TaM HUYEr0 MHTEPECHOTO.
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Ho crapyxa He xoTena ero naxe cCiylaTb, TOPOIMWJIACh K OAMHOKO
cTosBIIEMY cTpoeHHuIo. ClieoM 3a Hell CEMEHMIIM CIIYTU C APKUMH (haKeIamu.
Korpa Bce oHM CTONNUINCH B KPOXOTHOM KOMHATKE CO CTON0aMH, AXeMEHU
BIIepBbIe yBuAen €€ sipko ocBeméHHoW. llITykarypka Ha cTeHax okaszamach
HE3aKOHYEHHOH U yxke oOmynuBmieiics (peckoil ¢ ubucamMu u APYrHUMU
nécTpeiMu niTuliaMu. Ha ctosnbax emé BuaHbI ObUIH YETKHE NPOQHIN BaXKHBIX
(apaoHOB M Y30pHI U3 JIMHHBIX OCTPOKOHEYHBIX JIMCTHEB, HAIIOMHUHABIINX
nanpyc. Ho camoe ymuBuTensHoe OBLIO ropa3mo Hike — Ha mony. [lo
OpolIeHHON TaM IIMHOBKE, 3aMEHSBILIEH MOCTENb IUIEHHUKY, TOJI3aIU BECEble
W JIeNOBbIE KOTsTa JIMHHOXBOCTOH bact. UerBepo — Oenbldd, cepblii U jBa
I10JIOCATBIX.

— Otkyna? — mopasuicsi Apcam.

B otBeT emy pasmancst pajoCTHBIM MHCK MECTPON ceMelku. Mexay HOr
TOJIIMBIIMXCS BOKPYI LIMHOBKM JIOJEH € BaXHBIM BMJOM, CaMOAOBOJIBHO
3aJpaB XBOCT, [IPOLIECTBOBAJIA JJr0OuMas Oenas Koika AHaxuT. Bce HeBOJIbHO
nocMoTpenu Ha He€ — 3a0o0TiuMBas Mamamia B 3y0ax Hecla, YyXBaTHB 3a
3arpuBOK, IIOCIEIHEr0 pbDKEro KoTeHka. JloHas NO LMHOBKM, OHA OIlyCTHIIA
KpPOXY PSIIOM C OCTAJIbHBIMU PaJOCTHO MPUBETCTBOBABIIMMH €€ KOTATAMH U
3aBajiWiiach Ha OOK, 4TOOBI MOKOPMHUTH CBOHMX IPOXKOPJMBBIX JAeTOK. Bce
IATEPO YTKHYJIMCh HOCAMU B €€ MATKUI KUBOT.

Crapyxa u3ana CTpaHHbIH T'POMKHI 3BYK, BBIpaXaBIIUil, BUAUMO, 10CATY.
Hudero Oospiie He roBopsi, YOawHEp pe3KO IMOBEPHYJAch M BEHINUIA U3
KOMHaThI, CIyT'H IIOCIIeI0BaIM 3a HEH, YHOCS BCE OCBEIICHUE.

— W ato BcE?! — Opocuit iepc UM BCIIe/.

He mnonyyuB HUKakoro oTBeTa M OCTAaBIIMCh B IOJHOW TEMHOTE, OH
IIPOBOpYaJl HEIOBOJIBHO:

— UYro x oHa He 3a0paja CBOMX [IpParoleHHBIX KOTST, €CIH TaK HMH
JopoxkuT?! A 4To MHe-TO Temepb Aenath? Jlamma AaBHO moracia, LUHOBKY
3aHSJIA XBOCTAThIE, HOYL 00€IaeT ObITh JOJTOM.

KpomemntHass TeMHOTa OTHsUIa 3peHHE, 3aTO O0OCTpHIIa JPYTHE TyBCTBA.
ApcaMm cIbIIan, Kak SKaJHO YMOKAIOT TOJIOMHBIE KOTATa. BrroOiaéHHOMY
MOKa3aJIoCh, YTO OH pa3iIMyYWI TOHKHHA apoMmar IYHIMCTOrO0 Macia. 3amax
yCUIWIICA, KOTJa U3sIHas pyKa OTOTHYJIa Kpaid IUHOBKH, 3aKpbIBaBLIEH BXO/.

— AHaxuT, — B3JOXHYT Apcam.

OH xorten n00aBUTh, 4YTO OECKOHEYHO CYACTIMB, HO CJIEJOM 3a €ro
TF0OMMOH B KOMHATY BBAIMIIUCH CTapasi MaTh HOMapXa M €ro CHIHOK.

— Hy, 3auem onM BepHynuch?! — mpocToHAT AXEMEHUI.

Cnyr He Obuto, ¢aken HEC cam gonrosseii Ilerybact. [lo crenam
nonos3nu 4€pHele TeHu. Camas ypoanauBas Iouyecaja MJMHHBIAL HOC U
3arosopuia. Crapyxa crapanach OBOPUTh THUIIE, U €€ KapKaHbe Ha ITOT pPa3
HANlOMUHAJIO Kallleslb MPOCTY)KEHHOW 3MeU. AHAaXHT C MPEXHEH MOKOPHOCTHIO
[IepeBOANIIA, HE IS/ Ha IUICHHUKA:
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— Y6anHep roBOPHT, YTOOBI THI HE HAAESIICA, YTO BCE KOHUMIOCh. KonedHo,
OHa He 0 KoTATax Oecrokomnack. [Ipocto oHa He X0Tena, 9TOObI 00 ITOM 3HAITN
BCE CIIyTH.

— Tak ny4iie v MHE He 3HaTh?!

— Omna yBepeHa, YTo Tbl BCE-Taku ObUI B IOMe HOMapXa.

— Xoten 05l 51, 9T00 3TO OBLIO HE TaK, — MPH3HAICS TIEpC.

— Omna He crpammBaeT Tebs, Tak U 3TO, OHA yBepeHa. BepHHU TO, 4TO THI
Tam B34J1.

— OnATe ABaAuaTh MATh! — BO3MYTHIICS AXxeMeHu. — BMmecte ¢ kotaramu
KOIIIKa yTaluiIa 4TO-TO eI&, TONBKO S 371eCh HU MPH 4éM!

— Komka He Moryia yTamuTbh TO, YTO HILET MOSI CBEKpOBb, — 3aBepuiia
Amnaxwur.

— Pacckaxwute, HakoHel, 4To mpomano? — BenbUIM  Apcam. — CKOIBKO
MO’KHO HaIlyCKaTb TAMHCTBEHHOCTH?

— CBeKpOBb FOBOPHUT, YTO TAKUE BEIH BCIYX MPOU3HOCUTH HE CTOMT.

— Kakast TauHCTBEHHOCTb, — MEpeApasHUI CEPhE3HYIO JKEHIIUHY TMepc, —
IIyCTh OHA CKPBIBACT CKOJIBKO €l yroHO, HO XOTS OBl THI MOXKEIIb OOBSCHHUTH
MHE, YTO porcxoauT? Wi Tbl TOKE CUUTAEIIb MEHS BOPOM?

— Her, — B310XHyna AHaXUT U NOTYNUJIACh, — HO 51 HE 3HAI0, HE CTaHET JIU
enié Xyxxe, eClii Mbl OyJIeM TOBOPUTH 00 3TOM.

— He craner, — yBepeHHO 3asBW1 AXeMeHU, — BCE HAIETCs TaK e JIETKO,
KaK KOTSTa.

— TwI HE 3HaeNb, 0 4EM FOBOPUIIIH!

— Tak mpocBetu Mens! Jlo 4ero ke BbI cTpaHHBIE!

AHaxuT 3aJyMallach, IOCMOTpeNa Ha CTapyxXy, MPOU3HECa TOPOILIUBBIM,
UCILyT'aHHBIM LIENIOTOM:

— [Ipomnana BosmeOHas )KeMUyKHHA.

— Bonme6Has? — ycOMHUICS 30p0OacTpHell.

— Ero Obuta ykpamieHa kopoHa BepXoBHOTO xkpena. E€ HameBanm, 4ToObBI
oO0marscs ¢ boramu.

— C Kakoi-TO MIANKH BhINANa KPYIJIAMIKA, a S BUHOBAT?! — MPE3pUTEIHHO
BOCKJIMKHYJI AXeMEHUI.

— Tume! He roBopm Tak! — yxacHynach jxeHa Homapxa. — He ToO
HaKJIMKaelb Oexy.

— [ocnennee BpeMst OEIbI MPUCTAIOT KO MHE 0€30 BCSKOTO MOETO YYacTHsl.
Ilepenaii crapyxe, 4To XKEMUyKMHA MHE HE HY’KHA U 4TO 51 €€ BUAETh HE BUJEIL.

AHaxuT cTaja IEepPeBOAMTh, CTApPaTEIbHO CMAr4Yas BBIPAXKEHUS, HO
Y6aunep, Hepociymas e€, pa3pazuiach KPUKOM U KalllJIeM:

— OHa He BepuUT, — B3J0XHYJIa )KEHIINHA.

— Torpa nycte nowumer, Kak cienyeT, HaBEpHsKa, NOTEpsl 3aBaJIWIIACh
MPOCTO B KaKOM-HUOYAb MBIIBHBIN YTOJI, — TOCOBETOBAT ApcaM.

— I He MoTy cKa3aTh e Takoe, — 3aMpPOTEeCTOBAIa AHAXUT.

— Torma ckaxwu, 4To® OHa OOBICKaja 37eCh KaXKABIA IIar, MHE NPSITaTh
HEYero.
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Oty ¢pazy AHaXWT pemmiach Iepenath crapyxe, XOTS IMepcy H
MOKAa3aJI0Ch, YTO OHA HATOBOPHJIA TOPa3ao OOJIbIIIE.

«Ewg u onpaBapIBaeTca», — noaymain AXeMeHH]I.

Kena Xepuxopa cymena yroBOpUTh €r0 PasTHEBAHHYIO MaTh YCIOKOUTHCS
U Hayath moucku. Crapas X03siika TOTOBa ObUIa OOHIOXAaTh MOJN U CTEHBI
MaJIeHBPKOH KOMHATKU. BHYK BCIOY ClIeZoBa 3a Hel, BBICOKO MOTHSB (hake.
Korma onm 3anumm 3a cTon0, ApcaM BOCTIONB30BAJICS TEM, YTO OCTAJICS BIBOEM
¢ AHaxuT, ¥ npouIentan eu:

— ThI ke MOHUMAEIIb, YTO I MPUXOAMI B JIOM HOMAapxa He I TOr0, YTOOBI
BOPOBATH €r0 BONIIEOHYIO YemyXy. S TOIBKO XOTET YBHIACTD TEOSI.

JKenmrna Homapxa He OTBETHIIA, a BIFOOJIEHHBIN MTPOIOIDKAI:

— Bce oOBuHeHUs — epyHnaa, Opeld, XOT 5, KOHEYHO, BOP, HO S MEYTaI0
YKpacTh y Xepuxopa TOJIBKO OAHY IparoleHHOCTh. Bee ero 6orarcTsa — mpax.
A Teb 51 00s3aTeNIbHO YKpaTy!

AHaxWT TOCIENIHO 3a)Kajla eMy poT.

— Huxorna we roBopu storo! borm Hac mokaparot, mwinm Xepuxop yObET
MeHs!

OHna xoTena oTAEPHYTh PYKY, YBUIEB, UTO CTapyXa ¢ BHYKOM BBIIUIU H3-3a
cTos6a, HO BIIOOJIEHHBIM OCTAHOBUII €€ ABM)KEHUE, [ISTIHYJI:

— Xoporo, st ykpaay Tebs Moa.

AHaxuT HaOpajna BO3AyXa, 4TOO BO3MYTHTbCS M OTPYrarb JEp3KOTO
WHO3EeMIIa, Ja CTapyXa HEOXHJIAHHO HamlpaBWiIach B UX CTOPOHY, W OHHU
OTCTYNHJIM HA IIar JAPYyT OT JIpyra W 3aMepiH ¢ BHUIOM HAIIKOIUBIIUX JETCH.
Matb Xepuxopa ObUTa CIUIIKOM 3aHSTa IIOUCKaMH, YTOOBI 3aMEeTHTh 3T0. OHa
CHOBA MPUHAJIACH KPUUATh O CBOEM:

— 3pmecs HHUYETO HET, — MEpeBOAMIA JKEHa HOMapxa, — TBI CIpSATAl
JKeMUy>KuHy B Apyrom mecte! 3Haems 310 U panyemsbes! Ho ona 3actaBut
Te0sl CO3HATBHCA, i€ JPAaroleHHOCTb.

— Yro X, IPUAETCS] CPOTHO 3TO BEITyMATh.

HampacHo ApcaM Tak JETKOMBICICHHO OTHECCS K TPETCH3HMSIM MaTepH
HoMmapxa. OnHa ObUla HAcTpoe€Ha OYEHb peHIMTeNbHO. WM Haj ToJoBOM
rieMsHHuKa maps [lapcel HaBucna Hacrosimas Oena. Crapyxa cMoTpesa Ha
HEro TakK, CJIOBHO XOTella HMCIeNeNuTh. ['opapii Axemenun He oTBen ria3. U
X03s1iiKa COBCEM paccBHpernena:

— Hy, Geperuch, — rpo3HO ImpoIIMIIENa OHA, — 5 3aCTaBII0 TeOsI CO3HATHCA,
3a4eM THI BRIKPAJT PEITUKBHIO!

Korma Amaxut mepeBogmma cioBa YawHep, TOJ0C y HeE NpeAaTelbCKh
JIpOTHYJ, OHa 100aBUIIa TOPOIUIMBO:

— OTnaii eii KeMUyXHHY, 3a4eM OHa TeOe?!

— Her y MeHs HUKaKuX peNuKBHUi! — BOCKIMKHYIJ YE€CTHBIM 30pOacTpHer. —
s MeHs B JToMe HOMapXxa Thl — €IMHCTBEHHAs IParoleHHOCTh!

— AX, HE JO JTOrO Temephb, — B3IOXHYyNA JKCHIIWHA, — MOS CBEKPOBB
crocoOHa Ha JTFOOYIO )KECTOKOCTb.

— Jlymaenis, 1 HCIIyTaroCh Kakoi-To cTapyxu?!
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— Momuats! — B3BU3TrHYNna Math Xepuxopa. — YTo BBI TaMm mIEMYeTeCh 3a
MOeii CIHOM !

AHaxuT B3BOJTHOBAHO YBEpsUIa, YTO TOJIBKO IbITANACh YTOBOPUTH MHO3EMIIA
CO3HAThCA B COICSIHHOM, HO MaTh HOMapxa HE XOTela € BEpHTh, CIyIlana
HEBHHMATEJIBHO, 3JI00HO dYecasia MIEKY, COCPEIOTOYCHHO J>KeBalla TyOamu.
Hakonern npousHecna packaTUCTO, MOYTH CIIOKOMHO:

— Bommebnyio xeMuyxuHy s BCE paBHO Haiimy, a TeOs, XCHyy, XKAET
CTpalllHas Ka3Hb.

IlepeBonst €€ yrpo3bl, AHaxXWT MOOJEAHENA, TOBOPHIA COBCEM THXO.
Apcamy ke curyanmus Bc€ emé Kazajgach KOMHYHOW. TonbKo CKOpOHast
OJISTHOCTh JIIOOMMOW KCHIIMHBI BbI3BaJIA y Hero TpeBory. CoObiTus
Pa3BUBAIKCH CTPEMHUTEIFHO M TaK HEBEPOSTHO, YTO C M300PETATEIHHOCTEHIO
MaTepu Xepuxopa He MOrH Obl cpaBHUTHCS W Ooru Erumnrta. OHa KIHMKHYNA
CIIyT, ¥ MaJIeHbKasi KOMHATa CHOBA HAIIOJHHUJIACE JTIOJIBMH C OPYXXHEM B pyKax.
Komanzp! crapast eruntaHka otaaBaa *ECTKO U KOPOTKO, CJIOBHO BOUH, TABHO
MPUBBIKIINKA yOpaBisaTh apMuel. Ilepc He moHMMaI €€ MpPUKa3oB, & MOJIOAYIO
JKEHy CBOETO CBhIHA CTapyxa BBIIPOBOJAWIA, €IBa Ha4daB OTIABaTh
pacnopsbkeHus. AXeMeHHly BCE MPOUCXOAMBILEE BOKPYT MOKA3aJI0Ch AYPHBIM
cHoM. OH He CTaJl CONPOTUBIATHCS, KOTJa BOOPYKEHHBIE CIIYTH COMPOBOIUIN
€ro JI0 COCeTHETO HU3KOTO CTPOCHUS, BOBCE JIMIIEHHOTO OKOH. BHYyTpH cTosu1a
IUTOTHAS TyXOTa W TEMHOTa. PrDkuil cBeT dakena pasorHan Mriry, U Apcam
YBUZET, UTO BOKPYr TOJIWINCh KaMeHHble aTpuUOYyTBl ErHIIeTCKOro
norpedaJIbHOr0  00psJa: TpOMagHbIe capkodaru, TMOKPBIThIE pe3b0ol u
MI030JIOTOH, KaMCHHBIC IUINTHI, MCHCIIPEHHBIC HAAMUCIMH, Pa3HbIe (QUTYPKU
mojieii u 60roB, 30J0Tast yTBaphb.

— Momunms?! Hy, momuu, morau!

Crapyxa morpo3mia AXEMEHHIYy CBOMM KOCT/SIBBIM IajblieM, 3JI0
KapKHyJia 4YTO-TO eII€, W Mmajel] pe3Ko yKa3al Ha TpOMaJHbli KaMeHHBIN
capkodar, JIeKaBImHH psIoM. YeTBepo CIyr, WCHONHSASA IMPHKa3, OpOCHIHCH
MOJIHUMATh  TKEITYI0 BEPXHIOK IUIHTY ¢ Oapenbedamu OOroB 3arpoOHOTO
mupa. C TPOMKHM KPSAXTEHHEM OHH CABUHYJHU €€ ¢ MecTa W npunogHsuid. Ilo
HOBOMY KapKaHbIO UM Ha MOMOLIb PUHYJIUCH €lI€ ABOE, U BMECTE UM YAajIoCh
CHITH IUINTY, OTKPHIB TEMHBIC BHYTPCHHOCTH KaMmeHHoOro rpoba. Octpus
ErUIeTCKUX TOMOPOB YNEPIUCH ApcaMmy B IpyAb, U OH 3aMETHTb HE YCIell, KaK
MOBaNWICA Ha JHO capkodara. OH MBITAICS MOAHATHCS, HO CIYTH HOMapXxa
OIyCTHJIM HaJl HUM KaMCHHYIO IUINTY, OCTaBHB TOJNBKO Y3KYIO MICTh HaJ
ronoBoii. B Heé AxemeHmIry ObUT BUJICH TOJBKO KOJIBIXaBIIMKCS CBET (hakena
U CIIBIIIEH FOJI0C MaTepy HOMapXa, HAMEPEHHO OTUYETIIMBO [IPOU3HECIIEH:

— TsI gpIIIaTH, YMUPATh MEIJICHHO OT rojiona!

Omna gaxke CyHyIa Hajell B Ielb, YTOO INICHHUK JIydIe e€ TOHIT.
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I'naBa YyeTbIpHaAAUaTass

KN3Hb ITOCJIE CMEPTH

MrHoBeHHe CIyCTsI BOKPYT capKodara CTUXJIM BCE 3BYKH U MPONaJl PhIKUIA
cBeT. TeMHOTa OIyCTHJIAaCh Takasi U€pHas U rycrasi, 4To Iepc HE MOI' OTJINYUTh
Y3KOTO OCTaBJICHHOTO €My OTBEPCTHsl OT MIJIBI BHYTpU capkodara. Emy
MI0Ka3aJ10Ch, YTO OH OCJICH U OIJIOX.

C XyTKOH sICHOCTBIO Apcam BcrioMHWJ HaaMmeHHbIe cioBa Cera: «Temnepb
TeOss 3amypoBanmu u 3a0buT». CO BCEX CTOPOH €r0 CKOBBIBAN XOJOIHBINA
MEPTBBIA KaMeHb, MICBEIbHYTHCS OBUIO HEBO3MOXKHO, KPHYATh OECIOJIE3HO.
Bnepenu ocraBamack TOJBKO MeAJIEHHAs MyuyuTelbHas cMepTb. OTuyasHue
CMEpTETBHBIM XOJIOJIOM OOJIHIIO CEepaIIe.

— Heyxenu 310 BCE, koHen?!

I'myxast TeMa 66112 0TBETOM. MOJIOZOCTD M CHJIa BOCCTANIM TIPOTHB HEE.

— Ipmmats! — SIpOCTHO TOBTOPHIT AXEMEHH/I.

OH ¢ TpyAOM COTHYJ PYKH, Hallylajl Lieflb, MPOCYHYJ B He€ MalbLbl U,
BJIOXKUB B OJJMH PBIBOK BCE CHJIBI, AEPHYI ILTUTY, CTApasCh PaCUIMPUTh LIEIb.
Pazmancst  mpOTHMBHBIA ~ KOPOTKMA  CKpeXXeT  KaMHS,  COOOIIMBIIHMA
MIPUTOBOPEHHOMY, UTO IOIBITKA YIAIACH: XOTS OBl YyTh-4yTh OTBEPCTHUE LN
YBEJIIMYUIIOCh. YTPAMBI AXeMeHuA MOBTOpWi ABMKeHHe. OH HU O 4éM He
JyMas, HE 4YyBCTBOBAJ, TOJIBKO BCIYLUIMBAJICA B KOPOTKUMN TSKENBIM CKpEKET.
U1 noBTopsii, NOBTOPAJ IBUKEHUS, BKJIaAbIBasi BCE CUJIbl B KOHUMKHU IAJIBLIEB.

B ymax mymeno oT CTpallHOTO HAIpsDKEHUS, HO IIEeTb OY€Hb MEIJIEHHO
yBeJln4MBanack. B He€ mepc yke MOTr 3aCyHYThb JIaJloHb, IOTOM JaXKe KyJak.
Emé ycunue — ¥ IiIeHHUKY N0Ka3aJIoCh, YTO OH CMOJKET NPOCYHYTH F'0OJIOBY, OH
MOTSAHYJCS K CHACUTEIbHOMY OTBEPCTHIO... LIeNb OKa3zajach CIWIIKOM Maja.
AXeMeHH]] TIPOJIOJDKUI CBOM aICKHH TpyHd, TOKa OBUIM CHJIBL Y CTalOCTh
HaBaJIJIach — TsDKEMast, Bs3Kas, paBHOAyIIHAS. OH C TPYZOM 3acTaBUI ceOs
MOJHATh TOJIOBY, OHa JIETKO MpOLUIa B HEOXUAAHHO IIMPOKYIO IIENb.
AxemeHH] 3Me€i NPOTHCHYJICS B 0Opa3oBaBIIeecss OTBEPCTHE, BBHIOpaics M3
capkoara u coBceM 0e3 CHII IOBAJTHIICS Ha TOJI PSIZIOM C HUM.

Ilepc Tsxemo aplmialn, XBaTal PTOM CHEPTHIM BO3AYX, Ka3aBLIUMKICI €My
OPOXJIAZHBIM U CBEXHM IIOCIIE TECHOH IyXOTHl KaMeHHOro rpoba. Meiciu
TEKJIM MEIJICHHBIE W Bsutble. He XBaTamo cui gaxke mopagoBaThesi 00peTéHHON
cBoboe. [TocrenenHo yepe3 ycTanocTh NPoOUIach TPEBOra:

«Henp3s, uToObl MeHs Hanwu 3aeck! Hano yiitu, yittu, HO Kyna?»

Yo6exars ganmeko ApcaM ObII HE B COCTOSHHH, M KaK-TO caMoO cO0Oi
MPUIIDIO PEIICHHUE CIPSITAThCs TaM, T/I€ €T0 TOYHO He OYAyT UCKATh.

— Ilyckait Bce aymaroT, 4To st BCE ewé JIexKy B 3TOM KaMEHHOM rpoly, —
U3MYYEHHO YNBIOHYIICS Tepc.

OH MeUIEeHHO BCTaJ, HABATWICS HAa BEPXHIOIO IUINTY capkodara
MOCTIEIHUM yCUJIeM cIBHHYJ €€ oOpaTHo. lllaTasich U Boso4a HOTH, MJIEHHUK
BEPHYJICA B KOMHATY C ABYMS CTOJIOAMH U PYXHYJI Ha CBOIO CTapyIO IIUHOBKY.
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AHaxWT CEMEHMIIA CIIEOM 33 CBEKPOBbIO, HE CMEs BO3Pa3UTh €€ CBUPEIIOMY
rueBy. OHa BHepBbIe BHIena YOaumHep Takoi B3OeméHHOH. Crapyxa 4acTo
IpOSIBIISUIA CBOM KPYTOW HpaB, HO €€ KPUKU U OpaHb HUKOTJA HE yrpOXKald
HUYbeH Xu3HU. JJoub Muaum He Moria MmoHsATh MPUUNHY TaKOW repemMeHsbl. To
JY MaTh HOMapxa CIHILKOM CHJIBHO HCIyrajach MPONaXXd PEIUKBUHU, TO JH
OTCYTCTBHE XEpHUXOpa MO3BOJIIIO BEIPBATHCS HA CBOOOY €€ KPOBOXKAIHOCTH.

Momnopaas keHIIMHA TOBEPUTh HE MOTJIA B TO, UTO TOP/bIA iepc ympeT. OHa
BuHIWIA cebs B TOM, 4To mpomsonnio. Korma mate Xepuxopa HEMHOTO
YCIIOKOWJIACh, OTJIOXKKJIA HAa YTPO HOBBIE MOMCKHU KEMUY>KMHBI U COTJIacujach
Jedp craTh, AHaxWUT BbDKJAJa, IOKa B JOME HacTaja IOJIHAs TUILMHA, U
BBICKOJIb3HYJIa BO ABOD.

BeicTphIM maroM oHa go0exana 10 CTPOSHHS, TAC XPaHWINCH 3apaHee
MIPUTOTOBJICHHBIE OoraTcTBa Oyaylield rpoOHHIEI HOMapxa, W, HE 3aKuras
JIaMIIbl, BOIILJIA B KPOMEILIHYIO TEMHOTY, [103BaJja:

— Apcam, Apcam, Thl MEHS CIBIIIUIIE?

He nonyunB oTBeTa, CIOXBAaTUIIACH:

— Her, Her, nyume Momym, He oTBeuail. S TOMbKO OBICTPO CKaXy TO, YTO
JOJDKHA, W YAy, MOKa MeHs He XBaTWwiuch. Sl 3HaKw, OT4YEro Ha Hac
OOpYIIMIUCH BCE ATH YKAachl U HECUACThsl: U CYHAYK Xepuxopa YTOHYM, U
TOPSIITYIO CTPEJTy HAIIUIH, M KePTBEHHBIN OBIK POMA, U CBSIIEHHAS PEIUKBHS
noTepsAngack... Bcé momwio He Tak, Kak paHblIe... BCE H3MEHWIOCh.
JyMaia... sl TMOHsUIa, — B3BOJHOBAHO IIENTaja >KEHIIWHA, — BCE HAYauoch C
TOTO JHSA... KaK TOJBKO 5 TeOsI yBHIENA. .. sl HE M00II0 Xepuxopa, HO s BCETAa
OblIa BEpHOU W yecTHOU cynpyroii. He 3Haro, kak y Bac, Ho B Erunre o4ueHs
MHOT0 3HaYUT cOoOII0AeHUE Tpaauuuil. Myx UMeeT npaBo MoOUTh, 1axe YOUTh
HEBEPHYIO JKeHy... AHyIy YOWJI CBOIO JKeHY M Opocui cobakam, a bara cxxer
HEBEPHYIO... KOHEYHO, Y HAaC TaKuX MyXKel CyAdr, HO... MYXbsIM JOCTaTOYHO
MOKJISICTBCS, YTO JKCHIUHBI OBUTH BUHOBHBI B M3MCHE... S Hapymmia... s He
IObKHa ObUIa... He JOJDKHA ObUIA Jake 3amMedarh OPYrux MyX4uH. S keHa
Homapxa! S moymkHa OBITH BCerja oOpas3IoBOi KEHOH. A TocieHee BpeMd. . .
s ObUIa CJMIIKOM... CJIMIIKOM BHUMAartenbHa K TeOe. S1 Hapymmia ober,
JaHHBIA MoeMy Myxy. S Haknukana 6exy! Mbl He TOMKHBI OOJblIE BUAETHCS !
S mpuIuIIo CIyr, OHM MOAHUMYT IUIUTY, W THI JOJDKECH OexaTh, OeXaTh Kak
MO>HO Janbiie orcroga! Cerogns yxe mo3aHo, NOTEPIU A0 CIEAYIOMEH HOUH.
Ho 51 Gonbie He npuy... HUKOTAA... Tpormaii!

AHaxuT BEITEpIIA CO IMEK CIIE3HI, TOBEPHYJIACh U OeroM yOeskalia Mpoyb.

Vxe yTpoM, Koraa JABOp 3alUBIM SIPKUE COJHEYHbIE JIy4yd, OHa
ocTaHOBWJIA y OacceifHa MalbYMILIKY-CIYTY, TOTO CaMOro, KOTOPBIH MOIHSII
HOYHOU TEeperoox.

— TwI BHJIET CETOIHSA MOIO KOIIKY?

— Her, rocnoa, oHa Tak ¥ OCTaIaCh C KOTATAMH B 3a0pPOIICHHOM JIOME, TJie
XKuin Oemplii pa®d HOMapxa, — 3agyMaBIINCh HAa MTHOBEHHE, OTBETHII
OIUTEIbHBINA eTUIITSHAH.

29



— Iloiinu, Bo3bMU KOP3UHKY, IPHHECH B JIOM BCeX KOTAT U bact He 3a0y1b,
— pacnopsiAniIach JKeHa HoMapXxa.

OHa BepHyJach B MPOXJIAJHYIO T€Hb JI0Ma, NpsAYach OT MaAIIUX Jydend. A
MaJbUyraH MmoOekal HCIONHATh,  Omepenmn e€, IOomajcs HaBCTpedy C
KOP3UHKOH B pyKax.

He ycniena AHaxuT NOAHATHCS Ha BTOPO 9TaX U, B35B B PYKU HUTKH, CECTb
3a CBOM TKAIlKMW CTAHOK, KaK C YJHIIBI pa3/ajicsi HOBBIM AyIIepa3IUparonInil
KpUK MaJIOJIETHETO ciyrd. Bmecte co BceMu KEeHIIMHA MOCMeNIa Tyaa, Ie
3aBHC Ha OJHOM BBICOKOI HOTE €ro nepemyrasibiii Borib. Eruntsne cnemmnm
K CTOSIBIIEMY OTIIEJIFHO 3a0pOLICHHOMY 3/IaHHIO, OTBEAEHHOMY HOMAapXOM IS
wieHHUKa. ClieoM 3a IIycTpeIMH y0ay, KOBBUISIIA U MaTh XEPHXOpa CO CBOUM
JMOOOMBITHBIM BHYKOM. YIUBJIEHHAs AHAaxXWUT CTapanach AEPXKaThCs PAAOM C
HUMH. Tak oHa W 3allia B MOJYTEMHYIO TOCTPOMKY clieioM 3a OypuaBIiel
pyrareiabCcTBa CTapyXxou.

W3-3a cropOneHHOW crnmHBI YOawHep MOJIO[asl >KEHIWHA BIIISIENACh B
CyMpaK KOMHATHI € IByMsI CTOJI0aMHU U JIMIIKJIACh Aapa peyu.

OHna cpa3y yBuJiena LIeJI0ro U HEBpeIuMoro AXeMeHuja, HaIMEHHO CBEPXY
BHHU3 B3HWpaBIIer0 Ha coOpaBmmuxcs. OH ObUT abCONIOTHO CIIOKOSH U JTaXKe
VIBIOANCST CBOMM HEJABHAM MYYHTEISIM. ApcaM  CTOsUI, HEOPEKHO
IIPUCIIOHUBIINCH K KOJIOHHE, CKPECTUB PYKH Ha I'PYIH, a Y €ro HOT... PbDKUI
KOTEHOK BEeCell0 TOHMJI MO Tody OOoNbLIyl0 NepiIaMmyTpOBO-TOIYOyIO
KEMUY)KUHY.

Marp HOMapxa 3axieOHynach KamwieM, Ilery0acT MPHBBEIYHO MPHHSIICS
JIynuTh e€ 1O CIIMHE, pacTepsHHbBIC CIYTH HE 3HAIH, Kak ce0st Bectu. HakoHen
cTapyxa CMOTJia BbIIABUTh:

— Vikac! — u HanycTHIach Ha BHYKa. — [IpekpaTu meHs Outb! Mai emé tak
¢ 6abkoii!

ITapens nonsiTUiICs OT HEE, @ HOcaTas BCE KapKana:

— Kommap! Takoro ObiTh He Moxer! DT0 4YTO Xe Todydaercs? —
3aaymanach oHa. — boru Ha ero ctopone?! Kommap!

AHaxuT He 3HaJla, 4YTo ei Jenarh, n3deraya CypoBOro B3risaa cBekpoBu. Ta
MOMaHWJIA €€ KPUBBIM IaJbLIEM:

— IlepeBonn!

Ho VYOamnep cama emé He pemmna, 4To AO/DKHA CKa3aTh CTPAHHOMY
WHO3EeMIly, TOJIbKO JKeBaja ry0amH, peIUTeNbHO OTKpblBaJla POT U
3axJI0IbIBaja ero CHoBa. Tak HMYEro W He MpUAYyMaB, OHA PSIBKHYJIA HAa BHYKa:

— JlaBaii, mogHUMU xeMuyxkuHy! Jlonro oHa OyzaeTt BasIThes?

BremmyunB Tha3a OT ycepnmus, MapeHb PHUHYICS OTOMpaTh y KOTEHKA
urpymky. Jla He Tyr-TO ObUTO! Ha 3ammTy Manblina BCTajga pasTHEBaHHAsS
bact. Komika BeIrHyna crnimHy, Tiprbkana ymu, 3ammiena. Jlaxe e€ MoiodHo-
Oenblii MEX TMOTEMHENl M MepecTal Ka3aThCsi MATKUM. PsSmoM ¢ MaTephlio
IIECTEPO 3JTIOUINX KOTAT MOKA3BIBAIM MEJIKHE 3YOKH W TPOMKO HMPOH3HUTEIHHO
MsyKalld, BOMHCTBEHHO JA€pranu xBocramu. CbpiH Xepuxopa HEBOJBHO
OTCTYNWJI Ha3al.
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«3aBuayIO g KOIIKaM, — 3710 MOAyMan Apcam, — sl caM FOTOB MOPBAaTh ATOTO
COCYHKA M BCEX €THITSH!».

OH roToB OBUT PBIYATH OT JOCAJIBI.

«Ipoxnstue! N 3auem croma mpunépcst manpuumka?! OnsTe TPUHSIICS
opaTh, CO3BaN BCEX).

AXeMeHHU]] TOJIBKO C BUAY Ka3aJiCsi CIIOKOWHBIM M HaJMEHHBbIM. BHyTpH y
Hero BcE KIIOKoTayio. Memmanuch 3710CTh Ha ce0s M Ha BeCh OCNBIH CBET 3a TO,
YTO OH TaK TIJIyNO ToMajcid, U OTYAsSHHBIA MPOTECT MPOTUB HEU3OEKHOTO
HOBOTI'O TIOTIAIaHUs B KaMEHHBIH rpo6 miu emé Kyna noxyxe. Ho ropusii nepe
cTapaicst He mofarh BULy. OH HaKJIOHWICS, HEOPEKHO MOIXBATHI KPAaCHUBBIN
HIapuK, noadpocuit Ha dagoHu. [Iponsnéc HacMemIINBO:

— Kaxercs, Becb ChIp-00p U3-3a 3TOU UTPYIIKU?!

Crapass MaThb HOMapXxa cpa3y IpOTsHyJa pyKy K kemuykuHe. Ckopuuia
JKYTKYIO TpUMacy U IpOXpuIena:

— Ortpait! Otnail, ypoHHIIB!

JlerkoMBICTICHHBI ~ AXeMEHuJA caenanl BHJI, YTO JIparoleHHOCTh
BBICKOJIb3HYJIa Y Hero u3 pyK. Ctapyxa 3aoXHyjach OT CTpaxa, a MOHSB, YTO
TUICHHUK W3JIeBAeTCs, pe3KO MOBEPHYNach K AHaXUT, cXBaTWia €€ 3a IUIeYH U
MPUHATIACH TPSICTH, OpbI3rasi CIIIOHOM U TIOBTOPSIS:

— Cxaxu! Cxaxu emy!

Mornonas xeHIuHa BRICBOOOAMIACh U3 € HENKUX MajbleB, OTOJBUHYIACh
C HEmpus3HBI0. B 3TO BpeMmsi KOTsTa, ocTaBmIMecs O€3 WUTPYIIKH, 3aHSIIHCH
CBIHOM HOMapxa, Kak yMeJIH JEMOHCTPUPOBAIM CBOKO HenpusizHb. OHM Je3nu
apamnarhe U KycaTtb 00cble HOru noapocTtka. OH crapasics n30aBUThCA OT HHUX,
MMHAJ1 OJHOTO, Npyrue Hamajain emé oxecTouéHHell. IlapeHbp B3BBUT H
yOesxan mpoub. JloBosbHBIE TOOEI0H, KOTATA MPHHSIINCH BBUIN3EIBATH JIATIBL. A
Yb6auHep paspaswiach JUIMHHOW — IIYMHOW THPAJIOW, OHA TOPOMMJIACH,
BBIKPUKHBaJla KOPOTKHE 3Jble cJoBa el Hepa3z0opuuBeil, dem OOBIYHO.
AHaxXuT HEBOJIEHO MOPIIIIIACK, CIyIIas e€, IToToM o0paTmiack K Apcamy:

— Jlydme caM oTHmail >XeMYYy)XKHMHY MOCH CBEKpOBH, OHa CIIOCOOHa Ha
CTpalIHOE.

Yo6aunep pyranack, TpeOys NMEpEeBOJAUTH TOUHEe. AXEMEHUA 0e3 JHUITHHX
CJIOB IIPOCTO MPOTSAHYJ KEMUY)KUHY AHAXHUT:

— Otaaid, mycTh CTApyIIKa HOPAIYeTCsl, — YIBIOHYIICS OH.

JKeHmprHa OCTOPOXXKHO B3sJIa JParoLEHHOCTh. 3amo0oBasiach OOJNBLUINM
[IepIaMyTPOBO-TOTYOBIM MOPCKHM UyZoM. MaTh Xepuxopa BBIXBaTHIA
KeMuykuHy u3 e€ pyk. [lepeOpocmiia W3 OIHOW PyKH B JPYTYIO, CIOBHO
0o0OXTIJlach Ha JaJ0HHM, TOJHEcHa K caMoMy JIMIy. 3allenTtaja YTo-TO
HepazOopumBoe. [lepeBerna B3rsaa Ha AXeMEHHAA, 3aIIUIIETa YTPOXKATOIIe:

— ToI momkeH ObITh HaKa3aH! — mepeBesia AHAXUT.

— becnone3Ho! — ycmexnysncst Apcam.

V3HaB ero OTBeT, cTapyxa 3agyMainach, Ilodecaja [JIMHHBIA HOC,
MOPIIMHHUCTYIO IIEKY, XMBIKHYJIA, CKa3ajla ¢ 10CaJ0N:
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— IToxoske, uTo OBI ST HE IpUAyMaia, O0TH BCE UCIPABAT. .. HO 51 HE MOTY BCE
OCTaBUTh MPOCTO TaK...

AHaxuT HErpOMKO IiepenaBajia e€ clioBa, HE 3a00TiICh O TOM, YTO MaTb
Xepuxopa ropopuiia ux camoii cede. [lepc mpoomkan HaAMEHHO YIIbIOATHCS,
YTOOBl HUKTO HE 3aMETHJI, KaK OH CXaJl 3yObl U HANPsHKEHHO BCIYIIMBAJCS B
Yrpo3bl CTUNTSHKA. YOaWHep MpPONOJDKANA pacCykaaTh BCIyX, Mepedupas
Ka3HU OJ[HAa CTpallHee ApYyro. AHaxXWT TMepecTaja IEepPeBOANTh, MOIYa
Cllylliaja cBeKpoBb. Ta pas3olulack HE Ha IIYTKY, BBIAYMBIBas BCE HOBBIE U
HOBBIE 3BepcTBa. Mosogas >KeHUIMHA OJenHena, ciyuas e€; HEeoXHIaHHO
pYMSHEII BEpHYJICS Ha IIEKH AHAXUT, OHAa OBbLIa CYacT/IMBa CKa3aTh Apcamy:

— Matp Moero Myxa IepeayMana yCTpamBaTh TeOe HaKa3aHHs, OIacasch
raeBa Ooros. [locienHee BpeMst OHU yX CIMIIKOM YacTO BCTAaBAJU HAa TBOIO
ctopoHy. OHa roBOpHT, 4To U 0e3 TeOs y He€ 3a00T XBaTaerT.

— Heyxenn crapyxa pemmna MeHSI OTIYCTUTH COBCeM? — HE MOBEPHII
TUICHHUK.

— Her, xoHeYHO, Takoe pelieHne MOXKET IMPUHATh TOJIBKO caM HoMapx. Ho
JI0 €T0 BO3BPAILCHHS OHA OCTABUT TeOs B ITOKOE.

— He xo4y gaxxe mymarth, Kakoil TOKOIl OHA MHE TOTOBMUT.

— Hapnerock, oHa nieiicTBUTENbHO 3a0y1€T O TBOEM CYLIECTBOBaHHH, HO. ..

Crapyxa 3710 népHyna e€ 3a pyKy:

— IIpexpaTu 6onrtate ¢ HuM! He cmeli naxxe BHUMaHUs Ha HETO 0OparnaTh!

ITo xomaHae MaTepu HOMapxa BCE €TUNTAHE APYKHO PUHYIIHUCH U3 KUIHIIA
ieHHUKa. B 1Bepsix oOpasoBanack TojiKydka. Crapyxa € BEIHYECTBCHHBIM
BUZOM IOJOXK/IANIa, MTOKAa MPOXOJ OCBOOOIUTCS, W C TOPAO IOCTENOBaNa 3a
OCTaJbHBIMU. AHAXUT XOTeNla 3a/IepP)KaThCsl, HO NepeayMalia U 3aTOpONUiIach
MIPOCKOJIL3HYTH BIiepén Y Oaunep.

— Beceno, — noxgpiToxkun AxemMeHu, — B KOTOPBIN YK€ pa3 3a MocienHee
BpEMsl BIIOPY CIIPOCUTb, YTO OyJIeT Jable.

K Hemy GeroM BepHYJICS MabUMIIKA-CIIYTa, BOIPEKH OOBIKHOBEHHIO OH HE
CTaJ MOJHUMATh IIYM, a TOJIBKO TOPOIIMBO cOOpai KOTST B OOJBIITYIO0 KOP3UHY
u ybexan c Heil BocBosicu. benas bacT, HemoBOJIBHO NEPHYB XBOCTOM,
nocjenoBaia 3a HUIM. ApcaMm ocCTalics OJMH M BOCIIOJIB30BAJICA OJMHOYECTBOM,
qr00 mopasMeicauTh. OH OmycTWICS Ha TpyOyl0 LWHOBKY, OTOJBUHYII
MEIIaBIINH JTyK.

«bynem cunTath, 4TO MHE JIOBEJIOCH POAUTHCS 3aHOBO, — HEBECEJIO MO yMal
OH. — XOTs O0Ops TIOXOPOH B ETHIIETCKOM capkodare Helb3si Ha3BaTh
TOP)KECTBEHHBIM, HO OH OBUI BIONHE CephE3HBIM. B Mupe MEPTBBIX 1 yxke
ObIBay1, ¢ Ooramu oOImasncs, B capkodare Bansuics. Bee ycioBus coOitoieHsL.
MOo’kHO HaUMHATh HOBYIO KHU3Hb.

— BriepBble BIXKY Takyr HarjocThb, — YCJIbIILA] [I€PC HACMELUINUBBIM Ioj10C
Haa ronoBod. — C OoramMu crnopuThb — emi€é KyJa HHU IIJIO, HO CaMOMY
OIpEeAEIATh BPEMsI CMEPTH U HOBOT'O POXKIECHUS — HAIJIOCTh HEBUAAHHAS.

AHyOWC BO3HHK M3 CTYCTHBIIETOCS MpaKa, >KagHO OOJM3HYN IIaKaJbio
MacTh.
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— TsI yTO, CiBITIIANT MOU MBICIA?! — BO3MYTHIICS AXEMEHUI.

— DKa HeBUIaJlb, BCE 3TO MOTYT. TOJBKO TIIYIbIC JIFOAUIIKH MOJIAraroT, 4TO
UX MBICIIU TaiHEI.

— 3HayuT, OOT OILIEHMBAET U HAIIIM MBICIU TOXKE?

— Hy y HeT, s 3TOro BIOJIHE IOCTATOYHO U IMIOCTYIIKOB. Y Bac B TOJIOBAaxX
Takas Kama.

— U Bcé-Taku, uHTEpecHO OBUIO OBl y3HATH HEKOTOPHIE MBICIIH. . .

— Tak s w pan Tebe BO3MOXHOCTh YHTaTh MBICTH OeJIHOW AHAXWT.
ITocTeiammcs Gbr!

— Bort yx He aymar, 9To MEHs CTaHEeT YYUTh CKPOMHOCTH JpaHBIi méc.

— He néc, a maxkain, — odunencs AHyOuC, — XOTA ThI TpaB, HE MOE 3TO JIETIO.
[lycTth npyrue 3a00TATCS O TBOUX MaHEPaX.

— U xto y Bac 3a 310 0TBe4aeT? — MOMHTEPECOBAJICS MEPC.

AHyOuc He cranm oTBeyaTh M BOBce wucye3. (O3amaveHHBIH, Apcam
YCTaBUIICS. Ha JIBEPb, JOTaJbIBasCh, 4YTO OOr IMPOCTO HE 3aXOTeNl OBITh
3aMeueHHBIM. Ha yAuBJIE€HWE, NONTO0 HUKTO HE TOSBIUICS, M AXEMEHHT
BEPHYJICS K CBOUM Pa3MBIIUICHHSIM:

«en ckazam Obl, 9YTO HOBasl >KWU3Hb JAETCS YEIOBEKY, JUII TOTO YTOO
UCIIPABHUTH MPEIKHHUE OMMOKH. UTO 3K TODKEH UCTIPABHTH 517 !»

[lepc Haxmypwuiicsi, mepedupast MocIeTHUE COOBITHSL.

«Xopomro 6but0 OB BOBce He monanate B Eruner. OcoOeHHO BOT Tak, IO
riryroMy. Most )KU3Hb [IJ1a TaK KPACHBO M TOHITHO JI0 TOTO CAMOTO JHS. ..»

Jonymats emy He fain BecEnbiid Tosioc ['anHnOana:

— MHe, KOHEYHO, 3allPEeTHJIH C TOOOW OOIIATHCS, THIA, TeOS U HET COBCEM,
— CKa3all OH, BXOJIs, — HO MOE JKeJTaHUe OTOBOPHUTH TPeOyeT coOeCeTHHKA.

— Brelpaxaemnbcsi KpacWBO, TOYHO Kak NPHUIBOPHBIA acTPOHOM, —
YIABIOHYICST AXEMEHH].

— OmHaXIBl MHE ITOBEIOCH OOMIATHCS C OJHHM IMOATOM, Y HErO CJIOB U
HaxBaTaJca. A THI 3€Ch COBCEM OIMYall, — HACMENUINBO 3ameTnn [ 'anauba. —
Her, uTo0BI 00paoBaThHCs, MO370POBATHCS. . .

— Tyt TBI IpaB, 03BepeeIIb OT BAlIUX MOPSIKOB, — Opocuit Apcam.

— C uero 6Obl Tebe 3BepeTh? [logymaems, B rpoOy monexan, y Hac 4acTo
JKUBBEM XOPOHSAT.

— Munas crpana. Beé Gonbiue xody cOexars 0TCIofia.

— Cropum, Ha 4TO XOYeIllb, TH Tak U He cOexumib. KpacuBbie rinaza He
OTITYCTSIT.

— OnsTh THI MpaB, — B3IOXHYII IIEPC, — s YK OBUIO PEIIwiICs, J1a YTO MHE
JIeNIaTh 1ajaeKko ot HeE?!

TeMHOKOXXHH ycencs psaoM C ITICHHUKOM HOMapxa Ha IMHOBKE, ITOXJIOTAT
Jpyra Io TUIedy.

— 3acTpsi, 3acTpsut, Opat, MPUAETCS KIATh TBOETO [apsi, Kak ero ram?

— 51 HaumHaro 3a0bIBaTh 000 BCEM, 4TO ocTanioch B [lepcun, u npo Kamobusa
TOXe, — MPU3HAICS ApcaM, — YTO-TO Jake HE BEPHUTCS, UTO OH CIOAA SBUTCS.
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- A mo MHe, Tak Jydme O HE SBIWICA, TOJBKO-TONBKO JKHU3HB
HAJTQ)KUBACTCS, — CKAa3aJl CTHITTSHHH.

— PasBe 370 xu3Hb, — BOAMYTHICS AXeMEHU, — pabora, paboTta OT 3apu A0
3apu!

— S npyroii He 3Hat0. S Beab HE LAPCKUX KPOBEU, — HanmoMHUI [ aHHKMOAIL.

— W gro xe, Harpana 3a Anieca HIYero He U3MEHWIIA?

— Kymunu OwikoB, Temepp pabora mouaér serde. S cerogHs moTomy u
MPUIIEN, YTO CTapyXa Ha3HAYWIIa MHE, TOJBKO OISTH BCE OTIOXKIIIA. 3ITIOIIAs
— Ha BeCh Ol CBEeT. DTO OIATH Thl YTO-TO HATBOPHII?

— Camo coboii, — paccmestiicsi ApcaMm, — Kakod K€ Thl HeBHUMATEIbHBIH,
3HAEIb, YTO X035HKa MEHS OXOPOHWIIA, i HE YAUBISCIILCS TOMY, YTO 51 CHXKY
311ECh.

— C 1ebs cranercs! OnsTh, HEOOCH, OOTH MOCTAPATUCH.

— Or HHX OOXIEMIBCS, — CKENTHYHO NPOU3HEC MepC, — IPHUIIIOCH BCE
camoMmy.

— Toer OBl JydIlle HE WUCHBITBIBAT CYAb0Y, — IMOCOBETOBA OCTOPOXKHBIN
STUNTSHUH, — OJHAX/IBI TBOE CKa309HOE BE3CHUE MOXKET KOHUUTHCS.

— O mI0X0M 5 IPEANOYUTAI0 HE JyMaTh.

— Tonpko oOemiaii: B CIemyroNmHid pa3, KOrJa 3aIyMacllb YTO-HUOYIh
3/1aKoe, 00S3aTEIbHO IPEAYTIPEIU MEHSL.

— Henpemenno, — moo6eman Apcam, — eciu yereto. [locieanee Bpemst s He
YCIIEBAIO TaXKEe 3aMETHTh, KaK OKa3bIBAIOCh B Pa3HBIX MEPEICITKAX.

— Ipunercst 3a TOOOH TOCIEIUTH, 2 TO MHE BCE HEe yIaéTcs BEpHYTh TeOe
Jonr. S Beap mpeKkpacHo IIOMHIO, KOMY 00sI3aH KH3HEIO.

— YBepeH, NMOJAXOAAILIET0 Cilydas AOJTO KIaTh He mpuuércs. S cam He
yCIIEBAIO CICIUTH 32 COOCTBEHHOH KU3HBIO.

— Yrto x, Oyny zdepxkarbcs TOONMHM30CTH. TOJBKO HE 3J]1€Ch: MECTEUKO
MpavHOE, [IMHOBKA JIPSIHHASL. . .

["apHMOaT BCKOYMII Ha HOTH, OTPSXHYJICS.

— DX, ObuH ObI MBI B [lepcun, — npenasics MPUATHBIM MeuTaM AXEMEHH]I, —
cuneny Obl MBI Ha MSTKOM IIEPCTSHOM KoBpe. Thl, HEOOCh, U HE 3HACIIb, KaK
3TO XOPOMIO.

— MoxeT ObITB, BO aBOpIE (papaoHa Takoe eCTh, a s B TOCTAX Yy HETO
HUKOT/1a HE OBLI.

— He monumaro, kak Bbl BoOOIIe 00XoauTech 0€3 CTOJMBKUX YIOOHBIX
Belen? — 3aMeTri AXeMEHHUI,.

— Jlaxxe B TBOEW YyJHOH cTpaHe, — OOMKEHHO CKa3all CTHITSIHUH, — pa0bl
HE MOTYT JKUTb TaK e yJOOHO U IPHUSITHO, KaK IIapH.

— U onsith THI IIpaB.

— Uro-TO ceromHs THI CIHIIKOM JIETKO COTJAIIACIIBCS, caM Ha cels He
MOXO0K, — courypuics ['anaubai.

[Tono3puTenbHOCTh OMpavmiIa €ro JHIO0, HO OBICTPO CMEHHMJIACh OOBIYHOI
0320049CHHOCTBIO.
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— 51 Tenepr u He MoOry OBITH Kak paHblIe. Teneps y MEHS HOBas XKHU3Hb, —
TOPKECTBEHHO MPU3HAJICS €T0 APYT.

— HHrepecHo, M HAAOJIIO Thl COXpaHHUIIb Takoe HacTtpoeHue? JlaBait
OBICTpell CTaHOBHCH OOBIYHBIM, — TIOTpeOOBan ["aHHMOAN, — a TO MHE HEKOT/Ia
JKJIaTh TBOWX NpeBpamieHnd. O0eman OTIy CXOMUTh MO-ObIcTpoMy. S emmé
3aiiy 3aBTpa.

— Bo3moxHoO, 3aBTpa s cam HaBelly TBOW JOM, KTO 3HAET.

Jpy3bs npoctimuck, ['aHHNOAN oTHpaBHIICS 00paTHO B CBOIO XMIKHHY, TaK
HUYETO W HE JTOOWBIIKMCH OT CBApJIMBOM MaTepy HOMapxa. A TFOOOMBITHBIN
IIepC HE CMOT YCUJETh Ha MECTE U BBICYHYJI T'OJIOBY U3 CBOETO Kuwiuia. J[Bop
OBUT 3aTHT KENTHIM €THIIETCKUM COJHIEM. CONHEUHBIC 3aifYMKH OTPaKaIHNCh
OT MOBEPXHOCTH BOMBI, U 0acCceiiH KPacHBO MCKPWICSA. AHAXHUT CTOSUIA BO3JIE
HEro o0 4€M-TO 3aTyMaBIINCh. BiIroOnNEHHEII OONbIIe HE MOT OCTaBAaThCS BIANH.
Apcam pemmicst MOAOUTH K MoJIonoN >keHe Xepuxopa. OHa BCTpeTuia ero
XOJIOJTHBIM, CTPOTHM B3IJISIIOM.

— Tebe Bemenu ocTtaBaTbcsi Ha cBoeM Mecte. He crouT numnHMii pas
IONajaThCs Ha I1a3a XO3SMKHU.

— TosbKO THI MOS HacTOSIAs X034HKa, — MATKO POU3HEC AXEMEHUI.

AHaxuT He YNBIOHYJIAach B OTBET, HA00OPOT, HAXMypwia OpOBH, cKa3aia
CypOBO:

— ThI pab — xeHyy HOMapxa U JIOJDKEH BBITIOJIHATH €ro MPUKa3kl.

— Ho Xepuxopa 31ech HET, — JyKaBO HaIIOMHUJI BIIFOOJIEHHBIN.

JKenimua CIIOBHO XOJIOHOM BOZOM €ro 00/1a1a, OTBETHB KECTKO:

— Iloka ero HeT, mpuUKa3bl OTHAeT ero Math. OHa Benena Tede CHAeTh TaM, —
AHaxWT yKa3ajia Ha OCTaBJICHHYIO IEPCOM MOCTPOHKY.

— Ho Buepa... — Havas ObUTO BIFOOJIEHHBIN, — MHE MTOKA3aJI0Ch. ..

— Tor ommOcst, — oTpesana )keHa HOMapXxa.

O3zagadeHHbI €€ XOJIOIHOCTBIO, MEPC OTOILIEN B CTOPOHY, HO HE CHEIIWIT
HCIIOJHUTH JaBHO JNaHHBIN IIPUKa3.

«Ax, Tak! — B cepauax ayman Axemenuna. — He 3Hato, 9To BbI3BaJO B HEH
TaKyl IEpeMeHy, TOJNBKO s ITOrO0 TeprneTh He cobupatocs! Teneps MeHs
HU4ero 3zech He nepxut! Ilyckail komanayroT apyrumy, a s yiay! Jlias Hauana
Hainy [anHmnOanay.

OH yXe pelMTeNbHO HampaBWICS MNpPOYb CO JIBOpa, KOIZa YCJbIIIAT
MPOH3UTENBHBIA BOIUIb CTAPYXH-XO3SHKHM H OBUT OCTAHOBJICH OCTPBIMU
TOIIOpPaMu €€ CIyT.

Fnima nsITHa/IuaTast
YEPHbBIM JIEHb

Hocaryio crapyxy mpuBeno B OCHIICHCTBO HOBasi BCTPEYa C HEMOKOPHBIM
wieHHUKoM. OHa OBl IpHKa3ana ero yOuTh Ha MecTe, 1a BOBpPEMS BCIIOMHHMIIA,
410 obemana CeiHy Oepedb ero COOCTBEHHOCTh U HMYETO HE peliaTth 0e3 Hero.
TomHyB ¢ pmocanoil HOrod, OHa MpPHUHAJTACDH KpU4aTh M OTJAaBaTh
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pacnopspkenus. Ilepc He MOr HOHATH CMBbIca €€ KapKaHbsi, HO YJIOBUJ TOJBKO
KOPOTKO€ U HEHABUCTHOE:!

— lens! ITocagutsk ero Ha 1emb!

Bonpme ropapiii AxeMeHUa He cOOMpAlCsS CMOKOMHO TOMYMHATHCA. OH
TOJBIMH PYKaMH TOTOB OBLI BOEBATH C IENBIM MONYHIIEM. BripBan Tomop u3
PYK HEJIOBKOTO EruITSHUHA, OTMaxHyJcs OT HalaJaBIIUX, caM CcJelal
BEIMaA.... COyr B JoMe HOMapxa OKa3aJoch OONbIIe, YeM MPEICTaBsuT cebe
nepc. Kpome marepbix HeyMeXx ¢ Tonopam, y 06acceiiHa MOsIBHIIUCH elE Tpoe
JYYHHUKOB.

— BoT BaMm U BoliHa, — MpOpBIYa poJcTBEHHUK Kambuza

XKamno crpensl cBUCTHYO y camoro yxa. KoneHmky oTcTynuim, mo3Boisist
JYYHUKaM MPULETUTHCA, T€ TPUBBIYHO HATSHYJIM CBOM TE€THBHL. . .

— DTH HE IPOMAXKYT, KaKk Xepuxop, — OypKHYT AXEeMECHH]I.

Apcam He ycren pemuTh — JIydIlIe JH CMepTh B 0010, YeM KU3Hb B OKOBAX,
KaKk BAPYr OH pa3iMuMi 3a UX CIIMHAMH XUTPYIO Iakaipio mopnay. Ilepc
PELIUTENHO OPOCKII CBOW TOMOP HAa 3eMJI0, BCIOMHUB, KaK JIETKO OCBOOOIUI
ero ymactblii 6or. [IIeHHUK 1MO3BOJIMI OTBECTH ce0si B OOBIYHOE MpayHOe
JKWIIKIIE ¢ JByMs 06e300pa3HbIMU CTOJI0AMH U MPUKOBATh K OJHOMY M3 HUX 32
HOTY MAaCCUBHOM MeJlHOM 1enbto. Ené B Havasie qpaku OH ycriesn 3aMeTUTh, YTO
AHaxXuT TOPOIUTMBO yOeXajaa B JOM, M Telepb, CHIS Ha IPHUBS3H, CIOBHO
HEemHOW TEC, OH OXHIAN, YTO JIIOOMMas BOT-BOT 3alAET B €ro KIJIHIIC.
KenmrHa Bc€ He NOABIsIIACH, U Apcama OJ0JIeTIH COMHEHHUS:

— Omna cripsitanacek B JoMe, HE JKeJlasi CMOTPETh, KaK MEHsI yOUBAIOT WIH. .. —
Oypuas cebe 1moa HOC BIIOOJIEHHBINA, — WM €l BOOOIIE HAJIOeI0 CMOTPETh Ha
MOHM HampacHble CTapaHusl COXPAHATh JOCTOMHCTBO B 3TOW JypalKoi
CUTYaLIH.

XMyphblii U KpaiiHe He JOBOJBHBINA caM cOOOM, TUIGHHUK CMHUPEHHO yCemcs
Ha CBOIO LIMHOBKY.

— Buano, Tyr MHe m MecTo, a BCE OCTalbHOE: BCE OTH JIOAW M OOrM —
TOJIBKO TIyTBIe (haHTa3HH.

BnesanmHo cymMpak B KOMHAaTe€ CMEHWICS SIOBUTO-3€JEHBIM CHSIHHUEM.
AXeMeHH]] He MOT COO0pa3HTh, OTKy/Ja OHO HCXOIUT. 3€JCHb CTyCTHJIAach B
TJIOTHBIM MYTHBIM CHUJITYydT, K HEMaJoMy YIOWBIEHUIO Apcama, HAaYUCTO
JMIIEHHBINA 3BEpHHON MOpABI M yiieil. MrHoBeHneM mo3xe AHyOHC NOSBHIICS
COBCEM C JIpYroil CTOpOHBI. YHI)KEHHO CIIOXMJICS BIBOE, O CaMOTo IoJia
KJIaHASICh HOBOMY BHUJIEHUIO.

— Kakoii 3enéHnslii, — mopasuics nepc, pa3risiibiBas HE3HAKOMOTO TOCTSI.

Tot, mepen KeM pacKIAHUBAJICS YIIACTHIN OOT, TONBKO IIEBENBHYI PYKOH U
BO3JIE HETO TOSBUJICS KPACUBBIM PE3HOM TPOH. 3€JIEHBIA OIMYCTHIICA HA HETO H
JIMILB TOTJIa CHUCXOAUTENIBHO ITOCMOTPEIN Ha pas3IiIsAbIBaBIIErO €ro 4ejaoBeKa.
[IneMsHHUK MEPCUICKOro Laps K TOMY BPEMEHHU YCIeN MPHUIIOMHHTh, TOE U
KOTJa yxe Buzen 3eaéHoro 6ora. OH nake CMOT BEPHO HA3BATh €T0.

— Ocwupuc.
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3enéHpiii 60T oapuIl iepca OJIArOCKIOHHON YIBIOKOM, MPOU3HEC MEICHHO
U BEIHYCCTBCHHO:

— DTO XOpOoIIo, WHO3EMEI, 4YTO Thl HE COBEpIIACIIb OOBIYHOW OLIHMOKU
erunTsH. He mo6ir0, Koraa cMEpTHRIE 3a0BIBAIOT MOE MIMSI FUTH ITyTalOT MEHSI C
ITHM.

OH HEOpPEe)KHO KUBHYN B CTOPOHY 3aCTHIBIIETO B MOYTUTEIBHOH IMO3€
AnyOuca. Ha maxkanbeld Mopzae ObUIO TO TOAOOOCTPACTHOE BHIpAKEHHUE, C
KakuM COOaKH IOCIICITHO BWJISIOT XBOCTOM. A TOpIBIH AXEMEHWI BCTal U
JWIIB CJIETKa CKIIOHWII TOJIOBY TIepell BIAABIKON 3arpoOHoro Mupa. OH HE MOT
OTIETATHCS OT OUIYIICHHS, YTO €THIIETCKHE OOTH PasIIIABIBAIOT €r0, CIIOBHO
IUKOBUHHOTO 3Beps. Ilmemsuuuk mapst Ilapcer ayBcTBOBam cebs xupadom,
NpUBE3EHHOM KaK-TO B Jlap ero Jsmromike. [lepchl Toxe Oeraiy moriazerh Ha
JIUKOBUHY.

—Yro yrogHo ot MeHs Benmmkomy Ocupucy? — mpsiMo cripocuint Apcam.

— 5] He oTBedar0 Ha BOMPOCH CMEPTHBIX, — HAJAMEHHO m3pek Ocupuc, — s
cam crpamuBar. 1 mioxo OymeT ToMy, KTO OCMEIUTBCS JIraTh MHe!

— S moHsm, 3TO THI MpO Ty MPOLEXypYy C BECaMH, — IOPaZoOBAJIICSI
30pOACTpHELL.

— Jla, — CTEeHHO COTIacuIICs 3eNEHBINH 00T, — B3BEIIMBAHUE CEP/Ila — YacTh
cyna B Jlyate Hag Ka — mymoi ymepmiero. Becwl kadaroTcs, eciu 4yenoBek
JDKET, U OCTAIOTCS HETIOIBM)KHBIMU, €CITH OH TOBOPHT IIPABIY.

— 51 TONBKO HE TMOHI, — AEP3KO BCTaBWI AXEMEHHI, — IS 4ero Ha cyJe
MOHAI00MIIACh Ta YPOAWHA C KPOKOIMIBCH IAacThIO, JIAIaMH JIbBAa W >KUPHON
3aHULIEN?

— AMMar Ha OJHY TpEThb KPOKOIWI, Ha OJHYy — JIeB, a C3aud... —
OmarockioHHO ynbIOHYICs Ocupuc, — MOCHenHs TPETh Y He€ OT THIIONOoTaMa.
AMMaT HOXHpaeT Cepla CONTABIINX, U OHH OTIPABIISIOTCS B aJl.

— BrIxomuT, TOT HECKJIAJHBIA ETUNTSHHH, KOTOPOTO s 3acTal Ha CYIE,
3aCITY>KHJI XOPOIIYIO TOMI0?

— IMoxany#i, — xuBHYyn Ocupuc, — a BOT TeOs CIEIOBAJI0O HaKa3aTh 3a
WBJTUILIHIOO JeP30CTh.

— Bynp Most Boiist, cpofy Okl He mone3 B Bair Jlyar! — 3amporectoBan mepc.
— MHe Kyza Jydine cpeau KUBbIX.

— Jla, kOHEUHO, — CHOBA yIBIOHYIICs OCHPHC — TaK, CIOBHO BCIIOMHILT YTO-
TO B IIpouuIoM ApcaMa Uil B Oy TyIIeM.

AXeMeHH]y O4eHb 3aXO0TEJIOCh 3HATh CMBICI 3araJ0yHoi yiasloku Oora. OH
CHOBa OCTPO TIOYYBCTBOBAII CeOs KHpadoM.

— Bcé-taku 4to-TO CO MHOI He Tak, — OYpPKHYNI OH, — €CJH, HE YCICB
yMepeTh, BTOPOH pa3 yke BcTpeuaro 6ora 3arpoOHOro MUpa.

— Cynp0Bl HEKOTOPHBIX JIIOJICH TEKYT COBCEM HE TaK, KaK OOBIYHO.

— KoneuHo, npusaTHO OBITH HCKITFOUCHHEM K3 TIPABUII, HO HHTEPECHO BCE Ke,
B 4€M MOSI HCKITIOUHTEIBEHOCTD, — AEP3KO PACCyKIal «Kupah».

Ocupruc TPOCTWI €My HECIBIXaHHYI0 Jep30CTh, HO pasroBop Oory
HACKYYWJI, W TOBEIUTEIbh 3arpOOHOT0 MHpPA CTal TATOTHTHCS OOIIECTBOM
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cMepTHOTro. bor mpocTo pacrasui BMeCTe C TPOHOM, CIOBHO YTPEHHHH TyMaH.
TToMepkJI0 U IPKO-3€JIEHOE CUSTHHE.

— IIpun€r Bpems — y3Haelllb, — OTBETHI BMECTO CBOETO rocrnoguHa AHyOwuc,
— TBI XOY€Ib CIUIIKOM MHOI'OTO.

IIpuBbIkmuii k 0OLIECTBY IIAKaJIOroJIOBOro Oora, Apcam CIOKOIHO
OITYCTHJICSI HA CBOIO LIMHOBKY, C€J y CTeHbl. MeHas Lenb HaTsIHYIach, OKOBBI
BITWJIMCH B HOTY.

— Ilpowneiid pa3, — HamOMHWJI OH AHYOHCY, — Tbl JOBOJIBHO JIOBKO
CIpaBUJICS € ATOM Oe3fenuuei.

[[Takan HaBOCTPWII OONBIITUE I, CITPOCHIT HACMEIIINBO:

— Hageerncest erko otaenarsest?!

— UroObI TaM MHE HU MPENCTOAIIO0, — JTYKAaBO cKkazan Apcam, — s HHYero He
CMOTY CJIeTIaTh, TIOKa s CHXKY 3/1€Ch, Ha TICTIH.

— Bcemy cBo€ BpeMs, — eXHUAHO TABKHYJ AHYOHC M paCTBOPHIICS B BO3IyXE
CJICJIOM 3a CBOHM IIOBCIIHTEIICM.

B nompauneBIeil KoOMHaTe cpas3y CTajo yAUBUTEIHbHO MyCTO U HEYIOTHO.

— Jlyparkue 00Ty y 3TUX ETHIITSH, — JIOCAIUIMBO OYPKHYI 30p0acTpHeEIL.

AxemeHuJ] TpeObiBal B OECIPOCBETHO-MPAuHOM HacTpoeHuu. OH
qyBCTBOBaI ce0si oOMaHyThM. COBCEM HENABHO JKHM3Hb Ka3alach BIIOJHE
panyxHoil u 6e33a00THOI. I BOT: X0JIOMHOCTh AHAXUT, HacMelKa AHyOuca,
eMb Aypalkasi — BC€ OIOIYHIOCH MPOTHB OeTHOTO «Kupada». TanHCTBEHHBIE
Hamékn Ocupruca TOJNBKO JO0aBISUIM  MPayHBIX  TOHOB  3PEIHIIY,
MpeJCTaBIIeMy Tiepes] BooOpakeHHeM ropjoro mepca. OH OYeHb SIPKO U
JIOCTOBEPHO YBHJIEN BCIO O€3HAJEKHOCTh CBOETO IMOJIOKeHUs. Uykas cTpaHa
JeKaNa BOKPYT — IyTalollle OTPOMHAs U BpaxkaeOHas. 3ampocto OONTaBIIkE C
HUM JIEMOHBI BHOBb Ka3aJINCh AXEMEHHAY 3HAKOM cymaciiecTBHs. Tspkémas
1enb Jenaia ero 0ecroMomHbM. [op/Iblid pocTBeHHUK 1apeit [lapckl ToToB
OBLT pBIYaTh M KUJAThCA Ha CTEHBI B OeCCHIbHOM 3510cTU. M camoil roppKoil B
3TOM OMYTE OTYAsIHbS OblIa MBICTTH O HETIPHSI3HU K HEMY TIPEKpacHON AHaXWT.

Ha kpato Hacrosimero 6e3ymuss Apcama OCTAaHOBHWII €JIe 3aMETHBIH apomar
JOyOIMCTOTO Macia, Kakoe BCEr/ia MCIOoJib30Baia ero jobumas xeHuuHa. OH
MPUCTYIIAJICS,, HO HE YJIOBWI 3ByKa €€ JErKUX IIaroB. AHaxWuT ObLIa COBCEM
psAIOM, HO TaK M He 3allila, BEpHAs CBOEMY PEIICHHUIO OOJIbIE HE BUACTHCS C
TUICHHUKOM. HexHblli apoMar cran ciiabeTb M pacTrasil, CIOBHO JIMBHOE
BUJIeHbE. Bi1r0OJIEHHBIN B3IOXHY rOPHKO:

— OHa He XO04YEeT MEHS BUJETb. ...

AXeMeHHJ] TOTOB OBIT OpPOCHTBCS CIIEZIOM 3a KpacaBUIlCH AHAXHUT, HO
MeJHas 1ielb, pe3Ko AEpHYBIIas HOTY, BepHyJa ero K peambHoctd. OH ¢
JIOCATION TPSXHYII TIYXO 3a3BEHEBIIUM METAJIIIOM.

— Hy Bort, Teneps u 37emIHMe IEMOHBI Ha MEHS OMONYMINCH! DX, MOHATH
ObI, KOTJa 51 CIeNall OMINOKY.

B mpexxaue BpeMeHa 011aromnolydHOMY POACTBEHHHUKY Iaped ObLTo BOBCE
HE CBOHCTBEHHO O00JIyMBIBATh CBOM ITOCTYIIKH.
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— WHTepecHo, BAUAIOT 1M Ha JIIO/IEH MEJIHbIE YKPAIIEHUs, — YCMEXHYJICS OH,
pasrisabIBasi CBOKO rpyOyIo 1IETb.

CnoBHO MONTBEpXkKAas €ro HEBECENble MBICIH, H3-32 CTEHBl C YJIUIBI
paszaancst IpOTUBHBIN TOJIOC ChIHA XepUxopa.

— Caguce BOT 371eCbh, y CTEHBI JoMa A7 paboB, CETOAHS XOPOILIUH J1eHb, HE
Xouy mpsATarbes noj kpeimeid. Hy, packianasiBail cBOM Manupychl U KUCTOYKH,
CKaXKelllb, KoTJa OyIelb TOTOB, s MPOJUKTYIO Tebe mUchbMO OTIy B MeMduc n
eIé OJHOMY YBAXKAEMOMY B CTOJIULIE TOCIIOUHY.

— Bcerna pan Tebe yciyXuTh, CHIH JKpela, — OTBETWI HENPUATHBIN
XPHUIUIBIE MYXCKOH I0JI0C, — HaJelCh, Thl 3aMOJIBUIIb 3a MEHS CIOBEYKO
HOMapXy. Xepuxop He 0COOCHHO JKaIyeT Hac, MUCIIOB.

— JlaBaii HauHEM, 4TOOBI OBICTPEE C ATUM ITOKOHYHUTH, — TOponui leTybacr,
— HE JIO0JTIO 51 COYMHATH 3TH MOCTAHUS.

— Y MeHd ecTh manupyc u Bc€ HeoOxomumoe Jutst muchMa. 51 Bc€ mpuHEC ¢
coboit. MokeM MpHUCTYHHTh. JUKTYH, TOCTOMOYTEHHBIH.

— TopxecTBeHHbIE MPUBETCTBUS M THUTYJBl MHIIH, KaK IOJIOXKEHO, PO
CHIHOBHIOIO IIPEJAHHOCTD U YBa)XKCHHUE.

Kakoe-To Bpemsi OBLIO CHBIITHO TOJNBKO CTapaTeIbHOS MBIXTECHHE IHUCIIA,
BBIBOJUMBILErO Heporingbl Ha nanupyce. He BblaepkaB, MOAPOCTOK CIIPOCHII
HETEPIENINBO:

— Hy, Tb1, HaKOHell, TOKOHYMJI C BBICOKMMH ciioBaMHu? TepneTh ux He MOry.
Toraa nuiy raaBHOE: 32 BpeMs TBOETO OTCYTCTBHUS B JIoMe BCE MIET B BepX
JTHOM, 000 BCEX HAlIMX MPOUCHICCTBUAX, AyMaro, TeOe yKe COOOIIMIa TBOS
MaTb, HO BPS JIM OHA CTajla U3BEIIaTh TeOsS O TOM, YTO caMa HapymlaeT TBOU
Haka3bl. Pa30azapuBaer TBOE MMYILECTBO, €/[Ba HE yOmsia TOro IEPCUICKOIO
XEHYY, KOTOPBIM TbI TaK TOPIUIIbCS.

ChpiHOK Xepuxopa IPOU3HOCHI CJI0Ba Pa300pUMBO, SIBHO CTapasich, YTOOBI
UHO3EMHBIH IUIEHHUK ero noHs1. HecMoTpst Ha 3To, mepc pa3odpai f1aneko He
Bc€. Ho cioBo pa0 HOKOM MPOH3UIO CepAlle. A ETHITSIHUH €IIe CTapaTeIbHO
MIOBTOPHUIIL.

— ...TBOeEro paba...

U TonbpKO MOTOM MPOIOIHKUI:

—...TeM KpecThsiHaM, 9YTO THI oOeman Harpaxy 3a TenéHka — Areca,
OTKa3aJlach JlaBaTh BOJIOB. K TOMy e OHa Ha BCEX KPUYMT M 3aBOAMT CBOU
nopsaky. .. [IoToM HamumM, 4TO 5 370POB... TOJBKO XKEHa TBOS 3axBopaja U
OTKa3aJack BBIOJNHITH CBOIO pabory mo gomy... Her, 310 He mummm... He
T0O0TI0 JKEHCKHX Kalph30B, JKallb, KpPOME OTIA, HEKOMY €€ IOKOJIOTHTDH
HaJKOH... HO, yBepeH, 0abka 3acTaBUT €€ B3AThCA 3a JA€N0, a OTel] ellé, 4ero
JI00pOro, MOXKET pacCTpOUThCs. .. Jlommcan?

— Ha, rocmoauH.

— CMmoTpH, 4TOO HU OJIHA JKHMBas Jylla HE y3HAJIa Mpo 3T0 nmHuchMo! A 4Tob
y CTapyXd HE BO3HUKIO COMHEHMM B TOM, YTO S BBIIOJHSIO TOJIBKO €€
MpHUKa3bl, HAYWHAK Jpyroe mHUChbMO. bymem mmcate k XedpoHy -—
VIOpaBJsIONIeMy KOHIOIIHAMHU (apaoHa, na OyIeT OH >KUB, HEBpPEIUM H
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3JI0pOB... OH OOJBIION 4YeloBeK B Memduce, Tak 4TO HE CKYIHCh Ha
MIPUBETCTBUSI.

— Yto nucartp aanbie?

— IMumm. [ena uayt xoporro. PaGoThl Ha MOJIAX BEAYTCS BOBpEMS, KIEM
OonbiIoil ypoxail. I'peueckuil Mactep cienan ansi xpama B byre aBe HOBBIX
cratryu Pa m AnyOuca, XOoTel M3MECHHUTh UX HAa CBOW MaHEp, HO HOMapx
3ampetwsl. Bcé BeIMOMHEHO, Kak BenmuT Tpaaumus. Kpome Toro, mom ero
PYKOBOZICTBOM BOCCTaHOBJICHHI (hpecKHU B cTapoi yactu xpama. Hammcan?

— Her emgé.

— Kaxk T61 Megenno. Beé, nakonerr?

— la, HOCTOITOYTCHHBIMH.

— Jlanble, oTel MNPUHsI pELICHHWE PACIIUPUTh CTPOUTENHLCTBO CBOEH
rpoOHHIEI, BEOh OH C MONHBIM TIPABOM MOXKET CUYHTaTh cebs OoraTthiM
YEJIOBEKOM, B HAJIEXKIE Ha MoJydeHHe OOJNBIIONH Harpamsl oT (apaoHa 3a
OblcTpyto HaxozaKy HoBoro Amneca. K Tomy ke OH HemaBHO mpuoOpén cebe
OTIIMYHOrO MOJIOIOro pabda U3 TEereHy...

— XBacTyH, — OypkHYJT ApcaMm U yJ€rcs Ha CBOIO IIMHOBKY.

OH u 6e3 Toro ObLI HE B JyXe, a XBACTOBCTBO ChIHKa XepUXOpa MPHUBEIO
ero B OIIEHCTBO.

— OH He MpoCTO Tak MPHUTAIIKI MHUCIa K MOUM ABepsiM! MecTeuko-To Tak
cebe, — pblYaJ paccepKEHHbI! AXeMeHHJ, — 3HaeT, TraACHbIll, 4YTO 5 BCE
yeneimy! Tlogpasauts xoten! Ox, eciau Obl He Lemb!

B xoropslii yxe pa3 mepc AEpHYNT HEHAaBHCTHYIO OKOBY; Tam, TJleé OHa
Kpenuiack K crojily, mockanach mMTykaTypka. Ho MeqHble 3BeHBSI OCTAIHCH
HEYMOJIUMO HaAEXKHBI. ApcaM pacCBUpENeN, AOTSIHYJICA M MHYJT KaMEHHYIO
¢urypky xapnuka baca. OHa oTkaTtwiack B JalbHUH yrod, AXEMEHUIY
MOCHBIIANIOCE TSDKKOE KpsixTeHbe. OH  yBHIEN, Kak HeCKiIagHas (urypka
CTapaeTcs BCTaTh Ha HOTH.

— 3aueM ke Ha MaJCHBKHX 3JIOCTh CpPBIBAaTh, — BO3MYTHJICS XpaHHUTEIhb
ouara.

— Ilpoctn, — wuCKpeHHe HM3BUHWICA 30poacTpuel], 3a0bIB, Kak COBCEM
HEIIaBHO KJISUICS, YTO HE CTaHET OOMIAThCS ¢ JEMOHAMH.

— Mo’HO TOIyMaTh, ThI TIEPBBI, — B3JOXHYT bac.

— Heyxenu eruntsane ObIBAIOT Takxke rpyObl? — nopasuiics pad Xepuxopa.

— 3ps monaraenb, 4TO OHU JEUCTBYIOT OCMOTPHUTEIBbHEE TeOs, TOYHO TaK JKe
HIIYT YCIOKOCHUS B Jpake ¢ KAMHSIMH.

— Tak TbI Bc&-Taku KaMeHb?

— DOTO Kak MOCMOTpeTh. sl KOro KaMmeHiora, a KOMy — €JIMHCTBEHHBIN
TIOMOITHHK U 3aCTYIHHK.

Erumerckuii  00kOK OJarocTHO TMOTJIAJWI  KPYIJIBIA JKWUBOT, CJIAIKO
VIBIOHYIICS COOCTBEHHOW HE3aMCHUMOCTH.

— MoskeT, 1 MHE TTOMOKEIIb?

B romoce mepca 3Bydano CHIBHOE COMHEHHE — M HE 3psa. bac mockpéd
MAaKYIIKY, IPOU3HEC HECTICIIHO U CEPbE3HO:
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— IlepBBIM mE7I0M 51 TOJDKEH Oepedh CIIOKOMCTBHE 3TOTO A0Ma, a Thl IPHHEC
ciona Oenpl u OecriokoiictBa... He.... SI He crany Te®s ocBOOOXHaTh, TaK
Oyner myuiue.

— A TBI yBepeH?

— Bam, cmepTHBIM, MHOTO€ BUJUTCS COBCEM HMHAue, a Mbl BUJUM, KaK €CTb,
— npUHSIICS GUITOCO(PCTBOBATH KAPIUK.

— Tak, MOXeT, MOAEIMIILCS TEM, YTO Thl BUIHUIIb TaKOIO, YEr0 MHE HE
naHo?

— Henb3s. CMepTHBIE CTpaHHBIE: KaK TOJBKO Y3HAIOT CBOKO CyAbOY, cpasy
MBITAIOTCS BCE MEHATH. [ 1TyTo u Gecroie3Ho!

— A TbI IPOBEPB, — JYKABO NPEAJIOKII IIEPC, — BAPYT s HE TaKOM, Kak BCe.

— Tsl mepBbiil Opocullibecs BCE MEHSTh, — YCTAJO B3AO0XHYJ XpaHUTEb
ouara.

— Bexomur, s cmky Ha 3TOW memu AJsl TOTO, 9TOO s HE cMOTr M30exXaTh
cBOei Cyb0b1?

— Tel W Tak He CMOXellb, 3a4eM IbITaTbCA, CUAUW cebe Ha cuau, —
Ha3UIaTeIbHO MPOM3HEC YpOIIMBEIA bac 1 mmaBHO, HE TOpOISICh, 0OpaTuics B
KaMeHb.

AXxeMeHHU] He MOT' YCIIOKOUTbCS, B OCIIEHCTBE Ha BCe JIaAbl IepeApa3HUuBal
KapJIvKa.

— Cumu cebe nma cuad... bynspkHHK OectonkoBeli! Xopomo emy
paccyxjaTb, cam-TO, HE0OCh, HE OJIHO CTOJIETUE YK€ CUAUT, U HPABUTCSH eMY
3T0. A s — %uBoM! MHe 371ech CHIIETh TyIITHO U CKy4YHO! — OymieBan Apcam.

Ho Oonpiie eMy HUKTO HE OTBEYal — HU KaMEHHBIC WIOJNBI, HU TPH3pavYHbIe
makanel. He Haiias moanepX Ky B MOTYCTOPOHHEM MHpe, ApcaM BepHYICA K
peambHOCTH. A B pealbHOCTH €r0 MYUYHWJI CHIIBHBIN TOJIO/.

— Ecnm meHs coBcem He OyayT KOPMHTB, MOETO MWJIOTO Xepuxopa s
JIOXIaTbcss He cMmory. OmaTh HapyIIUT €ro Mamaimia CBOM OOCmaHus,  —
Oypuan mepc, — 3HA4MT, B €€ WHTEpecax MOIKAPMIIMBATh MEHS XOTS OBl
MHOI'/1A.

MpbIcab 3Ta HEMHOTO yTELIWIa IUIEHHUKA, HO He HaAoiro. HempuBbIKIIMK K
BO3JICPXKAHUIO, IUIEMSHHUK aps [lapchl BCkope yKe He MOT OTBJEYb ceds OT
MBICIIEHl 00 amnmeTHTHBIX SCTBaX. EMy TNpencTaBIsuTUCh Oiiaroyxaromue
MIPUIIPaBaMHU KapeHble OKOpOKa, pa3HooOpa3Has AWYb, MOKPHITAs 30JI0THCTON
KOPOYKOW, TEMHBIC BUHA B TOKEITBIX METALIMICCKAX KyOKax. AXEMEHH] Tak
pasMedraics, 4To Jake He yIUBWICA, KOTZa MallbYMIIKa-ciyra OTOABUHYII
IIMHOBKY HaJ BXOJOM H BOIIEN, Nep)ka B pyKax OonbIIoe 071010, OT KOTOPOTO
BAJIWJI TIap, ¥ TJIMHAHBIN TOPIIOK, OJHBIM 4icTOl BOAbL. [lepc BcTpeTun ero ¢
LIaPCKUM JOCTOMHCTBOM. A MajbuHIlIKa OCTaBWI BCE Ha II0J Yy CaMOro BXOJa
U yOexxan, CJIOBHO Yero-To HCIyraBmmch. Yem Obl HM Oblla HaIoOJHEHA
paOckast MHCKa, B TOT MUT OHA TOKa3anach ApcaMy JTy4IIUM MOJApKOM 32 BCIO
€ro *u3Hb. AXeMEHU]l BCTall, XOTeN MOAONTH, B3ATh NPUHECEHHbIE Aapbl, HO
MEIHOH Ieny He XBaTajlo OyKBalIbHO HAa HECKONBKO ImaroB. Ilepc He Mor maxe
JOTSHYTHCA 0 €JIbl.
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— [poxnsreiii Manpumiika, oH Hamo MHoW m3aeBaercs! Hy, s mo mero
n00epych! — BOCKIMKHYT AXEMEHH].

[lneHHMK TmOKa HE MOr JO0paTbes Haxke J0 Topriouka ¢ Bopoi. OH
OITyCTHJICSI Ha OJHO KOJIEHO, A0 MpeAeda HaTSHYN IIelb, HO CMOT TOJBKO
KOHYMKAMU NaJIbLIEB MPUKOCHYTHCA K XOJOJHOMY BIaKHOMY OOKY TOpILKA.

— DT0 4To 1u cyap0a, paau KOTOpoi BCE€ 3aTeBaIOCh, OOJIBAH ErUMeTCKUii?!
— 00pymmiIcs ApcaM ¢ yrpekaMy Ha KAMEHHOT'O HI0Ja.

Emy moxkazanoce, yto b3c momMopmimics M HEYKIIOXKE IIEBEJIbHYJIIC.
AXeMeHH]] OTMaxHYJICs OT HEro M CHOBa MOTSAHYJCS K 3aBeTHOM mucke. OH
€7IBa HE OMPOKHUHYJ TOPIIOK C BOAOW, HEOXKMJIAHHO OKA3aBIWMNCS Ha IEIbIA
mar Oiwke, yeM pasbiie. Jla ¥ MUCKa C Topsiuedl MmoxieOKoil HeBeIOMBbIM
00pa3oM NOJBUHYJIACH K IUIEHHUKY.

Hexwntpas pabckas muima mokazarack AXeMEHHIy HUYYTh HE XyXKE Tex
SICTB, KOTOPBIE OH BCIIOMHHAJ TOJBKO 4TO. JKab, rayOokas MECKa BMECTHIIA B
ce0s. YyTOYKY MEHBIIE TPEKPACHON PHIOHOW TOXJIEOKH, YEM XOTEIOCh OBl
ronogHoMy Axemenuay. Koraa Ha qHE He OCTanoCh HU Kallld, JOBOJIBbHBIN
IepC OTCTAaBHJI ITyCTYIO MHCKY, B3JOXHYII.

— Bor Tenepp MOXHO CIOKOWHO CHIIETh M kJAaTh HOBBIX IOBOPOTOB
CyJIbOBL.

OH cen, TPHUCIOHWICS CIOUHOM K CTGHE, TPHHICA pPacCyXIaTh
HACMEIIUINBO:

— Ilocne xopomiero obena MOXHO Jiedb IOCHATh, YTO €IIE OCTaeTCs
OcIHOMY HECYaCTHOMY XeHyy Homapxa. Ecmm Tak modmér, s oONeHIoch U
pacToJCTeI0, KaK KOTHI B TapeMe Y MOCH MaTepH.

Ha camom nene pnesTenbHbI IJIGHHUK CHaTh HE cOOWpascs, €ro OYeHb
BCTPEBOXHJIM CTPOKH NMHChMa HOMapxy O He3IopoBbe AHaxuT. EE OomezHp
BIIOJIHE OOBSCHsIA TO, YTO BIIIOONEHHBIA HE BHIEN €€ ¢ TeX Mop, KaK OHU
paccranuch y 6acceitna. Ho uto ¢ Heit?

— X, eciii 6 TOJIBKO y3HATH!

Apcam B KOTOpBIH pa3 0e30 BCSAKOW HaAekKAbl IEPHYT HEHABHCTHYIO
MEIHYI0 LIefb. MeTall OmsTh He MOIJANCs, U Y3HHKY OCTaJoCh TOJBKO B
OTYasTHUM JIYIHUTh KyJlaKaMU IO TJIaJKOH cTeHe cBoei Temuuubl. LTykarypka
OTBaJIMBANIACh KyCKaMH, IITypIiia OCHINANAch Ha IIOJI.

T'1aBa mecTHaguaTas

KOHEIL 3ATOYEHMUSA

YcnokauBasicb, AXxeMeHUA Ociabui yAapbl U BCKOpE MpPEKpaTHsl CBOE
Oecrone3Hoe 3aHsATHE, OTOMB BHYIIUTEIBHBIH KyCOK PAaCIHCHON ITYKAaTYPKH.
OH NOJHST CTOJIBKO MBUIH, YTO CTal FPOMKO YHUXaTh U HE MOT MepecTarh, MoKa
MBLIb HE OceTIa.

— IIpexpacHoe 1ekapcTBO OT SIPOCTH, — IOABITOKMI OH, — IIOKA [IPOYMXAJICH,
IpOTEp IJ1a3a, BOT Y>K€ U HACTPOEHUE CMEHUIIOCH.
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Ero Mbicnu AeWCTBUTENHHO MPHHSUIA COBCEM Jpyrod o06opor. Apcam
BCIIOMHIJI, 4mo ChIH Xepuxopa MUcal HAYaIbHUKY KOHIONICH (apaoHa, U
OCTPO IMOYYBCTBOBAJ, HACKOJBKO HE XBaTaeT €My B 3TOH XENTOW cTpaHe
ropstuux ckakyHoB Pomunbl. Ilepen AXeMEHHIOM MOIJIBUIA AaBHUE COOBITHSL:
Korma emy Obulo emié JieT MsTh, OTell yCaausl ero mepelx coboil Ha CBOEro
ropsiuero 6oeBoro kons. Kak Hacnennuk torna pesein! [IpunBopHbie 10ro He
MOIJIM MOHATH, B uéM peno. Iloka, ycIOKOMBIINCH, MajJb4MK HE CMOT
O0O0BSACHUTB, YTO €MY HY)KEH CBOW cOOCTBEHHBIN ckakyH. OH yiKe B3pOCIHbIi U
HE CTaHeT, KaKk MaJeHbKUU CHUJETh BABOEM Ha OJHOM KOHE BMECTE C OTLIOM.
Tyt xe s peOEHKa HANUIH CIOKOHHYIO MOXHOHOTYIO JIOIIAIKY, HACICIHUK
TOJIBKO TJISIHYJI Ha He€, cpa3y 3alpoTecTOBal:

— He 1o, 3auem?! MHe HyX€H KOHb, 0OJIbIION YEPHBINA KOHb.

Pe6€Hok yxke 3HaN, 0 KoM roBopui. OH JaBHO MPUCMOTPEN B KOHIOITHE
OTIIa TPOMAJHOTO MacieHo-uépHoro skepebua. CTonp HACTOATEIHHO
BBICKa3aHHOE >KeJlaHMe HaclleHMKa OBbUIO TYT K€ HcIojHeHo. Jlaxe ero
CMEJIbI OTell CHJIBHO COMHEBAJICA, YCakuBasg peOEHKa Ha CIIUHY OTPOMHOIO
)kuBoTHOro. Ho, K cuacThto mas Apcama, BOpPOHOW THraHT objanan
YIWBUTENBHO KPOTKHUM HPaBOM, M HEC MaJloJIETHEro AXeMeHHIa Ha CBOEi
criuHe OepeXxHo, Kak poJiHas MaThb. A HAcClIEHUK YyBCTBOBAJ ce0sl HACTOSIINM
MIOBEJIUTENIEM LIEJI0I0 MUPA U 3TOI'0 OTPOMHOI0 CUJIBHOI'O )KMBOTHOTO.

Tenepb B3poCHBIii ApcamM HE MOT BCIIOMHUHATH 0€3 YIBIOKH COOCTBEHHYIO
BaXKHOCTb.

— Jla... Mue Obl ceiliyac He TIOMENIAJI0O Ta YBEPEHHOCTb B CBOEM
BCEMOTYIIECTBE, — B3JIOXHYJI ponnuy mnapei [lapcer.

OH uckaj cuily B BOCIIOMUHAHUSAX O 0€3y/Iep>KHOM MOILM BOJIBHOTO TaOyHa
KOHEH, CTPEeMHUTETHHO HECIIETOCS T10 SIPKO 3ej1eHn JIyroB. [lepc cioBHO HAsIBY
BUJIENl Pa3BUBAIOLIMECS TPUBBI, Pa3HOLBETHBIE CIMHBI, CIbIAT PaJOCTHOE
prkaHue, TOmoT Thicsd KombIT. Cepaie AxeMeHuaa HaroJHui Boctopr. OH ¢
HACTI&KACHHEM BCIIOMUHAN YEPHOTO BENHMKaHAa, BBIOPAHHOTO MM B JETCTBE,
CBOM TaliHble IOCELICHMsI KOHIOIIHM, TO, KAaK YYWICS YNPaBiIATh TOPIbIM
KUBOTHBIM. OH mepebupai, CIOBHO pEIMKBHH, BOCIIOMHHAHHS O CBOHX
MaJILYHIIECKUX TPOMaxax U NepBbIX modOexax. [IpumoMHWI, Kak Medran
CKOpee BBIPACcTH, YTOOBI JIETKO YIIPABIATH CBOUM OTPOMHBIM KOHEM, Kak OBLI
YIUBIEH OJHAXKIbI, TIOHSAB, YTO TIOKa OH POC, €r0 BEJIMKOJENHBIA CKaKyH
cocrapuicsi. ApcaM ¢ YAOBOJBCTBHEM BCIIOMUHall BCE HOBbIE U HOBBIE
MOJPOOHOCTH O CBOEM BEIMKOJISITHOM BOPOHOM. HeoXHIaHHO B €ro MBICIH
BTOPICSI COBCEM JIPYroi KOHb, TOHKOHOTH, JJIMHHOIIEUH, PEDKHI C 30JI0TOM,
U3SIIHBINA, KpacuBblii, HO a0COMIOTHO uykoi. Ilepc rHam ero w3 rojoBbl, HO
CTPOIITHBOE JKMBOTHOE HE JKEJaj0 Mponagarh, MOJHUMANIACh Ha IBIOBI, OMI0
KOIIBITOM.

— Yto 3a HamacTh? — BO3MYTHICS AXeMeHHI. — B KOHIOUIHIX MOero orua
TaKOTO CKaKyHa He ObUIO HHKOTAa. [la m s HU pa3y TakuxX He BCTpedal YXK A
OBI 3aITIOMHHJT ATAKOE TY/IO.
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Pazngpaxkenue mporHaio Bce BocromuHaHus. Ho mepc He xorten
MpeKpaliaTh AymMarth o Jomaasix. Ml oH NpuHSIICA CTPOUTH A€P3KUE TUIAHBIL:

— Ox, mobparecst ObI 10 (PapaOHOBBIX KOHIOMICH, MOTSTANCS OBl S C TEM
cambiM Xe(ppOHOM B yMEHWHM YIpaBJIATh KoyiecHHUIed. JlroOol ¢apaon
no3aBuoBasl Obl. BOT B3 Obl XEpUXOPOB CHIHOK Ja OTIPaBHII MEHS ¢
MUCHMOM B CTOJIMILY, — pa3MeyTajcs IUIEHHUK U TYT )K€ CIUTIOHYI, Jocaays Ha
HEBO3MOXHOCTb TAKOI'O BE3EHMUSL.

— Kakue xe eruntsane ranel! Y umeHa y Hux ragxue: XeppoH, Xepuxop,
VYo6aunep, [lery6acT... — 3BYy4UT TaK, CIOBHO BepOIIIO]l cOOMpaeTcs IIIOHYTh.

Mpicn  TIpUHSIIM  37I0H, pa3ApaxEHHBIA 000pOT. AXEMEHH]J CHOBa
nepebupan B yMe BCE CHOCOOBI IMOKBUTATHCS C HBIHEITHUMH Xo3seBamH. OH
SPKO U OYEHBb IMPABIOMOJO0HO MPEICTaBMI KOPOTKYIO W CMEIIHYIO JPaKy ¢
XepuxopoM, TIOCMEsUICS, BCHOMHHMB OecrutogHple monbITKH [lerybacta
BOCIIOJIB30BATLCS JIYKOM; IIEpPC TOJIBKO HE MOT pElINTh, KaK OTOMCTHUTb
NPOTUBHON JUIMHHOHOCOW crapyxe. IlpeacraBmss, Kak OHa OyneT 3JI00HO
MBIXTETh, CKUMaTh KYJIaKM W TONaThb HOTaMu, ApcaMm paccMmesuica. Bckope
JesITeNbHOMY AXEMEHHIY 10 CMEPTH HACKy4IHJIO caMoMy cedst 3a0aBIsiTh, HO
BpeMsl IIJIO, HE MPHUHOCS HHUKaKkuX TmepeMmeH. [INeHHHMK 3aBajMicsl cHarb,
HAJIEACh XOTh TaK CKOPOTAaTh TOMUTENbHBIE YaChl O’KUAAHUS HOBBIX COOBITHI.

...JJo camoro ropu3oHTa Jexana MbUIbHAS TOKPHITAS YaXJIOW TpaBOM
paBHUHA, TOJBKO BJalieke €€ yKpallaiud JepeBbs, PACKUHYBIIUE KpPOHBI,
CIIOBHO 3eNEHBIC Olaxaia; TyJAa, IMOJ CEHb JIUCTBEI, TJ¢ COYHAs TpaBa ObLIA
rylie 1 3ejleHee, MUMO ApcaMa IIpoHecIach JIerkasi TOHKoHoras antuiona. OH
no0erkal 3a Hei, HO MyTh MPETpaguiio OOJBIIOE CTat0 KOPOTKOHOTHX TOJICTHIX
oeremotoB. OHU pa3eBaaM OrPOMHBIC 0€300pa3HbIe MACTH, IUIATH JKUAKYIO
TpaBKy; MepC ¢ YAWBICHHWEM HaON0Aajll, Kak MHPHO MACIHCh 3TH TPO3HBIC
ruranTel. HeoxunaHHO cpenn INPU3EMHUCTBIX  TSDKEIOBECOB  IOSBUIICS
TOHKOHOTUH HEBEPOSATHO BHICOKMIA kupad. Ero HEmoMepHO UIMHHYIO MICO
BEHYaJla MaJIeHbKas yllacTas rojloBKa ¢ pokkaMmu. bosblryiiye TEMHbIE [1a3za
CEpbE3HO CMOTPENM M3-1I0J TOHKMX pecHull. HeBecTp OTKyna MOSBUIMCH
pa3bspEHHBIC JIbBBI, IPUHTUCH PbluaTh U ApaThecs. Tak, YTO pacmyraiu BcexX
JKUBOTHBIX. OHHU pBaJIM APYT APYyra 4yJOBUIIHBIMU KIBIKAMU H KOTTAMM. . .

Apcam pe3Ko MPOCHYJICS, CEJI, CTapasCh CTPSIXHYTh ¢ CeOsI TSHKENBIN COH.

— IIpuBugurcs ke takas raoctb! S cbIT Adpukoit 10 TOMIHOTHI!

— Bonraems cam ¢ co60i#? — yciblman OH TPOMKHI COOCTBEHHBIH TOJI0C. —
ITponomxkum Geceny.

OmapalieHHbIN, TIepc BO BCE T1a3a BIISABIBAIICS B OKPY>KaBIIUN CYMpPaK U
HE MOT HHMKOTO YBHJETh, MOKAa W3-3a JaJbHEH KOJOHHBI HE BBIIIET BTOPOM
Apcam. [llan HacMeNUIMBO yIbIOANCS, BCTA B JIIOOMMYIO 1MO3y AXEMECHHIA,
IIPUCIIOHUBIINCH CIMHONW K KOJIOHHE M CJIO)KHMB PYKH, KUBHYJ Ha IIyCTYIO
MUCKY Ha TOJy.

— Erunerckas ena cranoBurcs Bc€ BKycHee?

— Tosbko €€ cauIIKOM Majlo, — CO3HAJICS IJIEHHUK.

— U cTout oHa anekoBaro, — MOATPYHUBAN HaJl HUM OOT TOOpOU CyIbObI.
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— Hy, 310 10 mopsI 10 BpeMeHH.

JBa Apcama nykaBo CMOTpENH ApYyT Ha Ipyra.

— He crouno nunate Gennsary baca, — moxypui mjieHHMKa CBOOOIHBIN
Apcam.

— Bcé u3-3a nenu, s 3Bepeto, cuad 3aech!

— Heyxenu sta menous Bcé MeHsier?! — ycomuuics Llau.

— Cam norpo0yii!

— 3ayeM MHe 3T0?

— HoBble BnedamieHusi, — 3710 OpOCWII IUIEHHUK, — YTOOBI OCTpee MOTOM
OIIYTHUTH CYACTHE OT CBOOOIB!!

— [Ipemmaraems 3aMeHUTH TE€OS 371€Ch, TIOKA. ..

— MbI ke 0JJMHAKOBbIE KaK JIBE€ KaIllIh BOJbI, — O)KUBUJICSI ApcaM-4eIOBeK, —
3TO k€ BCE PaBHO, YTO OJHOBPEMEHHO OBITH B NBYX MecTax. Jlaxe eciu
CTapyxe MPUIET B TOJIOBY IPOBEPUTH, HUKTO HE 3aMETHT MOETO OTCYTCTBHI!

— Oxuii ToI xUTpen! — paccmesincs Hlau. — Yxe 6oramu koMaHayeuis!

— TbI cam Hauan 3Ty Urpy.

— A TBI TOJIBKO CTapaeuIbCs CAeNaTh €€ NHTEPECHOM.

— OnAate Tl yuTaeb Mou Mbicau! Cornamaics, Hy 4To Tebe CTOUT Yacuk
MONPUTBOPSTHCA, YTO CUAMIIL Ha 1enu?!

— U 3T0 TOBOPUT YENOBEK, HE yMEBIIMHA BPATh M MPE3UPABIINN MECTHBIX
JIEMOHOB, — C yJIBIOKOH 3aMeTnit 60r 10Opoit CyabObI.

— 371ech BCE MEPEeBEPHYTO C HOT Ha rOJNOBY, — CMYTHJICS 30poacTpuen. — 51
yKE caM HE CBOI OT OJMHOYECTBA M MPOKIISATOrO padCcTBa.

— OnpapapIBaiics, OpaBIbIBAMCS, a 5 TOKa MOCKYyYaro Ha TBOEM MECTE.

C stumu cnoBaMu Oor J0Opoi cynbObI MOMaHUI K ceOe ManbLEeM MEIHYI0
[IeTb, OHA JIETKO W MOCIYIIHO OTHYCTWIA HOTY IUIEHHHKA M CKONB3HYJIa KO
BTOpOMY ApcamMy, TOBHCIa Ha €ro IMUKOJOTKE. YKe€ He TMepBhIH pa3
MOMYyYMBIIUKA CBOOOMY C TMOMOUIbIO BOJIIEOCTBA, AXEMEHHJ Ha BCAKHUN
CITy4yaif HOTEP MECTO, T/Ie TOJIBKO YTO OBLIN OKOBEI.

— Bcé emé He moxkens nmpuBbIKHYTH? — cripocwi [lan, HageBmmii nens Ha
cebs1. — [la myuie He MpUBBIKAH, HE BCeraa e OyaeT Tak Be3TH.

— TeGe BunHeil, — coraacuics nepe.

OH moMemTui enié MrHOBCHHE W 3aCTENIMI K BBEIXOMY, TOJIKOM HE PEIIUB,
KaK BOCIIOJIb3YETCSI HEOXKHUIAHHOW CBOOOJONH. AXEMEHHJ JIETKUM TOKIOHOM
no0aroapui MOKIaJUCTOTO IBOMHHKA 33 TOMOILb.

— [ToToMm coutémcs, — cepbE3HO OTBETHII OCTABIIHICS HA e ApcaM.

Ho HenaBHMI IUIEHHMK €ro HE pacCIblla]l WX I[POCTO HE MpUAal
3Ha4YeHHs TPO3HBIM CJIOBaM erunerckoro 6ora. Cepjue BIrOOIEHHOTO BEJO
ero k mpekpacHoW AHaxuT. OH YK€ HEBOJBHO TMPEACTABISLI, KaKk OHa
MIOPa3HTCs ero mosiBieHnio. becnomannoe appruKaHCKOe CONHIIE KIOHWIOCH K
3aKary, OT IOCTPOEK TSAHYJIHCh JUIMHHBbIE 4Y&pHble TeHH; ApcaMm cTapaics
CHPATATBCS CPeAM HUX, HE CTaJl MEepeceKaTh emeé SpKO OCBEMIEHHBIA IBOD,
00omén BIONML CTEH 3MaHWH. XOTS €My W TIpSATaThcs Bpoje Obl OBUIO HE OT
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Koro. bermer He BCTpeTit HE OHOTO CITYTY, HE OBUTO BUIHO M YICHOB CEMBHU
HOMapXxa.

Hay4yeHHOMY TOpPBKHM ONBITOM, AXEMEHHAY HE XOTENIOCh Pa3bICKHBATH
BO3JTFOOJICHHYIO B JJAOMPUHTE KOMHAT OOJIBIIOTO J0Ma.

— DX, ecnu ObI OHA JOTAJaIach M BBIILIA MOTF0OOBATHCS 3aKATOM, — MEUTAI
OH.

Ho xenmwuna ne cnpimana ero. 1 Apcamy ocTanock TOJIBKO TOBTOPHUTH
CBOIO TIONBITKY BOMTH B JoM HOMapxa. OH TOpsS40 HAIESSUICS HE HATKHYTHCS
Ooipllle HM Ha TPOMKO KpHUYAIIUX MAJbUUIICK, HH Ha Pa30PSIONIUX
COKPOBHIIIHUITY KOTSIT, IIPO CTAPYIO MaTh Xepuxopa oH BoBce m03a0su1. Ho ona
cama o cebe HamoMHmIIA. Ilepc enBa HE CTOJKHYJCS C HEH B ABEPSX, YCIEN
BOBpEMsI FOPKHYTh B IUIOTHYIO TeHb. CBEKpOBh AHAXUT HHYETO HE 3aMETHIIA,
NPOKANULLIACh M TOMMBITajla HOCOM, Iodecaja M€Ky, HENPHI3HEHHO
OypKHYJIa 4TO-TO MPO COJIHIE U BEPHYJIACh OOPATHO B JIOM.

— 3aueM OHa BBIXOJMIIA? — BO3MYTWIICA ApcaM U TYT )K€ caM ce0e OTBETHIL.
— [puxommna cnenuanbkHO 00pyraTh 3akaT. Hameroch, Teneps OHA 3aBaIUTCS
CHaTh.

ITocne mepBoro e MOBOpPOTa TEMHOTO Y3KOTO KOPHAOpPA MepC BHIHYKACH
OBUT BCIIOMHHUTH €IIE OJHOTO POACTBEHHUKA Xepuxopa. CIaako MOTSATUBAsCH,
IIIPOKO PACTSIHYB POT 3€BKOM, CHIHOK HOMapXxa IMperpaami emy zgopory. K
CYaCTBIO, 3eBas, IlerybacT 3aKMYypHIICS M HE PasrisiieN NMPHIbHYBIIETO K
CTEHE W MPOITYCTUBIIEro ero uy:kaka. COHHBIA MapeHb eBa He 3a7en Apcama
JIOKTEM U TPOMKO IIapKasi IMSATKAMH, TIPOIIET MUMO.

— Emé oaun qr00uTeNb 3aKaToB, — QPBIPKHYI Mepc.

A cpiH Xepuxopa CKPBLICS 32 HOBBIM IIOBOPOTOM — BCJIEH 3a CBOEH Oa0KOM.
AxeMeHu7I TPOJOIKUII CBOM OMACHBIA MyTh, W3 KOPHAOpPA OH BOIIEN B
3HAKOMBIH 3aJ1, B MAJICHBKYIO KOMHATKY, TI€ XPaHWINCh CYHAYKH, 3aXOAUTh HE
CTajJ, CBEpHYJ B JAPYroil MpOXOX, B KPOMEINHOW TEMHOTE HATKHYJICS Ha
TPOMagHBIM KyBIIMH, Hamryman emé onauH. I[lycToil cocyn yrpoxarorie
3akavaics. [lepc mpoTsHyn pyKy, IPOBEIN MO MIEPIIaBOi OeNéHOM CTEeHE.

— CTpaHHOE MECTO, HC WHAYC BaHHAs KOMHATA, JOJDKHBI )K€ CTHIITSIHE TIe-
TO MBIThCAL.

ApcaM BepHYJICS K BEIXOIY H OIISITh OKA3aJICsl B OONBIIIOM 3aJe.

— Crorm, Tae-T0 31ech ObUIa JICCTHHIA, HABEPHIKA CIAJbHU PACHOJIOKEHBI
ATa)KOM BBIIIIE, — PACCYX KA OH.

[TpunoMHUB yOpaHCTBO MPHEMHOTO 3aJ1a M €/1Ba HE YPOHUB TI0 I0pOTe mapy
XPYIKAX CTOJHMKOB, AXEMEHHJ PEIIUTEIHHO HAMpPaBWICS B TOT Yyrojd, THAE
BUZET JIeCTHUIy HaBepX. CTymeHbKM OBLUTH CIOXCHBI W3 KHUPIIUYa, HO
MIOKA3aJIMCh JKUTETIO JBOPIIOB CIMIIKOM Y3KHMH, HeymZoOHBIMHU. BTopoit sTax
JI0OMa HOMapxa TOXe OBUI TIOTPY)KEH B TEMHOTY, H, KOTJIa IepCy MOKa3alocCh,
YTO OH OKOHYATENbHO 3a0JIyInIcs, BIIOOJIEHHBIA YBUEN CBET IO 3aHaBECOM
Ha OJHOM U3 INUPOKHX IBEPHBIX MPOEMOB. Y HEro Nake COMHEHHS He
BO3HHKJIO, UTO 3Ta JaMIa B KOMHaTe AHaXuT. ApcaM OCTOPOKHO OTOIBHHYJI
[[BETHOW 3aHaBec, B TJa3a Mepcy cpasy OpOCHIOCh MHOXKECTBO TOAYIICK, B
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PACIIUTBIX XOJIIOBBIX HABOJOYKAX, PA3JIOKEHHBIX Ha MOy, HA KaXKIOH U3
KOTOPBIX YIOTHO YCTPOWJIOCH 10 KOTEHKY. B meHTpe HeOOIbIIONH KOMHATHI
CTOsUIa JICPEBSHHAS KpPOBaTh, HAa YETHIPEX HOXKKAX B (opMe OBIYBHX KOIIBIT,
BJIOJIb CTCH CTOSUIA Mapa CYHIYKOB M KPOXOTHBIH CTOJIMK C MYyTHBIM 3€PKaJIOM,
3aCTaBICHHBIA Ma3siMM M JyXaMH B MaJlleHbKHUX COCyJax W3 oOcHIuaHa,
CJIOHOBOM KOCTH W ropHOro xpycransi. Ha cyHayke crosuia namma, psjaoMm, B
Kpeciie, Tiepc YBUJIET CBOKO JIFOOMMYIO, CKJIOHHMBINYIOCS Hal muTheM. OHa
B3JIPOTHYJIa OT €/IBa YJIOBUMOI'O LIIyMa, OJHsIa raza. Jlonroe, Kak BEYHOCTb,
MIHOBEHHE CMOTpEJia Ha HEro Moiiya, He HaxolAs HYXHBIX cioB. Toraa
JIEP3KUH IJICHHUK TUXO 3aTOBOPHII TICPBBIM:

— TosbKO He MPOTOHSH, s 3]1ECh, IOTOMY YTO CaMU OOTH JKEJar0T 3TOTO.

— Ho... kak 1B cymen ocBoOOmIIICSI? — PAacTEPSHHO CIIPOCHUIIA MOJOAAS
JKEHIIHA.

— 51 ke TOBOpIO, MHE TTOMOTJIH caMH OOTH.

AXeMeHH]] IIAaTHYJ K BO3NMIOOJICHHON, HO OHAa OCTAHOBWJIA €r0 PE3KUM
JKECTOM.

— He moxxonu! Croii TaMm. 3aueM TbI 371€CH?

ITepc He o)xuMAaNM TAKOTO XOJIOAHOTO NpUEMa, cKa3all IepBOe, YTO MPUIIIIO B
rOJIOBY:

— MbI 1aBHO HE 3aHHMAJIHCh €THUIIETCKMM. 1 COBCeM HE IOHMMAal0 TBOIO
CBEKPOBb. Y MEH$ CTOJIBKO BOIIPOCOB.

— Xopolo, crpamuBai, — MUJIOCTHUBO pa3pelinia >xeHa HoMapXxa.

— Kak mo-erumercku ckazatb — cepine? — CHPOCHI BIFOOJIEHHBIH,
peUIUTENBHO MPUOIU3UBIINACH K MOJIOJION JKEHIIIMHE.

AHaxXuT OBICTPO OTBETHIIA U TIOJDKAJIA HUXKHIOKO TY0Yy.

— Moé cepariie npuHAIISKUT TeOe! — Mpou3HEC Apcam MO-eTUITETCKH.

OHa BCKOUMIJIa, 3aMaxaJia Ha HETO PyKaMH.

— Her, Her, MbI He goinkubl! Henp3s! Hemp3s!

— IMouemy? UYrto Tak ucmyrano Tebs? — BOCKIWKHYJ TMOPaKEHHBIA €
peakmuert Axemenua. — Kro BunoBar? Tsoit myx? Crapyxa? Uro onu
caenanu?

— 1 cama pemrmna! Uto MBI JODKHBI OBITH KaK MOXKHO JajbIIe APYT OT
Ipyra, — CephE3HO B3TOXHYNAa AHAXHT, — TaK BCEM OyeT JIydIe. ..

— Her! Tak xyxe! Tak HEBO3MOXHO IJIOXO! — TopsA4Y0 NPOTECTOBAT
BITFOOJIEHHBIH.

— He criops! Sl Bc€ pemnna, s X04y KHUTh, a €CITH XEePUXOP Y3HAET, YTO ThHI
ObLT 3/1eCh, OH YOBET MeHs, YObET TeOs... HememmenHo yxomu! — TBEpIO
MIPOU3HECIIa MOJIO/IAs JKEHIIMHA. — YX0u ObIcTpee!

ApcaMy HHYETO HE OCTaBaJOCh, KaK MOAYMHUTHCA. CKpers cepane, OH
MIOTIATHJIICS. Has3al, He CBOASA IJIa3 C TPEKpacHOW AHAXUT, OHa OCTaBajlach
CTpOroil u HempekIoHHOH. Ilepc pemmTenbHO MOBEPHYIICS, BBIOEKANT BOH U3
CBETJION KOMHATHI, HAIOJHEHHON apomaroM aymmcroro macia. OH ObICTpO
MUHOBAJI JIAONPHUHTHI TEMHOTO JOMa U OKa3ajcs BO JABOpE.

47



PazmocamoBanHblif, AxeMmMeHHJ ObICTpO [marajg Mpo4yb OT JoMa
BO3JIIOOJICHHOM, OITYCTUB TOJIOBY U HE TSI 10 ctopoHaM. OH OYKBaJIbHO HOC
K HOCY CTOJIKHYJICSI CO CTapoi MaTephlo Xepuxopa.

— OmATh 311€Ch ATa PyXJIiAb, — BEIPBAIOCH y Iepca.

OH TJISIHYN Ha CTapyXy, HE CKphIBasi HEMPHSI3HH, a OHA TIOPa3mia IUICHHUKA
cBOEH peakiued. YOawHep B yKace IMOMATHIACH, MPUHAIACH Pa3MaxHBaTh
pPyKaMu, CIOBHO OTTOHSSI POH ITYeN, W XPHUIUIO MOBTOPSTH YTO-TO BpOJE
3aKJIMHAHUS. AXEMEHUJ pellni, YTO OHa COollljla C yMa, a MOBEPHYBIIUCH K
Oacceliny, IOHSI — OT Yero.

[Bop HOMapxa He OBLI ITyCT, ITI0 HEMY OpOAMIN YEJIOBEK IIECTh, W BCE OHU
ObuH... Apcamamu! Y HOT KaXIOTO W3 HUX BECEIO UTPald U MSAyKalu I10
IIECTh PA3HOIBETHBIX KOTAT. B mbutn y OacceliHa MyIIMCTHIE YETBEPOHOTHE
TOHSUTH ¥ TIEPEKATHIBAIN JECATKH KPYIHBIX TEPIIaMyTPOBO-TOIYOBIX IIAPHUKOB.
JIBop ObLT OyKBaJIbHO 3aChITIaH KEMIYTOM.

— OT Takoro 3penuiia u 5 Obl CIATHII, — IPU3HAJICS caM cebe AXEeMEeHU].

Marp Xepuxopa CMayHO IDTFOHYJa B CTOPOHY CTpPaHHOW KOMITaHUH H,
CXBaTHBIINCE 32 TOJIOBY, IIOKAYNBasICh, yOpesa B JOM.

— bennas crapyiika, — ¢ COYyBCTBHEM B3JI0XHYN pad HOMapxa.

— OH e€ emé u xaneet! — NOAUBWICA OJUH U3 OBIBIIMX BO JBOpE ApCamoB.

— Jlaxke 60’KECTBEHHOTO TEPIICHUSI HE XBATHJIO, YTOOBI CMHPHO CHICTH Ha
uenu?

— Hy, noaymaems, pa3Binékcsi uyTok! — Kampu3HO 3asBUN Onrbpxaiimumil
Apcam. — 3ato Temepp Mamarie Xepuxopa ¥ B TOJOBY HE MPHAET, 4TO €&
HEBECTKA K 3TOMY IIPHYaCTHA.

— AHaxuT U Tak He Ipu 4éM, — BO3MYTUIICS BIIOOJIEHHBIMH.

— Ecnm Ow1 MeHst 31ech He ObLT0, TPYAHO Tebe ObIT0 ObI OOBSICHUTD, UTO ThI
Jenain B 1ome, Y0auHep, Koraa Thl Ha He€ HalleTed.

— Ecnu Ob1 Bac Beex 371ech He OBLIO, — TIOIPABIIT 30POACTPHUEII.

— Jla, mopa MHe coOpaThbcsi, — COTJIacHIICS OOT.

CHavana cTayi0 3HAUYUTEIHHO MEHBIIEC KOTAT, OHM BCE eI 3aHMMAIIUCDH
KaXXAbIH CBOMM JEJIOM, HO MOCTENEHHO CTalM TasATh B BO3ayxe. B cieayroree
MIHOBEHHE TpONajl BECh XEMUYYr W JIMIIHHE MiATh ApcamoB. [lo-mpexHemy
MOXOKUI Ha Tiepca Kak JIBe KaIUTH BOJBI, ETHUTETCKHHA OOT T00poi cynbObI
HeOpeXHO mpucen y OacceiiHa.

— Yro THI HaMepeH AenaTh Ternepb? — CTPOro CHPOCHI OH AXEeMEeHHIa. —
MoeT, X04elTh BEpHYThCS Ha CBOE MECTO BO3JIE CTOJI0A?

— Bot 3T0Tr0 5 TOUHO nenath He Oy, — PeIMUTENHHO 3asiBII TIEPC.

On nogomeén k Illan u Toxxe mpucen Ha GOPTHK 3JIOMOIYYHOTrO OacceliHa,
HAKJIOHWICS, 3a4ePIHYJ B JIAIOHD BOIBI.

— Kak MHOTO 3/1€Ch ITPOHM30IIIO 32 MOCIECTHUE THH.

— Jla, — paccmestncs lan, — mamaiie Homapxa OyAET YTO BCIIOMHHUTbD, XOTS
BO BpeMsI BOWHBI BOCTIOMHHAHHSM TIPEIABATHCS HEKOTA.

— Tak BoiiHa Bcé-Taku Oynet?
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— MoxHO moxgymath, THI ITOCIEJHEE BpeMs HE KIJI TOJIBKO HAACKIOH Ha
ato?! — nopasuics Llau.

— Ja, Ho...

— Heyxenu rpo3HBII TOTOMOK Lapeid MPOHUKCA 3a00TOH O MPOCTHIX
ETUNTSIHAX, — YCOMHIJICS OOT.

— 51 mpekpacHo 3Har0, 4TO OBIBACT BO BPEMs BOWH. . .

— Oro, — paccmesuics Apcam-00r, — Thl TaK CEphE3eH, CIOBHO TOTOB C
OpY’KHEM B pyKaxX 3allHIIaTh MECTHBIX OT CBOHX XKe OpaTheB-IIEPCOB.

— He roBopu rmymocreld, — paccepamicsi Apcam-yelloBeK, — 37eCb MHE
3aIUIIaTh HEKOTO, BEIb HE HOCATYIO CTapyXy Ke.

— Moxert koro Jipyroro? — jiykaBo yisioancs [lau.

— AHaXuT MeHs IPOTHAJIA, — TOPHKO B3IOXHYJI BIIFOOJIEHHBIH.

— Tak 3mech Te0s1 OOJIBIIIE HUYETO HE JIEPHKUT.

— bonbiie ve nepxwurT.

— A MOXeT, Thl BCE e XOuelllb BEPHYTbCS K CBOEH Lenu? — XUTPO
comrypuicst 6or 1o6poii CyapOBL.

— EnuHCTBEHHOE, YeTOo 51 X0Uy, — OBITh KaK MOXKHO JAJIBIIE OTCIOJA.

— Tak xT0 T€0s nepxut? beru.

I'maBa cemHagmarTasi

HAYAJIO JAJBHEI'O ITYTH

Erumnerckuii 6or BoBce He coOupaincs nenath Bc€ 3a Axemenuaa. OH
IPOCTO pacTasyl B BO3AyXE, IPEIOCTABHB 4YEJIOBEKY IIOJHYIO CBOOOIY
JeHCTBHUA. A ApcaM | HE JKIal, YTO JBOHHHUK CTAHET BBITIOIHATH €r0 JKEIaHHE;
enea lllam wncue3, oH CiIOBHO 3a0bDTI O HEM U 3acClEIIWI IOKHHYTh
HETOCTETIPHUMHEIH 1BOp HOMapXxa. Ho Tonmpko mpobexaB yke IaroB cTo, mepc
MOHSUI, Ky/la Tak cremuT. EquacTBeHHoe MecTo B Ermmre ceiyac ka3anoch
€My 3aMaH4HBO YIOTHBIM — O¢/THas XIDKHHA poruteneii ['anaubana.

— Kak Temepr BCTpeTUT MEHS TEMHOKOXHI?! — 3amymancs Oernerny u
3aMeIHIT mard. — ['aHHnban Teneps JOMKHO OBITh pa3doraTel U 3aBayKHUYAL.
Ecnu 9T0, MPUIIOMHIO €My HIJTBCKHIA JTOJIKOK.

[TonamesBIINCHF Ha MAMATIMBOCTH CBOETO CETHIIETCKOTO Jpyra, IIepc
MPUBBIYHO OTCUUTHIBAN 3aMIOTHEHHBIC MYTHOH BOJION KaHAJIBIIBI.

— IlaTb, mIecTh, MOBOPOT, 1BA TPH, €LIE TOBOPOT...

Ha stoT pa3 eMy ynmanoch He 3aIyTaThCsl B MOACYETaX M HE 3a0JIyTUTHCS.
OdeHb CKOPO OH MOMOMIEN K OJCTHIM B KYAPSBYIO 3€JICHb JEPEBBSIM BO3JIE
noma ['amnmbana. Tonpko Temepb mepc BCHOMHKJ, YTO, MOTOPOIUBIIHUCH,
OCTaBWJI 1TO/I IMHOBKOW OTIIMYHBIH JTYK.

— Kak OBl OH MHE MPUTOAWICS TENeph, — B3INOXHYI Oerien, — HeN3BECTHO,
gro emé xnér Bmepemu. CTpensl pa3moObITh HE MYIPEHO, Ja JIAJIHO,
COKPYILATHCS MO3/THO.

Hpyr BcTpermit Apcama 6e103y0oii yibIOKoH.

— Coexan Bcé-taku?! He nymain, 4To Thl cTaHElIb TEPIETh TAK AOJTO.
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— 51 Ob1 1 He Tepren, — MPU3HAJICS TIePC, — €CIIH OBl TOJIBKO 3apaHee 3Hal...

— Iloroau co cBOMMH paccka3zamu, — IpepBal €ro erunTsHuH, — CIepBa
MIPOXOJH B IOM, TOTJ]a ¥ TOTOBOPUM O TBOHMX IIEpEMEHAX.

B ckpoMHOiI1 ynCcTO# npoxiiaze KPeCThTHCKOTO JIoMa ObIJI0 COBCEM ITYCTO.

—I'ne Bce TBOU? — cripocui y ipyra Apcam.

— Mars yunia KOpMUTB KOPOB, & OTEIl OIATh B Toye. YHCTHT 3acOopHBIIHECs
BOJIHBIC KAHAJIBL.

— Te kanaBku Bponp moned? A mouemy cam? Pa3ee BBl Temepb He
pa3borarenu?

— OH, ympsMern, xo4er, 4YToO0 BC€ ocTanoch, Kak ObUIO pasblie. S
npeayaral eMy HaHSTh JBYX paOOTHHMKOB, HO OH Ha MEHS HAaKpHYal, YTO
BBIPACTUJI XHTPOTO JieHTss1. He mpencraBisito, kak ero ybeauts. [la namHo,
XBaTUT O HAIIMX CKYYHBIX JIENIaX, PACCKaXH JIydIlle, KaKk 0CBOOOIMIICS.

— Jla MHE ¥ enaTh MOYTH HE NPUIIIIOCH HIYETO.

— Jlo 4ero >xe THI 4ecTHBI! — paccmesuicst apyr mepca. — Jpyroit Obl
IpUBpA, IPUYKPACHUI... A ThI, HEOOCh, ceiiyac 3asBHIIb, YTO MPOCTO B3SUT /12
yIén.

— Kaxk pa3 atoro s ckazaTb HE MOTy, — YJIBIOHYJICSA 30pOacTpHel, — MEHS
otmycTun Bam Llau.

— bor nmobpoii cyms0b1?! — mopaswics eruntsHuH. — W eMy ThI
nonpasuicsa?! C To60i He cockyuubes!

IToxa AxemMeHua MOAPOOHO U HUYETO HE CKpBIBasl MepecKa3biBall APYry Bce
HEBEPOSTHBIC COOBITHS TOCIEAHUX NHEH, 'aHHMOan TO M [1e0 BCKaKWBAaJ CO
CBOEH IIMHOBKH C KPUKOM:

— He moxet 310r0 OBITH!!

[ToToM, BCIOMHHMB YIWBHTEIBHYIO UYECTHOCTH CBOETO IIPyTra, OIYCKAJICs
00paTHO M BHUMATEIBHO CIyIan gaibiie. [loBTopss To u mero:

— Her, Takoe MOXeT cIyduThes TONBKO ¢ ToO0i! Heyxenu tak u 651107

B xoHIIE KOHIIOB, éMy BCE COOBITHSI ITOKA3aJUCh BIIOJIHE OCTOBEPHBIMH,
TOJIBKO B OZHO OH OTKAa3aJICs TIOBEPUTH:

— KoneuHo, 51 HE 3HATOK MMOBAIOK Pa3HBIX OOrOB, HO B JKEHILMHAX, KaXeTcs,
sl KOE-4TO TIOHMMAIO, — YBEPEH, Thl HUYETO HE IMOHSII PO AHAXWUT.

—Yero yx Tyt HenoHsitHOro?! [Ipornana MeHs ¥ TONBKO. ..

— OHa x0T#1 OBbI OOBSICHIIIA CBOIO PE3KYIO IIepeMeHy?

— Her... — rny0oxko 3agymaincst BItOONEHHBIH, — MHE MOKA3alocCh... 4TO S
JOJDKEH 3HATh YTO-TO TAKOE... 0 YEM ITOHITHS HE HMEIO.

— Kpacasutipl mo0sT Takue 3araaku, — 3asBuI ['aHHMOa ¢ BUIOM 3HATOKA,
— KaXeTcs MHe, 3TO TOT ciyd4aif, KOTJa >KEHIIMHA TOBOPUT OJHO, & XOUET,
Y9TOOBI €€ MOHSITH COBCEM HA000POT.

— To1 mymaenib, OHa He XOTENa, YTOOBI S yXOIUIT?

— Xotena u He XoTena — BcE cpasy. A MOXKET, U MpaBja, Aymaja TOIbKO O
TOM, YTO OHA JK€Ha Xepuxopa, J0JDKHA OBITH BEpHA TOJIBKO eMy; OHa, KOHEJHO,
3HaeT, KaK OOXOIATCS JPYyTrHe MYXKbsl CO CBOMMH HEBEPHBIMH IKCHAMH,
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HaBEpHsKa, YOauHep PeryisipHO €if 00 3TOM HAllOMUHAET, HO Belb XEpUXOp
COBCEM U3 APYroro TecTa...

OH 00OpBaN CBOM pacCyXJCHUs, YCIBIIIAB HACTOWYMBBIA CTYK Yy IOpOTa.
KTo0-TO HacTOIUMBO CTy4as MO CTEHE KPECTHIHCKOTO OMa, BHI3BIBAS XO35CB.

— Ot0 32 MHOMH!

AXeMeHH/]] BCTall M3-3a CTOJIA U BBIIIET U3 YIOTHOTO moMuka ['anaubana. Ox
OKHUJANI YBUIETh IO NIEPEBBSIMH BOOPYKEHHBIX CIYI HOMapxa, HO BMECTO
B3POCJIBIX MYXKYMH YBHIENI TOJBKO BECENO YJIBIOABIIErocs MAaLYOHKY, TaK
MHOTO pa3 OTJIAIIABIIET0 CBOMMHU KPUKaMH JOM HoMapxa. B pykax ToT mepxain
OOJIBIIION JTYK, KOTOPBIN MJICHHUK TI0A00pai Bo qBope nocie 3abas [lerybacra.
B otBer Ha kpaitHee yauBieHne Apcama MaJlbYUK XUTPO MOAMHUTHYII EMY:

— ToI K0e-4TO 3a0BUI, — YCIBINIAN MMepc HaCMeNUIuBEIA ronoc Illan, — He
CMOTpH TakK OIIAPAIICHO, S BeOb OOT HE TONBKO TBOCH CYOBOBI, I STOTO
MaJIBYOHKH €CTh CBOsI T0Opast Cyan0a.

— 3HAYUT, THI MOXKEIIIb IPUTBOPUTHCS KEM YTOIHO?

— Ha 10 51 u Gor. Xors Xexky KyAa JIydille YIaeTcs KOJIOBATh U IyPHUTh
CMEPTHBIM TOJIOBEI.

— Bort ¢ HUM 4 ené He BcTpedancs.

— 51 ke TOBOpIO, OH MacTep KOJIA0BaTh, — paccMesuics 1llan, — BB OTIMYHO
3HaKOMBI. [1epBhIif pa3 ThI MbITANCS €r0 OOHATH, 2 BTOPOW — HACTydal eMy T0
Oarike KycKOM MpaMopa.

— 51 ke He 3HaJ... — ONPABBIBAIICS OIIAPAIICHHBIH AXESMEHU]I.

— A xoporo TblI ero otoBapui! — xoxoTall, He YHUMAasCh, MabuoHKa. — He
IIOMHIO, YTOO XHUTpOMYy XEKe TaK [OCTaBaJOCh OT CMEPTHBIX. JIMXO TbI
00XOJUIIBCS C ETUNEeTCKUMU Ooramu!

— Cynpba y MeHs Takasi, — OypKHYJ TOTOMOK Tapei [Tapcel.

— Cynbba cyapboii, — mocepb&sHen 0or, — a Kax bl CIIpaBIIseTCs ¢ HEel To-
CBOEMY.

— BrixoauT, He Bc€ pemieHo 3apanee?

— Her, k0HEYHO, TOJILKO CaMoOe TIIaBHOE, — TPOU3HEC OOT 10OpOH CyabOBI.

He moxwunmasice HOBBIX BOIIPOCOB OT HAcTOuUMBOro mepca, lllan mocmemnrin
BPY4UTh Oerjeiy JIyK U, BECeIO MaxHyB PYKOH, pacTasul B BO3Iyxe. Apcam
OCTaJICSl CTOATH TOJA JEPEBOM M XMYpO TIISIAEN BAalb. TakuM €ro W Hamiell
T'annuOan, BIIeAMINN U3 TOMa MOCMOTPETh, YeM 3aKOHYMIIOCH JIEIO.

— A rae Bce? — cipocul OH, 03UPAsACh TI0 CTOPOHAM.

— K0 Bce? — He noHsun apyra nepc.

— Hy... cimyru HoMapxa niy Koro OH TaM IpHCial. . .

— Xepuxop 3/1eCh HU IIPU YEM. . ..

— IpekpacHbie HOBOCTH! — 00paiOBasICsI ETUNTIHUH. — TOJBKO S B TOJK HE
BO3BMY, KOMY €II¢ THl MOT TIOHaJOOHUTHCSL.

AXeMeHHU]] CTPSIXHYJ ¢ ce0sl OlleTIeHeHHEe, OTBETHII IPOCTO:

— Jla Tak, ogud Oor 3aberari. ..
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OH BAOBONL MMO3a0aBHWJICS HAX TEM, Kak NoOOJenHeNIa W BBITSHYJAch
BBIpa3UTENNbHAS (PH3MOHOMHS TEMHOKOXKero. ['aHHMOanm Tak pa3BOIHOBAJCS,
YTO J0JITO HE MOT BBITOBOPHUTH HU CJIOBA.

— B-0-600r? Bosne moero noma? bBor 3xecs?

— B 1BOéM noMe yxe moObiBania oiHa OOTHMHS — cllaBHasi KMUCKA, — CMESJICS
AxeMeHuJ, — 3pd Thl HE BEpWJI CBOEH MaTepu, YTO Ballld OOrM MOBCIONY.
Y auBUTENBHO, KaK BB UX HE 3amMedaete. MX jxe Tak MHOTO.

— [loronu, moroau... — TPSIC TOJIOBOM ETUNTSIHUH, — YTO K IMOJIY4aeTcs, 3TO
Oor npurauui Tede Tyk?!

— [Momy4aercs, — KUBHYJ TIEpC.

— HeBo3moxHo!

— Ilouemy ObI U HET, €CITU 3TO 3a4EM-TO EMy HYXHO.

— Komy?

— laun — Bamemy 60ry 100poi CyapOBbI.

— Tax To1 ero Bunen?! Kakoit on?

— Hackonbko s monsut, ais te0st [llan — Mo0/101 TEMHOKOXHUI TTapeHb ¢
OONBIIM PTOM U OOPOW COTHEH pasHBIX rpUMac, — a3apHO CTaJl ONHCHIBATH
Apcam.

l'annuban He y3Hal CBOETO MOPTPETA, NEPECIPOCUI CEPbEIHO:

— DT0 X Ha KOTO OH TMOJYYaeTCs MOX0XK?

— Jla Ha Tebsa! — mo cué3 cmesics Axemenua. — Bamr Illan moxox Ha
4yenoBeka, Ha Jro00ro u3 Hac. EmE HEMHOro W s OCBOIOCH C Bamlel
MHUDOIIOTHEH JTy4Ilie JIF0OOTO ETUTITSHUHA.

— 3pst BO3TOpAMICS, — OTYHTAN JApyra ['aHHuOan, — Tede eme o4eHb Jaleko
1o Jroboro erumnetckoro xkpena! [Mogymaenib, 3amomMuun napy umen! Tl naxe
MPEJCTaBUTh ceOe He MOXKEIIIb, CKOJILKO Y HaC Pa3HbIX 00XkecTB!

— 3aT0 HE KaXXIIbIH JKPeIl MOXKET II0XBACTATHCS TEM, UTO PETYISIPHO OOITaeT
C BallIUMU MHOTOYHCJIEHHBIMU AEMOHAMHU.

— IIpaBuibpHO CcKa3am, OHHM MPOCTO HE XBACTAIOTCS, HE CUUTAIOT HYKHBIM
Kpr4atb 00 3ToM. He Bce Takue XBacTyHBI M 3a7]aBaKH, KaK THI.

— Jla 51 TONBKO MpaBay TOBOPIO, — ONIPABABIBAIICS 30pOACTPHELL.

A Tannuban pacnansuics Bcé Oombime. K ero HemoapaxkaeMbIM rpuMmacam
J00aBWIIMCH TIOpa3UTeNbHBIC KecThl. OH Ope3rIMBO HalyBall TYObI, TOMaXHBa
KpYIIHOM IIATEpHEN CIIOBHO onaxajaoM. bpocai cioBa, kak 0CTpble KaMEIIKU:

— Yyskak! CBanuiicsi Ha MOIO TOJIOBY CO CBOMMH 3aMOPCKHMH IIPaBUJIAMHU.
PonctBennuk  mapeit, Buaure ym! OTKynma s 3HAIO, MOXET, 3TO BCE TbI
BBIAyMaJ, a moToM cam nosepui?! U tBepaumis, uto He Bpéub. [lcux! Tlcux n
3a3Haiika!

— Croii, croit! — cranm ocraHaBiauBaTh Jpyra Apcam. — Tak MBI OmsTh
roccopumcst!

— A uto em€ MHe ¢ ToOo# aenats?! Pad mapckoMy ChIHKY HE KOMITaHUSI.

— Bor ymuBuin, — yneiOHysncs AXeMeHHI, — celdyac yxKe He S, a Thl

omunbaenbest U caM cebe Bepuib. Thl YK TaBHO HE pad, a BOJLHBIN YETIOBEK, a
o...
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OH TOpHKO B3JIOXHYN, HE JOTOBOpWI. ['aHHMOanm 3ps ympekan ero B
W3IUIIHEN caMOyBepeHHOCTH. MpaMopHBIii capkodar 1 MeaHas Lenb CUILHO
nokojnebanu Bepy B cebsa ropaoro Axemenuaa. Ha camom jaene emy Helerko
JaBajiach poJb MPEXHEro Becenpdaka. M mepc ObLT pan, 4TO APYT STOTO HE
3aMedall, MPOU3HEC CEPhEHO:

— Celiuac TBOE IMONOXKEHUE KyJa JIydllle MOEro. A OOTH 3TO YCTPOWIH,
JEeMOHBI WX JIIOJH — KaKasi pa3HHIA.

— MoxeT, u Tak, — HEOXOTHO coryacuics ['anHnOan, — TOJIbKO Aajblie-TO

4yT10?

— IMonumm co MHOM B MeMmbuc! — mpeioxui Apcam.

— B Memdmuc...

TeMHOKOXUN TIyOOKO 3aJymalicsi, 3aMep HEMOJABIKHBIM, KaKk KaMeHHas
CTaTys.

— Hy, uto TbI okamenen? Pemmaiics, — Topornu Apyra Oermerl.

—3-3-3... KaK Xe€... 3TO BAPYT...

— Bapyr poawics Amec, BAPYT Tl epecTai ObITh paboM, MPHUIILIO BpeMs
[10JIL30BATHECS CBOEH CBOOOIOM.

— 5 xak-To He cobuparcs, — npoTsaHya [ aHHnOaI.

— Henp34 Bcerna cunets Ha o1HOM MecTe. BpenHo! — yOexnan AxeMeHu.
— MxowM nopacrenis!

— Mou poauTenu BCrO KHU3Hb IPOKUIH 31€Ch, — BO3PA3I KPECThsIHUH, — U
BCE JKHUBYIIUE B OKPYTe HUKOT'IA HE OBLIH B CTOJIUIIC.

— KTo-T0 %€ nomkeH ObITh IepBhIM!

— [Mouemy s1?!

— XoTs OBl IOTOMY, YTO ThI MOAPYKUICA CO MHOH. B TBoéM poxy MHOrue
JIPYKUIIM ¢ HAPCKUMU IUIEMSTHHUKaMu?

— Sl ke cHavana He 3HaJl, KTO ThI TaKOMH!

— 3aro Temeps 3Haemb. Mnpém, cromuma Erunra Hac okaér! -
BOOJYILIEBJIEHHO BOCKJIMKHYJI IIEPC.

— A Mou poautenn? — TEMHOKOXHH TOTOB ObLT CATHCS.

— Ter xe cam TOBOpWJ, YTO HE MOT YrOBOPUTHh OTLA HAHATH ABYX
pabOTHHUKOB, OCTAHETCS OIMH M CaM MONUMET, YTO ThI OBLI MPaB.

— Bcé-taku THI XuTpen, — paccMmesuics ['aHHHMOaN, — MpuIyMan, Kak BCeM
YTOAUTH!

— Huuero s e npuaymsbiBan! — ormaxHynca Apcam. — [Ipocto He xody B
OIMHOUYKY OponuTh 1o Bamreil crpane. K ToMy e s MOHATHS HE MMEIO, TIe
HaxoauTcss Memduc.

— Uro ke mosyyaeTcs, — paccylui U IOpaloBaliCsl KPECTbSIHUH, — 3HAYUT,
s TTIaBHBINA? S 3HAYO, TIe CTOJMIIA U KaK Tyaa J00paThesl.

— Xopoio, Oyab TIIaBHBIM, TOJIEKO coOupaiics B mopory. S 3Haro, ¢ 4ero
Ha4YHETCS Hall MyTh. MBI OTIpaBUMCS B MOJI Ha MOMCKH TBOETO OTILIA.

Tax Apy3bsl U MOCTYIIIH, TIEPBBIM JACTOM | aHHMOAT OTHPaBHIICS B XJICB,
YBEpEHHBIN, 4TO 3acTaHeT TaM MaTb. OHa BbILIA €My HaBCTPEdy, BBITHUpAs
PYKH CepbhIM KYyCKOM TKaHW. JIrOOUMBI CBIH Oonbllie Bcero Oosuics
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MaTEpPHHCKHUX CIIE3 M YIPEKOB, U, CIIOBHO yTa/laB €ro CTpaxu, 100pasi KeHIITMHA
MO3BOJIMJIA COPBAThCS C TYO TOJIBKO TSKENIOMY B3HOXY.

— 5] 3HaNa, 9TO THI HE YCHIUIIb JOMA, 3HAYUT, TaK ¥ OBITH JOJDKHO. TONBKO
Oy/Zb OCTOPOKEH B JIOpOTE.

lanHnGan cranm OyOHHTH 4YTO-TO HEyOeIUTENFHOE NPO CTONHILY, IIPO
(apaona, koHei u OonpmMe XpaMmbl. Math ciymana TeprenuBo. Ckazana
TOJIBKO:

— IToe3xail, nocmoTtpu. OTia He ciylnail, OH, KOHEYHO, CTAHET CIIOPUTb,
3ampelnaTh, Aa IOTOM caM MOMMET, 4To ObLI HE IpaB.

CbIHy OCTajOCh TOJIBKO IOKJIOHUTbCS MYAPOH JKEHIIMHE U OTIPaBUTHCS
yepe3 NOJsA Tyda, [IE €ro OTell YUCTWI 3acopuBLIyrocs KaHaBky. Ilepc
nomnéncs 3a HUM. Bckope OHM yBHaenn Tpy3Hyo TEMHYIO Qurypy
KpPECTbSIHMHA, CUJEBILEr0 NPsSMO Ha 3eMJIE, U YCTAJIO ONMPABIIETOCS Ha CBOIO
KOPOTKYIO MOTBITY

— Iogoxu 31ech, — OCTAHOBWII Jpyra OCTOPOKHBIN ETUNTSHUH, — HE XO4Yy
YTOO ThI CIBIIIAN, KAK OH CTAHET MEHS OTYUTHIBATb.

— Tax s % BCE paBHO He MOWMY HU cioBa!

— OT0 THI NOHMeIb, — B3ROXHY ["aHHHOa.

Apcam nocnymancs erunNTSHUHA U OCTAHOBUIICA, & €r0 TEMHOKOXUH Apyr
OTIACIINBO, KaK-TO OOYKOM IOJOIIEN K CBOeMY OTIy. UEpHBIi, CIOBHO yroib,
KPECThSIHUH, TSDKEJIO ONEPEBIIUCh HA MOTBITY, MOIHSUICA Ha HOTH; TMIaHT
OKas3aJiCsl Ha TOJIOBY BBIIIE CbIHA, FOPa3lo MIUpPE B IUIe4axX M BOOOIIE HAMHOTO
KpynHee. TOT ycnels TOJBKO Mapy CJIOB €My CKa3aTh, Kak IOJIy4UJ YBECUCTYIO
OILIEYXY.

— JleficTBUTENBHO, SI3bIK MOHSTHBINA, — YCMEXHYJICSI AXEMEHU.

BykBanmpHO Kaxkmasi mombsITKa ['aHHMOana MPOJOIDKUTE CBOM OOBSCHEHUS
3aKaHYMBalach NOA3aTbUILHUKOM. IloTOM ero poautens NOITr0 rOBOPUI cam,
COIPOBOXKJANl pedb YIPOXKAIOLUIMMU KECTaMH, €r0 ChIH KaXJblii pa3 OomaciauBo
&KWiIcs U BTSATHBAJN TOJOBY B IUiedd. Ho KoHer pasroBopa ObUT HEOXKHIaHHO
MUPHBIM. KpecTbsiHe OOHSINCH W POCTHIIHMCh. [ aHHMOA oomen Kk Apcamy.

— Hy uro, oTnpaBnsieMcst B cToauiy! — BOOAYIIEBIEHHO BOCKIMKHYII TEpC,
YIEP)KaBIIUCh OT KeJIaHHUsI HArPaJUTh SIPKUMHU MUTETAMU OTHOLIEHHS OTLA U
ChIHA.

— Kaxoit 161 ckopsiit! Cpa3y BHUIHO — HpPUBBIK, 4TO BCE 3a TeOs AENArOT
CIIyTH.

— A 9T0? — NCKpEeHHE He MOHSUT Ipyra AXeMeHHU]I.

— Taxk B Joiaruil myTe HE OTHPABISIOTCS, — MPHUHAJICS  pacCyXIaTb
I'anHnOan, — BOT 4YTO THI Oy/EIIb €CTh, ITOKa MBI He 1o0epéMmcs 1o Mempuca?

YecTtHplli ApcaM HE HAIIENCS, YTO OTBETHTh. EMy JEHCTBUTENHHO JaXke B
TOJIOBY HE IPUIIIO 03a00TUTHCS TAKUMH MEJIOYaMH.

— A BOT 1 IIPEKPACHO MPEJCTABII0, YTO HUKTO HE CTAaHET KOPMUTh HAC U
OUTh. BoIBIITy10 YacTh MyTH HaM Ja’ke KYIHUTH €5l OyIeT He y Koro!

— [Houemy?
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— Jla moTomy 4ro Oeriiomy paly HOMapxa CIEAyeT BECTH ceOsl THXO U
MOCTapaThCsl yOPaThCsl KAK MOMKHO JTANIBIIE OT MECT, TJE PO HETO U3BECTHO.

— Tol npaB, — B3JOXHYJI IUIEHHUK Xepuxopa.

— M5l ¢ ToOO# CIUITKOM 3aMeTHas mapouka: 6enblid 1 y€pHblid. [loMHUIIB, 5
pacckasbiBall Tebe, 4TO BeauKuil Pa pa3aenui monel Ha YeThipe pachl. ToabKo
KpacHble EruITSHEe Ha3bIBAIOTCS JIIOIbMHU, O€lble — TEreHHy, eme Kyaa Hu
IO, @ YSPHBIC — HEXCY, U BOBCE HU3IIIasi YeTBEepTasl paca.

— A KkrOo Xe Torga  TpeTbu? — JIETKOMBICIEHHO CIPOCHJI TIepc, He
MIPOHUKIINUCH CEPhE3HBIM TPAru3MOM TEMHOKOXKETO.

— Tpetbu xEnteie — amy.

— Bugen s Takux ToproBueB u3 Muamn. Bce manenpkoro pocrta, ¢
KOPOTKMMH pydKaMH U HO)KKaMu. Heyxxenu Takux MHOTO?

— S cipimat, 4To rae-To Ha ceBepe KUBYT COBCEM JIPYTHE JFOH, eié Oernee
TEOsI.

— MHe nex pacckasbiBall 0 Takux. ['OBOpHII, YTO OHHM TOpa3/o BbIlIE HAC, U
rJ1a3a y HHUX Takoro IBeTa, Kak He0O YTpOM, a BOJIOCHI — 30JIOTBIE, Kak
MIIEHUYHOE TI0JIC.

— Cxkasku 310 Bc€! — oTpesan erunTsHuH. — [lonumu myynie 3a enoil, MaTb
HaBEpHsIKa yxe cobpana.

Hpy3es BepHynuch K JoMy ['‘aHHWOanma, €ro mMorpycTHeBmIas, HO
YAWBUTENBHO CIOKOMHash MaTh MNPOTAHYJA CBIHY Y3€JOK C MIIEHUYHBIMU
JICTICIIIKAMHU.

— 51 em¢ oTBapuiIa W IMOJIOKHKIIA BaM T'yCHHBIX siull. KoHewHO, OHU Jryudlie
ChIpbIE, J1a KaK UX COXPaHMUIIb B gopore?! — ckazajia oHa.

—3a4eM... HE CTOMJIO. .. MBI OBl M TaK... — MSAMJIAJI PACTPOTaHHBIH CHIH.

— TBI geHer B3s11 1OCTATOYHO?

— B3s1, B3s11, HE OeCITOKOMCS.

— MHe 3a Te6s Tak 00s13H0, MeM¢uc Tak naneko... kak Tam euié oyaer?

— Jla magno, MaMm, He Oecrniokoiics, Bc€ oboiaercs. S Tenepb OoraThlid, 1a U
He oauH. BnBoéM Kkyma mpome, — yTeman SKCHIIWHY MOJOJON
MyTEIIECTBEHHUK.

ApcaMm ¢ TyKOM uepe3 IJIeYO CTOsUI B CTOPOHE, HEBOJIBHO BCIIOMHMHANI O
JIOMe, O MaTepH, KOTOPOW HAaBEpHSKA YXKe CKa3alld, YTO OH YTOHYJ BMECTE CO
BceMH. PonHble Hudero o HEM He 3HaT. He crpamuo. Bot nmpuner apmus
Kamb6uza... To-T0 OyneT pagoctd B ero cembe. Ho... CKONBKO €€3 MPONIBIOT
JIPyTHE MaTepH. ...

Topuerii Axemenun cam ot ce0si He OXKuaaid Takux Mbiciei. Kakoe neno
3aBOeBaTeNl0 10 TNepexuBaHUW Uyxux wmarepeii? Ho »3To cTpaHHOe
MpuKiIoYeHne Ha Erumerckoi 3emiie 4To-TO HaBceraa M3MEHWIo B HEM. Jlis
Apcama OTKpBUICS OTPOMHBINA CIOXHBIH MHp. [lepc dyBcTBOBAJ, 4TO OOJNBIIIE
HUKOTJa [T HEro JKU3Hb HE CTAHeT MPEeXKHeH — MPoCTol 1 0e3yMHOM.
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I'naBa BocemHaguaras

IIOBEI' OT HOMAPXA

— Wnu s omsTh 4TO-TO MyTaro, WK MBI YXOAWUM BCE NANbIIEe OT PeKu? —
3abecniokomics Apcam.

— Thl HEmIOXO CTal OPHUEHTHPOBATHCS B HANIMX MECTAX, — OTKIUKHYIICS
el Bepeau ['ananban. — Tonpko BCE paBHO HMYETO HE MOHUMACIHIb. S
ke TeOe 0OBSCHSI, YTO CHavYalla HaM Hallo yOpaThCsl MOAAIBIIE OT BJIAJCHUS
HoMapxa. Utob Tebs1, Jypaka, He CXBaTHIIM U HE BEpHYJIH OOpaTHO.

— DTO s MPEKPacHO TIOMHIO, TOJILKO Pa3Be Mo peke He ObUIo ObI OBICTpEi?

— BoT nMmenHO, ecii MBI 371ech CyHEMCS K peKe, TBOE BO3palIeHUE Ha IIeIhb
OyneT o4eHb CKOpBIM. KaxIpIii JTOMOYHIK OTJIMYHO 3HAET, YTO BCE IIPHUCTAHU B
OKpyre npHuHaJIekaT Xepuxopy. A Tbl Bc€ emé ero coOcTBeHHOCTh. Bee
OTIOBEUICHHI ¥ CTAaHYT IOMOTATh HE HaM, a XO35UHY.

— CxonbKo enié HaM TOTaTh MemKoM? — BO3MYIIEHHO CIPOCHII TIepc.

— Boroch, Bech JeHb NpUAETCA MPOBECTM Ha HOrax. 3eMeib y HoMapxa
MHOTO.

— He npencrapiisito, Kak BBl MOKETE O0XOIUTHCS 0€3 JIOIMaCH.

— 3aTO MBI HE Pa3y4MIINCh XOJHUTh, — MapupoBai [ aHHUOA.

— U Bcé-rakm BaMm CleOBaNi0 YTO-HUOYIb MPHAYMATh, OCEMJIATh 3THX
Balux OEreMOTOB YTO JIM, — Oyp4Yas HeJJOBOJIBHBIH ApcaM.

— Jlyamie xupados.

— XupadoB He Tporaif, — ¢ HEKOTOPBIX TOp AXEMEHHU]I OIIYIIAl CTPAHHOE
POACTBO C 3TUMH KUBOTHBIMH.

— KoHeuHo, O5rke BCeTro K KOHSIM 3¢0pbl, HO 00BE3IUTh ITHUX JIONIAJIOK HE
yIaj0ch gaxe ooram.

— Torna ObI 32aBO3HUIN KOHEH U3 IPYTUX CTPaH.

— @apaoHbl Tak W JAENAIOT, HO 3TO CIWIIKOM aoporo. Jla u MpoKOpMHUTH
Oomblne cTafa JIOMae HaM HeYeM.

— Jlomaay He KOPOBBL, Y HUX HE CTaja, a TAOYHBI, — aBTOPUTETHO ITOTIPABILT
Ipyra mepc.

Tak, Oonras, OHM YXOAWJIM BCE Aajbllle W JAJIbIIE OT 3JIOTOJIYYHOTO
MOMECThsl HOMapxa Xepuxopa. MuHMO OIHOOOpPA3HO TIHYJIUCH TOJIA,
MOJeNEHHbIE KaHABKAMU CIIO)KHOH OPOCHTENBHONW CHCTEMBI Ha POBHBIC
CKy4HbIe KBagpaThl. Korna ux cMeHWIN psabl PUHUKOBBIX MaTbM, AXEMEHH
3asBUJI BAPYT:

— Bcé, npuBan. CKOIbKO MOKHO TOTIATh M TONATh.

— Ts1 9TO ycTan?! — mopa3uics erurTSHUH.

— Her, mue Hanoeno. Cky4Ho!

— A Kak ThI coOupa’icsi pa3BleKaThCsl B Jopore?

— He 3naro. Bcé paBHO, — oTMaxHyIicst ApcaM, — s IpeJCTaBIsuI cede mobder
COBCEM HHaue.

— Xouemb BecéneHbkoil moronu?! — paccepauncsa I'anauban. — Mnu myde,
9100 cpa3y noraanu?! IloOwmu kak cienyet?!

— Hert, HO... TOCKJIMBOE MIOJy4aeTcs 3aHATHE. .. OYATO MOTBHITON MalleM...
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— Cam He 3HaenIb, yero xouems! Eciu OyaeT cIMIIKoM Becesio, Mbl BpsiJl U
o ctonuubl gobepémcs. JlanHno, maBail 4To M, AN pazHOOOpasus Jenemek
HOXKYEM.

Jpy3bsi yCTpOMNHCh HAa PEAKON 4axJIOM TpaBKE BO3JIE OJIHOM W3 MAajbM.
KpectbsiHuH pa3Bsa3an y3enok, AOCTal MaTepuHCKHe 3amachl. llepc 3ampan
TOJIOBY BBEPX, Pa3IJIsAAbIBAI COJHEUYHBIC JIyYd, 30JIOTUBLIME OCTpBIE Kpas
JIMCTHEB.

— U kak coOuparoT GUHUKHU C TAKOH BEPXOTYpPHI?

— Jlazdr, kak 00e3bsHEL. 1 HUKOTIa He poOOoBa, HYX bl HE OBLTO. XBaTHT
3a/1aBaTh Jlypalkue Borpockl. Emb ObicTpee, na nokaéM nanbiie!

Apcam eBaJl CyXyIo NIICHUIHYIO JICTICIIKY U BCE HE YHUMAJICS:

— A mo4eMy BbI HE UCIIOJIb3yeTe BepOII010B?

Eruntsanus gake MOMEPXHYIICS, BBITYIHI I71a3a:

— Bep0O:1ro10B, 94TO0 N1a3UTH 1O IepeBbsiM? !

— Jla Her xe, s OISITh PO TO, YTO BBI IPy3HI Ha ceOe TackaeTe. Bosmm Ob
BcE Ha BepOIIOIaX ¥ CaMU OBl €3]THITH.

— Hoporo.

— Bo Bcém erumeTckoM fA3bIKE 3TO TBOE JIIOOMMOE CIIOBO, — paccMesuics
nepc, — Thl @K€ HE CUMUTACllb HYXHBIM MEPEBOAUTH €ro Ha KakoW-HUOYIb
JIPYTOH S3BIK.

I'annunOan HaxMypuics, cBea OpOBU B OIHY JIMHUIO, cOOpant 100 B CKIIaIKU.
AXeMeHU]] TPOJOIKal BECEIUTHCS:

— TebGe obs3aTenbHO HyX)HO pasdorareth! JKyTko pazboraTeTh, CKa3z04HO,
4100, HAKOHEILI, 3a0BITH 3TO CIIOBO!

— Tuxo! — oaépHyn noToMKa Lapeil erunTsIHuH.

ApcaM pogoIKaiI TPOMKO CMESITHCSI.

— Tuxo Te1! 3a0bU1, 4TO TEOS UOTYT!

Bozne camoro nuua Apcama IpoTHBHO CBHCTHYJa cTpeia. Ha wusnere ona
BOTKHYJIACh B CTBOJI TAIIEMBI HETUTyOOKO H ITOJT CBOMM BECOM yIajia Ha 3eMIIIO.
AXeMeHHIy MMOHAZOOMIOCh OAHO MTHOBEHHE, YTOO BBIXBATHTH JYK, IMOTHSTDH
YHaBIIYIO CTPeNy U HATAHYTH TeTUBY. CO CTPaIIHON CKOPOCTHIO CMEPTOHOCHOE
OpyAHEe YMYAIOCh OOPAaTHO K TOMY, KTO €r0 MOCHaI. YK€ YCIBIIIaB H3JaIeKa
TIO/IABJICHHBIN CTOH, ApcaMm CIpOCHII BAPYT:

— Tol BUzen, kto crpensii?

— 4 ycmen 3aMeTHTh TOJIBKO JBUKEHUE — TaM, 3a JepeBbsiMU. Jla MpUTrHUCH
Thl! — KpuKHYA ["aHHEMOAN ApyTY.

OH caM moBanwiIcs Ha 3eMITIO M IEPHYIT Tepca 3a pyKy — Kak pa3 BOBpEMs:
rpaj cTped, MPOJeTeB Hal X TOJIOBaMH, MOCHINAJCS Ha 36MIII0 B HECKOJIBKUX
miaros ot OerinerioB. He pasrubasich, ApcaM MPOTSHYJ PYKY M IIOA00pa cpaszy
HECKOJIBKO U3 HUX.

— Crpensii, cTpensii )xe! — TOPOITUII TEMHOKOXKHH.

Iepc mpuBcTan Ha OJHO KOJIEHO, YTOOBI HATSIHYTH JIYK, JIOBKO YBEPHYJICS OT
HAIPaBJICHHBIX B HETO CMEPTOHOCHBIX JKaJl M BEPHYJ HAIAIaBIINM UX CTPEIBL.
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OH ycmen 3aMEeTUTh JABYX WM TPEX ETHUITSH, CTapaBIINXCSA YKPBITHCS 3a
JEPEBbAMU.

— S ux Buaen, — cooOmmi AXeMEHUI Ipyry, — KX OYeHb Majio, OJI0JETh
TaKuX — pa3 IUTIOHYTh!

— XBaTWUT XBaCTaTh, — TPOMKHM MIEOTOM pyraucs [‘aHHWOam, — rydine
najaii Ha 3eMJTIO, ITOKa eIié )KUB!

OH TsHyT AXEMEeHHIa BHU3, HO TOT BEIPBAJ PYKY, BO3MYTHIICS:

— He npuBbIk st ipstatbest! He ctany mon3aTh Kak 4epBb!

K yxacy 'anauOana, nepc BCKOYMJI HA HOTH, OpoCcHIICS O€XaTh HaBCTPEUy
HamagaBmM. OH TETIsUl, Oormdai CTBOJBI IajdbM, CTPEIBl CO CBHCTOM
IPOHOCWINCH MHMO HEro, Hajald TOA HOTH, BTHIKAIACH B  3EMIIIO.
TeMHOKOXHI OOsUICS TaXke MOUICBEIUTHCS; ApcaM HOMHSUT JIYK, TPUIYPHIICS,
[oCiIaj CTpelly K METHUBIIEMY B HETO CTHUNTSHHHY, KOTOPHI HAaIlpacHO
CTapajcsl CHOpSATAThCS 3a CTBOJIOM MHaimbMbl. CTpena TIyOOKO BOTKHYJach B
JIepeBO, Jpokana y caMmoro ero Hoca. OXOTHHKM U J100bIYa MOMEHSUTUCDH
Mectamu. He oxumaBime oTmopa, eruntsHe OpOCHINCh B pacchimHylo. Jla tak
IIYCTPO, YTO BCKOPE 3aTEPSUTUCH 3a psgaMu maibM. Tonbpko Torga [anHmOanm
OCMEJIMJICS JOTHATh CBOETO JPYyra, MO MyTH OH MPEAYCMOTPUTEIBHO COOHpa
BCE YIIaBIINE CTPEIIHI.

— CMoTpH cKONBKO! — IOpaioBasICs OH.

— JKanp, koTyaHa y HaC HET, — TOCETOBAI IepC.

— A 5 UX CBSKY BEpEBOUKOIA.

— VY 1e0s 1 Bep€Bouka Halnerca? — paccMmesuics AxemeHun. — Jlo yero xe
ThI 3aM1aCIMUBbIi!

Jpy3bs CTOSUIM B JUTMHHOHW ajuiee (PUHHUKOBBIX MasbM. OHH 4yBCTBOBAIH
ce0s nodenurensaMu Ha 1oiie 00s1. ['aHHnOan NeI0BUTO OIISAIENCS.

— CMoTpH, Cyzs 1o ciefaM, OHH HAcC 3/1€Ch JONTO KA, CUACIH, JIOMAIN
¢uaEKH. BOKPYT TOJHO KOCTOYEK.

— MHe ropa3io MHTEepEeCHEH He TO, YTO OHM JIeJalld, a 4To OyAyT Jenarh
Jlajibliie, — XMypo 3aMeTuiI Apcam.

— Hy, xak pa3 3To onpenenuTs He TPYIHO, — YBEPESHHO 3asIBIII CTHITTSHHH, —
TBI YTKO UX Hamyrai. PHckoBaTh OHU HE CTaHyT, K 4emy. MX mocnana matb
HOMapxa, HHYEero He OOBSICHMIA, HArpaj HE IMooOemIana, YIHpaThcsi OHH He
CTaHyT.

— A TBI-TO OTKYJ1a 3HAEHIb?

— Crapyxa Bcerza Tak [eNIaeT, BOT €€ NMPHUKa3bl W HCHONHSIIOT KOe-KaK U
BpYT €l TOTOM, KTO BO YTO TOpas.

— Xoten OBl S 3HATH, YTO CKAXKYT ITH XpaOpeEIbL.

— Herpyano moragatecsi: HaILIETYT ¢ TPHU KOPOOA MPO TO, KaK U3PEIICTIIN
TeOs cTpelaMy U He YIIUTH JI0 TeX Top, TToKa He YOeIMIIHCh, 4TO Oerell MEPTB.

— OmnyHo, ecnu BCE Tak W OyHOeT, KaKk Thl TOBOPHINb, HAM M KEJATh
Oopilie HEYero, — yNbIOHYJCS Apcam, — OyAeM HaIesAThCS, YTO Thl BEPHO
yraganx Bc€, 49To B Ommkaifmmee Bpemsi OygeT NPOHCXOOWTH B ITIOMECTHE
Xepuxopa.
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Bernens! codpanuch Mpog0HKUTE CBOH IMyTh, HO TIEPC BAPYT CHOXBATHIICS:

— Croii! Yto 6bu10 y TEOs B pyKax?

— V3enok! Enal

["apHMOan BCIJIECHYI PYKaMH U MPUITYCTHI OOpaTHO K MECTY CTOSIHKH, TIe
103a0bLT BCE, 4TO cobpana eMy MaTh. AXEMEHHU CMOTPEJ My BCIIe, Ha JIUIIO
€ro TEeHbIO OMyCTHJach TpycTh. Jyma BmoOAEHHOTO pBajach BCien 3a
CIlyTaMH HOMapxa, eMy O0€CKOHEYHO XOTEJIOCh XOTh OJHHUM IJIa3KOM B3TJISIHYTh
Ha TPEeKpacHyr0 AHaXuT, 4YTOO TOJBKO MOJCMOTPETh, PACCTPOUT JH €€
U3BECTUE O cMepTH uyxkesemia. CioBa apyra O J>KEHCKHUX CTPaHHOCTSIX
3apoaiaN B HEM COMHEHHS: MOXET, U HE CTOHMJIO TaK OIPOMETUYHBO OeKaTb
IpOYb OT XKE€HBI HOMapxa. Emé HeMHOTO — U mepc TOOPOBOJIIEHO OTIIPABUIICS
Obl Hazax mon BIAcTh BpemHOM crapyxu. K cuacTeio, kK HeMy momOexan
cusromuii ['aganoan:

— Hy, Tb1 uero Takoi MpauHblii? — BOCKJIMKHYJ OH, TOJKHYB ApPyTa B IJIEYO.
— Cromnaii rycuHoe si1o u 3a0y1b Ipo BCE MII0XOE.

— 1 Tebs He y3HAlO, KyJa JAeBajiach TBOS OObIYHAS MPAYHOCTH? — YAUBHJICS
AxeMeHuI.

— A oTKyza oHa B3si1ach y Te0s1?! — mapupoBasl ETUNTAHUH. — Bpoch, )KU3Hb
HaJllaXXUBaeTcsa. BOT BbliiieM U3 3TOH poly, U MOXKHO OyJeT MOBOpaYMBaTh K
peKe; ToKAEMCsT KaKOoH-HUOYIb TOAXOSIIECH Jaasl U CaMH HE 3aMETHM, Kak
yxe Oynem B Mempuce.

— Jla, Ha caMOM Jiesie BCE XOpOIIO, TOIBKO. ..

— A-a-a, Kaxercs, s MOHsUI, — XUTPO courypuics ['anauOan, — BcE u3-3a
napsl KPACUBBIX IUI1a3 ¢ JUIMHHBIMU pecHunaMu. bpocs! YV He€ Benb ecTh MyK.

— 51 noMHI0, — IpopbIYaT AXEMEHUI.

— Jlyume He OymeM 00 3TOM, — OCTOPOXHO CKa3all TEMHOKOXXHH, — KTO
3HAET, YTO KAET HAC JaJIbIe?

— I'maBHOe, 4T06 Xepuxop noObicTpeit moMep, — MpayHo 3asBUII IIEpC.

bnaropasymnsrii ["aHHHOAN pemvT pa3roBop He MPOJA0JDKATh, TYTO 3aBsi3all
y3€J0K M TOCHENIM IBHHYTHCS MyTh. OH maram Bmepén 00Apo W Becelo,
MoyTH OeXkajl, TaKk YTO €ro XMYypoMy JApYyry TPHUIUIOCH €ro JOTOHSTb.
HesameTHo m10xo0e HacTpoeHue caMo MOKUHYyJI0 Apcama. OH CHOBa ObLI FOTOB
BECEJO0 IIOArOHATh | anHubana.

— Kyna onsare npoman Bam Benukuil Hun? Tsl yBepeH, 4TO MBI He
3201y AUITUCH?

— OT0 THI MacTep OIXyIUTH HAa POBHOM MECTE, — (BIPKHYJI CTHUIITSHHH.

— Eciu Obl B 16710 HE BMEIIAINCH Bally OOTH. ..

— Hamén Ha xoro Bc€ CBaNNTh, — CMESIICS TEMHOKOXKHM, — 4yTh 4TO, Cpa3y
HaIlm OOTH BUHOBATEI.

— ThI )K€ caM BHIET 3TOTO PDKET0, — HAITOMHUI AXEMEHU.

— Bugzen, Bugen.... [la u nyka cHayana He ObLIO... CMOTPH, BOT YK€ PEKy
BuAHO. Ha camom nenie MBI OBIITH COBCEM HENANEKO.
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Co croponsl Huma nameren Berepok, mpuHEC mpoxiamy. bnmzocts pekn
npujana OeryieriaM HoBble CHIIb. OHH OYeHb OBICTPO J00paTuch 10 Oepera.
Tam Apcam 03a1a4€HHO OCTAHOBUJICS.

— Cro/1a JTIOJIKM HE TIPHCTaBAJIH yXKe JIET CTO.

— He npeyBenuuuBaii. Koneuno, 31ech HET HOBOM NPUCTaHU U MOCTa, HO
TOJIBKO MOTOMY, YTO CIOJIa HE MPHUCTAIOT OOJbIIME JaJbl C TPY30M. A HaMm C
T000# OOJIBIIIOE CYTHO HE HYKHO.

— DTO TOYHO, — paccMesicsl TIepc, — Mbl BOBCE HE MOXOXKM Ha KaMHH JJIst
rpobHuIEL. Ho 31ech Geper CaumKoM MOJIOTHIA Jaxe 11 HeOOIIBIIOH JIOIKH.

— IIpunercs 3aMOYNTh TBOM IAPCKHUE HOTH, — Becenuics ['anaubai.

Mecto u BHpsiMb OBUIO HE IOXOXE Ha Ty HPUCTaHb, TAE PasTPYKAINCh
JaJbd CO CTPOUTENBHBIM MaTepuajoM s ropona MEPTBbIX. OT 3en€HbIX
METEJIOK Manupyca Oblla pacuuIeHa TOJbKO HeOombas miomaaka. Korga-to
POBHO YTONTaHHAs [ECSTKaMH HOT, Teleph OHa IOpOCIa COYHO-3eNEHOM
TpaBoO, KOTOPYIO HETOPOIUIMBO KeBajla KOPOBa, yAUBUTEIBHO MMOX0XKasd Ha Ty,
3a KOTOpoU roHsuics ['anHuGat.

— Tax aT0 macrowuie, a He MPUCTAHb, — BOCKIIMKHYI HEpC.

— Her, 310 mpucraHb, — YHOpsIMO MOBTOPWJI ETUNTSHUH W TNPUHSICS
MIPOTOHATH POraToe KUBOTHOE.

KopoBa mpe3putrensHO WTHOpHpOBajia BCE €r0 CTapaHHs W IPOAOIDKaia
CBOIO HETOPOILJIUBYIO TpaIiesy.

— Xopomio y TeOs MoIy9daeTcsl yIpaBisITh POraThiM CKOTOM, — YCMEXHYIICS
AxeMeHuI.

— Tepnets ux He Mory! — OTpBI3HYJICS KpecThsiHUH. — CaM MonpoOyH.

To, uro Apcam pa3mMaxuBall pykaMu U IIIENaN KOpOBY Mo O0Kkam, ObLJIO Tak
ke Oecnione3Ho. Ho oH He paccTpowsics, OpaBo 3asBHI:

— A 4em ona Ham memaet?! Ilyckaii cebe Ky€T, a MBI TIPOCTO MOAOKIEM
MOJIX OISO JIa/IbIO.

— VYBepeH, *kaaTh npuaETCs HETOITO!

l'ananOan okasajncs He MpaB, BpeMs [UIO, peKa MEIEHHO HECla CBOU
riyOoKue BOABI MUMO O€rieroB, OHH BCMAaTPUBAINCh BJAalb, HO HU OJHOM
Jake TUIOXOHBKOW IMOCYIMHBI HE TOSBISUIOCH HU C OJHOW, HU C APYroi
CTOpPOHEL.

— IlepBblit pa3 Takoe BUXKY, — TEpsUl TEPIIEHHWE ErHNTIHUH. — UTO XK, BCE
pa3oM BbMepiu?!

— V penkux coObITHI OBIBAtOT OOJBINNE MPUYHUHBI, — BCIYX Pa3MBIIUISIT
AXeMeHHI, — Jell YIWI MEHS BCEeTha CTapaThCs MOHATh NMPHYMHY TOTO, YTO
MIPOUCXOJIUT.

— Moxer e TBOW Jiel ObITh He TIpaB?!

— Bpsn nmu. ..

— OTKyna eMy 3HaTh PO HALIY PEKY.

— Cam TOBOpHINIB, MPOUCXOAUT UYTO-TO cTpaHHOoe. Kyma morim neBathcs
cpasy Bce naapu? Tak ObIBaeT, HABEPHOE, TOJIHKO M3-32 BOHHBI.

— Win u3-3a OONBIIMX MPa3aHUKOB, — IPEANOI0KUI TEMHOKOXKHIMA.
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— Kakwue emé mpazgauku?

— Jler nath Ha3ag y Hac cMeHWICs (apaoH; KOrJa XOPOHWIM AMacuca, Io
BCEHl CTpaHe HUKTO HUYETO He Nena. Bee TOMmKHBL OBLTH CKOPOETS.

— U 4o, Bce ckopOenn? — He MOBEpUI MOTOMOK LIapeu.

— UYecTHO roBOps, Bce ObUIM pajbl HUYEro He JenaTb. A B CTOJNHLE
MOXOPOHBI TMPOBOAMJIM TaK TOPKECTBEHHO, YTO BCE, KTO MOT, COOpanuch
nornmazetb. A Tenepb [lcamerux |, HOBBIN (apaoH, 3amyman mpa3mHOBATH
MATUIIETHE CBOETO MPaBIICHUS.

— U cKOJIBKO MOTYT IPOAOJIKATBCA ITH TOPXKECTBA?

— He 3Hato, kak Oyzaer yromHo HOBoMY (apaoHy. A Thl yXKe pa3meuTalcs,
YTO MPUIIEN TBOW HeHarsaaHbIH KamOus. YBepen, o0 3ToM Mbl Obl 3HAIH
TOYHO.

— Koneuno, — B3goxHyn nepc.

OH BHOBB IOMpayHENI M CaM HE 3HaJ: OTTOTO JIM, YTO NEPCHl HUKAK He
3axBaTAT Erumner, To JId OTTOrO, 4TO UX MPHUXO] HEU30EXKEH.

Berneniam nonro mpumnuiock cunmeTp Ha Oepery. Ha zemum Erunra yke
CIYCTWJICS CyMpaK, OCOOCHHO IUIOTHBIA Haj MOBEPXHOCTBIO BOXBL Jlpy3bs
yCTajJl BCMAaTPUBAThCSA BAaJb B OXHUIAHUM TOMYTHOW mnaapu. OHU yxke
COOpaINCh pacrioNiaraThbCs Ha HOWIET, KOrJa K MEPHOMY YaBKAHBIO TaK U HE
yOpaBIIMIACS HUKYJa KOPOBHI MPHOABHIICS HOBBIH 3BYK.

— IToxoe, 3TO MIIeCK BOJBI, — HACTOPOXKUIICS IEPC.

— Heyxenu KTO-TO pemmics ibITh HOYBI0, — He ToBepwt ["anHuban, — tak
OOBIYHO HE MOCTYMaroT. ErunTsaHe Bceraa oTchIaroTcst Ha Oepery.

— Ho »3T0 TOYHO mjieck OT Becel.

ITo MacneHO-4€pHON IIaau HOYHOM pEKHU, APKO OCBELIEHHAS YETBIPbMs
OpamKEeBBIMH (paKeJIaMH, TOPKECTBEHHO ABHTajach OOJbIIast HapsIIHAS JIAAbs.
['pedrrpl Haneramy Ha Becna, ¢ 60pTa CIBIIIaIack TPOMKasi TOpTaHHAS PEUb.

— OHu Toke uAyT BBepx mo Huiry, — 00pamoBancst TeMHOKOKHIA.

— TonpKo Mampst yXK CIMIIKOM KpacwBas M Joporas. Bpsm mu Hac BO3bMyT
Ha TaKylo, — 3aMeThi Apcam, — CMOTPH, HAa HEH YCTaHOBIIEH CIEI[HATbHBIN
HaBec JJIs1 BAXKHOTO XO3s5IMHa.

— HeGocb ThI cam mjiaBall O TaKHUM.

—V (puHUKHHTIEB TaJBH COBCEM JIPYTHE.

— He gymaro, 94T0 y HHMX MHOTO OTIMYMHA OT HammX. TOJIBKO OBl He
MPOILIBUTA MUMO.

["arHmnOain cranm Kpuyarh, HOANPHITHBATH, MaXaTh PyKaMH, CTapasiCh, YTOOBI
ero 3aMeTwid. Bckope c mampm eMmy CTamM OTBEYaTh, M, KOTAA JIOIKA
MOpaBHsIACh ¢ Oeraenamu, ¢ He€ OpociIn OONBINON KaMEHHBIA sSKOpb. Jlaabs
3aMepia TMOCPEeON PEeKH, MPSIMO HAMPOTHUB IOJOTOro Oepekka, Ha KOTOPOM
YCTPOMIUCH ETHITSHUH C MepcoM. ['aHHMOAN MPUHSIICS YTO-TO OOBSICHATH HA
MECTHOM SI3bIKE, AXEMEHH]] TOHUMAN He BCE, M IPYT PEUIM OOBSICHUTH eMy
rmoapoOHee.

— Jlamgpst uper BBepx mo Humy mo Memduca, BaXHBI CaHOBHHUK XOYET
MIOCETUTh Mpa3HOBaHUe maTuiaeTus kopoHauuu Ilcameruxa Ill. Camo coboii,
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Macca)kXupoB OHU HE OepyT, HO Ha JaJabe HE XBAaTaeT Mapbl rPeOOB; XO3SMH
COTJIACEH B3ATh HAC 10 CAMOI CTONUIIBI, HAM YAMBUTEIBHO TOBE3IIO.

— Uynmnas crtpana, — OypkHyn Apcam, — HaBEpHOE, TOJBKO 37eCh
BO3MOKHOCTb IIOBKaJIbIBATh Ha3bIBAlOT BE3EHBEM.

— Ecnu TBI mpOTHB, MOXeEIIb OCTaBAaThCSA 3l1€Ch WIM HITH B Memdbuc
nemrkoM! — paccepawics ['anHuGan. — A s HOTUTBIBY Ha JIaJibe.

Bernenmam mpunutock 3aiiTh B peKy HO MOsC, YTOOBI J00pathecs [0
OCBEIIEHHOTO CyAHa. [peOusl moMornm wM mepedparbcs depe3 OOpT H
okazatbcsi Ha manmyOe. TONCTBIA ErMNOTSHUH C JJIMHHBIM TOAOOPOIAKOM B
TSKENBIX, MOKPBITHIX M030JI0TOM OAEkKAax cpa3y TKHYJ NalbLiEM B CTOPOHY
KOPMBI.

— BoH Te mocnenHue mycTyromue Becla KAYT Hac, — PaJOCTHO IMOSICHUI
JIPYTy TEMHOKOXKHH.

Jpy3bsi OXOTHO B3SUTKCH 3a JIEJI0. ApcaM Mopasuiics, YTO Ha OOJIBIION JIajIhe
STUNTSHE TOXKE TpedlU CTOs, TaK ke, KaKk B MaJICHbKOH JIOJJOYKE, JUIIOM K
HOCY JIaibh, a HE CHIi K HeMmy chnuHoi. OueHb IJIMHHOE BecJo He ObLIo
CIIMIIIKOM TSDKEJIBIM, U AXEMEHU I KPYTHJ TOJOBOW, ocMaTpuBasch. Ha y3koit
Jampe BMECTE ¢ HOBHYKAMHU OBLIO BoceMb IpebIoB. [1o deTsipe ¢ Kaxmoro
0opTa, KXl HaJjleran Ha CBOE BECIIO, HAKJIOHSSCH BIEPE, U, OTKUHYBIIHCH
Hazal, MOJHUMANHM €ro Haj Bogol. Ha kopme BO3BBIINAICS IJOPOAHBIN H
BaXKHBII PYJIEBOM, a HA HOCY — TONTAJICS Majb4MIIKa BIepEncMOoTpsaIuil. Bes
KOMaH/la PeYyHOro CyJHa COCTOsIa U3 TEMHBIX, KaK HOYb, HyOuiileB. Kak ObU10
3aBeneHo B Erumte, 3a ux paboTol clieui Ty9HbIH HaacMOTpIIMK. OH COKUMA
B pyKe JUIMHHBIA OMY, HO HUKOIZA HE IyCKaJl ero B Xoia. B camom meHTpe
JaJbd BO3BBILIANCA HEOOJIBIION HaBeC, KPBITBIA MECTPHIMU BOJIOBBUMHU
HIKypaMH. Ilon HaBecoM cKphIBajach Yy3Kas JIe)KaHKa, 3aBajJcHHas
NOJyIIKaMH, IOKpBITas IIKypaMy JIEONApJOB, U PE3HOM CTOJIMK YEPHOIO
JlepeBa, YKpalleHHbIN 030J10TOM.

— Jla, X0351H 3TOW MOCYIWHBI HE JIFOOUT NMPUHUMATH TOCTEH, — OTMETHII
nepc, — oJ] HAaBECOM He HaiinéTcs paxe Tadypera.

HerocrenpuumHbBIi TONCTSK, KaK TOJBKO JIaJbsi CHOBA CTajla JBUTAThCA,
noBanuwiicad Ha cBo€ joxe. OH ApIIAN Tak TSHKENO, CJIOBHO caM Tpéd BceMu
BOCBMbIO BECTIAMH.

— Ycran, 6egHsra, — HOAMUTHYI Ipyry Apcam.

lNananGany mocranock Becno y apyroro 6opra. OH cocpeoToueHHO Tpéo,
CJIOBHO TBOPWJI CBALIEHHOE JIEMCTBO, HE IOBEPHYJI Aa)KE TOJIOBBI K IIEPCY.

— Kpectbsaun Hamén cBoé mecto, — moTemancsi AXeMeHU/ I, — *Kajlb, MHE
€ro He MOHATH, 110 IIBETY HE TIOJX0XKY.

OH mpoIoJDKal pacCMaTPUBATE SIPKO OCBEIIEHHOE (paKeIaMH CyTHO, KOTaa
PpyJeBoii 3a0paj BO BCE ropiio:

— IIpaBslii 60pT, CymIM Beca, JIeBbIi, HAaBAIUCH!

Hecmortpst Ha ero kyTkoe HyOHICKOe TPOM3HOIICHHE, ApcaM Joralajics o
CMBICIIE KOMaH/BI U MIPOCTO CAENall, KaK OCTaTbHBIC TPeOIIbl, CTOSBIINE TIEpe.]
HuM. JInuHHBIE BECTA B3MBUIM BBEPX, U JIa/IbJ CTajla MEIJIEHHO MMOBOPAaYUBATh
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K Oepery. Bckope cBer (akesoB BBIXBATHJ W3 TEMHOTHl POBHbBIE IOCKH
BBICOKOTO IMpHYaja, CYIHO IPHUCTAIO K HEMY BIUIOTHYIO M 3amepio. B Bomy
MOJICTENIN TSDKENBIE KAMHU, 3aMEHSBINUC SIKOPS. BaKHBIA TONCTSK, 3€BHYB,
OOBSBUII CTOSHKY.

I'naBa geBATHaguaTas

IINTABAHME 110 BEJIMKOMY HWJITY

Bricagka Ha Oeper xo3s1HA JaJbl HATIOMUHANIA TOPKECTBEHHOE IIECTBUE.
ITepBpIMU Ha IOIIATHIA HACTHII CITyCTHJIMCH JIBOE TpeOIOB ¢ (akenamu, 3a
HUMH COJIMJTHO TIOCJICJIOBa] TOJCTBIM CAHOBHHK, CIICOM JBOE HYOWMIIEB
TalWIA €ro JIOXKE, a emEe ABOE CTUOAINCH IO TPOMAJIHBIM TIOKOM IIJIOTHOTO
ménka. 3aMbIKall MECTBUE MATbYOHKA-BIIEPEICMOTPSIINHA C TPETHUM (DaKeIoM.
Toncrsika CTpamrHO YTOMIJIM TIPOMJICHHBIE WM JIBa JI€CATKA IIaroB, OH
OyKBaJIbHO TIOBAJIMJICS Ha CBOE JIOKE B OXKMIAHWHU, MOKA CIYrd Ha Oepery
HaTAHYT IIATEP M3 TEMHOro MIENKAa. XO3iMH MUJIOCTUBO MO3BOJIMI ABYM
TUICYUCTBIM TpebllaM OTHECTH ceOsi BMECTe C JISKAHKOW BHYTpPh HaBeca, U YKe
napy MCHOBEHHUH CITyCTs OTTY/a JIOHECCs €ro MOIIHBIN Xparl.

Bce ocranbHble yCTpauBaJIMCh Ha HOWIET MOJ OTKPBITHIM HeOoM. PyneBoi
ocTajcs Ha CyJHe, TEMHOKOXXHE TpeOIbl pa3Besid HEOOJBIION KOCTEPOK,
coOpaich BOKPYT OTHS, O0JTaid 0 CBOEM. MaJburK CBEPHYJICS KATAYUKOM,
ciaako 3acHyi. ['aHHuOAN XJIOMHYN Ipyra Mo IUIedy:

— IlepBriii pa3, HEOOCH, HOUyellb HE B POCKOIIHOM  IIaTpe, a IOJ
OTKPBITBIM HEOOM.

— Hamekaems Ha 1O, uTOo y Xepuxopa Han [enbio Obuia Kpbrma?! —
orpeHyincs Axemenun. — K Tomy ke, oqHaXbI B ITyCTHIHE. . .

ApcaMm xoTen pacckasaTh JPYTY, Kak TPH JHS CKUTAJICAd B OCCILIONHBIX
MecKax, HO BOBpEMS BCIIOMHHJI, YTO €r0 OTCYTCTBHA TOT/la HUKTO HE 3aMETHII
Y, 3HAYHT, BCE MMPUKIIFOUCHHS B ITYCTHIHE OBLIH JIUIIb BUICHHEM.

— Hebocp, mpsTancs ¢ mapsMd B TakUX BOT MIATpax, — IIPOJOIDKAI
eruITSHUH, — U AyMaTh HE yMaJ, O Te€X, KTO OCTaJICsl CHAPYKU.
— S u Tenepp O ApPYTUX HE OyMaro, — 3710 OYpKHyN Iepc, — MHE Xallb

TOJILKO YTOHYBIIIETO XajaTa, Kak Obl OH Terepb MPUTOMIC!

TeMHOKOXXUH TONBKO XMBIKHYJ, OH-TO OTJIMYHO IOMHHKJ, HU3-3a KOTO
MEPCUJICKUI XallaT MOKOWIICS Ha HUJIBCKOM JAHE. J[py3bs MOJACENH K KHUIKOMY
KOCTEpKY. Y3IIOBaThble KPHBBIE BETKH OBICTPO MPOTOpAIH, W Becénoe IiamMs
raciio, OCTaBJIsisi TpeOIOB B TIOJTHON TEMHOTE.

— Ecim 3T MyckynucThie pebsiTa 3aKpOoIOT POT W TJa3a, — YCMEXHYICS
nepc, — B TEMHOTE UX COBCEM He OyJIeT BUTHO.

— Tebe HeyeM ropauThCs, €clii OOTH TeOS CO3lanHu JPyroro IBeTa, —
00mKkeHHo 3ameTuit ['anHuOan.

— Of#i, TONBKO He Ayiics! — OCTaHOBUI €ro Jpyr. — 51 He coOuMpancs HUKOTro
00MKaTh.

— JlaBaii yuine cnarth, — XMypo OYpKHYJ TEMHOKO)KHH.
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Ho cmate um npunuiocs Henonaro. HagcMoTpiimk pactosikain rpediioB, Kak
TOJIBKO y3Kas TOJOCKa CBeTa MOSBWIACh M3-3a Kpas ropu3oHTa. berienam
MOKa3aJI0Ch, YTO OHU TOJIBKO YCIIENM 3aKPBITh IJ1a3a U OTKPBLIM CHOBA.

— BoT, Tak 1 KUBYT BCe, KpOME Tapeil, — TSHKKO B3IOXHY [ aHHHOAI.

— Jlamuce Tebe 3Tu 1apu, — BopYall, MOJHUMAsICh, AXEMEHUT, — I[apH TOXKE
JIFOIH.

— A y Hac roBopsT, 4TO IapHu B (papaoHbI HE TPOCTO JIIOM, & POJACTBEHHUKU
boros.

— MoerT, OHU U TIPaBBHl.

EnBa ycrneB mosaBTpakaTh CyXMMHU JeTI€NIKaMHU, HyOUHIbI BEpHYJIHCH Ha
nanplo; He 00o0muIock W 0e3 TOPKECTBEHHOTO BO3pAIEHHS TOJICTOTO
caHoBHHKA. B dakenax Ooiplie He ObUIO HYKABI, HO BCE OCTAIBHOE IIECTBUE
OCTAJIOCh TPEKHUM. YTOMJIEHHO OMYCTUBIIWCH HAa CBOE TOCTaBJIECHHOE O]
HaBeC JIOKE, XO3fWH BJACTHO MaxHYJN pykod. ['peOipl Hajernu Ha Becna.
CynHO OTOLLIO OT MPUCTaHW W ABUHYIOCH BBepX Mo peke. Hamcmorpmiuk
MOKPUKHUBAJ HA HyOUIfIIeB, TpeOOBAN CHIIbHEE TPECTH.

— Kyzna vam criemmuts? — cipocut nepc.

— XO03sIMH yXe OMO3JaJl, XOYeT 3acTaTh XOTs Obl KOHIIOBKY Mpa3HecTBa, —
nepeBen ['aHHMOANT OOBACHEHHS CTOSIBIIErO BIEpeau rpebiia u  mo0aBuiI: —
Korna 161 yxe Oymenis moHUMaTh Bc€ cam?

— Heyxenu ycTan pacTONKOBHIBATH?

— Her, mnpocto yauBnAIOCh, Kak Tbl yMyZApselibcd ObITb TaKuM
0eCTOJIKOBBIM. Erumerckuii 10 TOTO IMOXO0K Ha BABWJIOHCKUW M CHPHICKHN.

— S yx 3ameTws, TONBKO BBl 3/IECh BCE CIIOBA Kak-TO MEHSETE...
KOBepKaere, — 3alyMUlBO Npou3HEC Apcam, — KOopoye, Balld OOTH TOBOPST
ropas/io MOHATHEH.

— 4 wm 3a0pu1, YTO THI JOOWIIE C HUMH MOOONTaTh, — pPaccMesICs
TEMHOKOXHH, — BOT M IOMPOCHI ObI X Pa30M HAY4UTh TeOs OOMIATHCS II0-
HAIllEMY.

— B cnenyrommii pa3 — 00s13aTeabHO, — YIBIOHYIJICS AXEMEHHI.

Jlamest ynpsIMBIMHA pPHIBKAMH JIBUTAIACH MPOTHUB TECUCHUS BEIHMKOH PEKH,
IUTBLIA 110 CAMOW CepeinHe, TaM, TIe Obuto riy0ke. Y OOpTOoB TEMHas BOna
MICHWJIACh, pacXOAMIach KOPOTKUMH BomHaMu. PaboTa Bcé emé ka3anach mepcy
0aJlOBCTBOM, U OH pa3riisAbIBal yCTPOMCTBO €rMIETCKON JIaAbU. DTO Y3KOe
COOPY)KEHHE C HU3KUMHU OOpTamMH Ka3alloch €My CIHUIIKOM HEYCTOHYMBBIM U
xpynkuM. Hoc i KopMy JIOJKHM HEe BEHYAIN TPUBBIYHBIC TOJOBHI APAKOHOB MIIH
3mell. Tonkme Oankum 3arubannuch Hax TONOBAMU BIEPEACMOTPAIICTO H
KOPMYETO.

— Kak MBI He IepeBopaunBaeMcs, — HEAOYMEBAJ IEPC, — XOPOIIO eIIé HEeT
0ereMoTOB, a TO MOTOMMIN OBI BCEX TaK )K€ JIETKO, KaK KPOXOTHYIO JIOJIKY.

Wpes ycTpouTh HaBec JUId Maccakupa B CaMOM LEHTPE Jagbd TOXKe
Kazanach eMy nypaukoi. Co CIMHBI HalleTad JOBOJBHO KPEMKHI BETEPOK, W
ApcaMm moxanen, 4TO Ha €rWIeTCKOM JiaJbe HET Mapyca, KOTOPBIA ceildac
JErKo cMOor Obl 3aMeHUTb TpyHd TIpebioB. BHoBoiab MOBO3MYILABUIUCH
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eTUIETCKOW HEIOTaUIMBOCTHIO, AXEMEHH/] IIEPEBEN B3I/ HA IUIBIBIINE MUMO
HUIbCKHE Oepera. TaM KpecThSIHKH Cpe3ald CepliaMH TOHKHE CTeONn
nanupyca, yBeHUaHHbIC METENIKAMU Y3KUX JINCTHEB.

— Heyxenu 3mece Ha 3ToM mminyT?! — HEIOBEPYMBO CIPOCHI OH Y
I'annu6anna.

— KoHeuHo, a pa3Be BO3MOXHO W3 Yero-To Jpyroro?! — moxan IiedaMu
TEMHOKOXKHH.

— VY Hac AenaloT TabIUYKU U3 TJIUHEI, 8 IOTOM O0XKUTAIOT. ..

I'peduam mpUXOIWIOCH pasroBapuBaTh T'POMKO, IIOTOMY 4YTO HX MeECTa
OBLIM y pa3HBIX OOPTOB, M BCKOPE HAJCMOTPIIUK PABKHYJ B30CHIEHHO:

— Mosnuats!

OH maxe He penmics METKHYTh XJIBICTOM JUTS YOSIUTEIEHOCTH, 00SCh H3-
3a TECHOTHI 3aJeTh Xo3auHa cynHa. Ho rpebmam m Ge3 Toro Bcé MEHBIIE
XOTENOCh TPAaTUTh CHIBlL Ha pasroBophl. JKapkoe erumerckoe COJHIIe
MOJHUMAJIOCh BCE BBIINIE, HEM[AJHO MAIWIO CHHHBI M IUICYH TpeOIoB.
[IpuBBIYHBIX HYOWHIICB 3TO Majo CMYIIalio, a MepC YK€ TMOIISIbIBAT Ha
CBETWJIO C HEHaBHCTHIO. [loporo ropmoMy AXeMEeHHIy XOTEIO0Ch MOJHSTH YK,
BaJISBIINICS y €r0 HOT, M IIYCTUTh CTPEIy B BEYHOE OKO OokecTBeHHOTO Pa
JUTSL TOTO, YTOOBI, MOPTHYB, TOT XOTh HA MTHOBEHHE €r0 IPUKPHLT ¥ Ha 3EMITIO
ymana TeHb. bernern Oonple He KPYTHI TOJOBOH, HE CMOTPEN MO CTOPOHAM,
COCpEIOTOUMJICS Ha OJHOOOpa3HBIX JBIDKCHUSIX Becia BIEped-Ha3al.
MOHOTOHHOCTB MOTJIONIANA BPEMs i MBICIIH.

Korma xo3suHy nagbu B3AyMalIoCh OCTAHOBHUTHCS HA 00€I M PYJIEBOH BEJET
CYIINTh Becla W Opocarh KaMHH, AXEMEHHI AaXe YIUBHIICS, YTO MOXKHO
CTOSITh HETOJABM)KHO U BBIITYCTUTH U3 PYK BECIIO.

— DH, yero 3acTbul, OynTo cTarys? — OKIMKHYIM apyra ['aHHuOa.

ApcaM BCTpAXHYI ¢ ce0s OleTIeHeHne

— Hayieko emié 0 Barel CTOMUIbI?

— Uro, yxe ycTan, — paccMmesuics TeMHOKOXxHil. — He mapckoe 310 merno —
BECJIOM Maxarb.

— HManuce Tebe 3T napu! — Bosmytuica Apcam. — He nputsopstiics, Oyaro
caM He pajl TOMY, 4TO TOJCTSIK HE MOXET €CTh U IUIBITh OJTHOBPEMEHHO.

— 51 Ob1 oOpanoBacs emé OobIe, eCii Obl IOMEHSJICS C HUM MECTaMH, —
npusHaics ['anauGa.

OcTaHoBKa OblIa HEMOJTOH, CAaHOBHHK CHJIBHO CIICIIWT, BCE, 4TO
Pa3NoKWIM eMy Ha OONbIIMX OJt0JIaX, TOJCTAK YCIeN IMOTJIOTHTh OBICTpee,
4eM rpeOIIbl CheJTH 10 OTHOM CBOCH BEUHOH JIeNEIIKe.

— BricTpeit, OvicTpeil, meBenuTecs! — 3aBONUN OH.

Emy xpumiio BTopun pyieBoi:

— Becna B Boxy! HaBanucs!

— Bnepén! brictpee! — mokpukuBan HaJCMOTPILUK.

Jnunapie BECTa ONMyCTWIHCH B MyTHBIE BOAbl Hmima, u cHOBa Jamps
IBUHYJIACh BBEpX MO TeueHMo. HebmaromapHslii Tpyx rpebiia Ka3aics mepey
Bcé Tspkenee. I k ToMy BpeMeHH, Korja OeclolaJHOEe CONHIE, HaKOHEll,
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CIIyCTHJIOCH 33 TOPHU30HT, & BXKHBIH CAHOBHHK ITPHCMOTpEIN cebe MOAXOISITYI0
NPUCTAHb JJIsI HOWIEra, MOTOMOK MEPCHICKUX Hapedl OyKBaIbHO BAIWICSA C
Hor. HyOwinpel 3axkriau (akenbl, ¥ BHOBb Ha Oeper B TPEKHEM MOPSIKE
MPOCTIEAOBANIN TOJICTSIK, €r0 MOXOJHOE JIOKE M CBEPHYTHIN MIENKOBBIN MIATED.
CHOBa ycTanmple TrpeOIBI  cOOpajaMch BO3JE JKATKOTO KOCTEpKa U
Pa3rOBOPUIIHCH:

— Her, He ycreem MBI Ha Tpa3AHOBAaHUE, — B3ABIXAJ MOXWIOH OTPOMHBIN
HyOuew.

— Xo3suH OyzeT B OCMICHCTBE, — BTOPWII €My MOJIOZIOH rpedetl.

Apcama 3areniy HelaBHYe clioBa ["aHHHOaIa Ipo ero HeJoTaaauBOCTh. 1
Iepc CTapaTelbHO BCIYLIMBAJICS, IBITANCSd IOHATh HECIEUIHbIE pedu
HyOwuiinies. Buas 310, ero Apyr He Mellal, Moi4Ya CMOTpels, Kak AXeMeHH]
XMYPHUT OpOBH U JIOBUT KaXKII0€ CIIOBO.

— Xaub, ¥ MBI HE IOCMOTPHM, YTO TBOPHUTCS B Memdruce.

— B cTonuiie Bcerga ecTh Ha 4TO MOCMOTPETb.

— 51 caprman, kak 6yATO B MOAApOK (apaoHy HAIIENCs HOBBIA ATiec.

— Bot na 3TOoM mpaszmHuke B yecTh Oora IlTaxa m GoxkecTBa mIogopomus s
xoTen Obl TOOBIBATE.

— ToBopar, mpexHuil Amuc ObUT YK COBCEM CTapblif, — MOJAepKal
pasroBop emié OJWH JOJNTOBSI3bIA Tpeber, — TakoW CTapblid, YTO IOYTH HE
meBenuicsa. BoT sxpersl HUUero ¥ He MOTJIM MPEICKa3aThb.

IInennuk Xepuxopa >KaaHO JIOBWI, HE YHOMSHYT JIU HYOWHIBI HOMapxa,
HAaIIEJIIEr0 HOBOE CBALIEHHOE UBOTHOE, OYEHb Y XOTEN y3HaTbh, KOTrJa TOT
HaMepeH BO3BPaTUTHCs JOMOM. [lpyr yranan ero MbICIM U MPUHAJICS WENOTOM
MEPEBOJNTh, HEBHATHYIO HyOWiickyto peub. Ho oTkynma rpeOuel Morim
MpOBEAaTh 0 HaMepeHUsIX Xepuxopa. BiroOaEHHBIN B3IOXHYI pa304apoBaHHO.

— Ckopee Bcero, CTapblii My>K€HEK BOT-BOT BEPHETCS.

— Tebe-To Teneps 4ToO € TOro?

— Cawm He 3Har.

3acelmnas, mepc ayman o npekpacHod Anaxut. M naxe He yauBuMIiCS, KOraa
U3 3BIOKOI TEJIeHbl CHA K 3aTyXallleMy KOCTpPY MOAOIUIA KEHIIMHA. JTO He
ObLi1a >)keHa HOMapxa, He3HaKOMKa OblIa y)ke He MOJIoJa, JIepKalach CIOKOHHO
u BexmyaBo. Onexxma e€ Oblla IIEAPO 3aTKaHa 30JI0TBIMH HUTAMH, IICI0 U
3aIsICThsl MOKPBIBAM OECUHCIICHHBIC YKPAIICHUs, YEPHBIE BOJIOCHI 00paMIISIIA
MAaCCHBHYIO 30JI0TYI0 KOpoHy. OHa HErpoOMKO 00paThiach K AXeMeHUY:

— Ckaxu, 9yXaK, [Io4eMy JIFOJIM TaK YIOPHO CIIOPST CO CBOCH Cyan00¥?

— OTKyza xe MHe 3HaTh 3a Bcex?! — yauBuiICs BOonpocy Apcam

OH mocHenHo cei, X0Tesl NOJHAThCA U MOKJIOHUTHCS HE3HAKOMKE, HO OHa
cama MSATKO OCTaHOBMJIA €rO.

— Cunu, HY K YyeMy 37€ch IIpaBUIIa.

—I'ne — 3necw?

— Ckopo moiimentb. A TIOKa IpU3HAKCS, TpyAHO TeOe B Erumnre?

— TpynHo, — KUBHYJ 30p0OacTpHeEl], — BOT ¢ TOOOW MBI pa3roBapuBacM, Kak
HU B 4éM He ObIBAJIO, a APYTUX 5 IOPOH U BOBCE HE IOHUMAIO.
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— U TonpK0-TO, — YIBIOHYTACH JKEHIIIHA.

OHna npoBena pyKo# 1o roJjioBe nepca.

— 51 naxke He 3HAI0 TBOETr0 UMEHH, — CIIOXBAaTUICA Apcam.

— Cemar...

ITepc cpa3y moHsu1, 4To rOBOpUI ¢ OOTMHEHN BO CHE, KOTIa PE3KO MIPOCHYIICS
oT rpyboro Tomuka. OH OTKpPBUI IMIa3a U Cpa3y OYEHb 3aXOTeNl 3aKMYPHUTHCAL.
Bokpyr Hero crosuiM eTrHWIIETCKHE COJIATHl, 3alIMIICHHBIE METHBIMU
KPYTJIBIMH, CIOBHO OJFOJIa, HATPYIHHKAMH, YTPOXKas IUICHHUKY KOPOTKHMH
CEPIIOBUIHBIMU ME€YaMH C JJIMHHON pyukod. VX pemurenbHble MpadHbIe JIULIA
HE MIPeIBEHIali HIUETO XOPOIIETO.

— Beratp! — OpbI3ras CIIFOHOH, BAXKHO CKOMAaHJOBaJl TOT, YeH HArpyIHHK
ObLT OOJIBIIE, YeM y OCTAIBbHBIX, — ciexyit 3a Hamu! Beictpo!

AXeMeHH]] TOmapWiI PyKOH psAmaoM, HO JIyK BMECTE CO CTpeJlaMH JIeXKall
CIIMIIKOM JaJIeK0, YOpaHHBIA TNPEIyCMOTPUTEIBHBIMU conpgaramu. Ilepc
orsiHyncs, uma [anan6ana. TOT cTosl, MOKOPHO MOHYPHUB TOJOBY. Apcam
BCTaJI PIIOM € Apyrom. JlecaToK conjaT CTOJMUINCE BOKPYT HUX, HAPaBUB Ha
IUICHHUKOB CBOH CTPAaHHBIE MECUH.

— IoGer paba oT HOMapxa — CepbE3HOE MPECTYIUICHHE, — PacCyXKIal
STUNTSHUH B OOJBIIOM HArpPyIHUKE, — MOXUINEHHE pada — MPeCTyIUICHUE eIé
Ooutbliee, Bac 000X JKJIET Ka3Hb.

— IIpamo ceifuac? — TErKOMBICIEHHO OCBEIOMUIICA AXEMEHUI.

OH ¥ He 3aMeTWII, KaKUM JIETKUM JJI HETO BIPYT CTal 4yKOH SA3bIK. 3aTo
lananOan yauBnéHHO BRITYYHII I1a3a. [layke CpoCHII UCITyTaHHBIM IETIOTOM:

— Tw1 yTo Mx monumaens? Heyxenu pansine mpuTBOPSIICS?

— Cam He 3Hal0, KaK 3TO BBIILIO, TOTOM pa3depéMcsi, HeKoraa ceifuac.

— MBI DOmWKHBI, — TPOMKO IpOM3HEC 0oONagaTens METHOTO Ta3a, TKHYB B
nepca IMmajblieM, — OTIIPABHUTH TeOs 00PaTHO K XO3SHHY.

— A Kax xe 51?7 — )KaJ00HO HAIIOMHHJI TEMHOKOXH.

— TeGst MBI yOBEM 311€CH.

ApcaMm cMeJIo marHyd1 BIepéa, cpa3sy HATKHYBIINCH HA OCTPHS MEYeH.

— VYBepeH, — TPOMKO OOpaTwicid OH K JIHOOUTENI0 OphI3raTh CIIOHOM, —
YBEpEH, YTO HOMAapxX 3axoudeT JIMYHO MPHUCYTCTBOBaTb NPU Ka3HU CBOETO
ObIBIIeTro XeHyy. OH HE MPOCTUT BaM CaMOYIIPaBCTBA.

Comnpar 3a1yM4nBO mmovyecan noa00po0K, MPOOypIa:

— Jla HaM IIpHUKa3aHo.

— Homapx Bcerna npucyTCTBYeT IIPH Ka3HSIX, — HACTAaUBAJI Apcam.

EruntsHuH nokosebaics, TOTOM MaxXHYJ PYKOH.

— Ilycte camu pasOuparorca. MHe BeJIEHO IOCTaBUTH B MOMECTHE XEHYY,
OJTHOTO WJIM JBYX — Kakas pasHuna! U, npasaa, 4€pHbIii OOIBIIE TOXOXK. ..

Ve BTOpoW pa3 ApcaMmy ymasoch OTCPOUYNUTh HEMUHYEMYIO CMEPTh
l'annubana. bernernaM cBsi3ajin KpENKUMHU PEMHSIMH JIOKTH 3a CIIMHOW, BOKPYT
TOJIIHMJINCH CONIATHI, UX CTAPIINI CHUCXOIUTEIHFHO MOCMOTPEN Ha TNICHHUKOB,
3asBHJI HEO)KUIAHHO!

— Bam nosesno.
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—OT10 B uéM xe? — XMypO CIipocui AXeMeHHU].

CongaT 0XOTHO MOSCHUJI:

— He npunércs monro >k1aTe HOBOM JaJibH. Y3HAB, 4TO BCE paBHO OMO34aJ
Ha I[apCKHE NPa3IHECTBA, CAHOBHUK PEINM IBUHYTHCS B OOpaTHBINA myTh. U
COTJIACHJICS BBINEIUTh MECTEYKO HA CBOEM CyaHEe s paboB HoMapxa
Xepuxopa.

— Teneps 1t HAC €CTh MECTO? — YCMEXHYJICS Tepc.

— He maneiics mpoxyiaaaThCsl KaK IacCaKup, — MPOU3HEC o0JIamaTenn
OOJIBIIIOr0 MEIHOTO HATpyAHUKA C yrpo3od, — Oymere paborarb. XO03UHY
HY)KHBI TPEOILIBI.

— BoT HOBOCTB! — HaJIMEHHO YIBIOHYJICS TOTOMOK IEPCHICKUX LapeH.

— He pasroBapusaii ¢ HuM, — mEnoToM Bo3myTwics ['anauOan, — Hamén, ¢
KeM OOJITaTh.

A mepca Tak ¥ OAMBIBAJIO IOOCTPUTH C TYIIOBAThIM E€IUIIETCKUM COJIIATOM.
K Tomy xe OH XOTen Koe-4TO BHIBEAATb.

— HeBeposTHO, Kak OBICTPO BBI 3[€Ch OKa3allCh, — MOJBCTHI  OH
OpBI3raBIIEMYCS CIIIOHON, — CJIOBHO TOACKA3al] KTO.

Tot ocknabuscst caMoJ0BOJIBHO, ITOKa3all PYKOH KyJa-TO B CTOPOHY:

— BoH ToT napeHs nojckasal, NpuHEC rpaMoTy OT HOMapXa.

bernenpl noBepHyiIMCh Tylda, KyAa OH YKa3blBaJl, HO YBMJIEIHU TOJBKO
CMYTHOE 00JIa4KO, CJIOBHO OOPBIBOK TAIOIIET0 TyMaHa.

— CTpaHHO... — BBIIOXHYJI COJIJIaT, — BOT € rpaMoTa.

B pyke oH AefcTBUTENBHO OCTOPOYKHO IeprKaJl MAIUpPyC, XOTEIl IepeUecThb
MIOCITaHUE, /1a TOJIBKO 3aKAIUIIICS, TPOLEANI CKBO3b 3yOBI:

— Tyt xe sicHo ObII0 HamucaHo. .. [Ipo paboB HOMapxa... A Ternepb HUYETO
HET...

— Mosker, Toraa Hac IPOCTO OTHYCTUTH? ! — JTyKaBO MpeayioKui Apcam.

— Her! — orpesan eruntsnun. — I[Ipuka3 ectp npukas! Tel xe pab? —
CIIPOCHJI OH YECTHOI'O 30poacTpuiia.

— Pa0, — B3M0XHY) mepc ¥ B TIEPBBIA pa3 MoXKajell, 4YTO COBCEM HE yMeeT
JTaTh.

— BoT u He MOpOYh MHE TOIIOBY, — HAXMYpPWJI TyCThIe OpOBH coijar, —
MOTITBIBETE TPEOIIAMH.

Bonbie obnanaTens MEITHOTO Ta3a AXeMEHHIY ObUT HE MHTEPECCH. Apcam
3ayMascsi O TOM, KTO U3 OOTOB MOT TaK 3710 MOALIYTUTH HaJl HUM.

— Heyxenn Xeka BcE HE MOXKET MPOCTUTH MHE TOW MPaMOPHOW TUTUTHI, —
poOOpMOoTall HeJJaBHUM rocTh TaunTa.

— Kaxkoil goramiusblii, — pa3majcs COBCEM DPAIOM CIAIKUI ToJocoK Oora
BOJIIIEOCTBA.

Apcam oOepHyNCsS Ha TOJNOC, Pa3lIUYWI TOJBKO CMYTHOE OOJauko Haj
JocKamu mpucTanu. HesicHbIN 00pas3 3aTpsccs OT cMexa.

— Tl OBI OCTOPOXHEMH, BCE OCTalIbHBIC MEHS HE BUIAT. He moiMyT, ¢ kem
ThI 0OJITaeIIb. 3MOPOBO S MPHUIYMAN ¢ TpaMOTaMu?! DTUX TIIYMBIX COJNAT TaK
JIETKO OOMaHyTh!
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— 3auem Tebe 3TO MOHAAOOMIOCE? — TO JIM TUXO CIPOCHI, TO JIU TPOMKO
nogyman AxemeHun. — ToI xe Oor, kKakoe Tebe A0 10 CMEPTHBIX?

— Ara, — 3BOHKHM KOJIOKOJIBYHKOM pacxoxoTtaics Xeka. — [Ipu3Hai, 9To Mbl
boru!

— 3mech Bce Bac TaK HA3bIBAIOT, & JUII MEHS ThI TOJIKO 3JOOHBIH,
MPOTHUBHBIA IEMOH.

— Bor omnsate! Hy, kak Tebe He HacoiuTh Mocie 3Toro?! A BEpHYThCS K
HOMapXy — MPOCTO TBOSA Cyab0a, He MOHUMato, 3aueM Illau moHagoOuIack 3Ta
urpa B mober. S TOmpKO BepHYD BCE HAa CBOM MeCTa, — BecCemuics Oor
BoseOCcTBa M OOMaHa.

Tak HUKEM W He3aMEUEHHOE, BHUJCHHE pacTasjio B BO3Ayxe. A mepc u
T'anHuban B CONMPOBOXKIEHUN TPEX COJIAAT MPOCIEIOBAIH HA JIAZbIO TOJICTOTO
CaHOBHHKA, 3aMBIKas BETUKOJICTTHOE IIIECTBHE.

I'naBa nBagumaras

N3MEHEHME CY /bbbl

Kak TOnBKO cConmpar paspe3anm TYyroil pemMeHb M OCBOOOIMI PYKH
TEMHOKOXETO IJIEHHUKA, TOT cpa3y CTall )KaJOBaThCs:

— @y, HAKOHEI-TO, Y MEHsI BCE 3aTekio. MoxeT, AXeMEeHHI U TIPUBBIK BCE
BpeMsi XOJUTHh BOT TakK, BBIIPSIMUBIIKCH, a 51 coBceM 3amydancs! He mory
terieps rpectu! CrimHa 6osuT!

Apcama TOJIBKO TI03a0aBWIIM €T0 CTOHBI, 4 COJIAT CUIBHO pa3o3nuiau. OHu
OBUIM TOTOBBI IMYCTUTh B XOJ Opykue. OIacivBO MOKOCHUBIINCH HA OCTPBIC
Meun, ['aHHnOa moKopHO B3swIcs 3a Becsio. CongaTsl pa3MECTHIINCH B IIPOXO/IE
MEXIy rpedliamMu — B TecHoTe Ja He B oOuae. bernensr rpebnm, cHoBa
TpeBOXKWIN rnajap Benukoro Huma. TlpaBna, Ha 3TOT pa3 jaaps HUla BHU3 IO
TEYCHHIO, U UX paboTa ObLIa TOpa3ao Jierde: He MPUXOAMIOCH OOpOThCS C
YOPSAMBIMH BOJAMH TJIABHOM €rMIIETCKOM peKH, a JIUIIb CJerka MoMoraTb UM
HECTH Ha ce0e Jajplo; IyTCHICCTBCHHUKaM HE TOHAJ00MIOCh JIMITHEH
CTOSIHKU. W paHblle, 4eM Boja cTaja Ka3aTbCs TATyded 4EpHON Maccoll H
HYOUHIIBI 3KIH (hakesbl, clipaBa o OOPTY MOKa3acs 3HAKOMBIH MpUYaJl.

— BoT yx He gymai, 4to emg pa3 ux yBHXKY, — OypKHYJI Apcam.

CynHo 3amepIio BO3Jie HEro.

— Otcroma 10 NOMECThsl HOMapxa pyKoH Mojarh, — paloBalicsl 00agaTenb
0OJIBIIOT0 MEAHOTO HAIPYIHUKA.

— Bel u Tyma Oynere Hac MpoBOXKaTh? — PABHOAYIIHO MOMHTEPECOBAJICS
nepc.

— OT0 HamI JONT — NepeaaTh INIEHHUKOB X035 HHY.

— Torga MBI mIbUIM B JAPYTYIO CTOPOHY. XO3SIMH TOMECThSI ceildac B
Mewmduce.

— Hy... — sHepruuHo modvecan mogaOOpOJOK CONAAT, — HY... 3aMEIIAeT JKe
€ro Kro-To. B momecThe HOMKEH KTO-TO 3aHUMAThCS XO3AWCTBOM, €My H
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nepesaauM, — paccyJuil OH U HalpaBUIICA K HAaBECY BO3JIEKABLIETO HA CBOEM
JIO’)KE CAaHOBHHKA.

Takoe oObsAcHEHHE AXEMEHUIY HE NMOHPAaBHJIOCH, BO3BpAILLEHHE K MEIHOM
menu u 0€3 TOro Majo pajgoBal0 TOPAOrO IMOTOMKA Iapei, a HaMEK Ha
CBapJIMBYIO CTApyXy MPHUBEN €ro B OCIICHCTBO.

— Ilommm MHe TeprneHus Benukuil Axypa Masna!l  — BOCKIMKHYI
3opoactpuen]l. — OKaXHuCh ceiiuac moJi pyKoi JIyK, s Obl U3PEMICTHII CTPEIIaMU
3TUX TYIBIX conjar!

OH OTTONKHYJA NOTSAHYBIIETOCS CBS3aTh €My pYKM erunTsHuHa. Tor
HEYKJIIOXKE IOBAJIWICS Ha BTOPOrO cojjara. ApcaM BBIXBaTWJ y HEro M3-3a
0sICa CEePIIOBUAHBIA Med; BCE MPOUCXOIMIO TaK OBICTPO, uTo ["anHMOAN ycen
TOJIBKO 3aKpHYaTh:

— A-a-al

Hpyro#i conmar COpueHTHPOBAJICS paHbIlle, YeM ApcaM CKpEeCTHJ CBOM Med
C OpY)XHEM ETuNTsH, OH IMPUCTaBWJI MEIHOE JIE3BHE K TOpIy JApyra ropaoro
nepca. TOT mbITancs BBIPBAThCS, HO TOJIBKO mope3aics o 60eByro menb. Kposb
OOMIIBHO TEKJIa U3 €T0 IIIeH, TOIBKO T00aBIISS CTPACTH MOMEHTY.

— 51 npu6bto 3TOrO MOXUTHUTENS paboB! — 3aKpUy4ai coyjar.

KomannoBaBmuii crpaxeit 00epHYJICS, pa3sHHyI pOT, HO HE HAMIENCS, YTO
IpUKa3aTh, JaXk€ TOJICTbIM XO35MH JaJbU IPUBCTA CO CBOEH JIEKAHKH.
lannuban 3axuman mnope3 pykoil, KpOBb COUMIIACH MEXY MalbliaMH, OH 3JI0
MIPOXPUIIEIT IepCy:

— He 3mm ux! byxaer tompko xyxe! VX ciaumkoM MHOTO, HaM HEKyZda
neBaTncs!

T'opnomy Axemenugy ObBUIO TPYAHO CMHUPHTBCS C MOPAXKEHUEM, OH
YyBCTBOBAI B ceOe JMKYIO CHIy W Heysa3BUMOCTh. Ho ['anHMOanm ObuT Takum
YKAIIKUM; PEIIUTEIBHBIA CONIAT Y)Ke 3aMaxHYJICS MEYOM, IYTOOBI TOOUTH €ro, U
KAl TOJIBKO ~ HEOCTOPOXKHOTO JBIDKEHHs Tmepca. ApcaMm IepexBaTuil
CCpIOBUAHBIH Med M, 3aMaxHYBIIHCh, METHYNI €ro B OONBIIONW HArpyIHHK
KOMaHzoBaBIllero coingaramu. OnucaB Ayry, HAaTOYEHHBIM OCTPUEM Mey
MOIIIHO yJapWi B MEIHBIA KPYT, OH TPECHYJ M PACKOJIOJCA OT yAapa HaJBoe.
Meu mapamHyna SKHPHOE Iy30 CTHINTSHWHA W CO 3BOHOM YIall Ha Maiyoy.
CrpamHo mOOJETHEBIINNA COJAT 3amMep B TIOJHOH HEMOABMKHOCTH, a
CTOSIBILIUI PSAZOM C HUM CAHOBHHK I'POXHYJICSI B OOMOPOK.

VY nepxuBapmiuii ['aHHMOAA CONIAT OTTOIKHYJ €ro OT ce0sl, TEMHOKOXEMY
Jla)ke HE CTaJId CBS3bIBATh PYKH, OH TaK M JAEpKajcs 3a ropio, XOTS 3aMETHO
noBsecenen; ApcaM, MOMOPIIUBINNCH, MO3BONWI ceOs CBSA3aTh, CIEIOM 32
colilaTaMu TMOKUHYJI JIAZbI0 M CTYNUJ Ha JOCKH npuyana. CongaTsl OKpYKUIN
IJIEHHUKOB, a JaJlbs CAHOBHUKA 3aCKOJIb31IA JaJIbllle 10 PEYHOU IMIajiu.

Hopora mo momecThsi Xepuxopa  MOKazajack Apcamy HEBEPOATHO
kopoTkoii. OH y3HaBam KaK POJHON M JAaBHO 3HAKOMBIH KaXKIBIH H3TUO
TPONMHKU. AXEMEHHJ C YIWBJICHHEM OOHAPYKWI, YTO HOYTH Paj CBOEMY
BO3BpAIIECHUIO. A MBICIIb O TMPENCTOSIIIEH BCTpede C KpacaBHIeEW AHaXHT
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3acTaBuiIa €ro cepane OuThecs ydaméHHo. [lepc yapIOHYJICS CBOMM MBICIISM,
3TO BO3MYTHJIO €r0 CITyTHHKA!
— Tak 161 emé u pan?! Xopomenskoe aeno! TeOs Tam MOIKUIAET OAMHOKAST

JKEHYIIIKa HOMapXa, a MeHsA?! — IPOMKO pyraycs OH, yXKe IM03a0bIB O CBOEM
paHEHHU.
— He packucai! - Beceno O6pocun notomok napeil. — Hy momymaers,

ITOCHIMM Ha OHOM 1ienu BaBoéM, Illau obemian Mue, 9To BCE 000 AETC.

— Hamén xomy Beputh! — BockiukHyn 'annuOan. — Hamu 6oru He Takue
YECTHBbIE, KaK Thl, el Obl XeKy noBepuics!

— C HUM y Hac CBOM CUETHI.

— Bo 3a3Hancs! — Brewarmuiics TeMHOKOXKUH. — Paccyxmaer o 6orax, Kak
0 cTapbIX NpUATENIX. MoxeT, Thl ce0st 1 6eCCMEPTHBIM BO3OMHII? !

— Sd-to 4rto, BOT TEeOe Oamky TOYTH OTpe3ajv, a Thl HICHIb TYT H
pyraeuscs, — ycMexHyJcs Apcam.

— Hukro MHe T0J10BY He 0Tpe3a, — 3aclopuil ETMITSIHUH, — COJIAT TOJIBKO
U yCIelN KOy rnouapanaTb. BoH y)xe KpoBb U He TEUET COBCEM.

— Tax TbI 3pst MEHS OCTaHOBUI?!

— Hert, Hazo OpII0 MOJOXKAATE, TOKA MEHS TPUOBIOT MO-HacTOALIEMY?!

[eqmue BOKPYr HHUX COJJIAThl HAMpacHO MPUCITYIIMBAJIUCh K
BO3MYIIEHHBIM HHTOHAIIUSAM, OHHM TaK U HE MOTJIA TIOHATH CMBICIT.

— Tuxo B! — Ha BCAKHUN Clyyail MPUKPUKHYJI €TUNTSHUH B PAaCKOJIOTOM
HarpyJIHUKe.

K HemanoMy yauBIICHUIO CTPaXKH, IICHHUKH MTOCTYIIAUCH U 3aMOJTYaIH, B
MOJTHOW THIIWHE OHHM MPOJENAH TMOCISIHUN NECATOK IIaroB JI0 TOMECThS
HoMmapxa. Camoii coOoif, TaM KX HUKTO HE *Jajl U HE BBILIEN HaBCTpeuy.
Torma oOiagarenh PacKOJIOTOIO HATPYAHHWKA PEIIMIICS caM 3aiTH B JIOM,
TUICHHUKY ¥ OXpaHa OCTaJIKCh KJIaTh €ro BO JIBOPE.

WM yxe mOpsiAKOM HACKY4YHWIIO TOpYaTh TaM, KOT/a B JBEPHOM NpOEME,
HaKOHeIl, TOSBHJIAach Tpy3Has (UTypa WX KOMaHIWpa, a W3-32 €ro JIOKTS
BBITJISTHYJIO HOCATOE CMOPIIEHHOE JIMI0 MaTepu Xepuxopa. HenpuszHEeHHO
OTJISAICB TUICHHUKOB, OHA MPHHSUIACH KEBATh T'y0AMHU M Yecath IIEKY, SBHO HE
3Has, YTO C HUMH JICIaTh.

— H-nma-a, — nporsinyna oHa, — Hy... a HOMapx 3HAeT, YTO Bbl MX HANUIA? —
THYCaBO MMOMHTEPECOBAIACH OHA.

— A Kak Ke... KTO Xe€... — pacTepsuICsl COIIAT, — KTO K€ HaM cooOomw?!

B 310 BpeMs 0H Kak pa3 MPUIIOMHMIJI CTPAHHYIO TaOJIMUYKY C TPOMABITUMH C
He€ CIIOBaMU, | JIMIIO CIYXKAKHU CTaJ0 OKOHYATEIBHO TYIIBIM.

— Xepuxop He MOT 3HaTh, — pacCyXJIaia MaTh HOMapxa, — OH, He0OCh, eIé
MO€ IMUCHMO HE TTOJTYUHIL.

— Ho MBI... HO HaM coOOIMIN. . .

— CtpanHO 3TO BCE, — KapkHyJa crapyxa, — JaJHO, OOTM 3HAIOT, YeMy
CYXJCHO OBbITh, @ HaM OCTaéTCl. ..
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Psnom ¢ mateppio Xepuxopa BO3HHKIO 3aCIaHHOE M HEIOBOJIEHOE JIUIIO
[erybacta. OH 1ryprics, ctapasich BHUKHYTh B CYTh Pa3roBopa, TaK HAYETO U
HE MOHSB, PEIINJICS CIPOCUTD:

— A gto ciyaunocs? OTKyaa 3T 01U ?

Hukro He cranm oTBeuaTh Ha €ro HEBHATHBIE Pacclpochl, TeM 0oJjiee 4YTo
OTBETOB Ha MHOTME M3 HHUX HHKTO TOJKOM HE 3Hal. MOpPIIMHUCTOE JUIO0
Y6anHep ocBeTHIIa HOBAsI MBICITB.

— Brr e mporonoganuck ¢ goporu! — mpomiaMkana oHa, oOpamasch K
conparam. — Ceifuac s pacnopsych. Bac kak ciemayer HaKOpMIT.

Komanaup B packoioTOM HarpyaHHKE OJarojapHO pa3yiblOancs, TOJIBKO
YTOUHHIT:

— A ¢ aTuMu 9TO AenaTh?

OH Ope3rIMBO yKa3al Ha MPUBE3EHHBIX PabOB.

— Ilyckaif cumaT Tam, — penmmia, HaKOHeI, CIOXHYI0 OHIEMMY CTapyxa,
TKHYB TAJIBIIEM BCE B TO )K€ HEYIOTHOE CTPOCHHUE C IByMs CTOJIOaMHU.

[1neHHHUKOB NPEenpoOBOIMIM TyAa U OCTAaBMIIA OJJHUX.

— XoTb OB pyku TeO€ pa3BsA3aIH, — Cpa3y MPUHSIICS jKaJIoBaThCs [ aHHHMOAIT.

— Tak BO3bMHU U pa3BsHKH, — pa3yMHO MPEATIOKUII TIEPC.

Tl'annuban Tak W cuenan, HO BO3MYIIATHCSA HE TepecTal, Halén eme oauH
TIOBOJ:

— Hy u temens xe 31ech! OctaBuiin Ob XOTh MANIOCEHBKYIO JIAMITY.

— 3aueMm Ha TeOs Maclio NMEPEBOJIUTh, — 3aMETHII MEPC, HAYUUBILUNACS yxKe
MOHUMATH CKYIIYIO JIOTHKY MaTepH HOMapxa.

—Yro x HaM Tenepb JAeNaTh B TAKOW TEeMHOTE?

— Cnartse. XXusHb paba — coH ja pabora.

— Ilpsm Kxak y KpecThsiHWHA, — B3AOXHYN ['aHHMOAN, — ponuTeny 3a MEHS,
HaBEpPHOE, BOJTHYIOTCS.

— OHM yBepeHbl, YTO Thl OJIarOMOJY4YHO MyTemecTByelb B Memduc, —
JIEHUBO B3JIOXHYJ Apcam, — 1aBail crath.

Eruntsaaunay IBaXKIbl MpearaTe He noHago0miock. OH OBICTPO HAIIyTIaN
B KPOMEIIHOW TEMHOTE IIMHOBKY BO3J€ CTEHBI, yIErcs Ha OOK M MHPHO
3aconen. C AxeMeHuzma cpasy cleTela COHJIMBOCTb, OH MOKHHYJI MHPHO
CHAaBIIETO Ipyra, OCTOPOKHO BBICKONB3HYT M3 KOMHATHI M 3aMep BO3IE
BHEIIHEW crTeHbl. JIBop Homapxa Obu1 monoH congar. OHE  ymoOHO
PAcCIIONOXKIIHCh BO3Je OacceifHa W CKpeONU JIOKKAMU OOJNBIINE TIIMHSIHBIC
MHUCKH. MeXIy HUMH C ITy3aThIM KYBIIMHOM CHOBAJ MaJIbUMINKa-CIyra U
BaXKHO, MTO-XO3sIMCKH, Tpoxaxkupalics [letybact. Yke oObATHIN HOYHOH ThMON
JBOP OBUI SIPKO OCBEIIEH (haKellaMH, TOPEBIIUMH B TNIMHSHBIX MOJCTaBKaX Ha
CTEHaX JOMOB. AHAXUT HUT/IE HE OBUTO BUIHO.

— He ynuBurensHO, — OypKHYN HEpC, — €CIH 3/I€Ch CTOJIBKO MY)KUHH.
Crapyxa cmpsTtana e€ B caMblil JaJbHUNA Yrosl JoMa. YTOpa3Auio K€ 3THX
connaOHOB PacCeCcThCS MO BCeMy ABOPY... Ja emeé oT (akeIoB CBETIO Kak
naém!
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BitoOnéHHbIid 0BT BO3MYIIEH OOWJIMEM Tperpaj Ha MyTH K MPEKPACHOM
’keHe Homapxa. Ho He Mor ke OH MpOCTO BEPHYTbCS M 3aBaJUThCS CHATh!
ApcaM pemmn JKAaTh, HE MPOHM3OHNET JHM 4YTO-HHOYAb, YTO CMOXET EMY
noMoub. OT CKyKH €ro 0J0JIeJla 3€BOTa, a CTHITSIHE BCE HAOWBAIN JKUBOTHI C
00CTOATENBHOCTBIO U HETOPOITUBOCTHIO JII0/IEH, KOTOPHIM HEKYJla CIIEIINTb.

— CKoJbKO MOXHO kpath?! — Oecwics AxemeHun. — BoT Temeps ObU10 OB
OUYEHb KCTAaTH Kakoe-HuOyab komoBcTBo! Kyna nmoxeBasics kanpusubiid Xeka?!

3opoacTpuiilly MOKa3aloch, 4YTO ETUMETCKUNA JEMOH T/Ae-TO PSIOM
XMBIKHYJI B OTBET Ha €ro CcJIoBa, HO HUKOTO He ObUTO BUHO.

— Conpatsl — nopoxkaeHne AxpuMana! — BOCKIHKHYN ApcaM B TIOpa3uiIcs
BBIPBABIIMMCSI y HETO CJIOBAaM.

AXxeMeHHu] Bellb caM BCEr/a TOpIWicid TEM, YTO OH — BOHWH, MOOEAUTENb
YyXUX BOEHadaJbHUKOB. OH BOCXHMIIAJCS BEIMKUMHM 3aBOEBaTEISIMU,
JIETeHIapHBIMU TEPOSIMU JABHUX CcpakeHWH. Meuran crath, kak oHH. CTaTh
repoeM, BOMHOM, COJIAATOM. A TeNepb... OH BUIUT B HUX TOJBKO MOPOXKIECHUE
31a. ...

ITepc TpsAXHYIN TOJI0BO#, N30aBIISISICH OT TSHKKHX MBICIICH.

— OT0 BC€ OT A0JIroro OXxuuaHusi, — OypKHYJI OH, — TaK MOXXHO JO YEro
yroano nonymatscs. Her! Be€! Tlopa aelicTBoBatTh, IOKa 51 HE COLIEN C yMa.

OH pemuTensHO BEPHYJCS B TEMHOTY IOCTPOWKH, Pa3ivuni TEMHBIA
CWJIY3T MUPHO CHaBIIErO Jpyra, CXBaTWI 3a IUIEYO M MPHUHSIICS SHEPTHYHO
OyauTh ero:

— Oit, Bcraaii! XBarut ciath! He Bpems ceituac, moTom oTocnumbes!

— UYero?.. mouemy?.. — COHHO Imypwici [aHHUOAnT © TOBTOPSII
3aryieTalomumMcst a3bIkoM. — OTcTaHb... 4To Tebe OmATh HAAO... S CIUIIO...
OtcTass. ..

Ilepc u HE qyman caaBaThCs:

— Henp3s ymyckars Takoii manc! [1po Hac Bce 3a0butH, HAO OexKaTh!

— Kyna?.. — coHHO MPOTAHYN ETUNTSHUH.

— B apyryto cropony, — Hemonro ayman Haja OTBETOM Apcam, — €Cliu Ha
peKe Hac moWMalti, HaJo UATH. . .

— VY Hac Ooubliie uaTH HeKyna. Hum — 31o Bcé.

— Hexp3s k peke, monum K MOpIO, — He YHBIBAJ TIEpC.

— Cam uay, — OTMaxHyJICS OT HETO, KaK OT HA30WIMBOM MyXH, TEMHOKOXKHI
U YCTAJIO 3aKpBLT IV1a3a.

ApcaMm CHOBa IPUHSIICS €T0 TPSCTH, HE AaBasi IIOTPY3UTHCS B COH.

— Hert yx, Tak geno He nouaér. 5 Tebs 3meck He ocTaBmio. Tebs ke yObIoT,
Ha KYCKH MOpPexyT!

— Hugero onm co MHO# He cIenaroT, — YOS IEHHO BO3Pa3WiI eTUITAHUH.

— OTKyza TbI 3HaeNb? — Mopa3uiics 30poacTpHell.

— 1 To4HO 3HaI CBOIO CyIbOY, MHE CY)KJIEHO YTOHYTh B BEJIHKOW peKe, —
TeprenuBo o0biAcHI ['ananban. — Ecimu cyxneHo yToHyTh, MO-APYroMy S He

YMpYy.
— bynenib nexath 31€ch U XKAaTh, OKa Te0s yTorsar?!
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— byny, — 0ypkuyn ['ananGai, coonpasich BEpHYTHCS K CBOUM CHaM.

— Cynp0y Hano Mensats! C cynp00i Hao CriopuTh!

— Cynb0y U3MEHUTH HENb34. ..

— A s Oyny MeHSTB! — peluTeNnbHO 3asBUIT Apcam.

OtBer ['anHMOana mpo3Byvan yxe Hepa30OpUYMBEIM MBIYAHUEM, U IEPC HE
CTaJl ero 0OJIbIIe TOPMOLIUTS.

— OcraBaiics, 1 Ja MOMOTYT TebOe TBOM OOrM, — B3JOXHYJI OH H
BBICKOJIB3HYJ BO JIBOD.

Berneu crapaincs aepxaTbca y caMOil CTEHBI, TaM, I/I€ HOYHAs TbMa
crymagach B HENPOTIBSIAHYIO YEPHOTY, YTOOBI HUKTO HE CMOT €TO 3aMETHTb.
IToMHS 0 cBOEM mIaHEe — YWTH Hajblie OT PEKH, OH CIICIHAIBHO OOOTHYI
XO3SIICTBEHHBIE  MOCTPOMKM  HOMapxa Tak, 4YTOObI  OKa3aTbCcs  Ha
MIPOTHBOIIOJIOKHON CTOpOHE OT nopord, Bemmen Kk Hwry. Illenpas xossiika,
BUAMMO, YTOCTHJIA COJIAAT XMEJIBHBIM ITMBOM, ¥, HAIIMBIINCH, OHHU 3aTSHYIU
HECTPOMHBIMH TOJIOCAMH KaKylO-TO CTPaHHYIO MOXOIHYIO MECHI0. AXEeMEHU]
pajoBaicd, YTO HMX IE€HUE IMOCTENEHHO 3aTHXallo, a 3Ha4uT, OH TBEPIO
IPUACPKUBAJICS] BRIOPAHHOTO HANIPABJICHUS M YAAISIICS OT IIOMECThS HOMapXxa.
Ilepc HanpacHO 6osuics, UTO B KPOMEIIHOW TEMHOTE HAYHET XOTUTH MO KPYTy
U, B KOHLIE KOHIIOB, BepHeTca oOpaTtHO. Bee nuio mpexpacHo. HeuassHHO oH
HaOper Ha MPsIMYyI0, XOPOIIIO YTONTaHHYIO TPONMHKY. bermer; OpicTpo mén mo
Hell, a OrHU (akeIoB BO JBOpEe Xepuxopa OCTAaBAIUCh 33 €ro  CIHHOM.
Y1noéHHbIH ycrexoM, MOTOMOK Lapeit Bc€ mprOaBIis Hiar.

— ['ne-To Tam Briepeny TOJKHO OBITh MOpe! — TBEpIWII OH cebe.

BHe3anHo oH ocTaHOBUIICS.

— Cron! A urto norom?! IlepemnbiBy Mope BIUIaBb?! — CHOPOCUI OH caM
ce0sl ¥ OITyCTHII TOJIOBY.

Ho nanexxna Ha ydree ObICTPO B3sIa BBEPX HaJ IPYCTHIO.

— A, Tam pazbepych! — pemmn ApcaM M cienal HECKOJIBKO ILIAroB B
TEMHOTY, HO CHOBa OCTaHOBWIICS. — Hemnp3s Tak, — 3ayMYlBO MMPOM3HEC OH, —
BECEJIO CIIEIIy HEM3BECTHO Ky/a, OPOCHB qpyra, HaI0 BEpHYTHCs!

OH otmpaBwics 00paTHO, TyJa, TAC MEXKAY MOCTPOWKAMU MPOOUBAIUCH
pBDKHE OTCBETHI OT (haKelIOB M CIBIIIATHCH MbsHBIE Toioca. Ho cHoBa
OCTaHOBHJI CaM CeOsL:

— Tak emgé xyxe. Uro x MHe — Jeyb psaaoM c [aHHHOaIOM U KIaTh
pacnpaBei?! A BIpyr Mosi cyap0a — yMepeTb MMEHHO H3-3a 3TOW TIYMOCTH;
noka Oyny yOekaaTh ermnTsSHHHA, IPO HAac BCOOMHAT. [IpukyroT omsTe, TOrma
He moberaemsb. A MOXET, €My IpaBla HHYEro HE TPO3UT, Y CTapyXU-TO 3y0
MMEHHO Ha MeHS?

I"opaprit AxemMeHH/T TOIHYI HOTOH.

— Bor, mpeBpaiarocs B Takoro ke 3aHymy, Kak MOH JPY>KOK, OH BCE cam
pewun, u st perun!

ApcaM TpPOAOIKHUI CBOM MyTh K HEBUANMOMY B HOYHOM TEMHOTE MODPIO.
Iepc gacto momHMMAaI ri1a3za K HeOy, HO Ha HEM He OBUIO BUAHO 3BE3M, M OH HE
MOT OIpEeJeNnTh, TPaBWIbHO JU JBMKeTcs. OH yXe HauyuHal IyMaThb, YTO
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HHUKaKoro Mops B Erumre BoBce HET, a TO, KaK OH IOMHaT Ha 3eMIIi0 AQpHKH,
€My MPOCTO TOMEPEIIIIOCh, TaK K€ KaK BCE 3BEPOTOJIOBHIC JIEMOHBI, KOTNA
YCIBIIIAT BIAIH €/1Ba PAa3IMIUMBbINA, HO HEYMOIYHBIH IIIyM MOPSL.

— OT0 TOXKE He COH! — PaIOCTHO 3aKpuyan Apcam.

OH nobexan HaBCcTpedy HapacTaBIIeMy IIYMYy; €€ HUKOTJA TaK €ro He
BOCXHWIIAJ BEYHBIA T'yn npubos. Bckope NpUBHIKIIKE K TEMHOTE Tja3a SICHO
pasIuYII OOPBIBAIOIIYIOCS HEPOBHYIO JIMHUIO Oepera W CBETJbIe Oapaliku
MICHBI Ha TPEOHSAX BOJH, OBICTPO CIEUIMBIINE K 3eMiie. [ pOMKHI IIryM MOpsi He
OBUT TIOXOX 3/€Ch HA CTPAIIHBIA TPOXOT BOJBI Y CKAJIHCTHIX Oeperos, ObLIO
CITBIIITHO, KaK BOJIHA IITypINIaJia TAIBKOM, OTIION3ast 0OpaTHO B TIyOUHY.

T'naBa aBaguaTh nepsasi

MOPCKOW BEPEI

AXeMeHHJ]  CTOAJ, 3aciyLIaBLIIMCh 3BYKAMHU CTHXUHM, KOrJa JIErKHUii
TIPUATHBIA BETEPOK MPHUHEC 3HAKOMBIN MSTKUH T0JIOC:

— Apcam?!

BmioOnéHHbI pe3ko OOCpHYJNCS W 3aCThUI, OKOJIIOBAHHBIA BONIIEOHOM
MHHYTOH. B cTOpoHE OT Hero Ha cymMmpadyHOM Oepery Bo3Jie Kakoro-To KOpsIBOTO
KyCTapHHKa ITOKa3aJIach >KEHCKas (urypa, 3aKyTaHHas B IIMPOKYIO TEMHYIO
HaKUAKY.

— AnaxuTt?!

—YTO0 TBI 31€CH...

— OTKyza TbI 37€Ch. ..

O6a He pnoroBapuBamu (pa3, TOIBKO CMOTPEIH IPYyr Ha ApYyra, Kak
3aBOPOKEHHBIE. AXEMEHH/] ITOTIBITANICS OOBSICHUTB:

— 51 moyman, HUKTO HE BUANT, COEXAI. ..

— Ho nouemy crofa? — yauBuiach XeHIIMHA.

— 51 mpubkLT croma mo Mopio. .. [logyman, Mo€ criaceHne UMEHHO 31ech. He
3HAI0... MOXET OBITh, BCIIOMHWJI TBOH CJOBAa, YTO THl HAXOIUWINb 37€Ch
yTELICHHUE. ..

— CeronHsi MOpe HECIOKOHHOE, — B3J0XHyJa AHAxXuT, — HO Ha Oepery
Jdydllle, 4YeM B JOME, BO3jie¢ CBEKpoBU. OHa MHE XUTbi HE HA€T C TeX IOp,
KakK...

— C Tex mop Kak s cOexal U el He Ha KOM CTajo CPbIBaTh CBOIO 3JI0CTh, —
TI0JICKa3aJl epc, — BOT 51 M BEPHYJICA, YTOO YCIIOKOUTH CTAPYIIKY.

— OHa no/103peBaet. ...

— Hanetock, oHa npaBa... — yJIbIOHYJICS BIIFOOIEHHBIN.

OH pemmics NOJAOUTH Oirpke K keHmuHe. OHa HE MPOSBIsUIA MPEKHEH
CYpPOBOCTH, HO IIPEJOCTEPErAOLIE MOAHATA PYKY:

— He Hago, nmyuie ctoit Tam. Eciiu ObI THI 3HAM. ..

— Pacckaxu, g 6yny 3HaTh BCE.

— S TO pOKIIMHAIO J€HB, KOT/Ia yBHIENa TeOsl B TIEPBBIH pas, ToO...

OHna cMoIIKIIa, ¥ Iepc MOAXBATHIL:
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— A n1ns MEHS 3TOT MUT — JTy4IIHi BO Bcer Moel xu3Hu! S HuKorga He
OBUT TaK CYACTIHB, Kak cedvac! Ecnmu 3Ty BcTpedy ycTpomnu Bamm Ooru, s
BOCXUIIEH BalllMMH Ooramu!

— Ipu uém 31ecy onn?!

— C Ttex mop, Kak s Momnaj Ha 3TOT Oeper, Balllk 3BEPOTrOJIOBBIC JEMOHBI
BMELIMBAIOTCS OyKBaNbHO BO BeE! 51 6e3 HUX Jaxke MoecTh CHOKOWHO He Mory!
— MIPU3HAJICS TOPJBIN TIEepC.

— OOBIYHO JIIOIM HE 3aMEUal0T HX BMCIIATCIIHCTBA.

— 51 OB pan He 3ameuars! Ho mx BHUMaHWEe He Bcerjga mpuatHo. Pyku
YeIryTes J0OPaThCsl 10 OTHOTO Bamiero 00xkKa... XoTs. ..

— Hanpachast OpaBajia, — MATKO yIpeKHYJIa *KeHIWHA, — OOTH BCE CIIBIIIAT.

— 51 BAOpPYr MOHSII, YTO BPETHOCTh OOMAHINIMKA XEKa, B KOHIC KOHIIOB,
npuBeia MEHs K Te0e. ..

— HaM He noHATh 00’KeCTBEHHBIHM 3aMbICE/, MBI TOJIBKO JIIOJIH. . .

— 51 He X04y rOBOPUTH HU O KOM, KpOME Hac, — IpolenTag AXeMeHuI; He
BHSIB €€ c1a0bIM BO3pPaXKEHHSIM, OH TMOIOMIEN K AHAXHUT U OOHSUT €€ 3a Tiedu, —
Jla THI COBCEM IPOJPOTrJIa.

— Her... mpocTo MHE OYEHB CTPAILLHO. ..

— Tebe Heuero 0OSATHCS, KOTIa 5 PSIIOM.

— VY MeHs ecTh MyK. ..

— Ceifuac OH OYCHB JAJICKO.

AHaxuT npuibHyJla K ApcaMy U THXO 3arOBOPHIIA, TOPOISCh BBICKA3aTh BCE
HaOoJIeBIIIee:

— S nmymana, Bce HecyacThsl M3-3a Hac... Sl xorena BCE MCHPaBHUTH... S|
Oosnach CBOMX MbICiel... Sl He Moryia 3a0bITh NMPO HECYACTHBIX >KEHIIMH,
3BEPCKH YOWUTBIX MYXbsIMHU... S xorema m30exarb... Tonbko cTanmo emié
xyxe... Tol cOexan... Korma conmarsel pacckasand, 4To 3aCTpPENIMIN Oeryioro
paba... s... 1 He moBepuia... Yl BOT ThI 34€Ch... Thl )KUB... Sl 3HaNa, 3HaNa, 4TO
MBI elI€ BCTPETUMCHA. . .

— 51 Gonbire HUKYA He cOery oT Tebs, s Bcerna Oyay pslioM, — YCIIOKauBall
JKEHILUHY BIIOOJIEHHBIH.

— He 3apexkatiics! — menrana ona. — Mbl He 3HAEM CBOCH CYIBOBL.

— 5] HUKOMY HE TIO3BOJIIO BMEIIATHCSI B HAIIK CYABOBI.

— Kakoii Tel caMoyBepeHHbIH, — yIbIOHYIaCh KpacaBuUIIA.

— 3a 3TO MEHS | JIF00AT Bamu ooru!

— U 51... — eqBa CIBIIIHO BBIIOXHYIA AHAXUT.

Ilepc ycapimman €€ B3M0X W OTBETH YKAPKUMHU TIOUEIYSIMH, TPHHSICS
COMBYHBO OOBSICHATH:

— A s uchyrancsi TBOEW XOJOJHOCTH... PEIIMI — 3IeCh MeHS Oouiblie
HUYETO HE JICPXKHT... XOTEeJN YHTH... yOexaTb... 3a0bITh... Ho s He mory 6e3
Te0s, S TaK TeOs 000!

AHaxXHT CYACTJINBO YJIBIOHYJIACh B OTBET, HO TYT K& €€ JIUII0 CHOBA CTaJlo
CTPOTHM.
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— Mzl 1oyKHBI BO3BpaLlaThes, IoKa B JIoME HE XBaTwinuch. MHaue cTapyxa
MOJIHUMET Ha HOTHU IbSHBIX COJAAT.

— Toxe MHe cua.

— 51 He COMHEBAIOCH, UTO BCE OHU T€OE HE CTPAIIHEL

Kenmpaa BOCXWINEHHO TocMoTpena Ha mepca. OH 4yBCTBOBaN ceOst
TOTOBBIM MOOEIUTH LIETYI0 apMHUIO, HO KpacaBULa OXJIaJKUJIa €ro MOPHIB:

— Ecim oHm Bce mpuOeryt crojia, Hamia TaifHa packpoercs. IIycTh 3TOT
Oeper, 3Ta HOYb OyIeT TOJIBKO HamIeH.

— 51 Toxxe He Xouy €€ JeNUTh HU C KeM, — YCTyNuil AXeMeHU, — NpuaAETcs
BO3BpamaThca. Ho MHe Tak xo4ercst octaTbesi ¢ TOOOH LETyI0 BEYHOCTb.

Onu emé 100 CTOSUIM Ha Oepery He B CHIIaX pa3kaTh OOBSATHS, U BCE XKe
NPUIDIOCh BO3BpaIlaThes. 3I00HBIN 00pa3 mMarepu Xepuxopa HE MO3BOJIUI
BIIOOIEHHBIM HACIAANUThCA OE3MATEKHBIM cyYacTheM. Bcio mopory oHu
Jep)Kajlu JApyr Ipyra 3a pyKM M TOJBKO Ilepel TeM, Kak CTYNUTb Ha
OCBELEHHBI JBOp TMepel JOMOM HOMapxa, 3acTaBWiIM cels paciiecTu
Hanbelbl. AHAXUT TOPAO TOJAHSIA TOJNOBY, HAMyCTHIA HA CeOs JETOBUTYIO
CTPOTOCTh, OBICTPBIMH IIaraMH IMEpeceKsia ABOP M XOTENa cpa3y CKPBIThCA B
JIoMe, HO XaMOBAaThIi CONZAT MIPUCTAJI C PACCIPOCAMHU:

— Cnymail xo3siika, TsSHkko, Heboch, 0e3 myxa? Korna BepHETCS HOMapX-
TO?

— OTKyna MHE 3HaTb, — NPUHYXIEHHO YJIBIOHYJIACh OHA, — JNOJDKEH OBITh
3J1€Ch CO JIHS HA JI€Hb.

EruntsaHuH yZ0BIETBOPUIICS OTBETOM, HO HE XOTEJ OTIIyCKaTb >KEHILUHY,
MOTAHYJ 32 Kpail HaKUAKU:

— DI, Thl OBl CKa3ana crapyxe, 4Tod IpuHecia HaM eIé MuBa, — CKa3al OH,
XUTPO MOJMUTHYB, — HEr0)K€ CKYIUTHCS, MBI JK€ €M TaKyto POIa)xy BEPHYJIH.

— 5 ckaxy, — noMopiuiaach AHaXUT U, BbIACPHYB HAKUAKY U3 €r0 NaJIbLEB,
3aclielnia B JOM.

AXeMeHH]] 3aCTblI B TEMHOTE 3a KPaeM OCBEIIEHHOI'O MPOCTPAHCTBA,
MPIKABIINCH CHUHOW K CTEHE OJHOM W3 mocTpoek. Bc€ 310 Bpemst oH
BHUMATENbHO CIEOWI 3a KaXIbIM €€ JBUKEHHEM, TOTOBBIM KaK THUIP
BBICKOYHTh W3 CBOEro YyOexullna, eciu Obl edl rpo3uwia XOTb MalenInas
OTIaCHOCTH. ApcaM MPOCIIEeIIT BIIOOIEHHBIM B3TIISII0OM, KaK AHAXHT TIO/IOILIA
K JIOMy, OTKHMHYJIa IIOJIOT, 3aKpBIBaBIIUI BXOJ, MOMEIMJIA MIHOBEHHE U
ucyeslia B oJIyMpakKe, TaKk U He PeIIUBIINCH 00EpHYThCSA. TOJBKO MOCIE 3TOro
Iepc CKOJB3HYJ BHYTPh a0CONIOTHO TEMHOW KOMHATHI, TI€ MHUPHO CIIAJ €r0
TEMHOKOXXHH JIPYT.

Jnga cuactimBoro BiOOJIEHHOTO BeCh MHUpP ObUI TMPEKpaceH, AaXKe Tak
HEeaBHO HEHAaBHIMMOE MM IIOMEHICHUE C JABYMS CTOJNOAMHU IOKA3aJIoCh IepCy
BEJIMKOJICTHEIM. Borpexkn oxxumanusiM apyra, ['anauOan u He gymMan CMOTPETh
cHbl. OH cujien Ha LIMHOBKE, XMYPbIH U pa3apaxE€HHbli. OTINYHOE HACTPOCHHE
AxeMeHHa ero BO3MyTHJIO, OH IpoOypyall HeJOBOJIBHO:

— Yro narymsuica?! [Tober okoHueH?!

— Ha ceroiHs XBaTuT, — BECEJIO OTKJIMKHYJICS BIIOOJIEHHBIMN.
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— Tak 1Bl coOupaenibcs npomonkaTh?! Kak MHE MoOBE3JIO, YTO OCTalCs
371eCh, HE JIFO0II0 OECCMBICIICHHO CyeTHI.

— BeuHo TbI Opro3xumib! — oTMaxHyscs nepe. — CMOTpH, Kakas dynecHas
HOYb!

— U 4ro xe B HEl Takoro yyJecHOTro? — He MOBEpW erunTsSHUH. — CHKy
311eCh, XKy, TIOKa CTapyxa MpHUIyMaeT, Kak MEHsl YMEPTBUTh, Aa)Ke€ BBICIATHCS
M0-YEJIOBEYECKH HE MOTY.

— He rpycry, yronuts Tebs B Huse oHa BC€ paBHO He J0JIyMaercs, a BCE
OCTaJIbHOE T€0Ee HE CTPAIIIHO.

— INorenraenibes, Kak OyATO caM He lyMaelib 00 3TOM Ke.

— Her, He mymaro, — 9ecTHO IpU3HAJICS 30pOACTPHUEI, — BCE MOHM MBICIN
COBCEM O JPYTOM. ..

Hpyr moramancst mo Oiia)kKEHHOMY BBIPQKEHHIO €ro JINIA, O YEM MOXKET
IyMathb BIIOOJIEHHBIH, ¥ CIIPOCHII TIPSIMO:

— Heyxenu Bugencs ¢ xxeHymkoit Xepuxopa?

— OHa MeHs TIoOUT! — CHACTIMBO B3TOXHYIT Apcam.

— Toxxe MHe HOBOCTh. CTasa Obl OHa MHAYe OeraTh K pady KaXKAbli Beuep U
SA3BIKOM 3aHMMAThCS? !

— Eil My npukasai.

— MyXx mpuKa3bIBacT jKE€HE TO, — 3JI0 PacCMesuIcS TEMHOKOXKHI, — 9TO OHA
€My Hallleyer.

— [oBopwuie, OyATO HUKOIIA HE JIFOOWII, — HE MTOBEPHIT IEPC.

— Jlyumme OBl MHE COBCEM HE 3HaTh 3TUX Jodepeil [lyata, — roppko
B3IOXHYN ["aHHHMOAI.

— He oxwunan st ot Te6s1 Takoii ckopOu.

— Het Hukakoii ckopOu, u Jiesia MHE HEeT JI0 BCeil 3Toi Tr00BH aypaikoii!

— U xak sxe uMs TOH, 10 KOTOpo Tebe 0COOCHHO HET Jiena? — He OTCTaBall
YOPSAMBIA AXEMEHUI.

— Bce oHM 0IMHAKOBEL, — HE XOTEJ PACKPHIBATh CBOW TAHBI ETUITSHUH.

— JlagHo, TIOKa 51 TeOEe TOBEPIO, — paccMesuICs TIepc, — ceifuac It MEHsI Bce
JKEHIIMHBI OTUHAKOBHI, KDOME. . .

— Uy»xoii xeHbl, — MpauHO OypkHyn ['anHUOA.

— C myxeMm s emé€ pa3depych, — moooOeman BIrOOIEHHBIN, — a TOKa BOT
BBITPACY M3 TeOs BCIO TBOIO Mep3Kyl0 MpadHocTh. Co3HaBaiics, 4TO TYT
IPUKIIOUUIOCH 0e3 MeHs!

— YUT0 MOXET CIy4uThCs, Korma Thl jJayneko? Hukoro He ObIIO, HUKTO HE
3aXOAMIL.

— Hu Oor, HU 4yenoBek? — yTOYHWII MOTOMOK Liapew.

— ['oBOpIO k€, HUKOTO HE OBLIO.

— OTkyna x TBOSI MPAYHOCTH?

— He BeIcniancs.

AXeMeHH] TOIBKO YIAUBIEHHO MOTHSII OpoBH, a ["aHHIOAI IPOTOILKII:

— Yero ThI HanTUXaJ 1OJT CBOO TMHOBKY?! 51 enBa Bce pedpa He mepemomat!

— Tam HUYEro He JOKHO OBITh, — PACTEPSIHHO MPOTAHYT Apcam.
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— Torma 3To yro?

I"arHMOANT NOTSIHYN W3-110]] TMHOBKYU JUTHHHBIN U30THYTHIHN VK.

— Hudero He moHumaro, — mpoOOpPMOTal mepc, — €CU BCE TO BpeMs OH
ocTaBaJICcs 3/1ech, TO uTo npuHocun [Ilau? S sxe crpensn u3 Hero...

— K tomy e 4To-TO 51 He BUJEN 3[eCh paHEHbIX CIYT, — MOJUIWI Macja B
OTrOHb TEMHOKOKH.

— Heyxenn Bce HamM NPHUKIIOYCHUS, OMATH OBUIM TOJBKO UIYTKOM
€ruIeTcKuX JeMOHOB?!

— Ecnu tak, — oOpanoBaicst 'aHHnOan, — TO 51 aDCOIFOTHO 3ps 37€Ch CIKY!
Eciu Hruero He ObLTO, TO ST MOTY CIIOKOWHO WUATH JOMOM.

— Iloromm, a xaK e CoIgaThl?

— WM Toxke Xeka ronoBel 3amopoumi1! Ceifuac HamplOTCS U OyIAyT TyMaTh,
YTO BCS UCTOPHSI UM IIPUMEPEIINIACH CIIBSHY, — OXOTHO OOBSICHIJ €TUNTSHUH,
— TBHI KaK XOYeIlIb, a 5 MTOMIEN TOMO.

OH pemuTenbHO MOAHIICA ¢ LUMHOBKM M CMEJIO HANpaBWICS K BBIXOIY.
l'annuban mnepecek OCBEUIEHHBIM [ABOpP, COJNJATHl JIMIIL I[POBOAWIH €ro
PaBHOAYIIHBIMHE B3TJISIAAMH, OJTUH AK€ BSUIO IIOMaxajl BCIE PYKOH.

— Hugero He moHumaro! — Oecuiics cMOTpeBInuil Ha HUX niepc. — C Tex mop,
Kak Tomnaj B 3Ty CTpaHy, TaK M HE MOTY TOJKOM pa300parbCsi, 4TO 3IECh
MPOHUCXOAUT HA CAMOM JIeIIe.

OnHO Ut BIFOOIIEHHOTO OBUTO abCONIOTHO SICHO M TOYHO — €ro JI0OOBb K
KkpacaBuie AHaxuT. E€ HexXHbIe CllOBa U B3I0XHU CyIWIM ApcaMmy B3aMMHOCTb.
W 310 3HaumII0, 94TO MHOOOH MOOET IS HEero Termeph HeBo3MOxkeH. [lepcy He
OBUIO W3HU BJIAHN OT KEHBI Xepuxopa.

AXeMeHHU]] JIETKOMBICIEHHO OTOPOCHJ BCE CBOM COMHEHHSI M CIIOKOWHO
OCTaJICSl B KOMHATE CO CTOJIOAMH K/IaTh YTpa U MPEIaBaThCS CIAIKIM MEUTaM.

HoBrlit neHs Hauancs odeHb OOBIACHHO: €Ba IUICHHHK  IPOCHYIICS,
OpUIIET MallbYMIIKA-CIyra, MOJYa TMOCTAaBWJI y CaMOW IMHOBKH MHCKY C
phiOHOW TMOXJIEOKOH W KYBIIWH YHCTOW BOJBI, HAKPBITHIA TIIICHUYHON
nenémKoi, u yOexana, Tak W He CKa3aB HH CJIOBa. ApcaM JKeBal CyXYIO
NenémKy U paccy aai BCIyX.

— Bor nenma! Hukorma Obl He mogymaln, 4TO camble OOBIYHBIC COOBITHS
MOTYT Ka3aTbCsS MHE MOIO3PHUTENBHBIMH. A BOT eciaH OBl ceifdac MOSBHIICS
3/1eCh KaKOW-HUOYIb 3BEPOTOJIOBEII JEMOH, I OBI JaXKe HE YAUBUIICS.

— Kak mue Hanoeno TBo& xamcTBo! Hu 3a 4o croma Obl He momien, eciu Obl
He nipuka3 Ocupuca. ..

AXeMeHH]] TIOTHSUI TOJIOBY, HO PSIIOM HHUKOTO HE OBLIO, TONBKO M3 TEMHOTHI
B yriy OJecHyN XWIIHBIA ockan AHyouca. CIycTs MTHOBEHUE HApUCOBAJICS U
cam Oor, OOJIM3HYINCS [UIMHHBIM SI3BIKOM. 30pOacTpHel] Cell, OTMaxXHyBIIUCH OT
HETO0, KaK OT Ha30MINBON MyXH, YCTAJIO TOJNED TOJIOBY PYKOH, OYpKHYII:

— Crunb, TeOs HET.

— IloBTOpH 3TO Temeps! — 3arpemen Oor.

ITpuBparauk Jlyata pacceupenen. CToyObl, OJMUPABIINE KPOBIO, BIAPYT
MOBAJIWJIUCh HAa 3€MIII0 M pacchmanuch B mpax. [loTonok oOpymwics,
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MOJHsJIACh CTE€HA IBUIHM, Ha TOJIOBY IUICHHUKY MOCHIAINCH MENKHE OOJOMKH:
[JIMHA, MITYKaTypKa, KiIo4bs cojoMbl. Korma Bc€ cTuxiio, yepe3 OrpoMHYIO
OBIPYy HaZ €ro TOJIOBOM Ha SPKO-TONyOOM yTpeHHeM Hebe CHsIIOo
OCJICTIMTENHFHO-30JI0TOE coiHIIe. [Iepc HEBO3MYTHMO CTPSXHYJ C BOJIOC ITBLIb,
JocTal HW3-TIOJ Ky4yd Mycopa JyK, coOpajicsi MOKHHYTh pa3BaJiHBI, €ro
OCTaHOBHJI TPO3HBII roioc AHyouca:

— OmnacHo cropuTh ¢ 6oramu!

— Hamén uwem myrat, — mapupoBan AXEMEHHI, — 3a4eM pPa3BaJIIII
capaifunk Xepuxopa, OH BeJib C TOOOH HE CIIOPHIL.

CMyTHO pa3nuuuMbIii 00pa3 IIaKaJorojOBOTO IMPHBPATHHKA B CEpAIax
TomHyn HOroi. OT 3TOro 3eMJysl 3arynena W 3arpsiciaach, OONOMKH ¥ IBUIb
BHOBB NOJHSUTUCH B Bo3ayX. OHH NMPOJOJKaIH MOAHUMAThCA, TOKa HE0O CHOBa
HE 3aKpBUT POBHBIN CBOJ] MOTOJKA, a CTOJOBI HE BCTAIX Ha cBOE MecTo. [lepen
ApcaMOM CHOBa MpEACTal0 3HAKOMOE CcympauyHoe momemnienue. lllakambs
MOp/Jia IOBOJIbHO YCMEXHYJIacCh.

— 51 - Gor, genaro Bc, uTo 3axouy!

— Cnemnaif, 9T00BI TIOJ TOKPBUICS IBETAMH, — JIYKaBO HPEIIOKUI TepC.

—3auem?! — omapalleHHO yCTaBUIICS HA HEro AHYyOuUC.

— Sl ux cobepy, momapro AHaxXHT.

— He mory, — HemoBOIBHO CO3HANCA MPHUBpPATHUK JlyaTa, — 3a IIBETOYKH,
JUCTOYKH OTBEYAIOT JAPYTHE.

— BoT BuauIb, — MOAJIOBUI €T0 POACTBEHHUK Lapeil, — KaKI0MY CBOE.

— Bor u T5I He 3a0B1Baif 00 3TOM! — HAIIENCS MIAKAIOTOJIOBBIH.

— Heyxemu 1B mpumén croa TONBKO UL TOTO, 4TOOBI MHE 00 3TOM
HarOMHUTH?!

—Ilo cyrn, na, — nmpotssHyn AHyOwHC.

— Hudero cebe! — BrieuaTimiics 30poacTpHel.

— DTO He MOBOA 3a3HaBaThCs! — HEMPHUA3HEHHO mpenynpeamt oor. — Kak
pa3 HaoOopoT, Ocuprc PUCITATl MEHS CKa3aTh: «3Hal CBOE MECTO!»

— OT10 KOTOpOE? — TyKaBO MEPECIpOCHI POJCTBEHHHUK mapei [lapcer.

Erunerckuii 60r ObUT HEYMOJIUMO CEpPhE3CH:

— 31ech T TOJBKO pad HoMapxa Xepuxopa.

— JlypHbBIE HOBOCTH, — B3JOXHYT AXEMEHH]I.

— Tbl HOJKEH MOTYUHATHCS EMY.

— U s yero xke 3to Ocupucy?!

— [lo3xke y3Haemib... — TOPKECTBEHHO TpOM3HEC AHYOHC W pacTasi B
BO3/IyXe€.

Ho mpexne uyem wHcye3HyTb, OH YyCIEN TONHYTh HOTOH, OTuero oba
TOJICTEHHBIX CTOJ0a BHOBB 3aKadaluch W pyxHyaH. OcraBmascs 0e3 Omopsl
KPOBJISI TOTPECKAJIACh, IPOTHYJIACH U C TPOMKHM IIOPOXOM 00BaNMIach, CHOBA
HAIOJIHUB BCE MBUIBIO.

OTpsaxuBasich, ApcaM IBITANICS pa3ralaTh 3aMbICeN OOTOB.

— U 3agem uM MoHAIO0MIIOCH CIIEANTH 3a pabamMu Homapxa?! Eciu MHE 310
BCE TOJIBKO MOYYAUIIOCH, J0 YEro K€ CTPAaHHBIE Y MEHS BUACHUS.
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Ha mym oOBanuBIIErocss CTpOCHHs COEKAINUCh CTUITSAHE, K CYACThHIO,
COJIIATHI YK€ YCIIENH TOKHHYTh MTOMECThE, BOKPYT Iepca CTONIIINUCE TOIBKO
ciyru Xepuxopa. PaHpie, WeM OHH yCHENH IOHSTh, YTO IPOU3OIILIO,
MOSIBUIICS 3ambIxaBmuiics IleTy0acT i mpuHSIICS KOMaHIOBATh:

— Tak, yto cronmmunuck?! beictpo, paboTtats! Y Bac uTo, CBOMX €1 HET?!

Jlronu, HETOBOJIBHO MEPErOBAPHBASACH, CTANU PACXOAUThCA. Kaxmerd mo-
CBOEMY OOBSICHST CITyIHBIICECS:

— [TocTpounu m10Xx0, BOT ¥ PyXHYJIO.

— CTONBKO JIET CTOAJIO, 4ero Obl eMy PYyXHYTh?!

— Hecmpocra 310 BCE, Hecmipocra!

— Ox, OpITh Oene, Oonbmol Oexe. Be€ ato mpenynpexkiaenune, — kak 6aba
NPUYATANT CTApUK, OOBIYHO TOTOBUBIIHMH OO€HBI Ui HOMapxa, — AypHBIE
3Haku! JlypHble 3HakH!

Ero moiHoOe yXaca COCTOSIHHE IEpeAaloch MOJOABIM ETHUITSHAM, OHH
TaKXe, KaK CTApUK, IPUHSIIUCH Ka9aTh TOJOBAMH U IPUIUTATS:

— Boru npexymnpexaaror, Hac KIeT HecyacThbe!

Yo6aunep npoOpajiack  CKBO3b  TOJIITy, MTHOBEHHE TOCIyIIajga
PacCIIyMEBIINXCSI CIIYT M KapKHYJA BO YTO OBLIO MOYH:

— Hypaxu! ITomnu BoH!

Ot 31m0cTH €€ NUII0 CTAIO MOX0XKE Ha YEPHYIO KOPY BBICOXIIIETO JIEPEBa.

— Bce BoH! — OymieBana crapyxa.

Crnyr coBHO BETPOM cayso0. beicTpee Becex cOexan TBEpAUBIIMK O TyPHBIX
3HaKax cTapuk. Bckope cpeam pywH OCTaMCh TOJMBKO MaTh M CHIH XepHxopa
Ja POACTBCHHUK NEPCHACKHX maped. Kpurudecku cMepuB B3TISIOM
HEIOKOPHOTO pada, cTapyxa HaIyCTHIACh Ha HETO:

— Crout 37ech, HeBpemuM, IenéXxoHek! A Hy, OTBeyail, KTO CTOJOBI
MIOBAIMJI, KPBIITY TTOIOMan?

— Anyouc.

3opoactpuern; ObIT Kak BCEra YeCTeH, a CTapyXa MPOCTO 3aI0XHYyJach OT
SIPOCTH, 3JIOOHO MPOIIIHIISITA:

— Omnare Bpems! Ha 6oros crnupaems! I'oBopu ceifuac xe, 3aueM KpBILLy

oOpymmn?!

— Yneretp XOTeN, — YCTano B3MOXHYT AXEMEHHH, — WHa4e Obl CTEeHY
YPOHMII U YIIEN.

— Cmeémbea?!  — Oecunack MaTh HoMapxa. — BoT Belyuniiu Te0s sI3bIKYy Ha

CBOIO T'OJIOBY, ThI TENIEPh U3JicBaclIbCcs. YObI0! YHHUTOKY!

Omna 3axie0pIBaaCh THEBOM; K CUACTBIO U1 Iepca, B 3TOT MOMEHT K
CTapoi CBEKPOBH MO0 AHAXUT. MATKO HATOMHUIIA!

— Homapx Oynet cepauthbes. OH Benen HaM Oepeub BCE, Kak ObLIO.

81



OraBjienue

I'maBa onuHHamaTast
BHAMEHUE ..ottt et 3

I'maBa nBenHaaaTas
JIFOJIM V1L BOTTH ...ttt a e ennan e 12

I'naBa TpuHaauaras
HOUHASI TBMA ..., 19

I'maBa yeThIpHAAIIATAS
JKHU3HD ITOCIIE CMEPT......cvviiiiiiiiiiieiiee ettt 28

T'naBa nsarHanmaras
YEPHDBIU JIEHD ..ottt ettt 35

I'nmaBa mecTtHaamaTas
KOHELL BATOUEHHSL.........cooiiiie ettt e s 42

I'maBa cemHanauaras
HAYAJIO JAJTIBHETO TTYTH ...t 49

T'naBa BocemHaauaras
TIOBET OT HOMAPXA ... ..ottt 56

T'naBa neBarHaauaras
IINTABAHMUE T1O BEJIMKOMY HUJITY ..cooiiiiiiiiiee et 63

T'naBa nBaguaras
N3MEHEHUE CYIIBBBIL ...t 69

I'maBa nBanaTe nepBas
MOPCKOM BEPET ..ottt ettt ibrree e 75

82



Ot u3parens
Poman Anubl UepnbimeBoi «Uyxue 0oru», pasymeercs, HaMCcaH Kak
€IMHOE 1IeJI0€, HO BO3MOKHOCTH M3JaTessl MO3BOJIMIIM U3JaTh 3TOT POMaH
TOJIBKO TakuM oOpa3oM — B Tpex uacTix. Haneroch, 3T0 He momemniaer
YUTATEISIM pOMaHa BOCIIPUHMMATE €r0 TaK )K€, KaKk OH HAIHCaH, — €INHBIM
LEJIBIM.
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Tupax 50 k3.
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